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CHAPTER X. 



Thb news of the defeat at Pavia fell upon isss. 
the kii^om of France with an overwhelming f^c2 ^i 
force, which shook it to its very centre. Under ^^^ 
the first impression of this calamity^ the destruc- Jfe*^^*' 
tian of the kingdom was thought to be inevit- ^*^^ 
able. The captivity of the king and the anni- 
hilation of the army^ seemed at once to have 
deprived the devoted nation of the means and 
the motives for withstanding the torrent of dis- 
asters which were ready to pour over it Indi- 
vidual griefs were mingled with the national 
misfortunes; France's bravest champions and 
wisest councillors lay dead upon the field at 
Pavia: aa universal mourning pervaded the 
hod, and the feeUeness which naturally aoccHa- 
panies such sorrow, had destroyeci hope and 
paralysed exertion. The reins of the govern* 
ment were in the hands of the duchess d'An* 

b2 



4 THE LIFE AND TIMES 

CHAP, goul^me, whose character commanded neither 
^ confidence nor respect, and the public dislike 
of her was heightened by the belief that her's 
and her favomite's counsels had mainly contri- 
buted to the disgrace and ruin which had be- 
fallen France. 

If at this moment some bold spirit, able and 
disposed to direct the popular discontent, had 
arisen, there can be little doubt, that the hor- 
rors of civil war would have been added to the 
other disasters which the country experienced. 
If Bourbon could now have led his bands into 
France^ or if the English monarch had put in 
practice the invasion he had threatened, the 
sceptre must have passed away from the grasp 
of the captive king ; but her good fortune or 
the wisdom of her rulers saved the nation from 
so lamentable a fate, {a) 

In this time of peril, the regent by the prompt- 
ness and sagacity of her measures, atoned in 
some degree for the feults she had before com- 
MeMuref mitted. She assembled the princes of the blood, 
A^i^**'^ and the governors of the several provinces, to 
*•"*• advise with her respecting the means to be 
adopted for the liberation of the king and the 
national security. She conciliated the parlia- 

(a) Bourbon endeayoured to persuade Henry to «end him 
anpplieiy particularly of artillery, and assist him in his en- 
terprise of attacking France, the eiown of which he again 
offered to set on the head of the English monarch. — ^MSS. 
Cott. Vitell. B. Tii.— Tumcr*s Henry VJII. c. xiv. Appen- 
dix, No. VII. 
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ment, which had manifested symptoms of dis- chap. 
obedience, and treated their demands with re- ^ 
spect ; while, instead of complying with them, 
she employed the members in the useful and 
now necessary occupation of regulating and pro- 
tecting the public finances. 

The nation had no organized body of troops, 
but that small detachment which Fmncis had 
sent on the ill-advised expedition to Naples, and 
even this force had been much reduced by de- 
sertions consequent upon the defeat at Pavia. 
They were immediately recalled ; and, as it was 
impossible for them to make their way through 
Italy, every foot of which was now occupied by 
their enemies, Andrea Doria and I^a Fayette 
were dispatched with their galleys from Mar- 
seilles to Civita Vecchia, where this miserable 
remnant of the large army, at the head of which 
Francis had marched into Italy, embarked and 
returned to France. The regent insured the 
attachment of the soldiery by paying them their 
arrears ; and gained still greater popularity by 
ransoming such of the prisoners as were in the 
bands of the imperialists, and were unable to 
obtain their discharges of their own means. 
Another evil menaced the German frontier. 
An insurrection of the peasantry had taken pangtrou 
place in Alsatia,, and had spread so rapidly, that Sm^e 
a disorderly host of fifteen Uiousand men were in ^^!2^ 
arms, and had actually invaded the provinces of on^^ 
Burgiindy and Champagne. They professed to frJJSS. 
be the partisans of the reformed religion, the 
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CHAP, doctrines of which th^ so far misunderstood^ as 
^ to make them the prM)e£ts for the most licen-* 
tious oatrages. By a perverse interpretation of 
the scriptural doctrine of a community of goods, 
which applied to the Christian church in its ori* 
g^n only, they had taken up arms fer the dan- 
gerous pnrpese ^ restoring that state of thiqgs, 
and pursued it with all the blindness of ignorance 
and the violence of bigotry. The promptness 
with which the count de Guise repelled their 
incursion, preserved his country. He raised a 
force of six thousand men^ widi which he en^ 
countered the rebel rout of German fanatics; de« 
feated them with great slaughter ; and scattered 
the miserable remnant so erifectuaUy, that no- 
thing was to be feared from their reunion. 

This success, and the prudent and conciliatory 
measures adopted by the regent and her council, 
restored in some d^ree the confidence oi the 
nation. The people began to take a cooler and 
more just view of their situation, and a univer- 
sal desirc to repair evils which were now inevi- 
table, succeeded to the dangerous panic^ and 
still more dangerous apathy in which they had 
been plunged. 
The re- The regent dispatched envoys to the courts of 
£tet'iSr* all the potentates whose influence she thought 
might assist in procuring the liberation of her 



son ; but in the first place she sought to pro- 
The con- pitiate the victorious emperor. With that refined 
^^^^ hypocrisy which he had practised so long, that 

on the - - - ^ _ - 

victory. 



"" ••* it had become 
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to reoem tbe news of Francis's d^ieat witii mo^ ch At>. 
dentiaa and eren huimUtj. The dispatches ^ 
were brought to him, wheD be was surrounded 
bj foreign ambassadors^ and by the nobles of 
bis own country. As sdon as he had read them^ 
Without . uttering one word or manifesting by 
any outward sign ike s^8&cti<m which he must 
httve fdt, he withdrew to his oratoiy, and in a 
prayer, which lasted for an bour> he dlanked 
God that the result of the battle had aflbrded 
hiln an opportunity of pardoning his enemies^ 
of rswiarding his fiiends, of pacifying Christen^ 
dom, and turniog its united arms against its dan-» 
genMiB enemies the Turks* Upon his return to 
the presence diamber^ he in the fimt place for^ 
bade all public rejcMcings^ which, he said, be** 
fitted <mly a victory against the enemies of reli"* 
gi<m, and replied with a mcotified and humble 
air to the congmtulaticms which were offered 
him^ turning the discourse to the proposed cru« 
sade, which he would have had than belienre 
was the object nearest his heart. 

Although it is impossible to penetrate the 
secret workings of men's minds, the history of 
Charles's whole life proves the gross and misery- 
able falsehood of his pretensions on this oeca- 
sion. It was a part of his character to hide from 
all observers his real intentions^ and the cun« 
Bing and dissimulation which he now practised, 
were in perfect keqping with that diaracter. 
With a wary eye» and a determination which 
no compunctious visitings could shake^ he con* 
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OHAP^ templated the state of Europe. He saw, more 
^ ekarij perhaps than her own politiciaiiSy^ that 
Fnuace, shaken as she was, yet possessed re- 
sottroes which must have made the result of an 
invasion hazardous in the extreme. His own 
armj, composed for the gieater part of meroe^ 
naries^ could hardly be said to be under his com«* 
mand. With such ungovemable sfMrits to lead 
it^ as Bourbon and Pescara, whose ambition he 
suq)ected^ and whose power he feared, he knew 
that his mere bidding would not efiectually 
direct its operations. The soldiers too were ill* 
paid, and his resources scanty. He would wil- 
lingly have been master of France, but he had 
no desire to ruin it; still less to share it with 
the king of England, with whose pretensions he 
was perfectly acquainted. The various interests 
of the Italian potentates opened other sources of 
anxiety^ and required him to act with great 
caution. The Pope's fidelity to his engage*- 
ments was questionable; the Venetians had 
shewn great hesitation in fulfilling their treaty ; 
and the minor states, although singly insignifi* 
cant, mighty in confederacy, have neutralizied the 
advantages of the battle of Pavia. For the se- 
curity of the captive monarch's person, nothing 
less, than a lai^ army would sufiice : the occu* 
pation of the Milanese by that anny had impo- 
verished the country ; and the soldiers began 
to raise a threatening clamour for the arrears 
of pay which were due to them^ and for which 
Iheyv considered they held Francis as a security. 
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These reasons^ backed 'bj tbe^ extravagant de* chap. 
mands of the king of England, indhied Charies ^ 
to adopt in earnest the moderate measures which 
he had^ perhaps* delnstvely^ annountced. He re« a trace for 
plied to the eh^oys of the regent, by granting a \b\^^^ 
tmoe of six monllis, during which thenegoci&tion ^ 
for FVmcis^ liberation were to be carried on^ and 
accepted grsiiHoYf siy* the comj^ment which Pran- 
ds paid him, by ordering the release, without 
ransom^ of the prisoners in France, among 
whom was Ugo de Mon^ada, the friend of Lan- 
noy, the emperor's most confidential favourite. 

Lannoy had been indefatigable in securing 
by his n^ociations the Italian potentates ; and, 
by a supply of money which he had raised, he 
tranquillized for a time the tumultuous soldiery. 

The liberation of the French king was de* The 
bated in the imperial councils. The advice of king'^u- 
the bishop of Osma was, that the captive should dt^ted ia 
be set free without any other condition than that ^^^^ 
he should marry the queen Eleanora^ Charles's 
sister; by which generous use of his victory 
Charles would secure his rival's friendship and 
assistance^ and convince all Europe of the purity 
of his motives. The chancellor Gattinara coun- 
seled him to keep Francis in perpetual impri- 
sonment; and^ having thus neutralized his most 
dangerous opponent, to proceed single-banded 
in his glorious enterprise against the Turks. 
The duke of Alba advised him to exact as large 
a sum^ and to impose conditions as rigorous as 
were possible on Francis's liberation, by which 
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CHAR feMaiis her woidd al once fetter his rival's pewer, 
^ impoverith the resouroes of France, and fill his 
own exhaoBted treaanry. The laat of tiiese v»> 
ryimg cou&aeb was that which suited best the 
goninB of Charles, and was adopted hj ham. 
He dispatched the eount de Roeox to his cap-^ 
tiTe at Piaxighiloiie, to ofier hsm his liberatioii 
Temu on Condition tliat he would cede to the emperor 
CrSTrai. his claims on Naples and Milan ; relinquish to 
^*^' him the duchy of Bmgandy^ and give up bis 
sovereignty over Flanders and Artois ; that he 
would detach £rom his realm, in favour of fiour^ 
bon, to whom he was to be reconciled, Provence 
ami the other estates which the constable had 
possessed^ and form of them an independent 
kingdom, of which Bourbon was to be monarch ; 
and lastly, that Francis should make to the king 
of England full compensation for all that he 
claimed, and that Charles had undertaken to 
assist htm to recover. 
^dT^^' Francis's disappointment and despair al hear^ 
i4^ ^ ing terms so exorbitant, when he had been in* 
propoMt dnced by the emperor's behaviour to imagine 
timt his liberation would be much more easily 
efected, threw him into a transport of indigna^ 
tioD ; he drew his dagger, and swore, emphatic 
cally, that he would rather end his days with 
that weapon, and by his own hands, than sub- 
mit to conditions so degrading and so ruinous, (a) 
It is probable that by this gesture Francis only 
expressed the angry impatience which the un- 
reasonable insolence of the proposal had excited ; 

{a) Du Bellay, 1. iii. 
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but it was so Tiolemt^ that Alitrfon, whoistDod oiumt. 
by, midtodk it for a more daugerous iuteotiou^ ^ 
and, seizing his arm, besought him to be nonra 
template. Francis, after some ftirther ooKta^ 
deration^ dindissed the count de Roeox iriih a 
rejectiim of the empa'or^s terms^ and with asn 
ofier, on his own part, to comply vrith the fel^ 
lowing: — ^^^ That he would marry the queen 
Eleanora, and setde upon the issue of their maor^ 
riage the duchy of Burgundy ; that he would 
pardon Bourbon^ give him his sister, the duchess 
d' Alen^on, who had lately become a widow, (a) 
in marriage, and restore to him the whole of his 
poasesBions ; that he would discharge the em- 
peror's engagements with the king of England, 
pay a large ransom, and furnish Charles with 
troops when he went to Rome to celebrate his 
coronation/' 

The delay which this n^ociation had ooca^ The dii- 
sioned had occupied some portion of the truce theempc- 
without bringing the kiog's liberation nearer to n£'f^ 
a conclusion. The danger of leaving Francis 
in the hands of an army wholly devoted to 
Bourbon and Pescara was sensibly felt by the 
emperor, and he knew, too^ that the discontent 
which he had occasioned to both those leaders 

(a) The duke d*A1eii^on, whose disgracefal retreat had 
centribatedy in no small degree, to the defeat of his country- 
men at Pavia, escaped, and reached Lyons soon after the 
battle, where he died on the 25th of April, 1525. His death 
is said to have been hastened, if not occasioned, by the con- 
tempt and reproach which he everywhere encountered for 
hia cowardice and misconduct. 
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CHAP, nvdl justified his fears. Bourbon comphdiied 
^ loudly that the emperor had not perfonned one 
article of the promises he had made him^ and 
boasted^ as the truth was, that the emperor's 
soldiers loved him better^ and would obey him 
more implicitly, than their sovereign. Pescara^ 
who had demanded of the emperor the county 
of Carpi as the reward for his share of the 
victory of Pavia, was mortified and disappoint- 
ed^ in the highest degree, at seeing Vespasian 
Colonna, a young man of no pretensions, pre- 
ferred to him, and that preference excused by 
the emperor, for no better reason than an old 
promise alleged to have been made to his father. 
Lannoy increased the emperor's fears by repre- 
senting to him the ill-concealed disaffection of 
his generals, and thus procured from him in- 
structions to withdraw the prisoner from their 
eustody, if by any means that could be effected, 
"-■w"^ Lannoy. who was believed to be one of the 
r»n^ to most adroit intriguers of his time, executed this 

K to Spain _, " , 

themuw difficult task in a manner which fully maintained 

tnodD^fer his reputation. He insinuated to Francis, tlial if 
MB. by any means an interview between himself and 
the emperor could be brought about, his libera- 
tion would be speedily and certainly effected. 
Francis^ whose captivity had become extremely 
irksome, eagerly consented to this proposal; 
Lannoy crowned his scheme by inducing the 
royal prisoner to provide the means for trans- 
porting himself to a safer place of keeping in 
Spain ; and Montmorenci was sent by the king 
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to his motlier, with orders that seveti of his own crap. 
galleys should sail from the por^ of Marseilles to ^ 
Genoa for that purpose. Lanooy's next object Dec^t^ 
was to deceive the imperial generals, who had f„®jfp21 



determined not to let Frauds quit Italy until 
their demands were satisfied. He called a 
council; represented to them that, in the pre- 
sent state of the Milanese, the king was not in 
sufficient security at Pizzighitohe ; exaggerated 
the reports which prevailed, and which he knew 
were unfounded, of plots forming for Francis's 
liberation ; and finally convinced them that Nap- 
pies was a place of mudh greater safety than any 
other part of Italy. It was agreed that Lannoy 
should carry the king thither, and that Bourbon 
and Pescara should withdraw their armies from 
the Milanese, which they had completely ex- 
hausted^ to that more fertile territory^ of which 
Lannoy was viceroy. With a precaution which 
they thought efiectual, they accompanied their 
prisoner to Genoa, where they saw him embark^ 
and the squadron make sail for Naples. Lannoy Adbctfto 
kept on this course for two days, and maintained ^^ 
his deception so well, that even Francis began to 
fear he was really taking him to Naples. At the 
end of the second day he made sail directly for 
the Spanish coast; and after a short voyage, 
during which the wind carried them so near the 
Isles d'Hiires that Francis had the bitter joy of 
seeing his own dominions, they landed safely at Landi 
Alicant. Immediately upon their landing, a tu- ^^» j 
mult broke out among the soldiers who had ^^^^ 
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CHAP, aooompanied than, which placed both the lives 
^ of the king and Laonoy in dangar. The eoldiery 



In tinMigbt this a fitvourable momaiU for demand* 
fran a ^^S ^^^^ arrcaiB of pay^ and assembled in arms 
^^ZX ""^^^""^ ^ houK in which the king wa6 lodged. 
^}^^ Lannoy appeared at the window^ endeavoured to 
pajoify thni with promises and lair words, to 
which thcfjT replied by discharging their fir&. 
arm* MaAy of the balls entered the diamber 
in winch the king was standing. With that 
prooipt conrage which he always displayed in 
tames ef danger, Francis approached the win•^ 
dow, and with dignified good nature, he in a 
few worda appeased the soldiersi and by distri- 
bnting some money among them and prokaising 
them more^ he changed their threats and impre^ 
cations into expressions in his favour ; and might, 
it is believed, if he had taken advantage of this 
critical moment^ and of the affection with which 
upon his voyage he had inspired the soUiery^ 
hove ittdooed them to reimbark and make aaU 
with him. for his own dominions^ which, as Brauh 
toiae says, in relating this affiur, would have 
been a master stroke, (a) 
SiSISSiJ*^ The emperor, upon receiving the welcome 
aS£r '" news of his prisoner's arrival in his own dominions, 
ordered him to be treated with all the honours 
vfhiek became his rank ; assigned for his resi- 
denee the fortress of Sciativa, in Yalentia, and 
afterwards a palace in Madrid. He loaded Lau- 
noy with praises and rewards, and raised by his 

(a) Brantome. Himmes liiusi. 
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fiiTour the insolent presomptioa of that disbo*- chap. 
nomrahle favourite to so high a pstch> that he ^ 
nflsnmed to himself all the credit of the vrotorj 
of Pavia. 

BoiniMQ and Peacarabunieik with itidignation ^ 
fraud which had been praatised 



Ihem, and stHl moie at the assistaace whidi ^'^^ 
they had been indnced to render to tiie plot by n^7' 
whidh they had been outwitted. Tlie foraiev 
rqnired to Madrid^ to nige lua compfaintB in 
person, and accused Lannoy to bis beard erf* peiv 
i€ly in his councils and c^ dis^raoefiil cowacdioe 
in the field ; while the latter repeated the same 
diarge itn a letter of angry imd TiruleBt inveci* 
tiTe^ («) 

The soapieicKi and disgust which Bourbon^ iuT'"*^ 
ttbdlion had inspired in the breasts of the byui« 
haughty nobks of Castile, disinclined them how^ nobiiity. 
e^er to lialen to his complainlB ; and it waa now 
that he experienced the bitterness and hopeless-* 
nesB of Us situation, and found that his valour 
and his virtue were held light in companson with 
the succt»stu1 perfidy of a worthless courtier. 
The king treated him with apparent civility, but 
there was mingled with his most flattering dis- 

(a) Pescara says, ** Si Pon eat era ce lache, oo e^t perda 
toat le Milan^ par an6 fuite hontease vers 1e royaame 
de Naples, dee let premiers moQTemeBs do 4uc d' AAonie. 
A la bataille de Pavie il ne sarok vi ordooner m eoaibattre; 
il n*aTO>it ni l^te ni coear ; il 8*ecrioit sans eesse arec on efflroi 
qui le rendoit meprisable aa moiodre soldat : * Ah ! nous 
semmes perdas.' S'il ose dementir ces fiiits je' les lai sea- 
tiendrai l*^p^e A la maio/*— Brantome^ Capita Eirang. 



16 THB LIFE AND TIMES 

CHAP, tinctions^ a cold diasimulation which ill coii- 

^ - oealed hiB want of confidence in him. In every 

other quarter he was received with distrust and 
dislike, (a) 
Int!^ Pescara, who remained in Italy, was so loud 
fJISy ^hg ^^ angry in the expression of his discontent, that 
empcrar. somc of the states, who bore the emperor's yoke 
with impatience, and feared his ambition^ began 
to found hopes for their deliverance upon his dis- 
affection. Sforza, whose duchy was burthened^ 
and its resources exhausted, by the maintenance 
of the imperial army, and Charleses exactions^ 
formed the design of relieving himself. Morone, 
Thedetaiit his chancellor, planned a league against the em*' 
are com- peror^ lu which France, England, the Pope, and 
to Peteara, the statcs of Florcncc and Venice were to be in^^ 
ciMtt and eluded ; and the ultimate object of which was to 
^ be the liberation of Italy. To insiire the suc- 
cess of this plan^ it was necessary to engage the 
assistance of Pescara and his army, and to him 
Morone applied, offering him, in the name of 
the Pope, ike investiture of the kingdom of 

(a) It was with difficulty that he could ohtain a fit resi- 
dence. A story is told of a Castilian nobleman, the marquis 
de Villana, whom the king had requested to lend Bourbon 
his palacOf which strongly displays the impreBsion that had 
been adopted against him. ** I can refuse nothing that your 
majesty requires of me;" replied the marquis, " the palace 
is at the service of the duke of Bourbon as long as he may 
choose to occupy it ; but I protest, that as soon as he quits 
it, I will have it burnt to the ground, as a house pollutinl by 
the presence of a traitor, and unfit for the habitation of any 
person of honour.** — Brantome. 
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Naples, as the reivard of his perfidy. Pescara chap. 
affected to listen favourably to the proposition ^' 
which the chancellor made him ; but pretending 
some scruples as to the justice of such a pro* 
ceediugy required the sanction of some of the 
most celebrated jurisconsults of Rome and Mi- 
lan^ who gave it as their solemn opinion^ that 
he might lawfully transfer his obedience from 
the emperor, who was at most only a feudatory^ 
to the Pope, who was the sovereign lord of Na- 
ples. Pescara revealed this plot to the em- 
peror, in the hope, as it is believed^ that he 
should receive froim his gratitude^ that same 
crown of Naples which was offered as the re- 
ward of his treachery. By Charles's direction 
he affected still to entertain favourably the pro- 
positions made to him on the part of Sforza, 
and invited Morone to visit him at Navarre. It 
was at this interview that Pescara played a 
master-stroke of perfidy. He had concealed An- 
tonio da Leyva behind the hangings of the 
room in which he received the chancellor ; and 
while da Leyva was thus within ear-shot, Pescara 
drew Morone into a detailed description of the 
several ramifications of his plot, one part of 
which was to put to death da Ley va^ the hidden 
witness of the conference. When it was con- 
cluded, and as Morone was about to depart, da 
Leyva met him at the bottom of the stairs, and 
arrested him in the name of the emperor. His 
capture completely broke up the meditated plot : 
the strong places in the Milanese were taken 

VOL. II. c 
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CHAP. posseMiion of in the name of die emperor ; and 

^* Sforza prepared to defend himself with a resolu- 

ttei^oV ^^^^ which partook of despair. There could be 
^c^^ke'n, ^^^^^ ^^^^ ^^^^ ^ ^^^^^ ^ ^ Milanese would 
Ittidfed!* soon have been in Charles's possession, but for 
The death the suddcu death or Pescara, who expired after 
^''^^*^ a short illness, at the age of six and thirty, in 
the full enjoyment of a reputation for high and 
exalted military skilly which was however tar- 
nished by his presumptuous pride and his in- 
clination to perfidy wherever it might serve his 
ends, (a) 
foSlS**' ^ important were his services consideiied in 
againit the Italy^ that the emperor's strength appeared to 
be greatly diminished by his death. The league 
acquired considerable force; the Pope deter- 
mined to assist its operation ; the Venetians de- 
clared themselves openly ; and the queen regent 
of France promised to furnish five hundred 
lances^ and a monthly payment of forty thou- 
sand ducats to be employed in raising a body of 
Swiss, while at the same time she promised to 
make an attack upon the Spanish frontier for 
the purpose of preventing the eiAperor from 
sending troops into Italy* Charles observed 
these indications of hostility with anxiety, if not 
with alarm, but yet could not persuade him- 

(a) Pescara recommended his wife, Yittoria Colpnna, 
whom be had always loTed with the warmest aflPection, and 
his troop of Spanish infantry, the companions of his military 
exploits, to the care of his cousin^ the marquis dn Gnast, 
who inherited his fortune. 
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self to take any tionest step towards the libera- chap. 
tion of Francis, which he might have made the ^ 
means of tranquillizing his enemies. 

The appearance of negociation was still kept 
up, but as the emperor, under various pretexts, 
avoided a personal interview with his captive, 
Jean de Selve, the president of the parliament 
of Paris, and the bishops of Tarbes and £m« 
brun, were appointed on the part of France to 
treat with him for the liberation of their sove- 
reign. 

The r^ent had in the mean time been ear^ Negoda. 
nestly endeavouring to engage the king of Eng- E^uTd? 
land to assist in accomplishing this object. Soon 
afiter the battle of Pavia^ Gioacchino Passano^ a 
Genoese^ whom she had before employed at the 
ooun of Henry VIII. was sent thither again with 
instmctions to use every argument that his in- 
genuity could suggest, and even to resort to 
submissive entreaties and persuasions which, 
however unusual in diplomatic n^ociations^ MTmfnLl^*^ 
might not seem unbecoming on the part of a of'ihfel^ 
mother, who earnestly sought the freedom of^^- 
her sou and her sovereign. The distrust which 
the king of England had begun to entertain of 
the emperor, powerfully seconded the efforts of 
the envoy. Upon the first news of Francis's 
defeat, Henry had celebrated it in London by a 
public religious ceremony, as an event advan- 
tageous to himself and his countiy. He had 
addressed a proposition to Charles for a joint 

c2 
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CHAP, iovasion of France^ which was rejected in such 
^' a manner as convmced him that the emperor 
was willing to take all the honour and advan- 
tage of his recent victory to himself. Wobey, 
who was dissatisfied with the emperor's con- 
duct respecting the election to the papacy, 
encouraged this impres^on, and fomented the 
growing dislike between the mouarchs, of which 
he had been the first occasion. He spoke of the 
emperor and his adherents in terms of bitter in- 
solence, and these being repeated in the Spanish 
court, Charles thought them important enough 
to be made the subject of a remonstrance to 
Henry, (a) He discontinued the cordial style 

(o) Charles having first complained to the English am- 
bassador in his own court, sent a state secretary to England 
to give the particular details. ** The first point complaiiwd 
of was an insidious assertion that the emperor was aapiruig 
to the monarchy of Europe ; the second was more personal 
and poignant. ** His majesty said also, that your grace hath 
named him to be a lyar, observing no manner of faith or 
promise ; that my lady Margaret was a ribawde ; don Fer- 
dinando, his brother, a child, and so governed; and the 
duke of Bourbon a traitor.'* The time of the cardiaars 
uttering these expressions was carefully marked, and the ad- 
ditional insult noted, with which he had refused the request 
that had occasioned them.* The English embassy could 
only ussure Charles that the prime minister had irequendy 
panegyrised him ; who expressly told them that he should 
judge of the truth of the all<*gation8 by Wolsey's future con- 
duct — Turner's Henry VII L, c. xv. 

« " Then he said that your grace answered, that the king's higfanett had 
other tUngt to do with his nsooey than to spend it for the pleasures of aiaeh 
fair personages," expressing the aforesaid words.— MSS. Cotton. Vesp. C. iii. 
p. 55. 
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of his epistles^ (a) and having entered into a chap. 
treaty for a marriage with the daughter of the ^' 
king of Portugal, he applied to Henry to be re- 
leased from his engagement to marry the prin- 
fscss Mary of England. The king complied 
with his request, and, although no open rupture 
took place, Henry was induced to think of ef- 
fecting a separate peace with France. To give 
a colour to this proceeding he resorted again to 
the character of *' preserver of the peace of Eu- 
rope/' which he assumed and laid down, as his 
interest prompted ; and under the pretext of Henry 
defending France against the aggressions of aderen^ive 
Austria, he entered into a treaty with the French thVr^'^ut 
r^ent, in which however his own pecuniary ad- 
vantage was the prominent feature. (6) The Terms of 
terms of that treaty, which, even if they had 
been more exorbitant^ the French cabinet was 
in no situation to rgect, were, that he should 
receive in satisfaction of his claims, two million 
crowns, payable by instalments, and an annual 
pension of one hundred thousand crowns. To 
pay to the duchess of Suflblk the stipend to 
which, as queen dowager, she was entitled, and 
all past arreai-s ; and to pay to Wolsey, who upon 
sach occasions never forgot to provide for his 

(a) Before the battle of Pavia, Charles's letters to Henrj 
bad been in bis own handwriting, and subscribed, ** Voire 
fils et coosin Charles ;*' now they were always written by a 
seeretary, and signed simply '' Charles.** — Le P. Dante), 
t. vii. p. 580. 

{b) 15th August, 1525. Rym. 14, pp. 49, HO. 
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CHAP, own emolument, thirty thouMtnd crovrns in re- 
^ spec! of his bishopric of Toumay, and a douceur 
of one hundred thousand crowns for services 
which he iivas supposed to have rendered to Am 
French king. It was stipulated also that d'Au^ 
bigny should never return to Scottand until the 
king had been crowned* This treaty was confirm-* 
ed by the oath of the regent^ ratified by Frands 
himself; guaranteed by the nobility and states 
of France ; and as a curious comm^itary on 
this transaction^ the advocate-general and the 
procureur-general of the parliament of Paris im- 
mediately afterwards entered a protest against 
it in the secret register of the parliament, of 
which Francis might avail himself when occar 
sion should serve, (a) It was one of the under- 
stood articles of the treaty^ that Henry should 
endeavour to procure the liberation of Fran^as ; 
and this he performed earnestly, and, as Francis 
acknowledged, successfully. 

Fnocu Still however nothing effectual had been 
done towards Francis's liberation. Months had 
elapsed — the period of the truce had expired~- 
the n^ociations were hardly moved in — he was 
watched with the greatest closeness and rigour; (6) 

(a) Le P. Daniely t. vii. 

(6) ** The person of the French king is in keeping of 
captain Alar^ on, which so narrowly saeth to hin, ihat no 
word escapes luniy nor ia spoken to him, vnoMrked ; nor no 
man, without the emperor's knowledge, speaketh with him, 
nor otherwise than openly. And we noderatand, by the em- 
peror's counsel, that until the emperor and he shall be in a 
point in this treaty, the emperor will not speak with him, nor 
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and everything seemed tso betoken an indiffe- chap. 
rence to the captive monarch^a condition^ which ^ 
augured ill fi>r his wishes. He had been se- 
¥en months in prison, and the emperor had never 
yet once seen him. Franas perceived that the 
expedadons under which he had been induced 
to visit Spain wwe altogether frustrated by the 
deeeitftil procrastination of his enemy, and the 
pain and mortification of his imprisonment af- 
fected him so keenJy that his health began to 
suffer. 

Hia sister, the duchess d'Alenpon, who loved The da. 
him with an affection so strong that it over- fcn^on**^: 
lodked aU peril, applied for and procured the g^li*™ '" 
empemr^s safe<!onduct ; she then took a journey 
to Madrid for the purpose of consoling her bro- 
ther^a captivity, and of endeavouring to procure 
1h8 freedom ; and upon her arrival found him 
in an alarming illness, which threatened his life. 
The emperor, who was informed of it, now deter- 
mined to visit his prisoner, and did so not with* 
standiag the remonstrances of Gattinara^ who re- 
presented to him diat if he sought him under 
sueh circumstances, he ought^ for his own hcmour 
and rqmtatioD^ to grant him his liberty with- 
out condition or ransom. 

Charles found Francis in a state of extreme chviet a- 
incuspoflitioii, and endeavoured by some un- soner ahd 
meaning compliments^ to console and reconcile S[m"hu' 

freedom. 

he shall not come aigh the court.'* — ^The bishop of Loodon's 
letter to Wolsej, dated from Toledo, 11th August, 1525. 
M6S. CoUoa. V«ep. C. iii. p. 05. 
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CHAP, him to his lot. Such of the details of this inter- 
^ view as have heen preserved, are curioits and 
interesting. Whoi Francis saw him enter his 
diamber, be said to him^ ^^Your majesty has 
come at last, then, to see your prisoner die." 
^' Not my prisoner,'' replied Charles, '' but my 
brother and my friend. Believe that I have 
been labouring to procure your liberty ; and 
that, ere long, I diall succeed." 

Francis, in whose diaposttion theve was so lit- 
tle guile, that he did not sufficiently suspect it in 
others, was overcome by the apparent frankness 
of this proceeding ; and he gave credit to ;the 
emperor's promises. They engaged in a long 
and animated conversation. The emperor be^ 
sought him, on his departure, to take care of his 
health ; and promised, that as soon as it should 
be re-established, he should be free. The hope 
to which this flattering discourse gave rise, was 
so strong and so fascinating, that Fmneis'« 
health, from that moment, rapidly improved, 
and gave promise that he wcmld soon be in a 
situation to demand the fulfilment of tbe em- 
peror's pledge. 
Thedu- The duchess d'Alen^on redoubled her efibrls 
deavounto for hcr brother's liberation. The emperor re- 
K?^bro- ceived her with every demonstration of respect ; 
ration. ' but shc soon discovcrcd, that as Charles's fears 
of losing his prisoner and his ransom dimi- 
nished, his determination to keep him in cap- 
tivity increased. She endeavoured to form an 
acquaintance with the queen of Portugal, who 
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was destined for FranciVs bride ; but the wary chap. 
emperor frustrated this hj indnciog his sister to ^ 
imke a pilgrimage to Guadaloupe^ which occu* 
pied die whole period of the duchess's stay in 
Spain. She also addressed herself to Bourbon, 
who^ IIS it seemed^ would not have been sorry 
to make his marriage with her the means of 
fettoring him to his country and his estates; 
bot Bourbon's influence in Spain was nothing. 
She did not attempt to discourage any hopes he 
might have formed on this head^ and her beauty 
and intellectual diarms had given her so great 
a power orer Bourbon, that he revealed to her 
all he knew respecting the emperor's secret de- 
signs. Charles^ who suspected the intelligence 
between them^ had formed a scheme worthy of 
bis intriguing mind. The duchess's passport 
had been made out for two months; but the 
friendly manner in which she had been received, 
was well calculated to make her forget that that 
term was drawing fast to its conclusion ; and 
that it was necessary to renew it in order to 
provide for her personal safety. Charles in- Bourbon 
tended to let that period expire, and then to heMhT 
have taken advantag-e of her neglect to make ^Sfulted 
hear share her brother's imprisonment. The *'******'t^- 
coBfidence which the duchess placed in his 
honour would have crowned his scheme with 
success^ but for an intimation which Bourbon, 
who had learnt the treachery that the emperor 
meditated, conveyed to her. With the utmost tumspre- 

... 1111 A 1 apitmtely 

precipitation, she ordered her escort ; and, not- to France. 



80 THE LIF£ AND TIMES 

CHAP, withstanding the seyerity of the winter which 

^ had now set in^ she traversed Spain with euoh 

expedition, as to reach the frontier of Navarre 

one hour before the period of -her safe^eondoct 

had expired, {d) 



Franda Before she departed^ however, Francis was 

mai re- convinced of the little reliance that was to be 

ofhu placed upon the emperors promises, and saw 

h^^Sc no present prospect of the termination of his 

piiin. "^^ imprisonment. He, therefore^ made up hiB 

mind to endure it without further complaint ; 

and at the same time^ to defeat the object which 

his inveterate foe hoped to attain by keeping 

him in confinement. He signed a formal deed> 

by which he renounced his crown in favour of 

the dauphin^ to whom he desired his people to 

transfer their all^ance^ and to consider him 

as having quitted the world. This paper be 

committed to the care of the duchess d'Alen* 

9on; and he dismissed Brion and Montmo* 

rmici, who had obtained permission to wait upon 

him, with injunctions to aid by their councils 

and services, the successor he had appointed. 

The affection of his people^ who loved him too 

well to desert him, even at his own bidding, 

prevented this heroic disposition from taking 

etkatf and only increased the national desire to 

have the king once more in his own dominions^ 

and their exertions to effisct that object. 

forhu"^^^ Such of his subjects as remained with him in 

^^"d; Spain^ represented to him that the interests of 

(o) Varillas, t. i. I. 5. 
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his peopk required his preaence, and they urged chap. 
him to Mc^t almost any terms that might be ^ 
proposed; reminding him that the duress in 
whftch he was held^ would of itself invalidate 
any contract he might make^ and that nothing 
could compel him to perform, when free^ the 
promises he should, make in prison. Francis 
knew too well the flimsiness and fiUsehood of 
such reasoning, but his necessities induced him 
to adopt a proceeding which his reason and his 
feelings condemned. He ex{N*esfled his willing<» 
ness to renew the treaty for his ransom which 
had been broken ofT. Negociations were re* 
newed, but it was not until the end of the year 
that they were brought to a conclusion. At 
length, in January^ ld26^ he signed the treaty (i5S6) 
of Madrid, the stipulations of which he knew ^ '*^^ 
he had neither the power nor the intention to 
fulfil. 

By the hard conditions of this treaty, Francis j^^^ ^^ 
agreed to give up, in &vour of the emperor, all ^ ^^'^- 
his pretensions to every part of Italy, to sur- 
render the duchy of Burgundy, with its depen* 
dencies^ to renounce the sovereignty of Flanders 
and Artois^ to withdraw from the king of Na- 
Tarre, from the dukes of Gueldres and of Wir- 
temberg, and from Robert de la Mark^ the aid 
he had promised them. A more total sacrifice 
of his tried friends ; a more painful and ruinous 
dismembermoit of the realm of his ancestors 
could not be made. But lus humiliation was 
not to end here. He was to undertake also to 
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CHAP, furnish the emperor with men, money, and ships^ 
^' for the purpose of aiding^iim in his enterprise, 
which aimed at the entire subjugation of Italy. 
The duke of Bourbon and his adherents were to 
be pardoned and restored, and right was to be 
done him according to the laws of Prance, re- 
specting his disputed possessions. The prince 
of Orange, whose estates in France had been 
confiscated for his adherence to the emperor, 
was to be reinstated.. Francis undertook to 
pay a ransom of two millions of crowns, in 
addition to the emperor's debt to England, 
which amounted to five hundred thousand more ; 
it was stipulated also, that he should man^ the 
queen of Portugal ; and he engaged that the 
dauphin, when he arrived at a proper age, should 
marry the infanta of Portugal, the daughter of 
Eleanora. As a security for the due perform 
mance of these stipulations, the king of France 
was to surrender into the hands of the emperor 
his two sons as hostages, {a) and he undertook 
to ratify it himself, as soon as he should reach 
his own dominions^ to procure the dauphin's 
confirmation of it when that pi ince should have 
attained his fourteenth year, and to have it for* 
mally registered by the several parliaments of 
France. 

(a) FraDcis was to have the option of delivering, instead 
of his two sons, twelve noblemen, as hostages for the falfil* 
ment of the treaty ; bat, as the noblemen whom the emperor 
had selected, were among the most powerful and the most 
Valuable of the kingdom, this was too disadvantageous an 
alternative to be resorted to. 
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The injustice and hardship of this treaty were chap. 
so apparent, that it was impossible to believe it ^ 
could be carried into ejs^cution. Gattinara^ the 
emperor's chancellor, was so strongly conyinced 
of this, that he refused to affix to it the seals of 
his office ; and at length the emperor was ob- 
liged to perform that act of ratification with his 
own hand; but not without a conviction that 
Ciattinara's reasons were well founded^ however 
the exigencies of the time prevented their being 
recognised. 

Francis remained in prison more than a Jhe king's 

^ , * liberation 

month after the signing of the treaty ; and du- u deferred. 
ring this period the emperor had shewn no in- 
clination to carry its provisions into effect. The 
king's health besan ascain to suffer from the He is again 

O o ^ o attacked 

anxiety and disappointment he endured. He^yi^^^ess. 
was confined under an attack of fever, when one 
day Lannoy presented himself unexpectedly^ and ^e is ar- 
with so little ceremony, that he wore the dress the queen 
he travelled in, and informed Francis that he ** ^ "* ' 
came as the proxy of the queen Eleanora, to ce- 
lebrate the ceremony of their affiancing. Francis 
was too ill to dispute points of etiquette^ and 
too sick for freedom to object to any conditions 
upon which it might be obtained. The ridicu- 
lous ceremony was performed on the instant ; 
and the exhausted bridegroom, in his bed, was 
betrothed in solemn form to the booted repre- 
sentative oi her majesty of Portugal. Lannoy 
was, however, so struck with Francis's altered 
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CHAP, appearance, that, on his departure be intimated 
^ to the emperor his belief that no time vtas to be 
lost, lest die death of the prisoner should effec- 
tually disappoint the treaty. 
o^mow Charles, insensible as he was to the feelings 
▼intfhim. of generosity or of justice, felt all the force of 
Lannoy's hint. He visited Francis immediately ; 
was prc^se in liis expressions of fnendship and 
esteem ; declared his earnest desire to fulfil the 
treaty, and took him in his own coach to pay 
a visit to the Queen of Portugal, who was then^ 
and at the moment when the farce of affiancing 
her had been acted, within a few leagues of 
Madrid, llie prospect of his speedy release, 
which now became more certain, soon restored 
Francis's health. He appeared at the public 
festivals, and kept up that show of cordiality 
and confidence, of which the emperor set him 
the example, and which was not more sincere on 
one side than the other. 
Francis is At length, Montmoreuci, who had been sent 
^DdllSed to France to make preparations for that part of 
?pini8h the treaty which related to the delivery of the 
hostages, returned to Madrid with the informa- 
tion that the queen mother and the princes 
were at Bayonne. On the 18th of March, 1626, 
Francis was escorted to Fontarabia. A barge 
had been moored in the middle of the Bidassoa, 
which, between Fontarabia and Andaye^ marks 
the Spanish confine. Francis, accompanied by 
Lannoy and Alarjon, and followed by fifty horse- 



confinei. 
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meiij appeared on the one bank, ^hile Lautrec^ chap. 
with the two prioces and a similar escort, reached ^ 
the other. Lautrec^ with his royal waitls^ put '^^^ 
off in a boat from hia aide of the river, while «*ciunged. 
Francis, Lannoy, and Alar9on approached in 
a similar manner^ each party having then only 
a guard of eight soldiers with them ; and in this 
guise they met ofi board the barge which rode 
in the middle of the stream. A few moments 
sufficed for Francis's greeting and separation 
from his children* He leaped precipitately into 
Lautrec^s boat, and, having reached the bank, 
mounted an Arab horse, which was held waiting pnnds re- 
for him. He waved his hand, shouted, '' Once ^IS^l^ 
more a king!" and dashed off at fiill gallop, ^^^"^ 
waiting for no congratulations. He rode with- 
out pause to Saint Jean de Luz vnth a speed 
which the joy of being once more free may 
naturally account for, and which the suspicion 
of treachery on the part of the emperor fully 
justified. After a very short repose he rode on 
without halt to Bayonne^ where he was met by 
the regent, his sister, and the friends who had 
come to celelurate his return. He now, for the 
first time^ fdt himself in security. His health, 
which was still in a feeble state, rendered it 
advisable that he should remain in the southern 
part of his dominions for some time, and the 
ccmgratulations of his subjects, tlie public re- 
joicings with which his return was celebrated, 
and the eager affection which his friends and his 
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CHAP, court testified at their having him i^in among 
__ .^\ . them threw round him for some months a series 
of enjoyments which he probably relished no 
less for the contrast which they presented to the 
bitter adversity of which he had lately so deeply 
drunk. 
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CHAPTER XL 

Almost the first use which Francis made of ^^^^ 
his newly-recovered liberty, was to testify his rewardahu 
gratitude to the adherents who had served him 
faithfully in his misfortunes ; and to fill up the 
offices which the bloody fight at Pavia had made 
vacant. On Montmorenci was conferred the of- 
fice of grand master and the government of Lan- 
guedoc. Brion was promoted to the post of 
admiral, which Bonnivet had held, and to the 
government of Burgundy, which had been filled 
by the veteran la Trimoille. The government 
of Dauphiny was given to the count de Saint 
Pol ; Teodoro Trivulzio and Fleuranges received 
the batons of la Palice and de Foix ; and Pom- 
perant^ who had efiaced by his services to the 
king the crime of his rebellion, was entrusted 
with the command of a company of men at arms. 

The members of the Italian league awaited woisev 
with anxious interest to see the line of policy to?war?n 
which Francis would adopt, and of all those ^ror?' 
powers England was perhaps the most watchful. 
During Francis's captivity, Wolsey, who had 
determined to make the emperor feel the impor- 
tance of services which he had despised, had 
directed the English envoys to visit him in his 
prison, and to assure him of Henry's sympathy 
and friendly offices ; of which Francis, who well 

d2 
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CHAP, knew the influence of the English power in the 
^'' Spanish cabinet, made a warm and grateful ac- 
knowledgement. The cardinal had also kept 
his minister, doctor Taylor, at the French re- 
gent's court, with express directions to watch her 
every proceeding and to obtain from her, if it 
might be possible, an explicit statement of the 
course which her son and his council meant to 
pursue. The prudent caution of the regent ef- 
fectually frustrated the object of the ambassador, 
pertinaciously as it was pursued ; and although 
Francis, on his return to his kingdom, felt it 
expedient to thank Henry in warm terms for his 
good services, and to ascribe to them his release 
from captivity, (a) he forbore to pledge himself 
distinctly to the plans of which the vanity of 
Henry, and the ambitious cupidity of his minis- 
ter, sought to make him the instrument, 
fompudnt Francis did not, however, refrain from openly 
tnMwmTOt* expressing, in the presence of the English mi- 
fa) That Henry had exerted himself warmly in Francis's 
faToiir is clear from, among other evidences, a letter written 
by the En^^lisb ambassador in Spain when Henry was about 
to break with Charles, in which he alleges the emperor's 
compliance as a reason for the English king's not quarrelling 
with him, '' But many things, as my poor wit judgeth, 
should withdraw the king's grace from war with the empe- 
ror. The first is, the consideration that be so facilly delivertd 
the French king from prison, at the king's (Henry's] instance; 
for when the emperor, with his council, was determined t9see 
Burgundy delivered in hand, ere they would deliver him out 
of prison, yet after he had heard by me the king's request in 
this behalf, he forthwith mitigated his rigor ; and, only upon 
trust of the French king's promise, condescended to put him 
to liberty."— MSS. Cotton. Vesp. C. iv. p. 128. 
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oisters, as well as of those who were sent from chap. 
the Pope and the Italian states to cong^ratulate ^^- 
him on his deliverance, the resentment with 
which the emperor's conduct had inspired him. 
He complained bitterly that he had been treated 
not only with a rigour unsuited to his rank, but 
with a severity and hardship which was most 
unchristian and inhuman. He described the af- 
fected pity which Charles had testified when his 
dangerous illness had made the Spanish emperor 
fear that death would disappoint him of his 
prey, and the not less odious inflexibility he had 
assumed when those fears were removed. He 
added, his own personal observation had con- 
vinced him that the emperor's ambition made 
him a more dangerous enemy to the interests and 
the peace of Christendom than the more dreaded 
Turks, and his opinion that a confederacy against 
Charles's power was more desirable and more 
necessary than against that of the Ottoman. 

His determination not to fulfil the conditions Deter- 
of the treaty which had been extorted from toSSe"** 
him had been manifest from the first moment ^^^^^'y- 
of his arrival in France. Soon after he reached 
Bayonne an express had arrived from Lannoy 
calling upon him to perform that part of its 
stipulations which related to the cession of Bur- 
gundy^ and which the king for the present post- 
poned^ upon the pretext that it was at first neces- 
sary to obtain the sanction of the states of Bur- 
gundy^ which he was about to assemble for that 
purpose. Upon leaving Bayonne he visited 
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CHAP. Bordeaux, and afterwards Cognac. An acci- 
^'' dental fall from his horse, while hunting in the 
neighbourhood of the latter place, confined 
him there for some time, and it was during this 
stay that he received a visit from Lannoy in 
person. 
TheirriTti The viccroy of Naples was accompanied on 
to l^w? *his occasion by Moncada and Alar^on, who had 
Sweof*" been deputed by the emperor to accept in his 
Snct?"*" ^^"^^ ^^^ cession of Burgundy. The king re- 
ceived them cordially, and, by the distinction 
with which he treated the viceroy, testified his 
te^' sense of obligations he was under to him ; but 
^*^ touching the object of his mission^ he Only 
repeated his former answer. The ambassadors 
therefore waited at the court until the states of 
Burgundy should be assembled. 
Thtdc- The Burgundian deputies soon afterwards 
S^ndf arrived, and relieved Francis from the personal 
ISSne"" odium of violating the treaty by refusing upon 
their own responsibility to accede to it. They 
J^M^ declared in the presence of the Spanish ambas- 
perform sadors that Burgundy, being free to choose its 
^' master, had attached itself to France, but that 
it would never submit to the dominion of 
Austria. They declined being bound by the 
treaty of Madrid, of the injustice of which they 
did not hesitate to express a strong opinion; 
and although they admitted the sovereign power 
of the king to govern them, they denied that 
he had the right of transferring that power to 
any other hands without their consent. Francis 



or iriLANCIS THB FIRST. 39 

offered lo the ambassadors any pecuniary com- chap. 
pieosation ^hich the emperor might think fit to ^ 
demand for the non-performance of this article 
of the treaty, occasioned^ as he protested, by 
QO &iiU of his ; but the power of the ambassadors 
did not extend to the acceptance of such a pro- 
posal. The news was transmitted to Spain; 
the ^nperor^ upon receiving it, removed the 
French princes firom Valladolid to Old Castile ; 
refused the prolSer of the French king ; and called 
upon him to perform his promise by surren- 
dering himself to the prison from which he had 
been released, (a) 

The negociations for the league had been Treaty 
carried on, uninterrupted by the king's journey. i3[^ °*" 
The caution which Francis and his ministers 
observed^ compelled Wolsey to more open mea- 
sures than he would otherwise have resorted 
to. His vindictive feelings towards the em- 
peror prompted him to involve him in a war, 
^though he would willingly have spared his 
own king the responsibility of openly engaging 
in it. Finding tbb^ however, impossible, he 
copsented that Henry should join the Italian 
league^ w|th the title of its protector^ and that 
he and Francis should bind themselves not to 
treat otherwise than mutually with the emperor. 
In the mean time he spared no pains to annoy 
Charles by insidious instructions to the ambas- 
sadors at foreign courts, and by the most in- 
^ulUog and calupmious speeches, endeavouring 

(a) Belctr., L x?iii. Dtt BeUaj, 1. iii. Sleidan, L vi. 



40 TBB LIFE AND. TIMES 

CHAP, to reiuler him as odipus as possible^ while he 
^' planned a. marriage between Francis and the 
English princess Mary^ for the purpose of pre- 
venting the union to which Francis had pledged 
himself, by the treaty of Madrid, with the queen 
Eleanora. (a) The accession of the king • of 
England supplied all that was wanting to com- 
plete the league. The plan of operations was 
settled, with the concurrence of the Pope^ and 
the confederacy was solemnly published in 
tiJJTJf&e Paris on the 24th of June, under the title of the 
Lci^oe. Holy League of Italy. The Spanish envoys 
who were then resident at the court,* had no 
other way of avoiding the mortification which 
this public defiance of their monarch was cal- 
culated to inflict on their national pride, than to 
form a hunting party, which took them away 
from the city. 
Fnndi It WBS, howcvcr, much more easy to refuse to 
^IShL- fulfil the treaty of Madrid than honourably to 
*""^' justify such refusal. Francis, who felt this more 
sensibly than any one, resorted to the usual ex- 
pedient of making tlie default proceed from his 
ministers and his people rather than from him- 
self. On the 12th of December, 1526, he held a 
bed of justice, which was attended by the princi- 
pal ecclesiastics, nobles, and gentlemen of Prance, 
the officers of the parliament of Paris, and de- 
puties from those of the provinces. Each mem- 
ber was sworn not to reveal the proceedings 
which should take place. Francis there made a 

(a) Turner's Henry VII I.^ 1. i. c. xvi. 
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long and forcible speech, as weir upon thd chap. 
afiairs of the kingdom as upon the* position in *^ 
which he personally was placed. Alluding to 
the result of his Italian expedition, he said, Jhc^c^aty! 
with great feeling and truth, that, although his 
subjects had suflered much, he had shared their 
sufferings, and had, in his own person, endured 
more than any other individual. He then de- 
tailed the circumstances of his captivity, the 
bitter mortifications he had endured, the despair 
to which they had reduced him, and he pro- 
duced the renunciation of his crown which he 
had made in Spain, and had entrusted to the 
duchess d^Alenpon, in the belief that his cap- 
tivity would endure, and with a determination 
that the interests of his kingdom should not be 
affected by his individual misfortunes. Having 
finished this narration he entered upon the state 
of the national finances ; pointed out their pro- 
duce and the objects of their application ; ex- 
plained the amount which could be spared for 
the ransom of his children ; and made an open 
demand of theMeficiency upon the good will of 
his people. He added, that if it was incom- 
patible with the country's means or interests, 
that his requests should be complied with, he 
was ready and resolved to return to his Spanish 
prison, and to redeem his children with his own 
person. 

This speech produced the effect which might inwhidiit 
have been expected. In addition to the per- uiarhe*"* 
sonal interest which his firank and simple state- ^umTSbe 
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CHAP, ment bad excited, the national honour and inte- 
^^ rests required that he should be freed from the 



M^<L^ deg^rading position in which the emperor's hard 
terms had placed him. The presidents of the 
several bodies expressed their attachment to 
Francis ; and having separated for the purpose cf 
deliberating, the parliament^ after a discussion 
which lasted four daysj decreed, with the unani- 
mous sanction of the other delibeiative bodies^ 
that the king was not obliged to return to Spain, 
nor to ex^ute the treaty of Madrid^ which had 
been extorted from him during his imprison- 
ment ; a decision which it would be difficult to 
arrive at, upon any of the ordinary principles of 
justice ; and they added^ that he might, under 
the circumstances, rightfully levy upon his sub* 
jects two millions of crowns for the ransom of his 
children and the use of the state, (a) 

Although the terms of the league had been 
fully arranged, the parties interested in it^ hesi* 
ThePcpe tsl^ about Carrying it into execution. The 
by'^L^ Pope, who had little resolution, and not more 
"** ability, thinking himself secure on the side of 
Romagna, had disbanded his troops there. The 
cardinal Colonna took advantage of this circum- 
stance to revenge the old family quarrel ; raised 
a force with the assistance of Moncada, the go- 
vernor of Naples; and attacked Rome so raiHdly 
and successfully^ that Clement had but just time 
to shut himself up in the castle of St. Angelo, 
before the enemy's soldiers had full possession 

(o) M8S. de Colbert, t. i. Gaillard, 1. ii. c. 12. 
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oftbe city. The Pope ivas compelled to sue far chap. 
peace, which was granted him, only on condi« ^'' 
tion, that he would withdraw from the league 
for four months, and with the loss of the rich 
treasures contained in the palace of the Vatican. 
This event excited the feelings of Ihe allies in 
fevonr of the outraged pontiff; but still the 
operations of the league were tardy. 

The necessity of relieving the castle of Milan, J^'*" 
in which Sforza was shut up, and which was 
besieged by the imperialistB, was urgent; but 
Francis was withheld by (he hope that he might 
yet obtain his children from the emperor, on the 
payment of a ransom, and by the pursuit of 
pleasure to which he addicted himself at this 
period with a more culpable ardour than he had 
ever before evinced. He sent a small force 
under the command of the marquis of Saluzzo^ 
which, however, did not reach Italy until Sep- 
tember ; and his ^lleys, which were to have 
assfeted those of Andrea Doria in preventing the 
landing of Bourbon, with a reinforcement from 
Spain, were detained in the port of Marseilles 
nntil it was too late to accomplish their object. 
Bourbon who had now the command of the 
imperial forces, marched to Milan, to press the 
^icge with greater vigour. He found the city in 
a stttte of dreadful disorder and misery. The 
nKigistrates and principal inhabitants represent- 
ed to hin>; emphatically, the horrors which they 
endured from the emperor's soldiers, who com- 
mitted, in defiance of all discipline, the most 
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CHAP. Heentious excesses upou the citizens, fiourbqu 
^^' assured them, that the want of money to pay 



the soldiers was the only cause of these disor- 
ders, and if that were furnished, he would at 
once withdraw them from the city, and encamp 
them beyond the walls* (a) Poor and exhausted 
as the people of Milan were, they made an effort 
to raise thirty thousand ducats^ a month^s pay ; 
which, relying upon Bourbon's promise, tbey 
gave him ; but tbey found immediately after- 
wards, that he lacked the power or the inclina- 
tion to keep his faith. The cruelty of the 
soldiery was carried to so high a pitchy that 
many of the miserable burghers of Milan ter- 
minated by desperate suicides the existence 
which the outrages of their pitiless oppressors 
had made intolerable. At length Sforza, to 
avoid falling a prisoner iuto the hands of 
Bourbon^ whom he saw he could not much 
longer effectually resist, resolved to capitulate^ 
and surrendered the citadel on condition that he 
might retire in safety to Como. {b) 
pfeunds- The Varying interests of the confederating 
BoiXn powers^ and the consequent want of combina- 
Urge force, tion in their operations, and the supineness of 

(a) Bourbon said to the magistrates he knew tfaej had 
often been deceiv^ed by similar promises ; but he pledged his 
honour to them for the performance of that which be now 
made, adding an imprecation, that if he failed he might 
perish by the first shot fired in the first battle he should be 
engaged in* 

(6) Belcar., 1. xviii, Gnicciardini, 1. xvi Dn Bellay, 
1. 111. 
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the duke of Urbino, who had the principal cob- chap. 
duct of the campaign, would have made the ^' 
emperor master of Italy, if he had possessed saf. 
ficient pecuniary resources for payment of his 
armies. The want of this made their move- 
ments uncertain, and their discipline so lax, that 
nothing but the genius and activity of Bourbon, 
and his reputation with the soldiers, would have 
sufficed to keep possession of the territory he 
had won, surrounded as he was by enemies. At 
length however he was reinforced by the parti- 
san Freundsberg, who had taken so active a 
part in the battle of Pavia, and who had now 
raised a large body of German adventurers, and 
brought them to assist Bourbon, to whom he 
was strongly attached, and to share the spoils 
of the war. Freundsberg's own means were so 
scanty, that they were exhausted in giving the 
miserable sum of a crown each, to the sixteen 
thousand lanz-knechts who followed him ; but 
his reputation and his past successes, his devo- 
tion to the reformed religion, and hatred of the 
Pope and his government, were so well known, 
that he found little difficulty in tempting his 
countrymen with the prospect of the plunder 
which a campaign would aiTord, to march with 
him into Italy, (a) 

The confederates, upon the news of his pro- The con- 
gress^ determined to oppose it. The duke of Ur- Stemjjf'o 
bino quitted Genoa, which he was besit^ng, and *'*^*«*p*- 
repaired to Lucca, for the purpose of intercept- 

(a) Guicciardini, I. xvii. Dtt Bellay, 1. iii. 
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CHAP, ing him. Giovanoi de' Medici, " the hope of 
^^ Italy^'' accompanied him, awl having ascertained 



that Freuudsberg was on the road to Boi^oforte, 
be hastened thither with the light cavahy which 
be commanded. As the Germans bad no ca* 
yalry, and were believed to have no artillery, this 
impetuous young leader had promised himself a 
certain victory ; but the duke of Ferrara had 
given them four &ilconets, under cover of which 
®**Vi ^^^y safely passed the river. At the very first 
de' Medid. fire de' Medici was wounded in the thigh ; his 
troops lost their confidence with the fall of their 
leader ; they were dispersed ; and he was carried 
to Mantua, where a few days afterwards he died 
of his wound, (a) Freundsberg's^ detachment 
marched on unmolested^ satisfying their Lu- 
theran prejudices as they went, by destroying 
the images of Catholic worship^ and harassing 
the priests of that religion wherever they met 
them. They were joined by the prince of 
Orange at Guastalla, and having obtained sup* 

(a) He underwent an amputation of the thig^ widi nooon- 
queimble firmness. He held the lig^ht for the surgeons, and 
bade them perform their task fearlessly, while his own coun- 
tenance expressed none of the agony which he must have 
suffered. He was only nine and twenty when he died, but 
had distingaished himself so early, and so h^mmfubly, tfiat 
he was already ranked among tbe boldest and most ecpe* 
rieaced leaders of the day. He was the idol of his own sol- 
diers, who, after his death, changed their ensigns and uni- 
forms to black, in token of respectful mourning for their 
chief, and assumed the name of the Black Bands, lifter tho 
duke of Gueldres* troop, which had bosn out to pieces at 
Pavia^^Brantome, ffommet lliutt. Du BoUay, 1. iii. 
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pHM of money and artillery on their route^ chap. 
Fretmdsberg successfully effected a junction ^'- 
with Bourbon at Firenzuola. (a) 

Bourbon^s army was now nearly equal in 
numbers to that of the league^ but the want of sourbon't 
money pievented him from undertaking any 'X:l 
eflfectual enterprise. The Milanese was nearly 
exhausted, and the scanty supplies which were 
wrung by cruelty and oppression from the peo- 
ple, hai^ly sufficed to pacify the clamorous 
troops. The chancellor Morone^ who wag re- 
puted to be very rich^ remained still in the 
prison to which Pescara had consigned him. 
Bourbon^s want of money incluced him to offer 
dus intriguer, who had good reascm to fear that 
his life was in danger, a pardon and his liberty 
on payment of twenty thousand ducats. Morone, 
who did not believe that the emperor would sa- Extorts a 
carffice a man whose services had been so oflen ijS^Mo- 
and so usefully experienced, ventured to refuse 
11»solfer. Bourb^, whose ^ts were urgent. 
and w1k> knew that the Chancellor had the mo- 
ney, gai« orders for his instant execution, and 
then it was that Morone, finding the general was 
not to be trifled with, produced, a few hours be- 
fore he was to have been led to the scaffold^ the 
price at which his pardon bad been rated* (6) 

With tins money, and with what he had been 
^labled to raise by the plunder of churches, and 
by O[qpve88ions which were, if possible^ less justi- 
fiable. Bourbon for the present satisfied his army, 

(a) Gnieciardiiii, 1. xnu (&) Ibid. 
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CHAP, and marched them from before Pavia, with an 
^'' air of mystery which he probably assumed, be- 
cause he did not well know to what enterprise 

J^^ his wayward destiny might next lead him* He 
then announced to his troops, that the moment 
was at hand, which should recompence thmn for 
all they had suffered, and secure to them the 
reward they had earned. Their hopes, easily 
raised, were excited by this promise ; they ex- 
pressed their satisfaction by loud shouts, and 
promised to follow him wherever he would lead 
them, [a) Bourbon, whose intractable and cold 
haughtiness in the court of Francis, had ob- 
scured the nobler qualities of his character, and 
had failed to secure for him the respect and con- 
sideration to which his worth and talents intitled 
him, had succeeded, by his frank and affable de- 
meanour, in engaging the devoted affection of 
the rude soldiery by whom he was now sur- 
rounded, and over whom he exercised a. more 
certain and absolute dominion than that of any 
monarch in Europe. His valour in the combat, 
and his generosity at all times, had won their 
confidence, and secured their implicit obedience. 
He distributed among them his money, his plate, 
his jewels, even his clothes, reserving nothing 
but what was absolutely necessary, save a sur- 
coat of cloth of silver, which he wore over his 
armour, and which alone distinguished him from 
the meanest subaltern of his host. '^ My ccxn- 

(a) '* Nous vous suivrons partout ; dussiez vous nous mener 
i tous 1«8 diablos.*' — Brantome. Bourbon. 
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rades/^ he then saLd^ ^' I am a poor soldier, I do chap, 
not possess one doit more than the most needy ^ . 
among you : let us seek our fortunes together/' 

He left the care of the Milanese war to da Marches 
Leyva^ with a small detachment of his army, and r^. 



with his main body marched onwards towards 
Tuscany; The cbiefibains of the league hesi* 
tated how they should most effeotually attempt 
to stop him, but none of them could comprehend 
to what point his design tended. The country 
through which he passed was filled by his ene« 
mies, or was laid waste by the war ; a late and 
rigorous spring threw obstacles iu his way at 
every stq> ; many of the rivers were so swollen 
that the common fords were destroyed, and his 
progress thereby retarded and impeded; pro* 
▼isioDs were scarce ; money he had none ; and» 
to oompiete his misfortunes^ Freundsberg, on 
whose valuable cooperation he mainly relied^ 
was attacked by apoplexy, which rendered him 
incapable of exertion. Bourbou's perseverance 
triumphed over all these difficulties ; and, when 
he was within a few days march of Rome, and 
it was impossible and unnecessary longer to con- 
ceal his design, he avowed that it was with the 
plunder of that rich city that he meant to re* 
ward his needy host, (a) 



(a) Loigi Goicciardioiy // Stuco di Roma, The anthor 
saj0« Uiat Uie impending fate of the city had been foretold 
seyeral dajB previous to Bourbon^s arrival, by a man who 
appeared suddenly in the streets of Rome. He was called 
Brandano, a native of Sienna, a roan of mature age, lean, 

VOL. II. E 
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CHAP. Clement was struck with fear and horror 
"• when he perceived that the blow which Bour- 

thfd^. ^^ ^^^ threatened was to fall upon him^ and 
sought to avert it by an offer of money, which 
was rejected as insufficient. The Pope then 
besought Lannoy to exercise his influence, and 
the name of the emperor, to stop the march of 
the army. Lannoy sent a messenger, who barely 
escaped with his life, when the soldiers learned 
his errand ; and although the viceroy pretended 
to repair in person to arrest Bourbon's march, be 
was too cautious to trust himself within the reach 
of one so powerful, and whom his old, but not 
forgotten perfidy had made his implacable enemy. 
The Pope urgently implored the assistance of 
the French and the Venetians, and the marquis of 
Saluzzo and the duke of Urbino marched, in the 
hope of inclosing him. Bourbon, without shun* 
mug dther, avoided them both, and in the first 
week in May encamped his army under the 
walls of Rome. 

and red-haired. He walked bare-foot «bont the citj^ preach- 
ing to the populace the certain ruin of the clergy and court 
of Rome, and the reformation of the church. At times, with 
loud and dismal cries he would exhort the people to penitence, 
and assure them that their punishment was at hand. He ad- 
dressed the Pope himself, and with insolent and g^oss ex- 
pressions assured him that God had decreed his and the citj's 
destruction* He was imprisoned, but continued his preach-, 
ing and prophecies with still greater efficac j, and was yerj 
generally listened to. Luigi Guicciardini relates some other 
portents — such as a mule foaling, and a wall falling down, 
which at nearly Che same time announced the disasters that 
were about to happen. 
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Such hasty preparation as the time allowed chap.* 
had been made for the defence of the city, and ^' 
Bourbon, who knew its weakness, and who was The death 

' ' ofBour- 

urged by the wants of his army, determined hon. 
upon an immediate assault. He was out with 
a reconnoitring party at an early hour in the 
morning, and before the sun had dissipated the 
mist which at this season of the year always ex- 
hales from the moist plains by which Rome ia 
surrounded. A sentinel had been placed at a 
part of the wall which there had not been time 
efiectually to secure, he heard tlie footsteps and 
the voices of Bourbon's party, and, misled by the 
obscurity, thought he was retreating towards the 
wall, while he, in fact, was approaching them. 
He soon discovered his mistake and fled ; not 
so quickly, however, but that Bourbon saw him, 
and observed the place by which he entered the 
city. He ordered a charge to be sounded in- 
stantly ; scaling ladders were brought, one of 
which lie placed against the wall with his own 
hand, and, willing to be the first who should 
enter the city, he was half way up it when he was 
struck down by a shot. The wound which he 
received was mortal, as hei well knew. He bade 
Jonas, a Gascon captain, and an old adherent 
of his, who was near him, to cover him with hi$ 
cloak as he lay, and enjoined him to conceal his 
death from the soldiers lest it might abate their 
courage. He lingered for some hours longer, 
when he died in great agony within sight of 

E 2 
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CHAP, the city, the destruction of which he had tow- 

^'' ed. (a) 
The dty it '^^ Command then devolved upon the prince 
**^^: of Orange, whose animosity against France was 
scarcely less than that of Bourbon, (b) He con-^ 

tinued th6 attack with great fierdeness and vi- 
gour. Scaling ladders Were placed against every 
accessible poitit, and, although the defence was 
kept up with great earnestness, the constancy of 
the imperialists triumphed over the disadvan- 
tages occasioned by their want of artillery. The 
prince at first concealed from them the death of 
Bourbon ; and it was not until he found them re* 
coiling from the enetny's incessant fire, that, in 
order to animate their rage, he told them of 
their leader's fall, (c) It then produced the ef-- 

(a) Br^intome. 

(b) Philibert de Chalons stir la Saone, Prince of Orange, 
bad first offered his senrices to Francis, who had neglected 
them with a coldness and indifference which deterqiined him 
upon ref enge, to effect which he joined the emperor's army* 
He had heen taken prisoner hy Doria, in a naval engage- 
ment in 1524, and had heen restored to liberty without ran* 
Soro, at the emperor's instance, who ma!de it one of the con- 
ditions of the treaty of Madrid. His animosity was kept 
alive by the loss of bis estates, which had been coniiscatedf 
and the first use he made of his freedom was to join Bourbon 
with such strength as he could raise. It was his daughter 
who carried the principality of Orange to the house of Nas- 
sau, from which oiir William III. descended. Gaillard, 1. ii. 
c« 12. Turner, I. i. c. xriii. 

(c) Brantome has preserved a part of the old song of 
these soldiers, which makes the prince of Orange exclaim to 
them, on seeing Bourbon dead :— 
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feet which he had expected. They rushed once chap. 
more to the attack, made themselves masters of ^'^ 
the ramparts, and entered the city thirstjqg for andMcM. 
blood and pillage, and mingling with their cries 
(^vengeance the name of their late commajader. 
The scenes of carnage and horror which en- 
sued baffle description, apd the heart turns sick- 
ened from the contemplation of the enormities 
of which Rome became the theatre. The licen* 
tious soldiery roamed through the streets, com- 
mitting every excess that rapacity and lust could 
suggest. The churches were profaned, the pa- 
laces plunder^, blood shed with djeqdful wanr 
tonness, women violated under circumstances 
too horrid to he detailed, and neither rank^ nor 
age, nor sex, ajQEbrded the slightest protection 
against the enormities of the atrocious marau- 
ders. The Gennans gratified their hatred against 
the Romish prelates by the most impious and 
ridiculous mockeries of the symbols of tlieir re^ 
ligi<m ; but it was by the Spaniards and Italians 
that the most revolting horrors were perpetrated^ 
and scenes were acted^ compared with which the 

aackings and spoliations of Attila and Gaaseric 

seemed almost venial, (a) 

** Sonnez, Souiez! Trompettes! 
SoDneE tout d I'assaifU 
Approchez vos eiigins ! 
▲bbattez ces murailles ! 
Tons Lbs biens de« Romaiii^, 
Je Tons ^opne au pillage,*' 
(a) // Sac4;Q di Roma^ \j Loigi Guicciardi|ii, life nephew 
•f the historian, Fran^eaco Guiccfardini (which has also been 
aUribtttod to ** Giacomo Boonaparto Gentilhttomo Sanmia- 
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CHAP. The Pope and the greater pail of tlie cardi- 
^'' nals took refuge in the castle of St. Angelo ; but 
Tilt vope some members of the holy college, who were lesa 
sc S^io. fortunate, experienced the most brutal treatment 
from the infuriated soldiery, (a) The Pope, shut 
' up in the fortress, observed these horrors with 
dismay^ which was increased to despair by the 
failure of all hope of rescue. An attempt had 
been made^ by the marquis de Saluzzo^ to re- 
lieve the castle, but had been defeated. The 
duke of Urbino was busied in providing for his 
own safety; and Clement, after enduring the 
heaviest privations for more than a months and 
being reduced to absolute starvation, found it 
Tkidt expedient to surrender his castle to the prince 
plSoolen ^^ Orange, whose prisoner he agreed to remain, 
together with thirteen cardinals, until the em- 
peror^s pleasure should be knovm^ and the sum 
which the prince of Orange demanded for the 
payment of his troops could be raised. 

The news of this event fell with a stunning 

teae/*) contains a full account of the horrors which ensned 
upon the capture of Rome. Cinthio, the novelist, has also 
detailed them with great, power in the introduction to his 
"Heccatomithi.'* 

(a) The cardinal of Sienna, reljing upon his notorious devo- 
tion to the interests of the emperor, thought he should be safe 
in his own palace, where he remained. He was however com- 
pelled to pay a ransom, fixed by the soldiers, twice ; once to 
the Spaniards, and afterwards to the Germans. Not content 
with this, they dragged him out, placed him bare-headed on 
an ass, and thus paraded him through the streets, insulting 
and beating him as he passed. The cardinals of Minerva and 
Ponzetta, the latter an old man of ninety, experienced the 
•ane treatment. 
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effect upon all the members of the league, chap. 
Francis and Henry had been long engaged in a ^^ 
treaty for the marriage of the French king with xreaaei 
the English princess Mary, and for the delive- p^^^^a 
ranee of the dauphin and his brother ; (a) and ^^^^ 
now the mutual alarm which they felt at the 
increasing power of the emperor prompted them 
to enter into a closer alliance. They sent en- 
voys to the court of Spain to solicit the Pope's 
deliverance, and to ascertain Charles's intentions 
respecting his prisoner; and soon afterwards 
Wolsey set out <m a personal embassy to the J^^^ 
French court. He travelled into France with •tAmitnt. 
a rich train of noblemen and gentlemen, (6) and 
was received by Francis with the respect and 
state due to a monarch at Amiens, where, after a 

(a) On the 90th of April a treaty had been signed by the 
bishop of Tarbes and the viscount of Turenne, on the part 
of France, by which it was agreed that the princess should 
marry either Francis, or his second son the duke of Orleans ; 
Francis, as it was afterwards explained, if that monarch 
siioald remain a widower till she arrived at the age of pu- 
berty ; the duke of Orleans, if in the interval it should be 
deemed desirable by both parties that the king should marry 
Eleanora. Two other treaties were concluded at the same 
time, that both monarchs should jointly make war on the 
emperor if he rejected the proposals which they meant to 
offer ; and that Francis and his successors should pay for 
ever to Henry and his heirs a yearly rent of fifty thousand 
crowns, in addition to all other sums due to him from the 
French monarch. It was during the conferences respecting 
this marriage that the bishop of Tarbes ventured to ask 
whether the legitimacy of the princess were unimpeachable, 
-—lingard, vol. vi. p. 161. 

{b) HaU, 72S. 
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CHAP, fortnight spent in alternate negociation and fes- 
^* tivities, four treaties were signed concerning tfie 



atlS^** alliance of the monarchs. (a) Wolsey, at the 
same time, in conjunction with four other car- 
dinals, addressed a sympathising letter to the 
Pope, requesting him to appoint a Vicar-Ctene- 
ral, to execute his authority on this side the 
Alps, which office the English cardinal expected 
to be conferred upon himself. 
wudted to Charles's satisfaction at having become master 
release the of the Popc's dcstiuy was somewhat diminished 
by the embarrassment he felt respecting the 
manner in which he should use this power. He 
had endeavoured to have the Pope brought into 
Spain ; but the remonstrances of his own council, 
and the still more weighty objections which 

[a] The first confirmed the treaty of perpetual aUiaoce : 
the second stipulated that the daughter of Henry should 
marry (he duke of Orleans, if she did not marry Francis 
himself; the third fixed the amount of the suhsidy to be 
furnished by England for the fHrosecutioii of the war in 
Italy; and the last stipulated, that, as long as ike pontiff 
should be detained a captive, the two kings should neither 
consent to the convocation of a general council, nor admit 
any bulls or breves issued by Clement in derogation of tiieir 
rights, or of the rights of their subjects : that during the 
same period the concerns of each national Church should be 
conducted by its own bishops, and that the judgments of 
Wolsey in his legatine court, whatever might be the rank 
of the party condemned, should, in defiance of any papal 
prohibition, be carried into immediate ezeclition ; a clanse» 
the real object of which was to invest the cardinal with 
unlimited authority in the trial of the (contemplated) di« 
vorce, and to deprive Catherine of any aid from the au- 
thority of the pontiff. — Lingard, vol. vi. p. 166. 
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were made to thajt daring step by his Italian chap. 
army, had diverted him from it. He saw, too, ^- 
in the alliance of the French and English mo- 
narchs^ with the particulars of which he was 
made acquainted^ the jealousy which his suc- 
cesses had inspired. He replied^ therefore, to Hit reply. 
the envoys^ that he had neither caused nor sane-* 
tioned the Pope's d^ention ; that he de»red his 
libarat)on, and would exert himself to procure it ; 
but he protested that it did not depend upon him. 

Shortly before this time the king of England Henry** 
had begun to entertain that project for his di- 
vorce from Catherine which, afterwards, by one 
of those extraordinary operations in human 
affairs which seem to baffle all fore-knowledge, 
brought about the reformation of religion in 
England. Wolsey, who is suspected to have 
suggested to the bishop of Tarbes to express 
some doubts of the princess Mary's legitimacy^ 
went after the treaty of Amiens to Compeigne, 
with the French king and his mother^ whet'e, 
with unblushing impudence, he opened the 
matter of the king's contemplated divorce, and propwai. 
proposed a marriage between Henry and the miiSge 
duchess d'Alenyon. When that amiable and ^^^^ 
upright woman shrunk in disgust from so odious *^'^*«""*"- 
a proposition, Wolsey, undeterred, repeated it 
in favour of Ren^e, the sister-in-law of Francis. And aficr- 
This was rejected by the French king himself, Se"Jrhi'^ 
lest it might raise a dangerous claim to the ^*"**°**' 
dukedom of Brittany, and the cardinal returned 
to England disappointed, but still bent upon 
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CHAT, the prosecution of his desi^; and soon afler- 

^^' wards a series of applications were begun, with 

a view of procuring the Pope's consent to 

Henry's divorce, (a) 

TiMiMfuc In prosecution of the new league, it was de- 

empawr tcrmined that both monarchs should declare 

^ war against the emperor. An army was raised 

for the express purpose of effecting the Pope's 

liberation. It was to be maintained at the joint 

charges of Francis and Henry; and Lautrec, 

who, at Henry's request, had been appointed to 

the command of it^(6) marched it across the 

Tmty Alps. Francis^ at the same time, entered into 

sfona^ve- a treaty with Sforza and the states of Venice and 

Fkvfooe. of Florence, each of which agreed to furnish a 

certain number of troops; and preparations 

were once more made for driving the imperial 

arms out of Italy. 

(a) Turner's Henrff VIIL, 1. i. c. 20. 
(h) SleidaD, 1. yi. 



CHAP. XII. 

War declared by England and France — The Emperor^ e 
rephf to the heralde^-^Charles chalienge$ FrancU — 
Frandtfe reply-^The proposed duel is broken off— 
LaMire€?$ campaign in Italy — The Pope is liberated 
"^LoMtree proceeds towards Naples — Which he tit- 
veeU^^Doria* s defection — The battle of Salerno — 
Naples is relieved — Death of Lautrec — Retreat and 
^Rspersion of the army — Campaign in the Milanese 
'^Genoa revolts — Defeat of the French at Lan^ 
driano — Henry the EightKs divorce — The Pope is 
reconciled with the Emperor^^Francis proposes a 
peace — The treaty of Cambray — The French princes 
are releasedr^Marriage of Francis and Eleanora 
of Portugal. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

The negociations between the monarchs of 152^. 
England and France haying been complete, da«d b" 
their ambassadors at the Spanish court demand- i^ngiand 
ed their passports^ and withdrew- On the fol- France. 
lowing day Guyenne, the French king at arms, 
and Clarencieux for England, presented them- 
selves before the emperor. Charles, who was 
apprised of their errand, receired them sur- 
rounded by his assembled courts and listened 
in dignified silence to their statement of the 
grounds on which their denunciation was found- 
ed. These related principally to the imprison- 
ment of the Pope, and the ill treatment he had 
received ; the emperor's refusal to deliver up 
the sons of Francis ; and the non-payment of 
the fines which the king of England claimed. 

When the heralds had concluded, the empe- The empe- 
ror replied to Clarencieux, that he had no share [^ o^^ 
in the Pope's imprisonment^ but, on the con- 
trary, had done all in his power to put an end 
to it ; that, when the treaty of Madrid should 
be performed, the French princes would be 
free, and that he was ready to discharge the 
debt he Owed to the king of England. He, 
however, accepted Henry's defiatice, adding a 
caution to him, to place less confidence in the 
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CHAP, cardinal of York, who^ he said, had sworn to 

^"' en^ge his master and himself in a quarrel, in 

revenge for Charles not having employed his 

army of Italy to make him Pope by force, as 

Wolsey and Henry had in their letters repeatedly 

And to urged him to do. (a) To Guyenne he ad- 

ouyenne. j|.g§g^^ himsclf iu a vcry different tone. He 

told him, that now to declare a war, which for 
the last seven years had subsisted between them, 
would have been idle on the part of Francis 
if he had been free ; but being, as he was, his 
prisoner, liberated only on the faith of a promise 
which he had broken, it was a proceeding in 
the highest degree unbecoming and insolent; 
that if Francis was as jealous of his fame as he 
pretended to be ; if he had a proper sense of 
honour, or possessed the feelings of a gentleman^ 
he would have understood and replied to a mes- 
sage, which he, Charles, had sent him two years 
ago by Calvimont his ambassador. Bidding 
him repeat these words to his master, he dis- 
missed the French herald mthout further ex- 
planation. 
Charles in- Guyeuuc rcportcd exactly the emperor's mes- 
da to a sage, and Francis, who could not penetrate its 
meaning, wrote instantly to Calvimont, who 
was then in Spain, for an explanation of it. 
Calvimont, who had^ or affected to have for- 
gotten the purport of the emp^x>r's speech, 
wrote a respectful entreaty to him, that he would 
repeat it, in order that he might lay it before 

(a) Legramd, App. vol. iii. 
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his master. Charles replied almost immediately^ chap. 
that he had told the ambassador upon the oc- ^"' 
casion to which he referred, that Francis had 
basely violated his word pledged at Madrid ; 
and that if he ventured to deny it^ he (the em- 
peror) would maintain the truth of his charge 
to his teeth, and with his sword ; that while 
Christendom was threatened by enemies on all 
sides^ it was unnecessary and unjust for kings, 
who ought to be its protectors, to shed their 
subjects' blood for any other than that common 
cause ; and that he was ready therefore to settle 
this^ their private quarrel, in a private and per- 
sonal encounter. 

Immediately on his receiving the declaration The am- 
of war^ Charles had resorted to the unjustifiable at the s^- 
expedient of putting the ambassadors of France Tmpru^^ 
and the other confederate powers under arrest. *^ 
Francis, by way of reprisal, sent the Spanish am- 
bassador to the Chatelet; whereupon the emperor 
released the envoys in his dominions. Francis ^SSS!"" 
now assembled his court, and in their presence 
gave the Spanish ambassador^ who had been 
recalled, his farewell audience. After some words PnncU's 
of apology to the mmister for the severity with '»>« ««- 
which he had been compelled to treat him, he chauenge. 
bade him tell the emperor that he had most 
IbuUy calumniated him. He stated rapidly and 
passionately the events of the late wars ; denied 
that he was bound by the treaty of Madrid^ which 
had been extorted from him ; or that he was the 
prisoner of the emperor^ whom he had never 
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CHAR met in the field, but who had more than once 

^'' fled at his approach. After a long speech he 

bade the herald at arms read a cartel of defiance 

addressed to the emperor, in which Francb in 

plain^ but somewhat brubd language^ accused 

the emperor of having lied in his throat, (a) and 

called upon him to fix the time and place, 

where, hand to hand, they might settle their 

ijuarrel. This defiance yrns offered to the am- 

m' bassadoi", who declined to be the bearer of it ; it 

was, therefore^ intrusted to the herald, and the 

assembly broke up, not however without Francis 

•having forgotten his dignity, and violated all 

moderation and decorum. 

^^niie Guyenne delivered Francises challenge to the 

CTrtdto i^nperor at Moncon, in Arragon, and told him 

p^^' that he was expressly forbidden to be the bearer 

of any other reply than one which should fix the 

place of combat. The emperor answered, that 

(a) ** Vous faro&s enteadre que si vous nous arez vouloa ou 
Voulez charger que jamais nous ajons fait chose qu^un gen- 
tilhomroe aimant son honneur ne doive faire, nous disans que 
vous ayez menti par la gorge ; qu^autant de fois quo t^us le 
dir«z Tons mentirea ; estant d^liber^ de d^fendre nostre hon- 
neur jusqu'au dernier jour de nostre vie. Pourquoi, puisque 
contre verite vous nous avez voulu charger, desormais ne nous 
^crivez aucune chose ; mais nous assurez le camp, nous vous 
porterons les ai'mes ; protestant que si apres cette dedam- 
tioB en autres Iteux tous ^crivez ou dites psroles qui soient 
tootr^ nostre honneur que la honte du dekd du combat en sera 
vostre ; vu que venant audit combat, c'est la fia de toutes 
^critures. Fait en nostre bonne Ville et Cit£ de Paris, le 
▼ingUhuitieme jour de Mars Tan 1628, avant Pasques. 
Fban^ois.*'— Le P. Daniel, t. vij. p. 657. 
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FFBacis had no right to dictate terms to him in chap. 
his own dominions, and desiring Goyenne to ^"' 
procure a safe^conduct for a herald of his own, 
whom he would send with his answer^ he dis- 
missed him. 

Charles lost no time in replying to Francis's Burgundy 
defiance. He sent Burgundy, a herald at arms, ^^^^^ 
with a lengthened reply to Francis's speech, in answ«! * 
which he rehearsed the whole statement of the 
grieyances of which he complained. He made 
his herald also the bearer of a cartel^ wherein he 
fixed the day and the place of combat, which he 
proposed should take place on the bank of the 
Bidassoa. '* It is a place which must needs be 
well known to you,*' he wrote to Francis ; '* it 
is that spot in which I restored you to freedom - 
—in which you gave me your children as 
pledges for the performance of the treaty you 
have so shamefully violated. You cannot rea- 
sonably object to it, for it is situated as much in 
your dominions as in mine. One gentleman on 
either part shall make arrangements for the 
meeting, and settle the weapons of the fight ; 
and if you regard your honour, you can, imder 
no pretext, now refuse to meet me. (a) Bur- 
gundy repaired to France, but met with so many 
obstacles, that it was long before he was able to 

(a) Charles had applied to Castiglione, the author of U 
Cortegiano, to be his second in this duel; and had sent him 
an authenticated copy of the treaty of Madrid, to convince 
hin of the justice of the quarrel in which he sought his as- 
sistance. 

VOL. II. F 
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CHAP, gain an interview with the king ; and although, 
^^ among all Francis's faults, a want of personal 



courage cannot be reckoned^ it is impossible to 
account for the delay which took place between 
Buigundy's .arrival on the French frontier and 
his delivery of his hostile message to the king^ 
excepting on the ground that Francis had ex- 
pressly stated in his challenge, he would receive 
BO other communication from Charles^ than an 
appointment for the time and place of the duel, 
and that he had learnt the herald was the bearer 
of a long written explanation which he was or- 
dered to read. 
1588. The herald arrived at Fontarabia on the last 
day of June, where he stopped, the promised 
safe-conduct not having arrived. The governor 
of Bayonne asked if he came to fix the place of 
combat. Bm^undy assured him he did. Still 
the governor, believing that was not the sole 
object of his errand, took upon himself to viith- 
hold the passport until he had received further 
directions from the king. Several days were 
spent in the transmission of frivolous messages 
on the part of the governor^ and it was not until 
the 17th of August that he sent him Burgundy's 
safe-conduct, accompanied by a letter in the 
king*s own writings in which he reproved the 
governor for not having before conducted him 
to Paris. Burgundy then proceeded to Etampes^ 
which he did not reach until the 7th of Septem- 
ber, and where he was met by the herald Guy- 
enne, who told him the king was gone to hunt 
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at Montfort PAmaury, and that he was commis- chap. 
sioned to conduct him to Longjumeau, where ^"' 
Francis would send him word on what day he 
would receive his message. Some other days 
were passed^ in which Burgundy^s impatience 
was loudly and unequivocally expressed, and at 
length he insisted on going to Paris. Guyenne 
then said he had received the king's directions^ 
and would ' take him to the metropolis. Ar- 
rived at the gates of the city, a contest ensued 
between them on a most frivolous subject. Bur- 
gundy wore a tabard, on which were blazoned 
the arms of the province, whose name he bore, 
and to which the emperor laid claim. This 
Guyenne insisted he should take off before he 
entered the city. Burgundy positively refused, 
and Guyenne, finding that he could not prevail 
on him by persuasions, endeavoured to excite 
his feats, by telling him that he would not an- 
swer for his safety, if he should present himself 
before the assembled populace of Paris, in a 
dress which conveyed an insult to the king and 
the nation. Burgundy was inflexible, and at 
length he was permitted to enter in the ob- 
noxious tabard, and in that guise presented him- 
self on the 10th of September before the king, 
who had assembled in his palace the princes of 
the bloody the prelates, and nobility of France. 

As soon as he entered, and before he had Fnncun- 
finished his obeisances to the king, Francis *'"^*«**™- 
exclaimed, '^ Herald, do you come to fix the 
place of combat V " Sire,'' replied Burgundy, 

f2 
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CHAP. <' penmt me to perform my office and to deliver 
^^' the meseag^ with which the emperor has charged 
me/* ** No !" cried Ffancis, " I will not hear 
one word unless you first shew me an assurance 
of the place of combat^ signed by your master." 
The Spanish herald then attempted to read the 
cartel, ^* I bid you give me your master's let- 
ter/' said Francis^ '^ you may harangue after- 
wards as much as you will.** ^' Sire/' replied 
the herald, ** my orders are first to read the 
cartel, and then to delirer it/* " What !" cried 
Francis, rising hastily from his seat, '' does your 
master wish to introduce new customs in my 
kingdom, and to prescribe laws to me in my 
own court ? This is some new trick of his hy- 
pocrisy.** *' Sire," replied the herald, firmly, 
** my master neither does nor means to do any- 
thing but what becomes a brave and honourable 
prince/' Francis replied by a sneer, and, when 
Montmorenci would have interfered to check the 
immoderate anger by which Francis was trans- 
ported, he put him aside, and declared that he 
would not hear another word until the place of 
the proposed duel was fixed. ^^ Give me your 
cartel,'* he said to the herald, *' or begone as you 
came." Burgundy replied respectfiilly, ^* Sire, 
I cannot perform my office without your per- 
mission, which I now crave ; if you refuse it, let 
me have that refusal in writing, and my safe-con- 
niih h^ duct.** Francis ordered them to be given to him, 
niJ^ and the herald quitted the assembly. Two days 
afterwardsheapplied to Montmorenci forawritten 
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refusal. A paper vrm given to bim, containing chap. 
m statement of the audience, wliich Buigimdy ^^' 
refused to accept ; because, be said, the king^ 
▼iolence ^vas not described, and his own replies 
were not correctly repeated ; and on the 16th of 
September he quitted Paris, on his road back to 
8pain. (a) 

By this ridiculous termination of a proceeding 
which at first sight assumed so hostile a form^ 
both moimrchs exposed themselves to animad- 
version^ and scarcely escaped contempt* To 
doubt the courage of either is impossible. The 
impetuosity of Francis was ill advised and un- 
suited to the occasion ; but it must be remem* Tm^ 
bered that he had expltcifly stated, he would SiHd. °^ 
receive from the emperor neither message nor 
reply, save that which should appoint the place 
of combat, and that this was pertinaciously mid 
advisedly refused. On the other hand^ the de*- 
ception and caution which Charles almost con^ 
stantly displayed, may aflford reasonable ground 
for doubting whether he was as sincere as he 
pret^ided to be, in his ofifer to decide the quarrel 
by a personal encounter. Prom the eclat which 
this affair gidned, the practice of deciding pri- 
vate quarrels by duel became of frequent recur- 
rence: a practice which, although it is confes- 

^) D« BeUtf^ L iiu GsiUftrd, U iii. c. Id, who has ez^. 
traded bis accouit of this carious a&ir from a cbronide 
<x>iitaiiied in Nos. 8471 and 8472 of the MSS. de Bethune, 
in the French king's library. 
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CHAP, sedly alwa^^ unchristian, and almost . always 
^"' unsatisfactory, can hardly be dispensed with in 



the artificial state of society out of which it has 
grown^ and which now prevails throughout Eu- 
rope. 
Lftutrec'i While this affair was in progress, Lautrec, 
kfiSi^r ^^^ ^^^ passed the Alps at the end of July, at 
the head of a large and well-furnished army, 
pushed his conquests in the Milanese with a ri- 
gour which da Leyva, who commanded the im- 
perial forces there, was in no condition efleo- 
tually. to oppose. If the French general had 
marched for Rome, and joined his forces with 
those of the old league, there was every proba- 
bility that he would have driven the emperor's 
arms wholly out of Italy ; but the intrigues of 
the Italian states, who saw his progress with jea- 
lousy, succeeded in keeping him in Lombardy. 
He, however, made himself master of Alexan- 
dria, and took Genoa, with the assistance of 
Andrea Doria, who made a simultaneous attack 
on it by sea. Vigevano next fell before him.; 
he conquered the Lomeline, and took Pavia. 
While he was before the latter place, the cardi- 
nal Cibo came to him with an urgent message 
from the Pope, and implored him to march to- 
wards Rome, where his mere presence would, 
it was believed, effect his holiness's liberation. 
He represented too that the imperial army was so 
thinned by the effects of the disorderly life they 
had been leading ever since the sack of Rome, 
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and by the ravages of the plague, which had chap. 
broken out among them in its most horrid form^ ^'^' 
that they could not withstand an attack. Sforza, 
on the other hand, besought him not to leave 
the siege of Milan^ which must fall before him^ 
and without the capture of which his other con- 
quests were incomplete. Lautrec endeavoured 
to accomplish both these desirable objects ; and, 
committing the siege of Milan to the Venetian 
troops^ who, with Sforza's own army, he thought, 
would be sufficient for the reduction of that 
place, he marched the main body of his troops 
towards Rome. 

This proceeding had the effect that Clement Bfarches 
had anticipated. The emperor, who, although rodm. 
he was reluctant to set the Pope at liberty, was 
still less willing that he should be freed by any 
other power, immediately sent a commission to 
Ugo de Moncada, now the viceroy of Naples, (a) 
to treat with Clement for his liberation. The 
terms proposed were, that his holiness should pay 
the imperial army, without whose consent Charles 
had not the power of freeing him, their arrears 
of p^y; that he should renounce all attempts 
to revenge hin^self, withdraw from all alliances 
with the emperor's enemies, and give him cer- 
tain securities for the performance of his treaty. 
Clement temporized^ and at the same time urged 
Lautrec to hasten his march, while the adroit 
pontiff conciliated his two most powerful ene- 
mies, Morone and the cardinal Colonna^ both of 

(a) Lannoy had died shortly before at Gaeta. 
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CHAP, ^om had great inlSuence with the army wliicb 
^^' held him in durance, (a) 



The Pope As Lautroc ftdvanced, the emperor's demands 
iiUbeimted. ^i^ied, and Clem^it was offered his liberation 
on payment of sixty-seven thousand ducats to 
the Germans^ and thirty-five thousand to die 
Spanish soldiery^ before they quitted Rome ; and 
on engaging to make up the entire sum of 
three hundred and fifty thousand ducats by sub- 
sequent instalments within six months. This^ 
as none of the money was to go into lus own 
pockety the emperor called setting him free wMh- 
out ransom. Ostia and Civita Vecchia, Forli 
and Civita Castellana, were to be surr^ider- 
ed as security to the emperor. Ippolito and 
Alessandro de' Medici, and the cardinals Cesis 
and Orsino^ were given as hostages, and Cle- 
ment was compelled^ in violation of his own 
feelings and the holiness of his function^ to 
raise the sum required by selling the dignity 
of cardinals. The 9th of December was fixed 
upon for his liberation^ and he was to be con* 
ducted to Orvieto by a guard of Spanish sol- 
diers; but^ distrusting Moncada, he resolved 
not to place himself in his hands. At nightfall^ 
on the 8th^ he quitted the castle of St. Angelo 
in a humble disguise ; and, having joined a troop 
of his own harquebussiers^ who were waiting for 
him without the gates^ he was escorted by them 
to Montefiascone, and then proceeded^ almost 
alone^ to Orvieto, whence, while the impression 

(a) Belcar., Ixix. Guicciardini, 1. zTiii. 
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of his obligation was yet fresh, he vrrote to chap. 
Lautrec, thanking him in terms of fervent gra- ^"' 
titude for his recovered liberty^ of v^hich he 
justly considered the French general the main 
instnunent. (a) 

Lautrec endeavoured to persuade the Pope to Attempu 
join actively the league, and to assist the pro- padfica-^ 
secution of his design, which aimed at nothing 
leffi than the conquest of Naples ; but Clement, 
always timid, was still more inclined to forbear- 
ance by his recent imprisonment. He replied 
by ofiering his services to bring about a general 
pacification^ and some negociations were entered 
into, which^ however, produced no satisfactory 
result. Lautrec then determined to pursue his Lautne 
original plan, and^ notwithstanding the severity tu!^ 
of the winter, pushed on into the Capitanate ^*^** 
and advanced to Troia, where the imperialists, 
on withdrawing from Rome, had taken up their 
quartets^ with a view of checking the march of 
the French. Lautrec endeavoured to force the 
prince of Orange^ who commanded the imperial 
troops^ to an engagement^ but the latter would 
not quit his entrenchments, and to attempt to 
force them would have been too hazardous an 
experiment. At length, after several weeks of 
inaction, during which the French army suffered 
dreadfully from the cold, the imperialists retreat- 
ed by nig^t, and conducted their march so rapid- 
ly and so secretly^ that, when the daybreak disco- 
vered their absence, pursuit was impossible. (6) 

(a) Dq Bellay, 1. iii. Gaicciardini, 1. zviii. Belcar., 1. xix. 

[b) Da Bellay, 1. iii. 
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CHAP. Lautrec then proceeded to attack the most 
^"' important places ei the kingdom^ which he 

wme for- *^^^» ^^^y ^7 t^c banning of May, com- 

hi^ *"^ menced the siege of Naples, (a) 

Naples. And now, if he had been honestly assisted by 

the Venetians at sea, or^ if the naval force of 
France bad seconded his efforts, the slow but 
certain operation of £3imine must have insured 
him an easy victory over the city of Naples. 
But the republican state saw the success of the 
French arms with too much jealousy to help its 
triumph ; and the injudicious conduct of Francis 
and his government had paralysed the eflectual 
operations of the French navy. 

Doriau Andrea Doria, who had rendered France some 

ed^tb^tiie most important services during the wars, had 

Y<^^e^ been treated with neglect and injustice, which 
had roused him to revenge. He was sprung 
from an anciait and noble Genoese family, and 
was strongly attached to the free institutions of 
his native republic. He had earnestly backed 
the request made by the Genoese to Francis, 
that they might be restored to their old form of 
government, and that France would accept their 
voluntary assistance, which they pledged, instead 
of exacting it from them as a duty. Doria had 
exerted all the influence which his past services 
and his distinguished reputation (for he was, 
confessedly, the most able naval commander of 
his time) gave him to effect an object so dear to 
liimself and the state, and one which was, in 
itself, perfectly reasonable and just. HisBolici* 

(a) Sleidan, I. vi. 
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tations were not only disregarded, but the French chap. 
government endeavoured to raise the neighbour- ^"' 
ing port of Savona into a rivalry with that of 
Genoa. This was an injury not to be forgiven ; 
and its bitterness was increased by the insolent 
disdain with which Dona was treated by the 
French court. The first symptoms of his discon- 
tent became manifest on the occasion of a quarrel 
which he had with Renzo da Ceri, who com- 
manded the French galleys^ and which caused 
the failure of a projected attack on Sicily. 
Doria retired to Genoa, where he remained in- 
active in moody discontent. He left the com- The tattle 

■^ , of Salerno. 

mand of the galleys which were to blockade 
Naples by sea to his nephew Filippino Do- 
ria. The ships were not sufficiently numerous 
to make the blockade a strict and effectual 
one ; and the prince of Orange, who had reason 
to think that the discipline kept up on board 
the fleet was negligent and lax, planned an 
attack upon Filippino, which, if it had succeed- 
ed would have ridded him of a most dangerous 
enemy. He collected all his galleys ; added to 
them as many fishing and other boats as could 
keep the sea, and, having filled them with troops, 
Moncada assumed the command of this flotilla, 
and prepared to attack Filippino so suddenly 
that he should not be able to bring all his 
strength to bear upon them at once. Lautrec, 
who had been informed by his spies of this pro- 
ject, put Filippino on his guard, and at the same 
time secretly sent him four hundred harquebus- 
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CHAP, sieni. The attack ims made with gfreat vigour 
?^"' in the ^ulf of Saknio, but was sucoessfiilly re- 
pelled. Of the whole Neapolitan force two 
galleys only escaped ; (a) out of eight hundred 
soldiers seven hondred were slun or drowned ; 
Moncada was shot dead ; and Aacanio aad Ci^ 
nulla Colonna, the fNince erf* Salerno, aad the 
marquis du Goast^ with other leaders, were 
taT^thT ^^^n prisoners. Filii^ino Doria sailed with 
priMoeiv. them for Prance. On his arrival at Genoa 
Andrea Doria took charge of the prisoners, and 
expressed his determination of keeping Uiem 
until he should be indemnified by ihe French 
government, as well for the arrears of pay which 
were due to him, as for the ransom of the prince 
of Orange and Moncada, whom he had taken 
some time before the battle of Pavia, and wfaosa 
Francis bad released by the treaty of Madrid, as 
Doria contended, at his expense. At the same 
time he dtspatehed a gentleman to the French 
court to state these his claims, and to solicit their 
allowance. Francis and his council were fisll 
of indignation at the disrespectful manner in 
which Doria had endeavoured to enforce his de* 
mand. The council, who knew nothing of the 
man wilh whom they had to deal, nor of his 
power, inflamed <he kingis anger^ treated the 
detention of the prisoners as an act of treason, 

(a) Of these two, one afterwards deserted to the fleet of 
Filippino, in omseqaence of the ill-judged severity of the 
prince of Orange, who, in a transport of rage, hanged the 
commander of the other on hoard his own galley, for having 
fled from the fight. — Belcar., 1. zx. 
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and Bdvised that Doria should be deprived of his chap. 
cominand, and brought to trial for his offence. ^"' 



The marquis du Guast in the meantime availed ^^^^^"^ 
himself of his imprisonment at Genoa to endea- U^^^^ 
your to gain Doria for the emperor. Du Bellay Frands. 
Langei, "who was in luautrec's camp, learnt what 
was going <hi, and, with Lautiec's concurrence^ 
immediately set off for France, to avert, if it 
were pos^ble, the perilous consequences which 
he saw must ensue from the loss of so valuable 
an adherent as, Doria. In his way he stopped 
at Genoa^ where he imparted to Doria, with 
wh<Mn he was on terms of strict intimacy^ the 
obgect of his journey, and b^ged him to state 
explicitly the causes of his discontent with the 
French government. Doria told him frankly, 
thfti, ptovided the commerce of Genoa was se- 
eared, and his demands respecting the ransom of 
Us prisoners were satisfied, he would continue 
to serve the king as he had done before, and 
woald answer for die fidelity of the republic; but, 
that if these reasonable conditions were re- 
fitted, he would accept the offers which he con- 
faned were made to him on the part of the em- 
p»on Langei repaired to Paris^ and endea* 
voured to convince Francis of the justice of 
Dona's request, and of the inexpediency of 
losing his assistance at so critical a time. This 
sage advice was overruled chiefly by the influ- 
ence of the Chancellor du Prat. Barbesieux Donais 
was appointed to the command of the French h?/?oi^°^ 
fleet, and of the Genoese galleys^ with orders to "*"**' 
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CHAP, seize Dona's person, and to send him a prisoner 
^"' to France, there to receive punishment for bis 
alleged treason, (a) 

When Barbesieux arrived at Genoa with these 
orders, which it was so much easier to give 
than to execute. Dona received him Oil board his 
own galley. The French commanden began,- 
with some hesitation, to impart the subject of 
his errand, when Doria, who was as well ac* 
quainted as he with the intentions of the French 
government, interrupted him, by saying, " Sir, 
I know what you are commissioned to say and 
to do. Those are the galleys of France ; 
these, shewing him the Genoese galleys, are 
those of the republic. The former I deliver up 
to you ; the latter are under my command ; and 
now execute the rest of your orders if you dare/' 

Joins the Doria immediately afterwards concluded his 

emperor. , , • i i 

negociations with the emperor, and entered his 
service, (b) 

His first exploit against France convinced the 
king of the imprudence he had committed in 
Naples, quarrelling with him. He sail^ for Naples ; 
furnished the city with an ample supply of pro^ 
visions ; and effectually defended it against any 
attack by sea. Lautrec's siege became conse- 
quently a long and disadvantageous one ; the 
plague made dreadful ravages in his camp ; he 
lost many officers and men ; and was, himself, 
seriously attacked by the same fatal disease. His 

(a) Da Bellay, 1. iii. 

(6) Brantome, Andr, Doria, Sigonitts, 1. i. 
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courage and activity however^ for some time, chap. 
supported him against the complication of dis- ^'^' 
asters i¥hich assailed him. Notwithstanding his 
illness he visited and consoled the sick, and as- 
sured the discouraged soldiers that succours were 
on their way from France, and that a very short 
time would reward their sufferings by a glori- 
ous triumph. In the firm belief that the govern- 
ment would not through their negligence sacri* 
fice the advantages he had so difficultly gained, 
he rejected the advice of his officers to raise the 
aege. At length his strength sunk under the 
disease, and he was confined to his bed. The 
anxiety of his charge, and the hope delayed 
of the expected reinforcement, augmented his 
malady ; and^ although his friends practised 
upon him the pious fraud of assuring him the 
plague had ceased its ravages, he discovered 
the truth, (a) and learnt that his army was in a 

(a) LantreCy who suspected that he was misinformed re- 
■pectiDg the state of the camp, sent for two of his pages, 
mud, haTing threatened to have them scourged to death if 
they did not tell him the tmth, he asked them what was the 
real condition of the soldiery. The terrified bojs gave him 
a tme pictore of the horrors which prevailed in the camp ; 
and Lautree, overcome with his mental and bodily sufferings 
tamed round in his hed, and expired with a groan« — Bran, 
tome. Hwmm. lilustr, Lautrec. 

Laatrec's corpse was first buried by his soldiers near the 
camp, but afterwards removed to Naples by a Spanish soldier, 
in the hope that his family would purchase his remains at a 
high price* Here they remained until Gonsalvo Ferdinand 
discovered them, when he had them conveyed, with due ho- 
nours and pomp, to the church of Santa Maria la Nuova, and 
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CRAF. stat&of the utmost misery and daager. The^felal 

^"' news made so great an impression upon him, tiiiat 

JfLiiteS. ^^ ^^^^ instantly. With him fell all the hopes 

of the expedition. The marquis de Saluzzo 

assumed the command of the army, and ordered 

an immediate retreat, which was made in gocMi 

order, but in which Pietro da Navarra was taken 

T^jjjj^y prisoner, and died soon after at Naples, (a) The 

""mmwd ^^™y *^red to Averso, where they were be- 

of themar- sicged by the imperialists ; and the marquis de 

luixoto Saluzzo being so badly wounded in the knee^ 

"^'"^ * that he could no longer maintain the command^ 

and the greater part of the army being worn out 

with sickness, a disgraceful, but an unavoidiMe 

which cA- capitulation was agreed to. The city and the 

pituiatcs. ^ji^ti^ ^jth the artillery, arms, baggage, and 

horses, were given up to the Prince of Orange. 
The Italian soldiers engaged not to senre against 
the emperor for the ensuing six months ; sueh 



mider a marble moQumenty on Which he had in- 
SOTibed the Ibttowing epitaph : ** Odeto Fexio Lautraeeo^ 
ComalTas FerdinaiiduSy Lndoyici filius Cordnfoa, magn 
Conaalvi nepos, cvm ejoa ossa, qnaniTis hostis, «t beUi Cor-* 
tuna tuleraty tine honore jacere comperiBset, hiiinanar«iii 
miseriamm memory ita in avito sacello^ daci Gallo Htspanua 
princepa poenit.'*-*-Le P. Daniel, torn. rii. p. 680. 

(a) It haa been mid that he was atrang^led helweea t«re 
mattreases, by order of the emperor, aa a pnniibment for hie 
fonner desertion ; a story which is wholly UDSupported by. 
eridence, and is highly improbable ; because Navarra had 
before been his prisoner at Genoa without experiencing ^ny 
eitNiordinary rigonr ; and such desertfons as- his wtre too 
common at the time either to be thoight dishenavmble «r 
deterring ponishment* 
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of the French troops as were not suffering from chap. 
sickness joined Renzo da Ceri, and the prince of ^^'' 
Melphi^ in the Abnizzi ; and the sick were con- 
ducted to the French frontier under an escort 
furnished by the Prince of Orange. All the 
places which the French had taken in the king- 
dom of Naples were surrendered ; the marquis 
of Saluzzo and his principal officers remained 
prisoners. The marquis died of his wounds g^ ^ 
soon afterwards at Naples, having held a short 
command long enough to lose all that Lautrec 
bad gained, and to effect the dispersion of the 
army of the league. 

The campaign in the Milanese, though more The cam- 
varied in its incidents, and more protracted, IKu 
was not more fortunate in its ultimate result to *°*'*' 
FVance: The indefatigable da Leyva had vic- 
tualled Milan, and by his activity kept the con- 
federated army always in action, although he 
avoided coming to an engagement. The duke 
of Brunswick had raised for the emperor an 
aimy of ten thousand lanz-knechts, and six 
thousand horse in Germany, with which he 
marched into Italy to da Ley va's assistance ; but 
the Spaniard, who had no inclination to share 
with the duke and his troops the glory and the 
profit of a war which he knew he could carry 
on alcme, received him coolly. He persuaded 
him to lay siege to Lodi, and while he was en- 
gaged in this tedious and fruitless attempt, the 
plague made such ravages in his camp, that his 
Ianz-knecht9, who found their expectations of 

VOL. II. o 
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CHAP, pillage wholly disappointed^ and vrbo could get 

^"' none of their promised pay, deserted in gfeat 

numbers. After a short time only two tbousamd 

men remained of the duke's army, and theae da 

Lieyva took into his own pay^(a) 

The count de St. Pol arrived from France 
with an army, which, although it was nominally 
a very large one, was, like all the French levies 
weakened by the rapacity and bad mam^e- 
ment of the leaders. He eflfected a junctioa 
with the troops of the league, but eflfected no- 
thing of importance, except the taking of Pavia. 
?neS^fw ^ona, who had now returned froirt Naplea, 
thedorai- attacked Genoa, in the hope of driving the 
France. Frcnch out of it. Barbc^icux fled with \m 
galleys to Savona for safety, and Teodoro Tri- 
vulzio, who commanded in the town, retired to 
the citadel. Doria entered the city, the people 
rose in his favour, the French yoke was broken, 
and Doria was hailed as the deliverer of his 
country. St. Pol sent a force to the assistance 
of Trivulzio, but the soldiers deserted becauae 
they had received no pay before they reached 
their place of destination. St. Pol set off him- 
self in person, but it was then too late ; Tri- 
vulzio had been obliged to surrender, Genoa was 
free, and had adopted, with Doria's advice, a po- 
pular form of government, which, retaining ail 
the liberty they had enjoyed in their former in- 
dependence, protected them against the parly 
dissensions between the nobility and the people, 

[a) Guicciardini, 1. xviii. 
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that had proved so faUd on other occasions, chaf. 
Doria hintself *sed \?ith great moderation the ^^^ 
advantages i^vhich his good fortune and his ta- 
lents had procured him. He refused all re- 
i^mrds, declined all public honout*Sj was satisfied 
^th se^ng his country prosperous and free^ and 
suflStiently recompensed by the consciousness 
that his own eflforts had mainly contributed to 
bring back so happy a state of things. 

The count de St. Pol, in the mean time, re- The count 
mained almost inactive. He made an attempt defeased at 
to seize EKma in his palace on the sea-shofe, ^»°^"^"°- 
which failed in its main object, Doria having 
jnst tin^e to put to sea in an open boat, but 
enriched the soldiers with the plunder of his 
magnificent resid^ice. The operations of the 
ccmfederates were tardy and ineffectual ; and St. 
Pol, who was bent upon recovering Genoa, and 
was desirous of effecting his enterprise alone, 
seat his advanced guard from Landriano to 
LArdirago, intending to join it in person on the 
following day. ' Da Leyva, who watched his 
tfaovements very closely, and had just received 
ft reinforceinent, learnt that the river which St 
Pol had to cross, was so swelled, that his artillery 
could not pas6. Although da Leyva was so 
crippled with the gout that he could not mount 
bis horse, he put on his armour and causing four 
of hia men to carry him in a chair to the attack, 
he came *up with St. PoPs division before day- 
break^ and of course when he was least expected. 
The surprise was complete ; and long before the 

g2 
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CHAP* two bodies of the French troops could be re- 
**'• united^ the first was defeated. St. Pol himself, 
compelled to fly by the hurried retreat of his 
soldiers, attempted to leap a large trench, but 
his horse was so much exhausted that he fell in 
the midst of it, narrowly escaped suffocation 
in the mud, and was made prisoner, with four 
of his officers. The cavalry, which had escaped, 
carried the news to Pavia, and exaggerated their 
loss and the numbers of the imperialists to such 
a degree, that the van-guard determined to offer 
The irmy no resistaucc. The whole of the French army 
iiMjuperi. ^jjg Yjy these means dispersed. Such of them 
as were able made the best of their way to the 
frontier of their own country, and Italy was 
completely evacuated, (a) 
Frocwd- From the period at which Wolsey had set on 
thj to nw ^'^^ '^^ operations of the league, he never ceased 
Htn^vni ^^^ solicitations to the Pope until he extorted 
from him a decree that the marriage of Henry 
and Catherine was invalid, and a commission, by 
which the cardinal Campeggio was authorized to 
hear. and determine the cause in. England. , It 
was with reluctance that Clement acceded to the 
urgent entreaties of Gardiner, the English mi- 
aiister at Rome; and when at length he com- 
<plied, it was evidently rather through fear of the 
•threats, which Gardiner openly directed against 
him, that the king of England would leave him 
Jn his thral4om and quit the league, than be- 
cause he was convinced by his arguments or by 

{a) Dn B^llaj, 1. tin Guicciardini, 1. xix. Beletr., l.xt. 
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the justice of the case, which indeed he frankly c hap. 
confessed he was too ignorant of the law to de- . 
cide. The decretal bull was given by him to 
Camp^gio, with an understanding that it should 
not be made public^ in order to protect Clement 
from the vengeance of the emperor^ who had 
made him promise that he would not decide the 
question of his aunt's marriage without first ap- 
prising him of his intention. Campeggio per- 
formed this part of his errand effectually, by 
embezzling or destroying the document ; but 
that it had passed the Pope's seal is indisputa- 
ble, (a) After long delays the commission was 

{a) The indignation which was felt in England at so bare- 
iaosd a jnggle, was openly expressed in council by the doka 
of Suffslky when a lively scene ensued between him and the 
cardinal of York, who reproached him, not without reason, 
lor having forgotten the service he had rendered him in his 
marriage. 

The legates had been careful to prolong the trial by re- 
pealed adjournments, till they reached that term when the 
summer vacation conunenced, according to the practice of the 
Rota. On the 23rd of Jnly they held the last session : the 
king attended in a neighbouring room, from which he could 
see and hear the proceedings ; and his council, io lofty termff, 
called for the judgment of the court. But Campeggio replied, 
that judgment must be deferred until the whole of the pro- 
ceedings had been laid before the pontiff: that he had come 
there to do justice, and no consideration should divert him 
from his duty. He was too old, and weak, and sickly to seek 
the favour or fear the resentment of any man. The defen- 
danl^haA challenged him and his colleague as judges, because 
they were the subjects of her opponent. To avoid error, they 
bad therefore determined to consult the apostolic see, and for 
thai purpose adjourned the court to the commencement of 



Xil. 
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CHAP, opened in Englan^^ but the proceedings were 
^"' protracted by every device that the ingenuity of 
the artful Italian could suggest ; and ajt length 
the queen's appeal from the judgment of the 
eommission 19 England to the Pope in person 
at Rame> furni^ed him with a feasible pretext 
foi; adjoumiog the further discussion of the ques* 
tion, of which he availed himself^ in i^^te of the 
remonstrances of ^enry and Wolsey. These 
transactions filled theperiod of the Italian cam- 

the next term, in the beginning of October. At those words, 
the dake of Saffolk, striking the table, exclaimed with yehe- 
mence, that the old saw was now verified : ** Never did car« 
dinal bring good to England I" Though Wolsey was aware 
of the danger, his spirit could not brook this insult. Rising 
with apparent calmness he said, '* Sir, of all men living yon 
have least reason to dispraise ear^nals : for if I, a poor car- 
dinal, had not been, you would not, at this present, have had 
a head upon your shoulders, wherewith to make such a brag 
in disrepute of us, who have meant you no harm, and have 
given you no cause of offence. If you, my lord, were the 
king's ambassador in foreign parts, would you venture to de- 
cide on important matters without first consulting your sove- 
reign ? We are also commissioners, and cannot proceed to 
judgment without the knowledge of him, from whom our au- 
thority proceeds. Therefore do we neither more nor less 
than our commission allowetb ; and if any man will be of- 
fended with us, he is an unwise man. Pacify yourself then, 
jmy lord, and speak not reproachfully of your best friend. 
You know what friendship I have shewn you ; but this is the 
first time I ever revealed it, either to my own praise or your 
dishonour." The court was then dissolved, and in less than 
a fortnight it was known that Clement had revoked the com- 
mission of the legates on the fifteenth of the same month. 
— Lingard, vol. y'u p. 203. Cavendish, 434, Herbert, 278. 
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paign, which has been described, and it was chap. 
npon the news of its termination that Campeg- ^"- 
gio resorted to the above expedient, (a) 

The immediate result of the defeat of the The Pope 
French army at Lardirago, was a general paci- fretlty witb 
acation. Thd Pope saw that to expect any ef- J^f/""^' 
fectual aid from France would be in vain^ and 
of his own inability td withstand the emperor 
he had been too painfully convinced. He made 
therefoie proposals for a treaty of peace, which 
ware agreed to and ratified at Barcelona on the 
39th cftf June. The terms of the treaty were^ that 
Clement should' reinvest Charles in his title to 
Naples^ while the emperor should assist Clement 
in re-establishing the sunken ecclesiastical power^ 
and in repressing the efforts of the partisans of 
die reformation. The emperor stipulated also, 
that he would restore to the holy see Ravenna, 
Modena, and Reggio^ the salt monopoly of Cer- 
via^ reinstate Alexander de' Medici in the go- 
Fwnment of Florence, which had revolted from 
the dominion of the Medici during the late trou- 
bles, assist Clement against the duke of Ferrara, 
and pardon Sforza upon certain conditions. In 
consequence of this arrangement, Clement re- 
called Campeggio from England, and allowed 
the queen^s appeal to his own court, which ef- 

(a) The particulars of the negociations with the Pope on 
this Sttbject, and their result, are stated with great clearness 
and minuteness in Turner's Henri/ VIIL chap. xxii. xxiii. 
and xxiy. 
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Actually friBtrated all Henry's hopes of gaining 
a sentence of divorce on which he could act 
from Clement^ and convinced him that he had 
been deluded. 

Francif Francis, whose recent failure in Italy had be- 
p^^SeT** gun to make him despair of effecthig the libera 
tion of his sons by the force of his arms, and 
who was yet deeply and naturally anxious to 
free them from the custody of the emperor, deter- 
mined, upon learning the Pope's treaty, to endea- 
vour to eflfect his object by pacific means. Negoci- 
ations were b^fun, and it was settled, that his 
mother^ on his part, and the Lady Margaret^ the 
regent of the Low Countries, whom the em- 
peror had empowered to treat for him, should 
of Cam- meet at Cambray to arrange the terms of the 
^'*^' release of the royal children, and a truce be- 
tween the monarchs. The ladies entered upon 
their oflSce^ and, after long deliberations, at 
which the ministers of the European powers 
were present, a peace, which was called from 
the persons by whom it was settled, '* the Ladies' 
Peace,'' was agreed on. Francis undertook to 
relinquish Artois and Flanders to Charles, and 
to withdraw from Italy at once his claims and 
the means of enforcing them. He was imme* 
diately to complete his contracted marriage with 
the Queen Eleanora ; to settle upon the male 
issue of their union the contested duchy of 
Burgundy ; and to engage for the payment of 
two hundred millions of crowns, in which sum 
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was included the debt to England, (a) The csAt. 
emperor stipulated also tbatBourbcm^s attainder ^^^* 
should bo reversed^ and his heirs permitted to 
succeed to his property ; and upon these con« 
ditions he cons^[ited to give up the princes. 

On the 5th of August the treaty was pub* 1529. 
lisbed, and^ soon afterwards, the marshal Mont* di J* poM 
morenci repaired to the Spanish frontiers with cii£^ 
the money which had been fixed as their ran- 
som j and to' receive the princes. (6) The ex- The 
change was efl^ted in nearly the same manner pnnces m 
as that of Francis had been performed, and it 
took place on the same spot. The queen of 
Portugal^ with the sons of Francis, appeared on 
the Spanish side of the Bidassoa^ accompanied 
by the constable of Castile ; and on the Na- 
varre bank was Montmorenci with forty-eight 
cases, which had been fastened up and sealed 
with the signets of Francis and Charles, and 
which contained the money. They approached 
at the same moment a boat which was in the 
middle of the stream, and there the exchange 

(a) Henry afterwards released this debt to Francis, and 
sent one of the royal jewels, which had been pawned with 
him, BM a present to his god«child, the prince Henry. — ^Rym. 
Fmd^ vol. xiT. 

{b) This exchange was delayed by means of the chancellor 
dm Prat, who, in that spirit of baseness and tricking which 
he had so often displayed, endeavoured to defraud the eni« 
peror in the weight and value of the specie which was to be 
delivered to him. His cheat was detected, and the necessity 
of aoDding to Paris for the sum required to make up the de- 
ficiency postponed for a time the princes' discharge. 
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GUAP. was effected. The quea^ Eleanora and the 
^^' priojCos la&ded in France^ and were c(Mnreyed 



meJm'' ^ Bourdeaux; whece tbe king met them. The 
r^ iipyal lAuptiala were then celd[>rated; on the 

5th of Mareh foUowingt^ Eleanora- made hev 
and Eie«- foimal 60 try into Paris a^ queenr of France^ and 
mTri^, once more the country ei^oyed a respite from 
tof^Sa^ the exhausting and harassing wara in which she 

had been so long engaged. 



CHAP. XIII. 

The King reforms the AdminUiration of Jusiice'^Re^ 
vives the Grand Jours^^Estahluhes Prqfessorshipg 
— Danes — Paradis^-^Guidaeerio^^Vatable'^Lato^ 
mus — Oallandr^ Postel-^Vicomercato — State of 
Literature in Prance-^Marot^^The Queen of Na^m 
varre — Rabelais — 7%e King*s Poems — State of the 
Pine Arts in Prance-^The King brings da Vinci to 
Paris — Jean Cousin — Francois Clouet — Leonard 
de Limoges — Andrea del Sarto — Maitre Roux — 
Benvenuto Cellini — Primaticcio — Titian — Brittany 
annexed to the croion of France — Death of the 
Duchess d'Angoulime^^State of Religion in Prance 
"^Luther's propositions condemned by the Sorbotmc 
'•^Persecutions of the Reformers — Le Ckrc is put to 
death — The Emperor visits Italy and Germany — 
Diet of Spires^Protest of the Lutherans — Confess 
mm of Augsburg — League of Smalkalden — Fronds 
joins the League — Regulates the Finances^ and 
provides an Army — The Turks invade Hungary 
'^Interview between Francis and Henry at Boum 
hgne-^Interview between the Pope and the King 
-^Marriage of the Dauphin and Catherine de* Me* 
diet* 



93 



CHAPTER XIII. 

Francis having thus obtained for his country 71,^1^1^ 
a respite from the distractions of war^ applied J^J^i. 
himself with earnestness to the redress of the||jj^^«f 
evils which those disorders had occasioned, and 
to rectify the domestic economy of his king- 
dom. His first and most important object was 
to reform the administration of justice^ which, 
during the recent troubles and the consequent 
neglect of the government, had degenerated into 
a state of great weakness and corruption. In 
the provinces particularly, some of the nobility 
had, under colour of their territorial jurisdic- 
tions, so encroached upon the common law of 
the land, that justice was administered at their 
mere caprice,* or^ what was worse, as suited 
their private interests. To remedy these abuses 
Francis re-established the institution of the Re^^ei 
Grands Jours, which had fallen into disuse jVu^™^ 
since the reign of Charles the Seventh. This 
was an ambulatory tribunal, composed of th^ 
Mattres des Requites, counsellors of parliament, 
and other judges, who held solemn assizes in 
such of the provinces as the king's commission 
specified^ and who had supreme jurisdiction 
over all criminal matters, and in all civil plaints 
to a certain amount. 
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CHAP. He turned his attention also to the establish- 
• . ment of the royal college^ which he had never 



no. 



tsf^^' forgotten, although the wars and his imprison- 
•onhipfc ment had prevented him from the execution of 
the magni^cent design ^hidi he had formed. 
With a view of making such preparations as 
would ultimately favour this enterprise, he im- 
mediately established in the university of Paris 
professorships for Greek, Hebrew, and Latin^ 
with ample endowments ; and selected, with 
great discrimination, or with rare good fortune, 
some of the most learned men in the world to fill 
Danet. them, (o) The first Greek professor was the cele- 
oLit^ brated Pierre Danes ; (&) and Paradis, (c) Guidace- 

(a) Mim. mr U Collige Ro^L 

{h) Pierre Danes was bom at Paris in the year 1497, of 
an ancient and liononrable family, tie was one of the most 
accomplished men of his day» and ^as described by his papil 
Cenebr&rd a« *'a great oratof, a great philosopher, a good 
nuthettatleian, and well versed in medieine and in theology.*' 
He Vras p^rfecUy skilled in the aticient languages ; pub^ 
lished, in 1S33, an edition of Pliny, and assisted de Selve, 
afterwards bishop of Lavaur, in a ti^anslation of Plutardi, 
the first volume of which appeared in 1535. In the latlelr year 
ht made fei journey witii de Selve to Italy, for the purpose of 
collecting manuscripts, and eijoying the society of the learned 
men who resided there. He afterwards filled some more 
important public employments ; defended Francis against an 
attack made upon him by the emperor at Rome in 1536 ; 
and wrote a treatise on the office of ambassador. His cha- 
rity and beneficence lent a lustre to his acquirements, and 
procured for him the title of the ** Father of the afflicted**' 

(c) Paul Paradis, dit U Canotae, was bom at Venice, of 
Jewish parents, whose religion he early renounced. He was 
profoundly skilled in Hebrew, and possessed the talent of 
imparting his knowledge to others in an estraordittary de- 
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rioi (a) and Vatable, (h) sueoefisi vely filled tli^ pr«^ chap. 
fessorship of Hebrew. Barthelemi Latomus, (e) •^"'' 

\&tMt 
gree. The most learned meo in Paris were among his pupils i a^^^™^ • 
and Margaret de ValoiSy who had a thirst for knowledge, 
Tery remarkable for her sex and her times, took lessons «f 
btiii» and recommended him to the king's favour. 

(a) Gatdacerio had been distinguished for his learning by 
the family of the MecKci, and was publicly teaching Hebrew 
at Rome, when it was sacked by Bourbon*s amiy. He then 
repaired to Paris, where he says Francis had insured him a 
destiny more tranquil and happy than the Medici or the Pope 
eould baye procured for him in Italy. He wrote a Hebrew 
grammar, which he dedicated to Leo X., and sorae com-* 
mentaries on the Psalms, and on several books of the Bible. 

(b) FraBfois Vatable was a priest, whose learning raised 
him from the obscure station which his birth would have as^* 
signed to him. His ardent love of study, and his rare 
talents, enabled him so far fo profit by the lessons of tfa^ 
learned foreigners whom the encouragement of Louis XIL 
and Francis had drawn into the kingdom, that he was believed 
to have surpassed them all. He translated and wrote com* 
mentaries on several parts of the Bible, which drew upon him 
tlie persecQtioDS of the intolerant Catholics of his time, who 
aoeiiried him of heresy. Francis, however, protected him 
against their attacks, gave him the professorship of Hebrew^ 
and the abbey of Bellinasone. He died only a fortnight be* 
fare hit benefactor, regretted by all who could appreciate 
bia talenta, and in the bosom of the Catholic church, not- 
withstanding the aspersions of his enemies. 

(c) Latomua^ er le Masaon, was the first professor of 
Latin eloquence. On the occasion of a tumult, which took 
plaee in the year 1537, respecting the reformed religion, he 
waa with difficulty saved from the fury of the mob, who con* 
eluded^ because he was born in the duchy of Luxemburg^ 
that he must be a Lutheran. He was obliged, at an advanced 
age, to quit the classical pursuits which he loved, to engage in 
a reiigioas controversy with Martin Bucer. He published 
annotations upmi Cicero and Terence, and wrote a great 
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CHAP, and Pierre Galland(ff) taught the Latin lan- 
""' guage and literature. The king founded also 
a professorship of mathematics, which the ce- 
lebrated and eccentric PosteI(6) filled^ and 

qnantitj of Latin Terses celebratiiig Frmncis L, the en- 
perors Maximilian and Charles, his countryman Sickinghen^ 
and others. 

(a) GaUand succeeded Latomns. He wrote a life of da 
Chattel, and a fonend oration on Francis, which he pro. 
nounced pnhlicly in the college. 

(b) Guillaume Postel taught mathematics and the oneotal 
languages. His learning was of the first order, bat his 
conduct was so extraordinary as to give reason for doubt- 
ing his sanity. He was born in 1510, in the diocese of 
Avranches, and lost his father and mother by a pestilential 
disease when he was only eight years old. When he was fonr. 
teen years of age he kept a school at the village of Say, near 
Pontoise. He then went to Paris, where the scantiness of his 
means compelled him to associate with some persons as poor 
as himself, by whom he was stripped and so maltreated that 
he was obliged to go to a hospital, where he was detained by 
sickness for two years. A great dearth which prevailed 
drove him from Paris ; and he went during the antumn to 
Beauce, where he supported his existence by gleaning. He 
returned to Paris, and obtained employment as a servant to 
some of the tutors of the college, where he applied himself 
86 ardently to study, that in a short time he surpassed his 
instructors, and acquired the reputation of extraordinary 
learning. He became professor of mathematics, and at the 
same time taught the eastern languages. Francis employed 
him to collect manuscripts for him in the Levant, a commis- 
sion which be filled with great success. His nnremitting 
study, however, appears to have had an injurious efiect upon 
his reason. He affected the mystic doctrines of the Rabbis^ 
and persuaded himself that he was favoured with visions, in 
which the angel Raziel revealed to him the secrets of heavoo. 
He conceived the project of reconciling the differences of 
faith which prevailed, and of bringing all mankind to one 
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Vicomercato (a) gave lectures on the Greek and ch-ap. 
Latin philosophy. The science of surgery began **"• 



under the liberal encouragement of Francis to ^^"^" 
free itself from the superstitions by which the 
ignomnce of its professors had disgraced it^ and 
impeded its progress ; but, although the king 
was fully sensible of the value and importance 
of the discoveries to which he gave so favour- 
able an impulse, he was not sufficiently beyond 
the influence of the times in which he livedo to 
free himself from the vulgar prejudices that 
prevailed respecting the professors of medi- 



refigion, in pursuit of which he printed a book called Caum 
cordium Mundi. He sought an interview with Francis, in 
which he promised him the universal monarchy, on conditioa 
that he would reform his court, his household, the church, a^d 
the universities ; and above all, the administration of justice. 
Francis promised all, and Postel assured him that he should 
be sovereign of all the world. Full of his project he went to 
Rome, became a Jesuit, but differing from some of the 
brethren retired to Venice, where he committed many extra- 
Tagancies, and under the influence of an old woman, who 
was as mad as himself, he wrote a treatise called 2>tf Vinculo 
Jtfundi^ in which he asserted, that the universal government 
was to be held by women. He returned to Paris, and was 
confined in the monastery of Saint Martin des Champs until 
September, 1581, where he died. 

{a) Vicomercato was a learned Milanese, who had been 
pfofessor in some of the foreign universities, and who dis-. 
tinguished himself in France by his commentaries on the 
works of Aristotle. 

[b) Jews and Arabs were then the most renowned profes- 
sors of medicine, and the vulgar notions had so confounded 
their knowledge with their religion, that, unless they pro-^ 
fessed the faith of their seveml nations, they were not relied 

TOL. II. H 
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CHAP. Having established the professorships^ he would 
^^"' have proceeded to erect the royal college to 
^^S!tlw[£' ''^hich they were to belong. Plans for that edi- 
France. fice Were drawH out ;. the site of the Hotel de 
Nesle was assigned for it ; and Francis had an- 
nounced his intention of endowing it with an 
annual revenue of a hundred thousand livres for 
the gratuitous education of six hundred scholars. 
This noble intention was frustrated by the mis- 
chievous counsels of the chancellor du Prat, 
who, possessing himself no learning, and having 
attained an eminent rank in a profession in which, 
unhappily, cunning and ingenuity^ and a know- 
ledge of the worst parts of human nature^ are 
among the most available qualifications, believed 
that no others were worth cultivating, and there- 
fore represented to the king that the future wars 
vfith the emperor would require all his pecuni- 
ary resources, and that he could spare none for 
what he thought unprofitable studies. This sug- 
gestion prevailed. The professorships were^ how- 

on. When Francis I. was suffering under a dangerous iU- 
ness at Compiegne in 1(^8, he requested the emperor to 
send him from Spain a celebrated Jewish phjrsician. When 
the medical professor arrived he turned out to be a conirerted 
Jew, and was so well satisfied ynth the change of his relU 
gion that he boasted of it to the king. Francis was con- 
▼incedy that in order to he efiectuallj cured, he must hare 
the aid of a real Jew, and he therefore dismissed the convert, 
and sent to Constantinople for an Israelite, who adhered to 
the faith of his fathers. The Jew came and cured him ; but 
it was bj a remedy which might have been prescribed with 
equal effect bj a Christian ; he simply told the king to drink 
asses' milk.— Gaiilard, 1. viii. c. 3. 
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ever, continued ; and, although the good fortune crap. 
of effecting this splendid design was reserved to ^^"* 
a future monarchy the glory of having conceived 
it belongs indisputably to Francis. 

The effect of the king's enlightened liberality 
soon became apparent throughout his kingdom. 
The humanizing influence of learning began to 
pervade all conditions of society ; and the nobi- 
lity and gentry of France no longer felt them- 
selves disgraced by the acquisition of other ac- 
complishments than those of managing a battle 
steed, or wielding a weapon of war. 

Although at this period the literature of France 
had {voduced nothing worthy of being remem- 
bered^ the foundations were laid by the generous 
encouragement which the king extended to men of 
letters for the admirable works which afterwards 
raised the national reputation to so high a pitch of 
excellence. There were, during the reign of Fran- 
ci«, nuuiy writers of Latin verse, whose names 
and works have met with the &te which their 
vi^id fiau^ility justly merited ; but there were also 
some others, of whom at any period of her literary 
histmy France might have been justly proud, and 
of whose merit, although an improved taste and 
altered manners have taken from it much, enough 
still remains to justify the estimation in which 
their cotemporaries held them. 

The first name which occurs in the poetical Muot 
history of France is that of Clement Marot. 
With very few of the advantages of learning, he 
had a natural energy and grace, which are su- 

H 2 
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CHAP, perior to all tiiat schools can teach ; and senti- 
^"^' ment and reflection, that habit of observation 
and that power of -expression, which are the 
very essence of poetry, gave him a decided su- 
- periority^ not only over all his cotemporaries^ 
but over all the poets of France who succeeded 
him, until Malherbe gave a tone and polish 
to French versification which has not^ since 
his time, been surpassed. Marot's style pos- 
sesses a neatness and naivety of expression 
which have not, even now^ lost their charms ; 
which, in the best days of French poetry, com* 
manded the admiration of Boileau;(a) and 
which la Fontaine avowedly imitated, but which 
he also surpassed . He possessed a natural power 
over the language, which gave a charm to every 
thing he wrote, however trifling, and which was 
displayed in all its strength and beauty in his 
epistles^ and in the madrigals and epigrams in 
which his works abound. (6) He was one of 

(a) ** Imitons de Marot Pelegant badinage.**— JL'^rr. 
Poet., c. 1. 

(b) We have giyen one of bis epigrams on tbe execntioii 
q{ Semblan^ai, (voL i. page 365). Tbe foUowiDg was often 
-cited by Voltaire, as one of the most felicitous in bis conn- 
try's language : 

*' Monsieur l*abb^ et Monsieur son valet 
Sod faits egaux tons deux comme de cire, 
L'un est grand fou, T autre petit follet. 
L*un veut railler, I'autre gaudir et rire. 
L*un boit du bon, T autre ne boit du pire, 
Mais un d^bat le soir entre eux s^^meut ; 
Cat mattre Abb6 toute la unit ne veut^ 
£tr% sans vin, que sans secours ne meure, 
Et son valet jamais dormir ne pent, 
Tandis qu*au pot une goutte en demenre/* 
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the household of the duchess d'Alenyon, and chap. 
followed her husband during the wars on the ^"'' 
frontiers and elsewhere, until the battle of Pavia, 
where he was taken prisoner. Being ransomed 
with the other soldiers, he returned to Paris, and, 
as it is said, ventured to fix his hopes on the ce- 
lebrated Diane de PcHctiers, who had not then at- 
tained the power she afterwards possessed. This 
story has been very reasonably doubted by late 
writers ; but it is certain that, during the king's 
imprisonment, Marot fell under the suspicion 
of having adopted Lutheran notions, and was 
sent to prison for no other offence, as he says, 
but that of having eaten bacon during Lent; 
and he expressly accuses his mistress, who has 
been supposed to be Diane, of having betrayed 
him. (a) He remained in prison for four years, 

(a) ** Un jour j'ecrivis k m'amye 
Son inconstance seulement ; 
Mais elle ne tat endormie 
A me le rendre chaudemenC : 
Car d^s I'heure tint parlement, 
A je ne S9ai qael papclard, 
£t lui d dit tout bellemeDt, 
Prenez-Ie, il a rnang^ le lard. 

Lorg six pendards ne faillent mye, 
A me surprendre finement ; 
£t de jour, pour plus d'infamis, 
Firent mon imprisonment, 
lis Tinrent d mon logement : 
Lors se ya dire un gros paillard. 
Par la, morbieu, Toyld Clement, > 
Prenez-le, il a ntang^ le lard." • 

Ballade ti. 
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CHAP, notwithstanding his vehement assertions that 
''^'' he was neither 



Lntheriste 



Ne Zninglien — moins Anabaptisle. 

but a good Catholic^ who had never written a 
single line — 

Qui i la loi dirine soit contraire. 

He consoled his captiyity by composing a sati- 
rical description of Hell, which he contended was 
no other than the Chatel^t, the place of his con- 
finement, and in revising and modernising '^ Le 
Roman de la Rose/' until the king's return 
restored him to freedom. In the following 
year he was again condemned to imprisonment 
for having attempted to rescue a man from the 
hands of the officers of justice^ and once more 
indebted to the king for his liberation. The 
epistle in which he invoked Francis's clemency 
has been cited as his happiest production in this 
style of writing, and is called by Menage^ 
'' wonderful.*' (a) Francis wrote to the court of 

(a) " Au Rot. Pour lb Delivrbr de Prison. 

Roy des Francois, pleia de toules booths 
Quinze jours a, je lea ai bien comptes, 
£t des deinaio seront justement seize. 
Que je fus fait confrere au diocese 
De Sainct Marri, en Peglise Sainct Pris : 
Si vous dirai comment je fus surpris, 
Et me deplaist qu*il faut que je le die. 

Trois grands pendars vindrent 4 Testonrdie 
En ce palais me dire en desarroj, 
Nous vous faisons prisoimier par le Roy. 



I 
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Aydesde Paris an order for his liberation, (a) chap. 
The mere suspicion of his heretical inclinations ^'"' 



tncontinent qui fut bien estonn^, 
Ce fat JMaroty plus que s*il oust tonn^. 
Pais m'ont monstr^ un parchemin escrit, 
Oa 11*7 ^^^^^ soul mot de Jesus Christ : 
Et ne parloit tout que de playderie, 

De CoDseillers, et d'emprisonnerie." 

• • • • 

The impudence and humour of the latter part was found 
to be irresistible ; and Marot was set at liberty. 

** Vous n*ent6ndez proems, non plus que moy; 
Ne plaidons point, ce n'est que tout esmoy. 
Je vooa en croy, si je tous ay mes-faict, 
Eoror pos^ le cas que je* Teusse faict. 
An pis aller n'y cherroit qu*une amende, 
Prenez le cas, que je tous la demaude, 

Je prends le cas que tous me la donnez : 

• • • • 

Tree humblement requerant vostre grace 
De pardonner sL ma trop grande audace, 
D*avoir empris ce sot escrit vous fiiire : 
Et m*excusez si, pour le mien afaire. 
Je ne suis point vers vous all^ parler : 
Je le n*ai pas eu le loisir d*y alkr." — Epistre zxvi. 

(a) This has been given by Menage in his Ami Baillei, 
t. ii. L czii. — 14th November, 1527. " Ce jour par TEs- 
caier Castillon ont ^t^ presentees a la cour les lettres mis- 
sives da roi dont la teneur s*ensuit : Nos amez et f^aux : 
Nous avons ^t^ avertis de TemprisonemeDt de notre cher et 
bien am^ valet de chambre ordinaire, Clement Marot, et 
duement informis de la cause dudit emprisonement : qui est 
poor raison de recousse de certain prisonniers. Et pour ce 
qn'il a satisfait i sa partie, et qu*il n*esttenu que pour n6tre 
droit, i cette cause nous voulons, nous mandons, et tr^s ex- 
pressement enjoignons, que toutes excusations cessantes, 
ay^ a delivrer et metlre hors des prisons. Si n'y faites 
fautes. Car tel est notre plaisir, Donn^ a Paris le l«^ No- 
vcmbre. — Fran 9018.*' 
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CHAP, woiildhave sufficed to make him an object of at- 
^'"' tack by Beda and the other religious bigots who 



at this time possessed great influence in Paris, 
while the u*regularity and imprudence of his con- 
duct prevented the effectual protection of his 
friends. He fled in 1535 to Beam, where his first 
patroness^ then become the queen of Navarre^ 
held her court ; and he afterwards found a refuge 
at Ferrara, with the lady Renee, who had married 
die duke. His thoughtless behaviour disgusted 
the duke, and he was compelled to withdraw to 
Venice^ whence the intercession of his friends 
obtained his recall to Paris. He then translated 
the psalms, but although his versification de- 
lighted the king and his court, the faculty of 
theology found in it some want of orthodoxy, 
and at length their persecution drove him to 
that course of which they had unj ustly accused 
him. He escaped to Geneva, and formed an in- 
timacy with Calvin, whose doctrines he em- 
braced ; but his licentious habits suiting ill with 
the austere morality of the Genevan reformer, 
he once more removed to Turin, where he 
died in 1544. {a) 
The queen Francis's amiable and accomplished sister, 
Margaret^ the brightest ornament of his court, 
and the pride of her sex and her country, wrote, 
under the title of " L^Heptameron de la reine 
de Navarre,^' a collection of tales which are 
among the best prose compositions of that pe- 

(a) Goujet, Bihlioi. Franc, t. xi. 



of Navarre. 
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riod.(a) If they were to be tried by the standard chap. 
of taste which now prevails, and by the manners ^"'' 
of the present day^ they would be found infi- 
nitely too free ; but considering the state of so* 
ciety in which she wrote^ and comparing her 
novels even with the productions of serious co- 
temporary authors on serious subjects, they are as 
remarkable for their purity, as they are admirable 
for their wit and invention. The frame-work of 
her tales resembles in its contrivance that of Boc- 
caccio, after whose example they were written for 
the amusement of herself and her friends. In the L'Hepta- 

meron. 

pre&ce to her tales, she supposes that a company 
of ladies and gentlemen had assembled at Caul- 
derets, in the Pyrennees, where there were some 

(a) AAer the death of her first liashand, the duke d* Alen^on 
(▼ol. ii. p. 11)> she married, in 1527, Henri d*AIbret, kin^ 
•f Navarre, by whom she had a daughter, Jeanne, who after^ 
wmrda became the mother of Henri IV. In France, she was 
the protectress of the reformers, not because they were re- 
formers, but because they were oppressed. In Navarre, her 
prudent exertions and virtuous example restored the peace- 
ful arts which a series of wars had almost annihilated ; and 
die had the satis&ction of seeing the revived agpricalture and 
commerce of the country bring back its former prosperity. 
She incurred, without having deserved them, the censures of 
the bigotted clergy in Paris, was publicly ridiculed in a farce 
which the University represented, and a religious poem which 
ilie wrote, intitled ** Le Miroir de TAme Pecheresse," was 
threatened to be prohibited. These insults did not deter her 
from continuing to succour the unfortunate ; and she bore, 
without complaining, the imputation of heresy, which had no 
other foundation than in that christian charity which she al- 
most singly exercised in a court filled with the most ignorant 
and fierce persecutors. 
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CHAP, celebrated warm springs, and that at the end of 
^'^ the season, which is the latter part of autumn^ 
such abundance of rain fell, that every one was 
compelled to leave the small cottages, which 
were the only habitations in this remote village, 
and betake themselves homeward in all haste. 
A complication of disasters befell them. Some, 
in crossing the rivers, were swept away by the 
rapidity of the torrent ; others struck into the 
forest, endeavouring to discover a new road, 
and were devoured by the wolves ; others took 
refuge in villages inhabited by brigands, and 
narrowly escaped robbery and murder. The 
wisest repaired to the abbey of our Lady of Ser- 
ranee, and here such of the others as were left 
joined them. While a bridge was being con- 
structed, by which thej might cross the river, 
they formed the project of each individual com- 
posing a story every day, which was then to be 
read for the general amusement. Of these tales 
twenty-two have been preserved ; they are each 
followed by reflections, for the purpose of en- 
forcing the moral which they contain, and a 
serious and a lively tale is told alternately. 

Rabelais, whose writings in his own day were 
considered as the very perfection of wit and sa- 
tire, is regarded in our's only as one of those men 
of genius who prostituted very considerable ta- 
lents to an unworthy purpose, and who, capable of 
high efforts, satisfied himself with very base and 
feeble productions. A biting and satirical spirit 
prompted him to hold up to ridicule the per- 
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aonages and institutions with which he Mwfemi- chap. 
liar. Kings^ magistrates, priests — even religion ^"^' 
itself, fell under his lash ; but as he vras sensible 
of the danger he ran, in laying hands upon sub- 
jects which, if they were not^ in a proper sense, 
sacred^ were at least not to be touched with im* 
punity he endeavoured to conceal the malice of 
his design under the masque of a grotesque alle- 
gory ; and like those court jesters, who were 
permitted to fake liberties because they amused 
even the objects of their satire^ he affected 
a buffoonery, which was degrading, for the 
purpose of avoiding the punishment his bold- 
ness would have provoked, (a) He has since 
experienced an extraordinary fate. His ad* 
mirers^ and he has had many and zealous ones^ 
have endeavoured to prove that he possessed 
qualities of which his works give no indication, 
and to discover in him meanings of which he 
probably never dreamt; while, on the other 
hand, he has been unjustly decried as a ribald 
jester, whose nearest approach to wit was little 
better than the fortuitous and unmeaning sallies 
of a madman. The praise and the censure are 
equally unjust and unfounded; and although a 

(a) His whole life^ if his historians may be believed, was 
a series of farces as whimsical and as humorous as anything 
be has described. He was driven from the monastery in 
which he first entered, for having indulged his love of prac«i 
tical jesting, by assuming the place usually occupied by a 
statue of St. Francis, on a day when the country people 
brought their ofierings to his shrine ; and he died with an 
impious joke in his mouth, on a subject which is commonly 
thought the gravest. 
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CHAP, sound criticism would confine the admiration of 
^"^ his works to " this side idolatry/* it cannot be 
denied that he possessed a powerful and original 
wit, which are not wholly obscured even by 
the puerility, and weakness, and indecency with 
which he has chosen to encumbar his eccentric 
productions. 

The most valuable result of his works was, 
perhaps, that he opened to his countrymen a 
path which they afterwards pursued with unri- 
valled success ; and his greatest praise that they 
were read with delight and profit by Moli^re 
and la Fontaine. 
The king*! Francis himself wrote some verses, which, con- 
^**™- sidering the state of French poeti-y in his reign, 
deserved to be remembered, although they can- 
not be compared with the grace and facility of 
Marot's compositions. In his epitaphs on Agnes 
Sorel, (a) and on the celebrated Laura, (6) the 

(a) 09 AONB8 80RBL. 

" Ici dessoulz, des belles gist T^lite ; 
Car des loaanges sa beaut^ plus m^rite, 
Estant cause de France recouvrer, 
Que toot cela qu'en cloistre peut ouvrer 
Close nonain, ni en d^ert hermite**' 

(h) ON LAURA. 

** En p«tit lieu compris tous pouvez voir 
Ce qui comprend beaucoup par renomm^e ; 
Plume, labeur, la langue et le savoir, 
Furent Taincus de I'amant par Taim^e. 
O gentille ime ! £tant tant estim^e. 
Qui te pourra louer qu'en se taisant ? 
Car la parole est toujours reprim^e, 
Quand le sujet surmonte le disant.*' 
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sentiments are natural and simple, and are ex- chap. 
pressed with some elegance. His facility of com- ^'"' 
position has been somewhat too highly praised 
for the distich which he wrote^ with a diamond 
of his ring, on one of the windows of the palace 
of Chambord: 

Sonvent femme yarie, 
Mai habil qui 8*7 fie. 

But it has had the merit of furnishing the sub- 
ject of a well known picture to one of the best 
modem French painters, (a) 

At this period the fine arts in France had state of the 
scarcely emerged from barbarism. While in SlpJllSU. 
Italy the works of Lionardo da Vinci, of Michael 
Angelo, and of Rafiaelle, had raised their names 
to that exalted position which they will retain^ 
in all probability, while the world lasts^ (for the 
arts, like every tlung else of human production, 
have their limits,) France had produced no 
sculptor or painter of any remarkable talent. 
Francis^ who had a refined taste and exalted 
sense of the useful and delightful influence of 
the fine arts, had applied himself from the 
earliest period of his power to encourage them. 
After the batde of Marignan he had brought ^^ ^.^^ 
Lionardo da Vinci with him to Paris, where he ytlS'to* 
provided an asylum for his old age, and loaded p*™- 
him with the honours and rewards to which that 

(a) Francis vrote also some eclogues, as dull as eclogues 
can be^ which is saying a great deal for them, a poetical 
epistle during his imprisonment at Madrid^ and some other 
poems. Appendix, No. Till. 
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CHAP, teteran artist was so justly entitled. He pur- 

_^i![L. chased of him his picture of la Gioconda, for four 
thousand crowns^ a royal price at that time, and 
treated him with great personal kindness until 
his deaths which is said to have happened in 
Francis's arms, (a) Da Vinci gave public lessons 
in his art; and, although he was unwilling to risk 
his well earned reputation in the undertaking of 
any new work, his presence and his precepts gave 
an impulse to the art in France^ which did not 

*w«i cou- end with his life. Jean Cousin^ the first histori- 
cal painter of whom France can boast^ was form- 

Fnjncois ed iu hisschool. Francois Clouet,di7 Janet, who 
painted the portraits of Francis and his court, 

i^^^ followed him, and the rare talents of Leonard de 
Limoges^ under the fostering encouragement of 
Francis^ brought the art of enamelling to a degree 
of perfection, which has scarcely ever been sur- 

(a) Vasari gives the following account of the great pain- 
ter's last moments : — ** At length seeing himself near death, 
he confessed himself with much contrition ; and, although he 
was unahle to stand, he desired his friends and servants to 
support him, that he might receive the holy sacrament out of 
hed, in a more reverent posture. When fatigued with his exer- 
tion the king came to visit him, and Lionardo raising himself 
up in the bed, out of respect to his majesty, began to relate 
the circumstances of his illness, and the wrongs he had done 
both to God and man» by not making better use of his talents. 
In the midst of this conversation he was seized with a 
paroxysm, which proved the messenger of death : on seeing 
which, the king hastened to assist him, and supported him 
in his bed, in order to alleviate his sufierings ; but his divine 
spirit knowing he could not receive greater honour, expired 
in the king's arms, in the seventy-fifth year of his age.** — 
Vasari, t. iii. in Fit. Lion, da Vinci. 
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|>assed. Francid spared no pstins to draw into chaf. 
his kingdom the most celebrated painters of ^"'' 



Italy. He attracted Andrea del Sarto^ who, after Andrea del 
painting a portrait of the dauphin^ made a most 
unworthy return for the king's confidence, by 
embezzling a large sum of money^ with which 
he had entrusted him for the purchase of pic- 
tures^ and other objects of art in Italy. Maitre Maitre 
Roux^ an artist of extraordinary and varied ^^'*** 
talent, and who was almost equally distinguished 
as an architect, a poet, a musician, and a painter, 
was warmly patronized by Francis. The build- 
ing of the palace of Fontainebleau was committed 
to his direction, and the great gallery was paint- 
ed by him with a series of pictures, represent- 
ing the principal actions of Francis's life. The 
half-mad Benvenuto Cellini found employment S^^'^?"** 
for his varied talents in his courts and might 
have secured in France a protection from that 
persecution and severity which his restless and 
ungovernable spirit brought upon him in his na- 
tive country ; but for the insolent disdain which 
he manifested for the duchess d'Etampes^ (a) 
then in the zenith of her power^ {b) and the not 

(a) Vita di Celiini^ U ii. 

[b] Anne de PUselieu, duchess d*£tampes, had heen one of 
Uie maids of honour of the duchess d'AngouUme^ and had 
been introduced by that conyenient mother to Francis, on his 
return from Madrid, for the express purpose of counteracting 
the influence of the countess de Chateaubriand. Her beauty 
gained her great power over the king, which she is said to 
have exercised to the injury of the national interests, and 
her quarrels with Diane de Poictiers, the mistress of the 



Titian. 
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CHAP, less influential Chancellor PoyeA. Primaticcio at 
^"^' Francis's invitation visited Prance ; but the violent 

^™- quarrels in which he engaged with Maitre Roux^ 
induced the king^ during the life of the latter, 
to employ Primaticcio in collecting antiques for 
him in Italy. Before this task was accomplished 
Maitre Roux died ; and Primaticcio, on his re- 
turn to France, found himself without a rival in 
the king's favour. He embellished the palace 
of Fontainebleau with some admirable copies, in 
bronze, of the most celebrated statues in Italy. 
Titian, too, visited France, and there painted 
that well-known portrait of Francis, which is 
still in the Louvre, and which is one of the hap- 
piest productions of his unequalled pencil, (a) 
It was by Francis that the first foundations were 

dauphin, Henry, was a caose of frequent dissension between 
the king and his son. The ill fated countess de Chateaubriand 
encountered the neglect which ensues when satiety takes the 
place of illicit passion. Varillas tells astory of her having been 
cruelly put to death by her jealous husband, during Francis's 
imprisonment ; but it is wholly without foundation. Brantome 
has an account which is somewhat less questionable. He 
says the duchess d'Etampes, not content with having dis- 
placed her in the king's affection, resolved to triumph over her 
mortification, and prevailed on Francis to send for the rings 
and jewels he had formerly given her. The countess re« 
plied to the messenger, that she was ill, and bade him return 
in three days for an answer. In the meantime she had the 
rings melted into ingots, and on the messenger's re-appear- 
ance gave them to him, saying, he would find the just weight 
there ; but that for the inscriptions and devices, which had 
once been upon them, they were transferred to her heart. 

[a) The engraved portrait prefixed to this work is copied 
from Titian's picture. 
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laid for that rich collection of works of art chap, 
which subsequent kings of France have so greatly ^"'' 
increased. 

The alleged independence of Brittany, al' Brittanr 
though merely nominal, was cherished by the the crowns 
people of that province with jealous pride ; and ®^^'"^* 
Francis, who foresaw that it might hereafter 
be made a cause of contention^ was extremely 
desirous toiannex it indissolubly to the crown. 
The Chancellor du Prat had racked his fertile 
brain in vain for some expedient to colour this 
project, so as to make it acceptable to the Bretons, 
when Louis des Desserts^ the president of the 
parliament of Brittany, suggested, that the least 
exceptionable way of effecting it would be to 
procure the states of Brittany themselves to so- 
licit the union of their province with the crown 
of France^ and he engaged to induce them to 
this measure. Francis eagerly embraced the 
proposition, although he doubted its success. 
The states were convened at Vannes, and des 
Desserts^ who knew the people with whom he 
had to deal, managed his partisans so well, as 
to keep his promise with the king. The re- 
union of the province was demanded by the 
states, and granted by a royal charter, (a) 
The duchess d'Angoul^me, who had first sug. 

(a) The charter declared that Brittany was thenceforward 
irrerocably annexed to the crown, in favonr of the dauphin 
and bis descendants, to be enjoyed after the king's death, 
and the snccession by female heirs thenceforward abrogated. 
— he P. Daniel, t. Tii. p. 709. Argentr^, Hia, de la Brei., 
1. xu. 
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Death of 
the duch- 
tn d'An* 
gottlAme. 



CHAP, gested the scheme of annexing Brittany to the 
^"^- crown, did not live to see her design completed. 
She had been seized with an illness at Fontaine- 
bleau, which she suffered under during almost 
the whole of the year 1531 . Having got better, 
and believing she was quite restored, she began 
a journey to Romorentin to see her son, but ex- 
perienced a relapse on the road, and was obliged 
to stop at Gr^s en Gatinois, where ske died on 
the 22d of September in that year. 

She has been the object of much well deserved 
reprobation. Her influence during the greater 
part of her life was exerted most fat^ly for 
France. Her ill^vised passion for Bourbon 
drove him to his own destruction, and had nearly 
involved in it that of France ; and her persecution 
of Semblan^ai was a crime so odious and san- 
guinary that it is impossible to say one word in 
palliation of it. She has been praised for hav- 
ing exercised discreetly and usefully the power 
which her son's imprisonment placed in her 
hands ; but although she is entitled to some re- 
spect on this score, it should be remembered that 
the nobles and the parliament kept a jealous and 
vigilant eye upon her proceedings, and that the 
political circumstances of the other states of 
Europe protected the kingdom from any attack. 
It is not improbable that in other hands than hers 
the king's imprisonment might have been of 
shorter duration, and it is some drawback from 
his praise to know that it was during her go- 
vernment that the system of persecution for reli- 
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gious opinions began, which afterwards caused chap. 
much bloodshed in France. >u"- 

She was extremely superstitious, and carried 
her belief in judicial astrolo^ (a) to a point 
even beyond that which was common among 
her sex during this period. Shortly before her 
death she perceived an extraordinary light in 
her chamber, and believing it to proceed from 
the fire-place she b^an to scold her attendants 
for making too laigo a fire. They replied that 
it was the moon^ and, on drawing her curtains^ 
she perceived through the windows a comet. 
This^ she insisted> was a sign of her approaching 
dissolution^ sent for her confessor, and prepared 
herself for death. The physicians assured her 
there was no danger, and that she was much 
better than she had been for some days before. 
She replied, she felt that, but she knew also that 
her hour was come, and, in fact, died within a 
short time afterwards. (6) 

(a) She took the celebrated Cornelias Ag^rippa into her 
service as physician and astrolog^er ; and that eccentric man, 
wko disliked her extremely, made himself acquainted with 
her prejodices and weakness only for the purpose of tor- 
menting her. She consulted him as to the fate of the duke 
of Bourbon, when her animosity against him was the most 
Tiolent, and Agrippa erected the constable's horoscope, and 
spitefully predicted all kinds of triumph and happiness for 
him. He was then dismissed, deprived of his pension, and 
took his revenge upon the duchess by writing a bitter satire, 
in which he compared her with Jezebel, and which com- 
pelled him to seek his safety in flight. 

[b) Clement Marot celebrated her in an elegy, which, if it 
was not meant to be ironical, is a carious example of the 

I 2 
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CHAP. One of the most difficult and delicate subjecte 
""• with which FrancLs had to deal, was the pro- 
n *!ll»to'*" S*"®^ which the reformed religion had made in 
France, hls kingdom. The Sorbonne had, so long be^ 
Luther's foTC as the year 1521^ examined Luther's pro- 
fi^?!^n- positions^ and condemned them as heretical. 
fhTsor*!*'' They had stated explicitly and in detail the 
bonne. gevcral grouuds upon which their censure was 
founded ; a proceeding which might have en- 
titled them to the praise of impartiality, if they 
had not at the same time betrayed the feelings 
which really actuated them^ by a suggestion 
that the reformer's arrogance deserved to be 
punishied by the flames, rather than corrected 
by arguments. It was in vain that the parlia- 
ment of Paris burnt Luther's works before the 
porch of N6tre Dame ; in vain that the bishops 
in convocation condemned Carlostadius ; in vain 
that the faculty of theology censured the works 
of Melancthon. The doctrines of the reforma- 
tion were not to be so put down; and they 
spread throughout the schools of France with a 
vigour which soon defied opposition^ and which 
persecution could not check. Wliile in Ger- 
many the partisans of the reformation were to 

taste of the age in which it was written, and of the grief 
which expresses itself in puns and quihhles : 

** Coignac s*en coigne en sa poitrine hUme ; 
RomoreDtin la perte rem^more : 
Anjou fait joug : Angoulftme est de m^me. 
Amboise en boit nne amertume extreme : 
La maine en meine un lamentable bruit." 
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be found in the great mass of the people, as well chap. 
as among the princes ; in France, its doctrines ^'"' 
were only received and encouraged by those 
enlightened minds which philosophy and culti- 
vation had raised above their countrymen. The 
violent decrees of the Sorbonne were encoun- 
tered by the irresistible spirit of ridicule ; and 
the wit and learning of the reformers gained 
an easy and brilliant triumph over the stolid ' 
ignorance of the catholic theologians. 

Noel Bedier, who, dissatisfied with the home- Pewecu- 
liness of his paternal appellation chose to call reformen. 
himself Beda, was the syndic of the Sorbonne, 
and by his bigotry and intemperance, was in 
every respect qualified for the office he held. 
He kept up a violent and incessant attack upon 
all who ventured to difiTer from the dogmas of 
his faith, however trifling their points of dis- 
sent, advised that the doctor Merlin should be 
burnt for having written in favour of Origen, 
and would have visited the same fate upon the 
sincere and amiable Jaques le Fevre, bishop of 
Staples, for as trifling an oflTence, if Francis 
had not in person interfered to protect him, (a) 

(a) The bitbop of Etaplet maintained that Mary, the 
sister of Martha and Lazarus, the Mary Magdalen from 
whom Jesus. Christ cast out devils, and the woman who was 
taken in adultery, were three distinct persons. Beda, who 
knew little of the scriptures, and did not think that their 
study was necessary for a theologian, thought this doctrine 
so dangerous, that he who avowed it, deserved death : and 
for no other offence it was that he persecuted le Fevre, 
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CHAP, aiid even then, disappointed of his victim, Beda 
^"^' ventured to attack the king himself. 

While Francis remained in his own domi- 
nions^ he had firmly resisted that spirit of per- 
secution which would fain have found victims, 
in spite of the Sorbonne^ and of the parliament 
who joined with them. When the battle of 
Pavia had thrown the reins of the government 
into the hands of the duchess d'Angoul^me, the 
intolerant counsels of du Prat^ seconding the 
intemperance of Beda, renewed the persecutions. 
Le Fevre was driven from M eaux, whither he 
had retired from the annoyance of his enemies. 
Other learned men who partook of his opinions, 
were compelled to seek their safety in flight ; 
and this violence had the efiect, which per- 
secution always produces. The people had 
before been indifferent to a subject which they 
did not understand; but now some of them^ 
pleased with the.novelty of the reformed doctrines 
which were thus, forced upon their notice, some 
convinced of their truth, and all rational per- 
sons, disgusted at the cruelty of the oppressors, 
began to entertain doubts which they would not 
otherwise have thought about. The violence of 
Beda was met with equal violence. In the city 
of Meaux Lutheranism first became popular in 
Lc cierc ia France. A woolcomber, named John le Clerc, 
Sm£ professed the reformed doctrines so openly and 
so zealously^ that he was brought to trial before 
the parliament, who sentenced him to be whipped 
in the streets of Paris, to be publicly branded 
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at Meaux. and to be banished for ever from the chap. 

• XIII 

kingdom. This severity, instead of repressing, L. 

added to the pertinacity of the reformer. Le 
Clerc, on his return to Meaux, destroyed some 
of the images of the saints, because he considered 
them idolatrous: he was again brought to judg- 
ment, and was then sentenced to be burnt^ after 
having his hand and his nose cut off^ and being 
tortured ¥rith hot irons. This sentence was carried 
into effect, and Le Clerc was the first martyr of 
the reformed religion in France, but not the last. 
Beda, grown furious by the first taste of human 
blood, pursued with rabid zeal all whom he 
suspected favouring the refonned religion ; and 
the cruel bigotry of the regent and her council 
so eagerly seconded his persecutions, that reli- 
gious dissensions were added to the other evils, 
which France had now to encounter. 

The amiable and enlightened Marguerite de 
Valois endeavoured, by her mild persuasions, to 
check the detestable persecutions which she saw 
carrying on. She prevailed upon Francis to 
order, from his prison at Madrid, the suspension 
of proceedings against the alleged heretics ; and 
extended her personal protection to the victims 
of fanatical violence, to many of whom she afford- 
ed an asylum, when her destiny afterwards led 
her to Navarre. Francis upon his return evinced 
a disposition to put an end to the proceedings 
against the accused. He found that Beda had 
been engaged in a controversy with Erasmus, 
and had endeavoured to procure a condemnation 
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CHAP, of his works by the Sorbonne, on the ground of 
^"'' their being heretical. Erasmus protested loudly 
and forcibly against so unjust an accusation, and 
the king faTOured bim, but Beda was the represen- 
tative of too powerful a party to be so checked ; 
and Francis, who felt the necessity of being on 
good terms with his clergy, because they might 
et^tually assist or hinder him in raising pecu- 
niary supplies from his people, found it expedient 
not to re»st them. If he had merely forborne 
to interfere, and had prevented the fete to which 
the catholics devoted their victims, by withhold- 
ing his sanction, although he might have deserved 
to be censured for a culpable vreaknes, he vronld 
have escaped the chat^ of cruelty and perse- 
cution to which his subsequent conduct exposed 
him. The zeal, however, of the proteatants, excit- 
ed by the violence of their opponents, bn^e out 
into excesses so unseemly, as afforded some pre- 
text for the rigour with which they were treated, 
and Francis soon passed from a state of indifle- 
i^inceto a stem determination to repress them by 
the most cruel punishments. Some of the lower 
orders of the people had mutilated a statue of 
the Vii^n which stood at the comer of the Rue 
des Rosiers and the Rue des Juif^, and the king 
marked his sense of the outrage, by causing a 
statue of »lver of the same size to be made, 
which he placed with great solemnity, and in 
the presence of his assembled court, on the spot 
■e the former statue had stood, for the pur- 
of expiating the profanation which had 
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been Gommitted. From this moment, either chap. 
because his own superstitious feelings were ex- ^'"* 
cited, or because the people who were about 
him made use of it for their own ends^ he 
evinced a severity against the Lutherans^ which 
forms the least pardonable part of his character, 
and has stained his name for ever. Berquin^ a 
harmless but zealous reformer, was cruelly put 
to deaths and several of those who partook of his 
opinions, shared his fate. At Toulouse, twenty 
Lutherans were burnt at once, numbers were 
banished, and their goods confiscated ; (a) and 
even the queen of Navarre was threatened, but 
that Francis's affection for her stood in the way 
of the attempts of her daring enemies. (6) 

There were, however^ political reasons at this 
time^ which put a stop to the proceedings in 
France against the reformers. The emperor. The em- 
soon after the peace of Cambray, had visited ^y^ 
Italy in great pomp; had reconciled himself *'™°^" 
with the Pope^ whom he affected to treat with a 
respect little compatible with his late conduct 
towards him ; had taken Sforza into his favour 
again, promised him his niece^ the princess of 
Denmark, in marriage, and reinvested him in 
his duchy of Milan ; and, after restoring Alex- 
ander de' Medici to the government of Florence, 
had repaired to Germany, where he believed his 
presence had become necessary. There he found 
that the reformed religion had not only taken 

(a) Le P. Daniel, t. viii. Theodore Beza. 
{b) Brantome, Dames lUusu 
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CHAP, deep root^ but that it had become a bond of 

^"'' , union among the princes of the land. He had ap- 

s^fi^^ pointed a diet to be held at Spires, over which his 

Marei> 15, brother presided in his name, where a decree was 

passed^ enjoining the observation of the decree 

formerly made at Worms,- and prohibiting the 

abolition of the mass^ or any farther innovation 

in religion, until a general council^ which was 

Protettof promised^ should be held by the Pope. This 

nni." ^ decree was considered so unjust and intolerable 

by some of the independent powers of Germany, 

that they assembled immediately, and signed a 

formal protest against it, and pledged themselves 

to refuse all succours to the emperor until it 

should be repealed, (a) From this proceeding 

they acquired the name of Protestants, which 

has since been indiscriminately applied to all 

who professed the reformed religion. They sent 

deputies to Charles, with a statement of their 

reasons for this proceeding, whom the emperor 

received at Piacenza^ and having Ustened to their 

remonstrance, dismissed them, without any 

other reply, than a stern menace, that as he had 

settled the afiairs of Italy, he should know how 

to deal with those of Germany, {b) He repaired 

(a) This protest was signed by John, elector of Saxony, 
Philip, Landgrave of Hesse, Ernest and Francis, dukes of 
Lnnenbourg, Wolfgang, prince of Anhalt, the marquis of 
Brandenburg, and the deputies of the cities of Strasburg;, 
Nuremburgh, Ulm, Constance, Reutlingen, Windsheim, 
Meinengen, Lindau, Kempten, Huilbron, Isna, Weissemberg, 
Nordlingen, and St. Gal. 

(b) Sleidan, Comment, 1. vii. 
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to Augsibarg in the following year, where a diet chap. 
was held, at which the protestant princes em- ^"'' 
ployed Melancthon to draw up the celebrated 
profession of their faith, known by the name of confesdon 
the confession of Augsburg, which, after con- *>«'»• 
siderable discussion, was signed by the chiefs of 
the part}', and delivered to the emperor. Charles, 
who was convinced that he should not succeed 
in withdrawing the protestants from the opinions 
they had avowed, prepared for a rapture, which 
he believed might ensue, and with this view 
formed a closer alliance with the catholic 
princes ; renewed the decree of Spires ; and on 
the 19th of November terminated the diet by 
a second decree, which forbade the celebration 
of any other than the catholic religion, under 
pain of forfeiture, and of being rendered inca- 
pable of acting as judges, or appearing as par- 
ties, in the imperial chamber, then the supreme 
court of judicature in Europe, (a) 

The protestant princes, convinced by the Lcaflueof 
emperor's proceedings, that it was necessary l^^^' 
to provide for their own safety, assembled at 
Smalkalden, where they entered into a league of 
mutual defence, and resolved to apply to the 
kings of England and France for their assistance. 

Francis who had forborne to take any part in Prands 
the discussions between Charles and his subjects f " 
in Germany, eagerly accepted this proposition, 
and sent Langei into Germany, where he ef- 
fected a league with the confederates of Smal- 

[a] SleidaD, 1. vii. Robertson's Charles F., 1. v. 
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CHAP, kalden, by which he undertook to aasbt them in 
^"': their defence against the emperor's attack ; but 



as he had no immediate cause of quarrel with 
Charles^ and was desirous for the present to avoid 
a war^ it was a^^reed that his treaty should re- 
main secret. The king of England too acceded 
to the league^ furnished the protestants with a 
supply of money, and when afterwards the Pope 
had annulled the sentence of his divorce^ he 
openly protected them. 
Francb Six ycars wcrc occupied with the events which 
SfflUS- have been related, and during the whole of 
proVidM them Francis, though at peace with the emperor, 
•n "my. had been preparing for that war which he knew 
was inevitable. He had employed the leisure 
which he had obtained in restoring the finances 
of his country to a regular system, and in raising 
and disciplining a body of troops, which would 
enable him not only to defy aggression, but to 
punish any wrong which his enemies might ven- 
ture to offer him. His league with the protes- 
tants, and the confirmation of his alliance with 
England, had strengthened his foreign relations. 
The states of Italy had grown wise by their late 
disasters, and evinced little disposition to engage 
again in a war. There was indeed another power 
in Europe, the influence of which, if propei'ly 
applied, might have turned the balance in &- 
vour of whichever side it joined. This was the 
Ottoman state. All the strongest prejudices of 
the people were directly opposed to an alliance 
with a nation whose difference in religious faith 



OF FRANCIS THE FIRST. 125 

• 

had hitherto produced an invincible detestation chap. 
of their rery name throughout Christendom ; but ^'"' 
the time had arrived when the light of reason 
and the spirit of enquiry were rapidly dissipating 
prejudices. Things were no longer considered 
venerable and inviolable for their names alone, 
and the enforced toleration of Lutheranism had 
prepared the way for considering with charity, 
if not with respect, opinions on matters of re- 
ligion, which were at variance with what had 
before been considered infallible. Charles had 
himself been obliged to acknowledge the power 
of the protestants in Germany, in whom he found 
foes, such as he had never before encountered — 
men whose eaiiiestness no opposition could tire — 
whose devotion to the cause they had espoused, 
money could not corrupt — ^and whose zeal per- 
secution could not tame. It was but one step 
fiirther to form an alliance with the Turks, and 
Francis, good catholic as he vras, was ready to 
lake that step rather than succumb to the em- 
peror, whom he despised as much as he had 
reason to dislike him. 

Solyman made an irruption into Hungary, ThcTurki 
and Charles called upon Francis to assist him in *^^^^ 
repelling this common enemy of their faith, and 
to send him his fleet and his army for that pur- 
pose. Francis replied somewhat equivocally. 
He said he could not spare his fleet, because it 
was necessary for his own defence^ but that he 
was ready to march with his army ; and as the 
emperor's ovra power would suffice for the de- 
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CHAP, fence of Hungary, he offered to repair to Italy, 



XIII. 



and protect it. Charles refused so dangerous 
a proposition, and accused Francis of being in 
league with Solyman, an impatation, which at 
that period at least, he did not deserve. The em- 
peror took the field for the first time in person ; 
Solyman was compelled to retreat without, how- 
ever, coming to an engagement ; and Charles re- 
turned to enjoy his easy triumph, and to have a 
second interview with the Pope at Bologna. 
Interview Preyious to this Fmncis and Henry VHI. had 

between ^^ 

Francis met at Bouloguc, where the En&flish king* had sta- 

andHenry, -i.. i- t rk i 

at Sou- ted his discontent at the Pope's conduct, and it 

loffne 

Oct 21, had been settled that French ambassadors should 

1532 

proceed to Bologna. They found it impossible 

to destroy the emperor's influence with the timid 

Clement ; but they elTectually neutralized it 

by proposing a marriage between the Pope's 

niece, Catherine de' Medici, and Henry^ duke of 

Orleans^ Francis's second son, which was eagerly 

accepted by the pontiff^, and, fatally for France, 

carried into effect, notwithstanding the efforts 

of the emperor to prevent it. (a) Clement was 

between 80 dcsirous of effecting this marriage, that he 

and th? couseutcd to have an interview with FVancis, at 

M^euies, Marseilles, whither he brought his nieoe^ and 

M^p where he performed in person the marriage 

phin%nd" ceremony. The pontiff and the king held fi-e- 

de'^M^ci. quent secret conferences, the object of which was 

ft 

(a) He offered to unite Catherine with the duke of Milan, 
who would have done any thing at his biddings ; but Clement 
answered that it was too late. 
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to revive Francis's hopes of yet recovering his chap. 
Italian possessions^ by means of Clement's in- ^"^' 
fluence, which was wholly inefficient for any 
such purpose ; and the most important result of 
the negociation was, that the ill-concealed ani- 
mosity which existed between the king and the 
emperor, was raised higher than before. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 



The protestants of Germany had, for a short Aawrsof 
time, laid aside their animosity against the em- *' * ^' 
peror and his catholic partisans ; but no sooner 
was the Turk repulsed than a quarrel between 
Ferdinand, Charles's brother, and who had pro- 
cured himself to be elected king of the Romans, 
and the duke of Wirtemberg, renewed their 
open disputes. The confederates of Smalkalden 
joined the duke's side, and, after a sharp con- 
test reinstated him in the possessions of which 
Ferdinand had deprived him, when a pacification 
was effected, by which Ferdinand withdrew his 
unjust pretensions, and renounced for the future 
all right to interfere with the religious opinions 
or practices of the protestants. Francis liad 
been applied to in the beginning of this contest 
to aid the leaguers, and had refused, under the 
pretext that he could not do so without violating 
the treaty of Cambray. Langei, however, who 
was his minister in Germany, devised an expe- 
dient for assisting the duke's party without com- 
mitting his master; and, as money was what 
they most wanted, he lent them a hundred and 
twenty thousand crowns on the security of the 
county of Montbelliard. Charles, who was not 
to be. deluded by so shallow an artifice into a 

K % 
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CHAP, belief that Francis would remain at peace with 
*^^^ him any longer than hi§ Interest or his neces- 
sities might prompt, lost no oj^ortnaity of 
strengthening bis fortes, but for the present be 
offered no open indication of hostility, (er) 
Deifw On the 4th of October, in this year, Clement 
ctement Vil; died at Rome. He was aware of his an** 

VII 

proaching dtSBolution some days before it took 
plaoe, and not only made preparations ibr his 
funeral ceremonies, but endeavoured to influence 
the college of cardinals in their choice of his 
successor. In compliance with his request^ or 
by reason of his intrigues, Alessandro FarQiese 
Election of yfeiB unaoimously elected Pope^ to the satisfac- 
tion of the cardinals^ who believed that hie age 



(he was then sixty-seven) would soon occasion 
another vacancy^ and of the Roman people^ who 
were ddighted at again seeing one of their conn* 
tr}'inen on the pontifical throne* The new Pope 
took the title of Paul III. 
aJ^HL- ^^ incident soon after took place, which 
lur^diie. l^^^^^^S*** *^^ mutual discontent of Francis and 
the emperor to an open rupture. Sforza, wfao^ 
notwithstanding his obligations to Chailes, bom 
the imperial yoke with great impatience) had 
evinced a strong desire to enter into a irietidly 
connexion with Francis, and bad' solicited ihat* 
a properly accredited minister might be sent to* 
bis court. As, however, it had not'beed tihe' 
custom to send a French ambassador to Milari^* 
and as to adopt such a proceeding notv, for' 

(«) Du Bellay, 1, iv. Sleidan^ Comment. 1.4x. 
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the first titne^ would have been to give the em# chai*. 
peror good ground for suspicioo^ it was deteiv ^'^' 
milled^ that MerveiUe, a Milanese by birth, and 
who had made a large fortune in France, which 
be bad gone to Jipend at Milan, shonld be cm* 
plojed as resident at Siarza's court with letters 
of credence^ which, however, were only to be 
made public if occasion should require. A 8e« 
cond set of papers, purporting merely to reoom*- 
mend him to the duke's fiivour were prepared^ 
and these Mervdlle openly delivered* Tlie 
emperor, who was informed of what had takea 
place, remonstrated with Sforza upon the du» 
plicity of his conduct, and threatened him with 
punidiment. Sforza, to avert his anger, assured 
bim^ that Merveille held no diplomatic charae**^ 
racter, and, in proof of his assertion, transmitted 
Francis's letters of recommendation, in which 
the envoy was treated as a private individnaL 
CSiarles, who belieyed this to be buta flimsy con-* 
trivance, still expressed his doubts. Sfonea pro« 
miaed to remove them, and kept his promise by 
an instajDce of the basest perfidy. Castiglione, 
one of the duke's gentlemen, fastened a quarrel 
upon Merveille in the open streets; an affray 
Qisued between them, which their servants on 
eithier side joined, and in which Castiglione was 
kiHed* Merveille was immediately thrown into 
prison^ his servants were examined, and some of 
them put to the torture. A sentence was in«- 
stantly pronounced against him, and before he 
could offer any defence, or claim the immunity 
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c H AP. with which his character inv^sied bim, theofllce A 
. *^^' of justice visited him by night, and beheaded 
him in his dungeon. 

Francis was filled with indignation at this 
odious violation of the most sacred rights. But, 
before he prepared to revenge it, he wrote to 
the emperor and all the princes of Europe a 
full explanation of the chrcumstances. Charles^ 
at first, afiected to believe that Sforza had done 
no more than justice upon a troublesome person, 
who was always caballing and intriguing in his 
court, (which was the pretext by which Sfonta 
coloured his death); and, when Velly, the king's 
ambassador to Spain, produced a letter in 
Sforza's handwriting, in which he expresaly iv- 
cognised Merveille as in ambassador, the em- 
peror replied coldly, *^ it was an afifair that did 
not concern him.^' At the same time^ by way 
of rewarding Sforza for flte perpetration of the 
infamous crime to which he had prompted htm^ 
he sent to Flanders for his niece, the princess of 
Denmark, and gave her to him in marriage. 
Frindt Francis, finding that all other hope of redress 
?o atSl^k** ^^® ^^^"' immediately resolved to attack Sforza, 
|hjJMi. although he knew that his doing so most lead 
to a war with the emperor. Upon this occa»k>n 
his cause of quarrel was just, and, instructed 
by former failures, he made his preparations with 
caution and prudence. 

Theempt. ChaHcs had about this time engaged in an 
dSdoVST" expedition, which terminated greatly to his ad- 
Africi. vantage, and enhanced his personal reputation as 
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ft warrior. The coast of Africa had been long chaf( 
lofegted by pirates, who, growing by rapid de- ^^^' 
grees bolder and more powerful^ had disturbed 
the commerce of the Mediterranean^ and com* 
mitted frequent depredations upon its shores. 
Two of the most celebrated of these corsairs 
.were known by the appellation of Barbarossa. Barba- 
Tbeir real names were Horuc and Hayradin, 
the sons of a jrenegade^ who carried on the hum* 
tble trade of apotter in the isle of Lesbos. They 
fKisaeaKd great strength and a fierce courage, 
unchecked by any feelings of human pity. With 
•diese qualifications^ the only ones necessary to 
their success in the pursuit they had chosen, they 
iiecame corsairs at an early age ; hay ing possessed 
-diemselves of a small brigantine, they soon 
afterwards by their valour and reputation so in* 
exeased their strength, that they commanded a 
JBeeL of twelve galleys, well armed, and manned 
srith the ablest and most desperate spirits. The 
sovereign of Algiers solicited their aid in sur- 
prifflQg the Spanish fort of Oran^ and the pirates 
ksvuig performed this task turned their arms 
<against their new ally so effectually as to make 
diemselves masters of his kingdom. Horuc^ the 
«lder brother, established himself on the throne, 
Mtacked and dispossessed the king of Tremecen, 
Mid gained such an acquisition of power^ and 
made so dangerous a use of it by attacking the 
European ships and coast, that Charles had found 
it necessary in the early part of his reign to send 
against.hii|i a force. to check, his depredations^ 
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^NAV. 4a>thfi'.fightwhfebefttnMdHomc^0y^ 
*'^' tiaymdm flucweded bioi in tb^ gdv^rniiient- of 
Alg^iero^ With no len eonrage thau hie brdil^r, 
Jbe pMBMsed greater talent^ and eakfiloyMl'liiM^ 
uM in stren^bciiitig taiado«iHiioil«, aud r«ci«^ 
iog Ma fiiMtB by sea and land. The kittgd<M9a 
v£ Timis became a prey tO' inteslifiie comiadtiofi, 
Dccasioned by the eooteaU of the WMiaoflbC'lalte 
king, nearly all of .^hoiii had bean put to deMh 
hf Moley Hassan^ the yoongeat. Abwchid^ imfe 
uf theoti escaped his aangfuinary desigtia^ -And im- 
plored the succour of Hayradin Barbaros8a« 'T&e 
. |urete*kiiig readily granted faia requeat, miufch- 
«d wkh him to Tuiiis^ dro^e cot M uley Hassati, 
and seated himself oa the throne be had tbtift 
(acquired, while he effiactually nlenoed AlraA- 
dbid's daittbs by baring him poisoned; Mofoy 
Hassan carried th^ tale of his wrotifipsito Charks, 
and so excited his ambitmn by the- ptospaet 
which he presented, of «l Tkrtory 4>yer the tymiife; 
whose name was a terrer to Europe, that Chaites 
deterottned <m an expedition against; himy ^aud 
fesolved also to lead his <iwa army in pens^bi 
He landed in Africa with an oimy of-tbhrlythiEyd^ 
aaod men^ took the fort oi the CMetta^ h^'wMdb 
be got possession of Barbarossa'8.fldet:aiid mb^ 
nal, defeated him in apitdied battle befotreTunisi 
taok that city, annihilated the power of fiarba^ 
rossa, and compelled him to fly, and ultimately 
re-established Muley Hassan in his dominipns as 
bis tributary, retaining for himself the important 
fortress of the Goletta> and all the aea^rt8>4>f the 



lungdnn* In iiAitk teMr thaii' tm ImontUs emip. 
Chiriies ted. pcffformeAlhiiir^apeditioD) wfaith ^'^' 

4MtKilb(Wt;|iiBriL and; e9firti«ii« > Hib iFajHty> ims 
4<4tei^ ai^ii hifsr ft^naonal wputatien greMly 
ilK*|p9di b^ bis 9tioc0sfiL U». had released from 
tb« Cutely fMm ^pmaLfA^iOf twenty dioiisattd 
4Jiti9tfe1i^dams^«wh€ial)e obthfid udd lorniriied 
.^Mh the mera^'.of retttrning^ to. their sereral 
)ifMiM9>. and. had aeqiulved for hiiBBeirtbe^oharae- 
tor ofihe tumble rad Yietorio«$ fioie of tliednfii^ 
4i^Id. (a) 

fnaae, tf> whose came of complaint egaiiisit Frandt 
the tsbperot was now added the bitterness p2^ 
,wiiich^his jealousy of his rival^s triuiupfa was teie ^^^ 
^fiiell/caleulatedto oocasioB, had employed the 
period of his absence in raising troops for the 
,ww :he had delemiined oa« MerveiUe'a murda* 
M aa oaf se sufficient fior his attacking Sforsa* 
Shades had howewr placed in his way an 
tpftstiaclei by means of the duke of Ss^oy, which 
inust be. Mmoved before he could reach the 
.otjf^pfihis TeDgeance. The duke^s friendly 
4i^ositiMs. towards Francis had been more 
fhmt questmaaUe, even during the life of the 
dacbefls d^AngoidSme ; (6) on her death his ho»> 
fiilitjr bad openly manifested itsdf ; he had sent 
lM:sai to the emperor^s court, and had ac- 

' (a) Robertson*8 Charles V. Mezeray* 
^''(t) fffl had assisted Bourbon in raising that army in 
OMnofiy; whlc^ ht brouglit up to the battlo of Paria, and 
vHK^tSisiiily pooirilMtM to ita losa. 
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5SHAK oepted bis fnenddiip and alliahcd* Francis on 
^— ^ — ^ the other hand had asnated the city of Genev« 
and the canfcdn of Beme in their attempts to 
dwike off the duke^ domination, and the contest 
ended by the independence of those states being 
folly established. When the pre^dent Poyet 
nrent therefore to the duke of Savoy to demand 
The duke a free passage for the Frendi army through his 
udj^Di dominions, the duke unhesitatingly refused. Ife 
t^empe- ^nnn^intely applied to the emperor for assis- 
tance against the attack, which he- had good 
reason to expect would ensue, and o^ied to 
exchange with him, for territories of equal value 
in Charles's dominions^ the city of Geneya, 
which he had just lost, and his county of Nice, 
and other frontier possessions which wouM 
afR>rd Charles an easy entrance into France 
whenever he might be disposed to avail hims^ 
of it. As soon as Francis learnt this proceeding 
he sent a declaration of war to the duke, and 
Brionin- ordered the admiral Brion to follow it up by 
2^^*y^ marching his force into Savoy. The admirai 
took Chambery, and proceeded unrettsted to the 
oet 1535. district of Tarento, when the news whidi ar- 
^fy^^ rived of the death of Sforza occasioned apauto 

in his proceedings, 
Fnmeie "I^^ principal motive which had induced 
tS?nJ«u- Pra^^i® to commence hostilities was now re. 
MiTanii?* moved. The cause of his quarrel was buried in 
duk^of ^^ grave of Sforza, and as that duke had died 
orieani. witfaout children, Francis flattered himself that 
his claims to the duchy of Milan were now 
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B» indtspufabte that the emperor €Oidd not cfiAP; 
refbseto recognise them. He commtssioned x'^- 
Velly, as his ambassador to Charles, to state 
his pretensions and hts wishes, and to solicit 
Charleses consent to his: ta^ng possession of 
Milan. The emperor had, at the same moment 
that he learnt the death of Sforza^ determined 
fiot to part with Milan, which even in Sforza's 
hands bad been his ; but it was necessary to 
conceal his project in order to insure its success. 
The states bf Italy, although they would willing- 
ly have seen Milan neither under the dominion 
of France nor of Spain, would have preferred 
the former to the latter, the recent triumph of 
Charles having inspired them with a common 
lear of bis power and his ambition. For this 
reason the Pope enforced Francis's request by his 
peisuasions^ and the emperor, determined to give 
no satisfactory aiiswcr, amused the ambassador 
by affected doubts and hesitation, the true object 
of which the straight forward honesty of Velly 
could not penetrate, and which he in vain endea^ 
voured to satisfy and explain. Charles^ who knew The empe- 
Francis^s unconquerable desire to r^^n the Mi- ^ gjlj; 
lanese^ played upon that weakness^ and raised ^d^i'llSes 
hopes, which he never meant to satisfy^ for the iJjnS^'^or 
mere purpose of deluding him. (a) He affected ^5^' 
to entertain his proposals^ and referred Velly to 
Granvelle^ the imperial chancellor, for the pur.^ 

(a) ** II s^eut si bicn s*en ser?ir comme d*un leurre pour 

ramuser, et pour 1e mener, sMl fkut ainsi dire, en lesse 
presqiie tout le reste de sa yie.**— Mezeray. 
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c»AF. pcee of arranging the terms on which the mves- 
_^ tf tnre i^ould tek^ place. As Francis claimed 
tbrmgh bis wife^ he had reqaested that his 
second son, the duke of Orleans, should be 
put in possession of it : this Granvelle said the 
emperor did not approve of^ and would prefer 
gning it to the third son^ the duke d^Angou- 
l^me. He at the same time requested that the 
former prince might accompany him in an ex- 
pedition he meditated against Algiers, which he 
promised to make mo^e glorious than his for- 
mer one against Tunis. If he had not been per-, 
feetly assured that Francis would consent to nei- 
ther of these propositions, tliey would, in all pro- 
bability, never have been made. But the main 
points for which the emperor stipulated, and on 
which alone Granvelle said he would consent 
to the investiture, were, that Francis should 
heartily and earnestly engage with him in a war 
against the Turks ; that he should exert himself 
for the extirpation of heresy from Europe, and 
for the reconciliation of all Christian princes to 
thie hdly catholic faith, particularly the king of 
England, who had now openly disclaimed the 
Pope's supremacy ; and that a general pacifica- 
tion should be effected by their joint mean&. 
Francis was willing to engage for all these latter 
particulars ; but he urged the justice of his sfe- . 
cond son's claim to his mother's rights on Mi- . 
Ian, in preference to his broth er's^ and he de-, • 
clined again to part with either of his children^ 
because he kne^ that to do so would in efl^t he 
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giving them as hosta|;es to the emperofj wilb cit af* 
nrliose former treatment of the princea he had ^'^^ 



too good reason to be dissatisfied. In the mean chariei 
time Charles had assembled a strong flert ia the ^^J^,^. 
port of Genoa^ which he placed under the care 
of Andrea Doria^ and had cooounissioned Ferd^^ 
nand Gonzagua, the yiceroy of Naples, to raise 
regiments of light cavalry in Italy , MrhiU his offi» 
cers transported his artillery from Germany^ 
and levies were made for him in the Low Coun«* 
tries. In reply to Velly's inquiries respecting 
these suspicious pr^mrations, Charles said the 
fleet was destined for the meditated attack on 
the Turks^ and that the army was collected 
solely with a view of keeping in awe the Italian 
states, who might otherwise attempt to traverse 
his plans for putting Francis in possession of 
the duchy of Milan. 

Francis endured all these baffling delays with BHon*! 
more patience than he would perhaps have ma- iTsaToy. 
nifested, but that the season of the year forbade 
any hostile operations « His army remained in 
winter quarters in Savoy ; but as the season ad^ 
vanced in which they might be actively employ- 
ed, he directed Velly to obtain the emperor's 
decisive answer before the end of January* 
That period having arrived^ and being past^ he 
gave orders to Brion to resume his attack. Fi« 
lippo Torniello and Giovanni Medequin has-* 
tened to the Pas de Suze to dispute his passage^ 
but his movement had been so rapid, that on 
their arrival they found it had been completely 
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CHAP, effeeted. Antonio da Leyva^ who, as command 
^'^' der of the army of the league, itfhich had been 
entered into for the defence of the Milanese, af- 
fected to take no part in the quarrel between 
the king of France and the duke of Savoy, made 
Jbis appearance for the purpose, as he announced^ 
of guarding the imperial territories. Ftancis, 
jvho knew that he acted under the direct orden 
of the emperor, and that Charles had promised 
to assist the duke of Savoy, strictly enjoined 
Brion not to be drawn into an encounter .widi 
the wily Spaniard. His presence however was 
prejudicial; he visited Turin, and thinking it 
not strong enough to be muntained against the 
French, he advised the duke to withdraw to 
Verceil, which he did^ having first removed all 

ISl^^ .his valuables, and Turin was surrendered on 
the 3d of April. Brion's troops would willing^ 
ly have come to an engagement with da Leyva's 
army, but the admiral, although he had great 
difficulty in restraining the impetuosity of his 
German soldiers under the count Furstemberg, 
jstrictly adhered to the king^s command, (a) 
. The n^ociations respecting the promised 
investiture of the Milanese w&re however still 
continued; but now the emperor took a new 
tone, and, as he said he had agreed to comply 
.with the king's request, he required that Pied^ 
jnont should be evacuated, and the admiral sent 
to him with full powers finally to arrange a trea* 
ty. Velly, who was not yet cured of trusting to 

(a) Mez^raj. . .Gaillard* U i v. €» 2. - • 
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the einpflx>r's promises, s^yised Fraacis to com* ch af. 
ply ; but the king, who knew Qiarles's prepa* ^^" 
rations^ and who gave him no credit for the 
atnoerity of his professions, refused to quit Pied- 
mont. At the same time^ in order to meet the 
emperor's avowed object, he sent to him the 
cardinal de Lorraine, as hiti plenipotentiary, 
while he ordered the admiral to suspend hos* 
tilities until the result of the cardinars journey 
should be known. Charles had promised hi^ 
final answer at Naples ; he then deferred it till 
be should be at Gaeta ; and at Gaeta he assured 
the ambassadors he would give it them at 
Rome. 

He did in &ct give them his reply at Rome; 
and he did it in terms the most painful for them 
to hear^ and to the last degree insulting as re* 
spected the king. He at once threw off the 
maskj and convinced the whole world, not only 
that he was disposed for war^ but that he wa$ 
willing to provoke it. (a) 

The emperor arrived in Rome on the 6th of 
ApriK Velly followed him closely, in expec-r 
tation of the answer^ which had been so often 
promised, and so often postponed. He found 

(a) A tery trivial incident which happened at this time 
ftraifthed the gnperstitiooB with grounds for presaging the 
contents that were abont to ensue. In order to give more 
extenaiTe view and greater space to the palace that was des- 
tined for the emperor's residence at Rome, several old build, 
ings were destroyed, and, among others, the remains of an 
ftttcieut temple which had been dedicated to Peace.^BeU 
ear., 1. xx. 
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9mAT. iimm ^ bUtop «£ Mmou^ Ibe Vrmdk 
'"'^ iftdor to the Pope, witfa whoB kr twrfmieJi 
and with whom he wiited his effiirte to attarii 
the Pope to tfieir moBftroh'e intereet The em*^ 
peror and his ministers had so often, and ao es?^ 
pUcitly pnomised to confer die invesiitae «if 
Milan on the duke of Orleans, that die ambss*' 
bsAmv would not permit themselves to dpak^ Ibe 
eamestaess of his intentions respecting it, and 
Aey imagined that Charles had only procrasd- 
nated, in order to flatter the Pope with the idea 
that he had brought about the mediation, and 
to obtain his holiness's sanction to the measnre. 

The Pope told the French ambassadors that 
he believed the emperor was amusing himself at 
their expense, and that the duke of Oileans 
would never obtain the investiture they songht 
for him. Velly, who ascribed this notion to the 
Pope's ignorance of the emperor's expreand 
intentions^ did not attempt to undeceive him, 
but merely entreated him to do all in his power 
to encourage the emperor's peaceable dispoa- 
tion. 

The sequel however, proved that his hoK- 
ness's conjecture was correct, and that the ambaSi- 
sador was the dupe. The emperor had ever since 
his arrival in Rome, assumed a mach higher 
tone than before. He complained more loudl]^ 
of the invasion of Piedmont^ and of Brion^s not 
having been sent to him as he had requested* 
He expressed openly his wish that Milan should 
be given to the duke d*Angouleme instead of 
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nskfiteoUb (Mtherttit any thing without the cot^ "^- 
msAr^ Ae.Bope «id tbe^ther Italim p<m0r8. 
VriHyv.who thoB -fir the^rst time begani to Bits- 
poi^ €l«riei^». veal cbift, Tentored to speak to 
ftin-fdiii^firaiDflBt) and fdainly ranmided him of 
hj|«..0RW«j^, Cbwiw repdied, that he had pro- 
Hpffepjl^ U|id«r eottditions to which Franeia would 
n^ver consult, aad which he could not fulfil 
cvap if be were incliiied, ^' Why then/' asked 
tI^,,ambanador, ''did you . prescribe them?" 
Tha emperor, thus hardly pressed, affected to be 
ofFandad at Velly's want of respect, (the com* 
n^n e^f^use of great people who are in the 
wroQg^) and said, impatiently, '' Let me ask 
ypu^ since you are so urgent, whether you have 
full ppwer now to conclude the treaty/' Velly 
confessed, that he had not. '! Well then/' retorted 
Charles, *' what is it that you require me. to 
do?'' and turning towards the assembly with 
that ingenious duplicity to which he often re<- 
soi^edtf he continued, '' You see which of us is 
amusing the other with vain words." 

Although this extraordinary behaviour had xheempe- 
exsit^d^Vdly's profound distrust; he was not TiiSSnt* 
pce;pared for the scene which was to ensue on tngl^^ 
ib^ foUowiiiig day. He went in company with ^^^ 
thfs bisitiop. of Macon to wait upon the emperor^ ^" 
wl^ received the bishop vary graciously, and 
inquired of Velly whether he had any thing 
new, tp impart to him, and which he knew was 
ut^^rly impossible. On Velly's replying in the 

VOL. II. L 



init 
rrmncc 



146 THB LIFE AND TIMIS 

CHAP, negative, he rejoined, " Then^ you ure unac- 
^^' quainted with your master's final determination ? 
Fdlow me to the Pope, and you shall there hear 
mine.*' 

The Venetian ambassadors^ who arrived at 
the same moment, were told to accompany them. 
They entered the consistory, where the assem- 
bled cardinals awaited the Pope. His holiness 
soon after descended^ accompanied by his minis- 
ters, and followed by a numwous court. The 
emperor then said, he had some subjects of die 
utmost importance to speak of in the presence 
of the holy conclave^ upon which the Pope would 
have desired all present, except the cardinals, 
to leave the room; but the emperor said, that 
what he had to say he wished to be heard by 
every one. He then commenced a most violent 
harangue against the kiTig and the French na- 
tion generally. He recapitulated the whole his- 
tory of the quarrels between himself and FVancis ; 
enumerated all their treaties^ which he said had 
been concluded by him in a spirit of charity and 
forbearance, and had been broken through the 
king's want of faith. He vaunted his own con- 
duct as irreproachable, and denounced theirs as 
always inexcusable. Sforza, he said, was right to 
cut off the head of Merveille, and Francis vras 
wrong in attempting to revenge the death of his 
minister, and had merely resorted to it as a pre- 
text for violating the treaty of Cambray. He 
concluded^ by haughtily proposing to his rival 
the choice of three measures^ either to accept 
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the Milanese for the duke d^AngouMme, on the chap. 
terms which had been proposed, or to end their ^^^' 
diflferenoes by a private combat^ or to engage in 
a war. If Francis would accept the challenge 
he would fight in bis shirt with sword or dagger ; 
but he stipulated^ that, on the one side^ the 
duchy of Milan, and, on the other^ the province 
of Burgundy, should belong to the conqueror. 
If the proposal of war should be accepted^ he 
swore never to lay down his arms till either he 
or his rival were reduced to a level with the 
poorest private gentleman in Europe. In this 
part of lus speech he unjustly and indecently in- 
aalted the French dbdvalry. ^^ If I had no better 
soldiers^^' «aid he, ^^ I would go imnaediately^ 
with my hands bound, and with a halter round 
■ay neck^ to implore my enemy's mercy. '^ He 
concluded, by exhorting tbe Pope, the holy col- 
lege, tbe princes and states oi Italy, and all the 
Christian sovereigns^ to unite with him against 
Frauds, whom he reproachfully called the ally 
of the infidels, and the disturber of the peace of 
Obristeudom. 

This violent and unexpected attack^ which 
was tbe mope insulting and opprobrious, from the 
place in which the emperor had chosen to make 
it, was also to the last degree unfair and ungene- 
rous, because Francis was not present ; and his 
ministers were so little prepared for it, that th^ 
did not dare to commit their master's interests 
by such a reply as their indignant feelings would 
have prompted. It had evidently been long 

L 2 
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CHAP, planned^ and the speech bad been written for 
^'^' the occasion, for Charles was observed, while 
speaking, to glance his eye from time to time 
on a paper which he held in his hand. The 
Pope made a vague and temporizing speech, in 
which he pledged himself to preserve a neutra- 
lity, and expressed a desire for peace, which 
might perhaps be sincere. The bishop of 
Macon, who, as ambassador to the Pope, ought 
to have replied to the emperor^ excused himself^ 
under pretence that the speech had been deli- 
vered in Spanish, a language with which he was 
.so little acquainted, that the greater part of it 
was unintelligible to hinou Yelly requested 
permission to speak, but Charles, to whom he 
was ambassador^ peremptorily refused, saying, 
he would give him his discourse in writing, and 
.that Velly might answer it at his leisure. At 
the breaking up of the meeting, the emperor's 
ministers, who saw the indignation which had 
been excited in the minds of the French ambas- 
sadors, offered some apologies for what had 
just passed, and assured them, that the emperor 
had neither meant to quarrel with Francis^ nor to 
hurt their feelings, although in the excitement of 
the moment he had been betrayed into a warmth 
of expression which they regretted . The ambas- 
sadors could make no reply to this unmeaning 
statement, but retired to their residence. 

The same evening the Pope sent to the bishop 
of Macon, requesting to speak .with him befoFe 
he wrote to the king, and when he afterwards 
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saw him in c6mpan j with Vellyi he besought chap. 
them not to inflame the animosity of Francis, ^^' 
nor destroy the hardly cemented peace of Europe 
by too faithful a report of the emperor^s intem- 
perate speech, which he strongly reprobiited* 
The amtmssadors replied, that the scene had been 
too public for them to disguise any part of it, 
and that their master would inevitably hear from 
other quarters whatever they might conceal 
from him. They promised, however, to discharge 
their duty with all possible circumspection. The 
displeasure of the Pope was apparently sincere, 
for after a private interview which he had with 
the emperor, who arrived at this moment to take 
his leave, Charles expressed his willingness to 
give the French ambassadors an explanation of* 
those parts of his speech which had been most 
ofiensive. It was principally on the subject of 
Ihe duel that the ambassadors begged him to 
explain himself, offering to answer that Francis 
would accept it. The emperor said, that as his 
harangue had been public, it was right that his 
explanation should be equally so, They were 
now no longer in the consistory, but the assem- 
bly was almost as numerous as that of the pre- 
ceding day, interest or curiosity having attracted 
an immense crowd to the Pope's palace. The 
emperor then, addressing himself to the per* 
sons present, and speaking in a loud voice, de- chariet 
dared, that he could not refuse the ambassadors l^'^^ 
the explanation they had demanded of his Eif^^, 
speech of the preceding day. He complained 
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CHAP, that many of his auditors had maliciously inter^ 
^^' preted his discourse^ protested that he had not 
intended the slightest reproach to the king his 
brother ; bot that he had only attempted to jus- 
tify himself. With respect to the challenge, 
he denied that he had offered, or intended to 
ofier one, because such a proceeding would, he 
said, have testified a want of respect towards 
the Pope, in whose presence he had spoken. He, 
however, repeated his three offers, but in a much 
milder tone than he had before used. He pro- 
posed a war before he mentioned the duel, and 
suggiested the latter merely as an alternative 
which might spare the effusion of blood, and be 
less fiivdurable to the spread of heresy and infi- 
delity than a war, of which he concluded by 
drawing a frightful picture. 

The Pope loudly applauded this equivocal 
speech, which was delivered in Italian, and ex- 
horted the French ambassadors to concur in the 
pacific views of the emperor. They replied, that 
the preservation of peace depended chiefly on the 
Pope's neutrality, which he thereupon proinised 
strictly to observe. The emperor rose to take 
his leave, when Velly respectfully but earnestly 
requested he would do him the justice to say 
whether he had not promised to confer the duchy 
of Milan on the French king's son. Charles, 
somewhat disconcerted at the irresistible ear- 
nestness of Velly 's manner, paused for a moment, 
and then replied, that he had made this promise, 
but it was under conditions which had not been 
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fulfilled; and that this failure, together with chap. 
Francis's invasion of the territory of the duke of ^^^' 
Savoy, had annulled the promise. He added^ 
that he objected to the Milanese being vested in 
the duke of Orleans; because that prince^ in 
right of his wife, had pretensions to certain Ita- 
lian states, which might make his introduction 
into that country dangerous to the other powers ; 
and that, moreover, he would be immediately de- 
pendant on his father^ while the duke d'Angou- 
l£me, on the other hand, as in receiving the Mi- 
lanese he was to marry a niece of the emperor, 
would owe equal allegiance and fidelity to both 
powers. Velly endeavoured to reason against this 
determination, but was interrupted by the empe- 
ror, who, turning to the Pope^ said^ with a sar- 
castic amile, '' Is it not extraordinary that I am 
obliged to sue the king of France^ that he will 
Gondescend to accept the Milanese for one of his 
sons ? What kindred can they claim with me } 
Tliey are not the children of my sister Eleanora ; 
and if they were^ have I not the right to choose 
on which of them I shall confer this valuable 
present ?'' An obsei^ation which would have 
been unanswerable^ but that it assumed that to be 
a gift, which was in feet merely the recognition of 
a just claim. The emperor then todc his leave, 
and soon afterwards departed from Rome. 

The French ambassadors requested to be ftur- • 
nished with the copy of the speech \vhich had 
been promised to them, but were informed by 
the imperial ministers, that it had been sent di- 
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c«AK. rricdy to Leidekerke, tiie emperor's *amlinMid<n' 
^"^' in France, who had instructionB to deliver it to 
the king. A paper, purporting to be the speech, 
was, in fact^ delivered by that minister, but it was 
Ytry much moderated. 
Fraacif't Thc Freuch ambassadoTB, won by the Pope's 
^^' entreaties, reported Charles's speech somewhat 
less ofibnsively than he had delivered it^ and qua- 
lified it by incorporating with it the explanations 
he had given. Francis's reply being framed upon 
these documents^ was extremely temperate. He 
restricted himself to a simple answer on the seve- 
ral points urged by the emperor^ and this without 
bitterness, recrimination, or insult. Respecting 
the treaty of Madrid, he repeated what he had 
been induced, or had induced himself, to belieye; 
that all engagements contracted in prison were 
vend, and that the treaty of Cambray, which. he 
alleged to be unjust^ was for the same reason in- 
valid. As to the oflfer of the duel^ he answered 
with a subterfuge, which savoured rather of the 
counsel of his ministers than of his own impetu- 
ous feelings, that he would accept it with ple»* 
sure, if he could thereby spare the waste of his 
people's blood : but he added, he did not con- 
irider himself challenged by the emperor, nor did 
he challenge him. This answer was addressed 
to the Pope, to the sacred college, to the ministers 
of foreign powers resident at Rome^ and to all 
those who had heard the emperor's harangue. 
Upon Charles, who had formed his plans, it of 
course produced no effect ; but the Pope, who 
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saw, more closely than ever the necessity of keep^ c » a p.* 

ing aloof from the quarrels which were likely to ^^^'^ 
ensue^ issued a bull, in which he declared his 
neutrality, (a) 

As Francis had determined to give the em- Theordi- 
paror no cause for the war which he was too L^lne is 
clearly seeking, he determined that the cardi- '^peror^* 
ual of Lorraine should proceed on his mission.' 
The prelate accordingly set out, and arriving 
in Savoy, he delivered to Brion the king^s 
orders to pause in his campaign. He had an 
interview at about the same time with da 
Leyva^ to whom he communicated those orders, 
and it was mutually agreed between the Spanish 
ajod the French general that they should for the 
present rest upon their arms. Tlie cardinal 
tbea proceeded^ under an escort which da 
Leyva furnished him, to Sienna^ where the 
emperor was. He began his n^ociation by 
reminding him of his promise ; and Charles 
replied^ that he promised only under certain 
conditions, some of which Francis had broken 
by making war on his ally, the duke of Savoy, uj^i^j^^. 
and none of which he had fulfilled. He how- ^icwand 

unsuccew- 

ever repeated that he was ready to perform his fui negoci- 

• • i» /•! iij.t lA Ation with 

promise m favour of the duke d Angouleme, charies. 
and to give him one of his nieces in marriage. 
The cardinal replied, that his powers extended 
only to the investiture of the duke of Orleans, 
and that if the emperor persisted in refusing that, 
his further errand was to the court of Rome, to 

(a) Du Bellay, 1. t. Belcar., 1. xxi. 
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CHAP, explaia to the Pope the offers of the king, and 
^^^' Charles's reply. The emperor upon this bade 
him farewell, observing merely that he should 
be glad to see him on his return from Rome. 
The cardinal then dispatched couriers with let- 
ters for Francis, giving him an account of his 
short and unsuccessful negociation^ and dispatch- 
ed others to Brion^ advising him to keep on his 
guard, and not to rely on any chance of peace. 
Brion promptly acted on this suggestion, and 
strengthened his position. 
Repairs to The Cardinal then hastened to Rome^ where 
^^^' he placed the conduct of Francis in its true 
light, and exposed the ill faith of the emperor. 
The Pope, who, if he was convinced of the jus- 
tice of the cardinal's representations, was de* 
termined not on that account to engage in hos- 
tilities, contented himself with sending cardinal 
legates to the king and to the emperor, charged 
with his feeble exhortations that they should re- 
Has ate- main at peace. On his return, the cardinal de 
v?ew/"**" Lorraine had another interview with Chailes^ 
in which he remonstrated with passionate elo- 
quence on the injustice of his proceeding's, the 
evils which must result from them, and the 
probability that some of those evils might fall 
on the emperor's own head. Charles was moved, 
and replied to the cardinal's prophetic discourse 
by a hypocritical protest that he was desirous of 
averting by a peace the realization of the dia* 
tressing picture which the cardinal drew; but 
by this time all his preparations were complete, 



OF FRANCIS THE FIRST. 155 

the time was come at wbich he thought he conid chap. 
efiectually enter upon his long meditated attack, ^^^- 
and his actions soon manifested his true desi^, 
beyond the possibility of doubt. 

Not content with preparing: a larsre armed chariesca- 
force for the purpose of actmg aganist Francis, Francis 
Charles had endeavoured to injure him in the £lirope!n 
opinion of all the European potentates. He p**^^"^**^- 
had sent an envoy to the king of England with 
a proposition for renewing their old amity : he 
offered to pass over all the cause of complaint 
which arose out of his aunt's treatment^, and at 
the same time he sent Henry a copy of the speech 
he had made against Trancis in the consistory at 
Rome. The English monarch made a very cold 
and evasive reply. He said he had an account 
to receive from the emperor respecting some 
calumnious and insulting expressions he had 
used respecting him ; that the speech he had 
sent him was, he was informed, incorrect ; and 
that he would never sanction his ambitious 
desi^s, which had now become apparent^ on 
Francis's dominions. At the same time he re- 
newed his friendly relations with Francis, and 
a treaty was entered into for the marriage of 
Elizabeth^ then an infant^ with the young duke 
d'Angoul^me. (a) 

In Germany, the emperor had laboured to a 
rimilar purpose, and with much greater success. 
The protestant princes, who had hitherto looked 
upon Francis as an adherent, of whose friend- 

(a) Du Bellay, I. ▼. 
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CHAP, ship they were assured^ and on whose assistance 
^^^' they might safely rely, conceived a distrust of 
Penecu- ^^^ ^^ consequencc of the cruelty with which 
protert-*** he treated the Lutherans in France. In tracing 
Tnn^ the history of his life^ there are many things to 
regret and many to blame ; but they are in gene- 
ral those weaknesses and imprudences which, 
seen as they are, in company with generosity 
and bravery, and a predominating proportion of 
good qualities, inspire our compassion, and in- 
duce us to seek for excuses 4n the evil influence 
of the times in which he livedo or in his own too 
sanguine temperament. In speakings however, 
of his barbarous cruelty to his protestant sub- 
jects, these sources of extenuation are exhausted, 
and contempt and disgust mingle in the censure 
which justice extorts from us, as we record a per- 
secution as strongly marked with the characters 
of blood and bigotry as any of the similar atro- 
cities which disgraced the age. 
Francis u- It was whilc his preparations were making to 
Jle'Son at cncountcr the emperor's threatened attack/ and 
ing of hel before he quitted Paris to take the command of 
reflca. jj jg ^rmy, that he determined to give a public tes- 
timony of his hatred of the innovations in religion 
which had begun to prevail in his kingdom, (a) 
Placards impeaching the efficacy of the sacrament 

(a) Le P^re Daniel, whose zeal is not highly roused by 
any of the more inspiring subjects which his history of the 
king's reign presents, says, " Avant qtie de partir de Paris, 
il Toulut, pour attirer la benediction du ciel sur ses armesy 
donner un exemple signal de pi^t^ et de z^le contra la noiu 
velle doctrine." — Hisi. de Fran.y U vii. p. 743. 
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of the euchariBt^ as celebrated in the Romish chap. 
church, had been affixed in the night-time against ^'^' 
the doors of some of the churches in Paris, and 
against the gates of the Louvre. They were 
either the production of some fanatical Lutherans, 
or they were the invention of their enemies, for 
the purpose of fastening upon them the accusa- 
tion of dangerous and insolent heresies. The 
circumstance of their being found was enough to 
induce the clamour of the bigots ; and the king 
was prevailed upon to assist at a solemn proces- 
sion which was made for the purpose of expia- 
ting the impiety and profanation of thisse placards. 
Francis, bearing a lighted torch in his hand and 
accompanied by his sons^ the dauphin and the 
dukes of Orleans and Angoul^me^ and by the 
duke de Vendome and other of the most illustri- 
ous nobles of France, headed the procession. 
The bishop of Paris bearing the holy sacrament^ 
the foreign ambassadors^ and an immense train 
of noble and distinguished personages accompa- 
nied him, with every external mark of solemnity 
and devotion, from the church of St. Germain 
I'Auxerrois to the cathedral of N6tre Dame. 
Nothing was omitted that could make the cere- 
mony imposing^ and the king added his personal 
share to the scene by protesting in public, and 
loudly, that his abhorrence of the Lutheran he- 
resy was so intense, that if his right arm was 
infected with it he would cut it off; and that he 
would not spare even his own children in his de- 
termination to root it out from the land. 
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CHAP. On the evening of the same day, six ui^appy 
^^^' men; who had been found guilty of doubting the 
infallible dogmas of the church of Rome^ were 
conducted to the place of public execution^ to 
undergo the sentence to which their persecu- 
tors had doomed them. Six piles had been pre- 
pared, and above each was a sort of scaffold, on 
which the victims were placed. A cord was fes- 
tened round their bodies, and the fire being then 
lighted, the executioners lowered it so as to let 
each of them gently down to the fire ; after a 
short time^ when the flames had suflSciently 
scorched them, the cord was pulled and they 
were again elevated to the scaffold ; and thus 
alternately raised and lowered until the inhuman 
appetites of their tormentors were satiated, when 
they were let fall into the flames, and their ago- 
nies were ended by death, (a) 
thwfcru- '^^ emperor made use of these detestable bar- 
eiti« in barities to excite, as they were well calculated to 

Gennaoy. i • i 

do, the horror and animosity of the German pro- 
testants against Francis, and he increased those 
feelings by falsely asserting that the victims were 
Germans. At the same time he professed an 
earnest wish to reconcile their differences with 
the Pope, in which he asserted he should have 
6ucceeded but for the French king's invasion of 
Piedmont. His emissaries spread these state- 
ments from one end of Germany to the other, and 

(a) These details are taken from the account of le P^re 
Daniel, who cannot be accused of any desire to exag^g^erate 
the picture to the disadyantage of the persecators^ t. vii* 
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added to the truth, which was sufficiently shock- ^ " t^' 



ing, certain fictions which tended to strengthen 
the impression it had made. They said that 
FVancis had banished all the Geimans from his 
kingdom ; forbade his own subjects to have any 
commerce with them ; that he had made a league 
with the Turk, the object of which was the de- 
struction of Germany ; that Charles, indignant 
at these enormities, had defied Francis to mortal 
combat; had sent him by a herald a sword 
dipped in his own bloody in token of his irre- 
concileable hatred ; and had recalled his ambas- 
sador from the court of Paris. Gross as these 
misrepresentations were, they were greedily 
adopted in Germany, and must have turned out 
very mischievously for Francis, but that he had 
the wisdom to entrust the task of contradicting 
them to a most active and intelligent minister. 
Guillaome du Bellay Langei, whose perfect know- Langei's 
ledge of the country and its inhabitants particu- SoSH** 
larly qualified him for this mission, repaired to ^*™*"y- 
Germany. The d istrust with which the emperor's 
emissaries had inspired the princes, and the ex- 
citement which prevailed among the people, as 
well as the peculiar nature of his errand, ren- 
dered the utmost circumspection necessary. A» 
a public envoy he would not have been listened 
to ; and if he had announced himself as a French- 
man and the partisan of Francis, the indignation 
of the people would have placed his life in dan- 
ger. He proceeded therefore with secrecy and 
caution. He, in the first place, translated into 
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,c,HAP. GatqaD, and circulated cofHes of die'empdrw's 
^^'' speech, as it bad been delivered, and o£a req[>ly 
bj Francis, in which every poinfc al the speeeh 
Mras contradicted or explained. He took •ikdvaii- 
tage of the return of the German mMtkuitspto 
their own country, from the fair of L#yt>a8^ wiM#e 
their traffic had been focilitated, and ti^y Inid 
been treated with kindness and enGonrageQi^nt 
by Francis. These trad^ns willingly testified by 
letters, and by other public statements, tiieirsensie 
of the king's benevolence, and tiieir expertenoe 
of his friendly dispositions towards Gevmamy. 
They stated that Leidekerke, the emperor's am- 
bassador, was still at Charles's court, a fkct 
which was c^ itself sufficient to contradict the 
story of the challenge, and consequent rapture 
between the monarchs. Langei addressed re^ 
presentations also to each of the independent 
princes, assuring them that Francis had never 
relaxed in his inclination to protect them ; eited, 
in proof of it, his accession to the league of 
Smalkalden ; and evaded the charge of his having 
put to death the Lutherans, by asserting diat 
they were incendiaries, who, under the preteAce 
of religion, had attacked the public peace, and 
denied that any of them were Germans. Hef 
concluded by requesting that a diet might be' 
convened, and offered, in the king's name, to 
refer to the arbitration of that tribunal all the 
subjects of difference between himself smd 
CImles, and to abide by their decision rei^)ecting 
his claims on the Milanese. 
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Tktt deetor pdatioe^ to whom he had prlnci- chap. 
pally addrened hittiself) replied that the king of ^^^' 
llie RoBiaiit was the imperial vicar, and that to 
him Iheralbre his aj^ication for calling a diet 
aboiikl be made. This answer, which was tan- 
iMioiuit to a direct refusal to entertain his pro- 
ponlioii, determined Langd to rely upon his 
ovn exertions, and the assistance of such of 
tfbe indiYidoal electcHB as he could bring over. 
He laboured so earnestly in this design, by his 
peraooal refnesentations and by the diiRision of 
a quantity of able and bold renionstrances, in 
which be vindicated Francis's character and his 
cnase, and by wdl-timed appeals to the love of 
liberty which actuated the German potentates, 
that he succeeded in obtaining permission to 
levy troops in several districts. He was also 
fi^rtanate enough to prevail upon the greater 
part of a body of thirteen thousand lanz-knechts, 
which had been raised in the name of the 
emperor^ to take service with Francis^ and those 
who remained refused to bear arms against 

him. 

Franms, whom the appearance of war had pnmds't 
«ffi9Ctually roused from the dissipation in which ^Tte 
he was too iqpt to indulge, had been employing <^^*°^ 
himself in providing for the defence of his 
kjngdomj which he could not doubt would be- 
oome the object of the emperor's attack. He 
had put all tibe fortresses on his sevend frontiers 
of Picardy, Champagne, Guyenne, Dauphin^, 
and Provence^ in a perfect state of repair, and 

VOL, 11. M 
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CHAK bad supfdied them with chmce ganrisoiis^ able 
. ^^^' c(»iiinaiiders^ and sufficient provisions. The 
duke de Vaid6me was entrusted with the care 
of Picardy ; the duke de Guise with (hat of 
• Champagne ; the king of Navarre, himself a for- 
midaUe foe to Spain^ undertook to protect Guy- 
enne against attack ; d'Humi^res^ a brave aopl 
skilfut officer^ took the coamand of Daiqphin^. 
Bafrb^eux, the natural enCTiy and rival of Doria, 
vas sent to Marseilles, whidi was supposed to 
be liable to an attadc from the galleys of the 
Genoese admiral ; and the king himself rqiaired 
to Lyons with his army^ to be ready to en- 
oounter the descent which he believed the em- 
peror had resolved to attempt upon Provence* 



CHAP. XV. 

Praneis prepares to encounter the Emperor^s invasion 
— The French troops recalled from Italy^^The 
Marquis of Salnzzo appointed General in JPied^ 
mont — Deserts to the Emperor — Da Leyt)a attacks 
T^rin and lays siege to Possano — Gallant defence 
of Possano — An honourable ctqntulation agreed to 
— Arrival of the Emperor before Possano — Singu^ 
lar conversation with La Roche du Maine^^Success^ 
ful defence of Turin — Prancis^s plan of the cam^ 
paign in Provence — Montmorenci appointed Gene^ 
ralissimo — Provence is laid waste — Prench camp 
established at Valence — Conduct of Charles — March 
of the imperial army — A second Prench campform^ 
ed at Avignon — Death of the Dauphin by poison — 
Charles endeavours to provoke the Prench king to a 
battle — Praneis and the Duke of Orleans join the 
camp at Avignon — The Emperor retreats with great 
loss^'Prancis returns to the capital. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

The preservation of his conquests m Pied- (1530) 
mont became an object of minor importance to pil^^to 
the French monarchy as soon as he was con- ^^^ 
Tinced, by the nature of the emperor's pre- Si*^'" 
parations^ that he meditated ati invasion of 
France. Francis recalled the admiral de Brion, 
and directed him to bring back such part of his 
army as was not necessary to garrison the for- ^|^ 
tresses he had taken from the duke of Savoy, and ^|^^ 
which, as they would delay, if they could not J^f^- 
check, the emperor's march, were worth an effort 
to keep. On Br ion's departure, the general 
command of the forces in Piedmont was en- 
trusted to the marquis of Saluzzo, with direc- 
tions to pursue the plan of operations which the 
admiral had begun. 

Although the marquis's military abilities were '^ J^, 
held in as little estimation as they deserved, the Jjj"?' ^ 
local influence which he possessed, by means of »«»i <» 
bis neighbouring territory, made him a useful <ietertt to 
ally, and Francis, who relied more upon his ror.*"*^ 
fidelity than his talents, might have reasonably 
hoped that common prudence, and a moderate 
share of gratitude, would have insured him the 
marquis's attachment. He had been educated 
in France, and had experienced many sensible 
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CHAP, proofs of regard from the kiDg^ who had been 
^^' bis fast friend^ when all those from whom he 
might have expected support and assistance, had 
disowned him. After his elder brother's estates 
bad been confiscated for bis rebellion, Francis 
not only granted them to this marquis^ but 
added to them» as a free gift, other considerable 
territories in Piedmont; he had conferred on 
him the order of St. Michael ; and, lastly^ had 
entrusted him with the honourable and lucra- 
tive command he then held. Saluzzo^ who ap- 
pears to have been one of the weakest as well as 
the most worthless of human beings^ had adopt- 
ed a notion that the emperor's arms must prevsdl 
in the war wbich was approaching ; and although 
he had built this belief on no surer foundation 
than the predictions of certain pretended as- 
trologers^ he had determined to sacrifice his 
honour, and to trust his fortunes to the viuu 
dreams wbich h^ been inspired by tliese im- 
postors, (a) As however it was necessary to 
raise some pretext which might colour, though 
it could not excuse so flagrant a violation of the 
duties he owed to the French king^ he preferred 
an absurd claim to the marquisate of Mont ferrate 

(a) It bsd been propbesied that tbe emperor wovM cim- 
qiler France, and that the year 1536 would either bring the 
king his death* or a captivity similar to that which he bad 
formerly endured. Da Leyva, the imperial general, was 
promised too that he should die in France, and be buried at 
St. Denis, which he interpreted to mean that he shmiki lie 
in the royal tomb of France.— ^^m. de Langei^ L v« fiel- 
car.9 1. zxi. 
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aodmadea journey to Lyons, where the Idng chap. 
was staying^ for the purpose of enforcing* hiB ^' 
pretenst6ns. Francis laughed at them ; the 
council of state unceremoniously dismissed them ; 
and the marquis, with ill concealed satis&etion 
at haying gained all that he required, and with 
an affectation of discontent, returned to Italy to 
execute the scheme he had meditated* 

It had been determined in the French councils 
to confine the defence of Piedmont to the three 
towns of Turin, Fossano, and Coni. The first 
was in the handsof d'Annebaut, who, surrounded 
by a chosen body of the French chiyalry, had 
earnestly employed himself in repairing the for- 
tifications, and had determined never to yield 
the place while a man remained to defend it. 
Saluzzo affected to eptertain doubts, and to dis- 
coTer difficulties as to which of the others should 
be strengthened, and gave it as his decided 
opinion that one of them must be evacuated. 
While the deliberations on this subject wer^ 
pending, he had, in pursuance of his treacherous 
design, made overtures through Antonio da 
Leyva to the emperor, for withdrawing from the 
alliance of Francis, and for enabling Charles tQ 
make himself master of all Piedmont ; and the 
negociations between them were actually iu 
progress. At first every thing 3eemed to pro- 
mise him success. The French officers who had 
then conceived no doubt of bis integrity, listened 
patiently to his propositions^ and examined with 
earnestness the exp^iency of the plans he sab- 
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CHAP, initted to them. The result of their delibera* 
• tions convinced them that the pretences he hail 
made were too flimsy even for his slender in* 
tellect to have seriously entertained. I^eir 
suspicions were excited, and they told him plain- 
ly that they distrusted him. Saluzzo protested 
that his intentions were honest, and, by way of 
proving his sincerity^ offered to visit Fossano 
for the purpose of examining its real condition, 
and providing for its defence. On inspection 
it was found that it might easily be strengthened » 
and it was determined that a large body of 
pioneers should be set to work on the fortifica- 
tions. They began their labours, but disap- 
peared in the course of the next night. The 
marquis affected to de}>lore this accident^ and 
promised to send for other workmen from his 
own estates ; but this promise was never per- 
formed. He sent some gims and ammunition, 
but it turned out that the balls he furnished were 
so much too large for the cannon^ that they were 
wholly useless. Some of the French generals 
wrote to the king^ denouncing the marquises 
treachery, and accompanied their dispatches 
with proofs so convincing^ that Francis ordered 
him to be seized, Saluzzo was apprised of this, 
and took care not to place himself within reach 
of the irritated officers^ and so evaded thd 
danger. Francis, who wished that the emperor's 
prog]*ess might be delayed, wrote to his gene- 
rals, and desired them in urgent terms, to efl^ 
this by any possible means. They immedis^Iy 
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took such measures as were practicable for the chap/ 
defence of Fossano, and evacuated Coni, which ^^' 
the want of the marquis's assistance^ rendered 
untepable. Soon after this they were relieved 
from all doubt respecting his fidelity, by his. 
openly going over to the emperor, who had 
arrived at Ast. 

Da Ley va at the same time marched to Turin, ©m Leytm 
to which place he laid siege, and finding it much T^^!^'mnd 
stronger than, from the marquis's description, to?oS25»^ 
he had anticipated^ he left the prosecution of J^^l^^ 
the attack to Scalenghe, the governor of Ast, '''JiS?* 
while he hastened to Fossano and made himself 
master of some of the buildings in the suburbs, 
which the French had not had time to destroy. 
Montpezat commanded the small garrison which 
was shut up in Fossano ; la Roche du Maine 
and some of the ablest and most experienced 
of the French officers were with him. In point 
of numbers the force of da Leyva was infinitely 
superior, and the imperial general was besides 
well supplied with provisions. The country 
was at his command, and he bad a large park of 
artillery, against which the low and ill-repaired 
walls of the city could not long stand. The 
besieffed were in want of every thing ; their 
provisions were scanty, and were known to be 
so ; for Saluzzo, who^ before his desertion, bad 
ascertained the exact amount of their supplies 
in every respect^ had acquainted da Leyva with 
their minutest details ; their guns were few and 
badly mounted^ they had very little ammu- 
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CHAP. iiitioD^ and. the supplj of water in the city 
^^' , was whoUj inadequate to their consumption. 
Against the odds with which thej had to con- 
tend they had nothing to help than but their in- 
domitabfe resolution^ and this sufficed to tire 
out the patience of their foes, and to insure their 
own triumph. Da Leyva, who could not per- 
suade himself that they would attempt a defence 
vndet drcumstances so hopeless^ purposely omit- 
ted to extend his attack to the gate which led to 
Coni, in the supposition that they would gladly 
retreat to that place, and in accordance with the 
military precept which counsels the building a 
bridge of gold for a flying enemy. But he 
found that the only use they made of the open 
way to Coni was to supply themselves with 
water from a spriog on that road^ and he saw that 
if he meant to beat them he must set about it 
in due form. He then opened trenches and 
erected batteries^ which in a few days had dis- 
mounted the cannon on the town walls. The 
French then made two sallies at a moment when 
they were least expected. The cavalry, on one 
side^ and the infantry on the other, assailed the 
imperialists with such vigour and success that 
da Leyva himself was surprised, and would have 
b6en taken but for the promptitude with which 
his men carried him off in a chair, an attack of 
gout having rendered him incapable of walk- 
ing. The pursuit of the French was followed 
up briskly, and da Leyva's soldiers had no other 
means of $avin^ him than by hiding bim in a 
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corn field. The besieged having done gieart oHAt. 
ndschief in the camp, retired in excdlent order ^' 
to the town again, with the loss of only two or 
diree men . Da Ley ra then tried the effect of his 
guns ; but although he battered down the walk 
be did not venture to enter the breach he had 
made^ and encounter in the close streets of the town 
the desperate enemies who had proved themsdves 
more than a match for his troops even in the 
plain. He determined at last to await the more 
certain effect of fitmine ; but the frugality and 
good management of the defenders rendered 
this process too slow for his impatience. He had 
no doubt that the besieged would willingly capi- 
tulate upon honourable terms ; but as he knew 
that the more favourable those terms should be 
to them, the less glorious the victory must be 
to him^ he wished them to make the first pro- 
position. To induce them to do this he sent a 
trumpet witli a friendly message to la Roche 
du Maine, who commanded in the garrison, and 
with whom he was well acquainted, inviting him 
to pay him a visits and inquiring if he was not 
tired of having no wine to drink. Du Maine 
replied by a piece of bravado, which was not 
then for the first time resorted to^ and sent him 
a couple of flasks of the best wine in the town, 
ill as it could be spared . The herald had been 
told to mention the defection of the marquis de 
Saluzzo, which Montpezat and the other ofiiceis, 
although they had long known it^ affected not 
to believe, but to treat as an inventiQn of the 
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dnkfi enemy. On the fotfaminir daj die wbmt ni»» 
^^ senger retained to say, on the part of da Leyva^ 
iiattf Montpezat wcorfd aend him an office of 



his own company he wonld give Imn. proo&of 
Salnzao's treachery ; and at the same time he 
sent do Maunte some btokets of fitut in ratnrn fer 
hn present. Montpezat then accepted his in- 
vitation ; bat to aToid the appearance of eager«» 
ness for a capitulation^ which he heartiiy de* 
sued, he would not send so important an officer 
as la . Roche da Maine. He comniissioiied^ 
therefore^ a young subaltern^ named St. Martin^ 
to visit da Leyva^ under the pretext of receiving 
information respecting Saluzzo, but in truth with 
a view of leading the imperial gena»l to pro^ 
pose terms for a surrender. 

Da Leyva spared St. Martin the necessity of 
using any artifice, by bluntly telling him that 
he knew the garrison was reduced to the 4Eitmost 
extremity^ and, at the same time, he produced 
a paper in Saluzzo's handwriting, oontaining'an 
exact account of the provisions ttiuch had beeo 
in Fossano before the commencement of 'the^ 
siege ; and concluded by advising the besieged 
not to prolong a defence which must be :ia^ 
vain, but to rely on the clemency ef the em^ 

On SLlMbrtin's return, another officer wa^ 
sent to effect a treaty for a capitidationv 'ihA 
first proposition for wbidi had now come irmr 
da Leyva. The impenal general proposed to. 
permit the garrison to march out unmolested. 
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bill without arms « b8g;ga^. The oifieep <>^9^^ 
repKed that he ccndd Ikitea to oo sadi termsf. .„!^;„ 
Vecause . they were uawoarthy the aooeptance oi 
bfave men, to whom dishoaour was a gveatec 
eril ihan death ; aad adding, that the genetal 
would find Sekizzo to have been a doubles 
tadtoT) and that Fossano was not yet so de* 
fencdess as was imagined, he abruptly con-/ 
duded the diaoourse, and departed; 

Da Leyva^ who knew the sort of men he had; 
to deal with, was unwilling to drive them to 
despefate extremities* On the following mom<^ 
ing, he sent a message to la Roohe du Maine^ 
reproaching him for not having been to see 
bim^ and inviting him to dinner for the follow^ 
ing day. This invitation it was resolved that 
do Maine should accept ; but, with that punc- 
tilious s|ftrit which their necessities could not 
weaken, and to avoid even the iqppearance of 
too great willing^ss to omie to an accommo* 
daftion, the French officers determined that their- 
Qomrade should not set out until the dinner 
hour. • Du Maine was received with unaffected 
kisAEiesB by da Ley va^ and by the otiber impe- 
rial officers with the reqpect to which his repu* 
taikm entitled him. The affidrs of the siege 
soon became a subject of conversation, and Honcnir. 
da Leyva diortly agreed to the only terms which tS^^^ 
dvMaine assured him would be accepted by hn '<'*^^* 
oampaaioBs: they were^ that the garrison should 
march out with their arms and baggage^ and 
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a A A mA their iags flyings lemmg only the aitdlleiry ^ 
, J?' . and horses of a stipiflated siase^ in the jdaee ; 
flut thk efacuation dioidd not take ptece mitii 
tiie end of July, (the month having dien only 
just begnn^) in order to gira time for the poa^ 
siUe arrival of succours. Tbey were ako to 
have permission to repair the breadies in the 
wsUs^ but not to reinstaite the fortifications. 
These stipulations being acceded to on bodi 
sUfes, it was agreed also, that la Roche du Maine, 
la P^disse, the son of the late marshal, and 
d^Assier, the son of Genouillac the grand 
QMuster^ should remain as hostages in the impe- 
rial camp for thdr due performance. Da Maine 
procured also permission for ^ garrison to 
purchaae provisions^ without which the treaty 
would have been ia vain, rithough da Leyva 
Kestricted them to buying no more at any one 
time than* would soffiee for four.«nd*tweiifty 
hoars eonsuraptioii . 
^E^f A very few days after this treaty had been 
^F^, wgiied, Ike ^nperor arrived in person at da 
no. Leyva's oamp with a large army. The hos- 
tages were ii^taroduoed^ and received by htcn with 
great oondescemsion : he particiriariy distiDgniifAr- 
ed la Roche du Maine, with whom he bad seve- 
ral conversatjom, in whidi the French doldi^s 
honest blmitness was singulajrly contreMed ^vtitfi 
the servile adtdation die emperor was in the 
habit of Modving from bis own ceurtiens. 
Ciharles told him he would gratify him wil!h 
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the «gfat of a vary fiiie army, meaniii^ his own ( ohab. 
and du Maine replied that he should be much ^- 
moiie gratified at seeing it destroyed, or ei^nploy • 
ed against the Turks. This, fur from offignding 
tbe 6mpax>r» amused him. After they had 
inspected the army, Charles asked du Maine 
what, he thoi^t of it '^ It is a fine array/' 
fe]riied du Maine^ ^^ but if your majesty should 
ever cross the Alps^ the king my master will 
diow you a much finer one." Charles asked him 
whither he thought he intended to march. ^ To 
ProTence, I suppose,'' said du Maine. ^^ Cer- 
tainly/' replied Charles^ ^' the people of Pro- 
vence are my subjects. I mean to visit them.'^ 
^' Then/' rejoined du Maine^ ^' \ can promise 
your majesty you will find them the most dis- 
obedient of sdl your subjects.'' On another 
oocasion^ Charles asked him how many days' 
JMumeys it was from that place to Paris. '^ If 
by days' journeys," replied du Maine, '^ your 
HU^iesty means battles^ you will hare to fight 
twelve at least — unless you should happen to be 
beaten in the first." The emperor turned away 
laughing to his courtiers^ and said, '^ I told you 
what kind of answer I was like to get from this 
gentleman.*' 

When the month had elapsed^ during which 
tbe.town of Fossano, with its small and weakened 
garrison, had remained in a postm'e of defence 
in the presence of two large armies^ it was 
evacuated by the French, no succours having 
arrived^ upon the terms which had been agreed 



CHAT*, tot and die gwrifloa marched tO'ttit Ssttmk 

^^' ' frQQtier.(a) 
iM^MM «r Turin ia the meandme not Miy ttakitaiBadl 
^""^ its defence, but d'AutidbAvt^s exoptioiis. taadh 
been ao well timedv aad 00 Mccessfiili. that te. 
waa enaUed to take aereral plaoea ia tfae ¥iei^ 
nity. All the territory of Saluzao wba gMua^ 
and the FVench monarch punished die traaefaeijr 
of the marquis^ by conferring those poeaamowi 
on his elder brother^ whom he leleased from 
his imprisonment. (6) 
vnndt*! Francis in the meantime had remained in^ 

able abui 

rftiit cMn- active, but not idle^ at Lyons. Haying by hia 
former arrangements efibctually provided for 
the defence of the other assailable points of hia 
dominions he had concentrated his forces foe 
the purpose of encountering Charles'sjittack oi^ 
Provence. At this period of his life his charac* 
ter assumed, a new aspect In his earlier ye^, 
he had seemed to consider war&re qnly aa the. 
path to glory, and had entered upon it, with a 
fervent and intoxicated feeling, which rendered 

(a) Mim. de dm Beliay, L vii. B^lcar., L xxi. Varinaa^ 
l.Tiii. 

{b) Oiovanni LudoTico, who was thus restwed tp liia po». 
aeflsiioiis, enjoyed his good fortime only for a short periodL. 
He was an extremely weak man, and slthongfa he had been 
cautioned to remain on his gnard against the artifices of his 
more cunning brother, he soon afterwards Ml into his bands, 
aad was shut up by him in the fortress of Tal P^niero, The • 
traitor was, however, disappointed of the reward he p rsp e ae d 
to gain, for the king's officers still retained possessicm of tjie 
most important places of the marquisate,— <Sailla^,l. ir, c, 7, 



hkbitteif lb tte «cMfiiMll of moi^ -experieiuied t ei\?V 
soldiera, and bent upon gaining distinction in ^^' *" 
aifaos^ he wornMt to pursne it by the cautions and 
(nttdent measured which render its^ attainment 
mmt certain* Noir, grown wiser by experience 
and by the aitsrn lenom of adversity, he felt and 
acled i^n the principles which ought to govern 
a monarch* who engages in a war for the only 
reudttsthat can justify it, the safety and honour 
of. his-kmgdom. He settled the plan of his 
campaign, which he determined she uld be strictly 
defejisiTe^ and which he made effectual by 
means which it cost him the most painful sacri- 
fices to resort to, and which, in their execution, 
inflicted upon his people, (the first object of his 
soKcitude,) the deepest distress. 

He committed to Montmorenci the supreme Montmo- 
command of his troops, reselling to himself ^ntedgc- 
the power of inspecting their movements and ^T^^" 
the care of providing for such emergencies as 
might arise. Montmorenci, who, like Francis, 
had beeni hitherto characterized by an ardent 
courage, which often approached rashness, se- 
conded his viei;!^ with consummate prudence, 
and actiag under the influence of the circum- 
ataaoes jn which the country was placed, mas- 
ter^ his natural propensities with a firmness 
which did him greater honour than the more 
glittering exploits of his former battles. In p^^ence 
pnfMNiiice of the plan which had been agreed ^^^ 
on, the whole country, from the coast to Dau- 
phiny, and from the Alps to the Durance, was 
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CHAP, laid waste, fio that the progress of the intaders 
^^' might be impeded as mocb as possible. The 
noblemen and gentlemen^ whose estates lay 
within the scope of this most rigorous measore, 
unhesitatingly complied with the king's bid- 
dings and, for the preserratioii of their country, 
sacrHiced, without a murmur, tiieir castles, and 
farms, and all such of their property as it was 
impossible to remove. The poorer classes of 
the people found it much more difficult at once 
to encounter voluntarily the horrors of poverty ; 
and although Bonneval^ who was commissioned 
to flee this measure carried into effect, traversed 
the country to the confines, giving liiem timely 
intimation that there was no alternative in case 
of their refusal, but to enforce it by his soldiery, 
he found npOn his return that the people still 
lingered at their homes, and could not bring 
themselves to destroy what constituted tibeir 
whole possessions. The scenes which ensued were 
almost as dreadful as those which accom^iany 
the incursion of an enemy. It was necessary, in 
order to have the destruction promptly com* 
pleted, to give the soldiery a certain licenee, 
which, as might be expected, they shamefully 
abused. Such of the provisions as could be 
transported were carried away; the rest was 
destroyed, and the resistance of the country 
people was put down with circumstances of 
barbarity which were not the less shocking be* 
cause they were rendered inevitable by the cir- 
cumstances of the war. Whole villages were 
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deBtroyeii, tJbie fields .weare uniyer^y devastated, c a a p. 
every article of human consumption was waited ^' 
or spoiled^ every house that could afford a shel- 
ter to the invaders was razed to the ground^ and 
even the strong town of Aix, . the capital of 
Provence, was dismantled, notwithstanding the 
eatreaties of IVIontej;an, who commanded in it, 
and who offered to be answerable for its defence 
until the ensuing winter. Marseilles alone, of 
all the {riaces in the province, was preserved. 

Francis, who had remained at Lyon^ until he j^^Ulht,**" 
learnt that the emperor had actually begun his ^"y?^? 
inarch, then moved onwards to the frontier. 
He dismissed Leidekerke, Charleses ambassa^ 
dor at his court, and jrecalled Velly. An at- 
tempt was made by the emperor to renew his 
n^ociations, with a view of putting him off his 
guard ; but Francis was no longer his dupe, 
and although he transmitted to d'Humi^res, 
who commanded in Dauphiny, full powers to 
treat with the emperor's envoy, he so effectually 
guarded ail the passes, that da Leyva^s attempts 
upoA them were wholly frustrated. The king 
immediately repaired to Valence, the situation 
of which enabled him to provide for the safety 
of Dauphiny and Provence, whichever of them 
should be the fii^t object of the emperor's at- 
tack, and there he ^tablished his camp. The 
plan of opei:ations was here finally settled, and 
conmunicated to the French generals; and with 
an inflexible resolution not to be tempted to an 
engageoKent without the certain prospect of sue-, 

n2 
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CHAP, cess, Francis sate down to await tin ajiproach 
^^' of his enemy. 



Conduct of Charles's conduct on this occasion indicated 
^ a change in his character no less renuKrkable 
than that whidi had takett place in Francis* 
Until lately he had always made wair by his 
generals, and had reserved to himself the nsore 
important^ though less distinguished task^: of 
directing the diplomatic operations of his go- 
vernment. A series of successes had induced 
him to believe that his arms were invincible : 
the brilliant result of his expediticm to Bartiary 
had excited in him a passion for wai* ; he had 
persuaded himself that France could not resist 
the force of his arms, and although it appeared 
that he had more than sufficiently departed from 
the cautious gravity of his temper in the vain 
and insolent declamation he had uttered in tlie 
consistory of Rome, even that display was tem- 
perate compared with the braggart invectives 
which he now poured forth against the king 
and the people of France. 

In the confirmed assurance of triumph, 
which he was desirous of enjoying alone, he 
determined to march at the head of his army, 
and he pcfrsisted in this det^mination in spite 
of the real or affected remonstrances of his ge^ 
nerals. He ordered a general inspection of his 
troops, and after riding through the ranks be 
addressed a long harangue to the soldiers, in 
which he flattered their vanity by exaggerating 
the glory of their past victories, and even con- 
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descended to excite iheir love of plunder^ by oh a p. 
picturing to them the riches of the country ^ ' 
which he inrited them to attack. He concluded 
by asking* them if they were content to follow 
him to France. A loud shout expressed the 
eager assent of the troops^ and the scene was 
concluded by bis repeating what he had said at 
Rome, that if the king of France had soldiere 
as brave as his^ and if his were no better than 
those of Francis, he would go^ with his hands 
tied^ and a rope about his neck^ to implore his 
enemy's clemency, {a) 

Soon afterwards the imperial army began its March of 
march. It consisted of twenty- two thousand J^ ^^^' 
Germans, ten thousand Spaniards^ twelve thou-* 
sand Italiaiis^ and two thousand five hundred 
other soldiers. The marquis du Guast com- 
manded the infantry^ Ferdinand Gonzagua led 
the cavalry, the gendarmerie was under the 
command of the duke of Alba, and Antonio da 
Leyva held the oflSce of generalissimo, under 
the emperor. To conduct such an immense 
Ibrce through a hostile countr}' was a task of 
considerable difficulty, and was of necessity 
attended with great loss as well as delay. As 
the emperor marched by the way of Grace and 
Autibes, keeping as long as he could within 
reach of the sea-shore^ that he might, in case of 

(a) It was during ibis period of excitemeDt that Charles 
bade Paulus Jovius provide himself with a stock of pens and 
ink , for that he was about to furnish him full employment for 
thtau ' 
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q^AP. attack, have the assidltance of the gisilleys. Id 
*^' which his artillery and ammunition were em- 
barked. When his army reached the Alps, the 
difficulties of its progress were much increased. 
The toilsome and unaccustomed road, the skm - 
ness with which the troops made their way 
through the inhospitable regions, which were 
wholly destitute of supplies, were inevitabte dis- 
advantages; but they were trifling compared 
with the loss which the imperialists sustained by 
the attacks of the infuriated peasantry, who 
had taken refiige in the mountains, and were 
induced by their misety and their deare of 
vengeance on the authors of their sufierings to 
lose no opportunity of harassing the inraiiing 
army. Their knowledge of the country enabled 
them to do this with dreadful eflPect. They cut 
off convoys of provisions, intercepted couriers, 
and made incessant attacks from points which 
were inaccessible to their enemies. When at 
length the mountains were passed and this kind 
of warfare was put an end to, a body of the 
peasantry, about fifty in number, actuated by 
their despair, shut themselves up in a small 
tower, which they had reason to believe that 
the emperor must pass, and had pledged them- 
selves to each other to fh*e simultaneously on 
him) in the belief that although their own de- 
struction was inevitable, they should thereby put 
an end to the war which had desolated their 
country. A mere accident saved Charles from 
the fate which threatened him. One of his oflS- 



OF WRAHQIB THE FIE8T. ]^ 



cers> who bpre some parsonal resemblance, to chap. 
him, and who was 90 magnificently dressed, that .. .' 
the simple peasants thought he could be none 
other than the emperor^ was mistaken for him> 
and fired upon. The town was immediately 
attacked^ the miserable inmates soon overpow- 
ered, and as they made no secret of their de- 
sign, Charles thought himself justified in doom- 
ing them to death, a sentence which was canied 
into execution on the spot. 

When Francis was satisfied that the emperor a wcond 
meant to make his attack on Provence, he sent ^p""^ 
M ontmorenci, with the greater part of his army, A^^oi* 
to establish another camp at Avignon, quite as 
large as that which he had formed at Valence. 
The position which the marechal took up, and 
the arrangements he made for maintaining it^ 
were admirably skilful and judicious. The Du- 
rance defended his camp on one side against 
attack ; on the other, the Rhone afforded an easy 
and rapid passage for all supplies that might 
be needed. He so well fortified the further 
bank of the Durance^ that any unexpected ap- 
proach to the river was impossible^ and to pass 
It a hopeless attempt. The internal arrange- 
ments of the camp were made with such mi- 
nuteness and care^ as at once provided for the 
comfort and accommodation of the large body 
of troops which it contained, and insured their 
immediate and active operation whenever they 
should be* required. Montmorenci's own tent 
was placed upoa an eminence that enabled him 
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CHAP* tp ammtanil the whole spMt, and to observe 
^' evory movement of the swaming host 'by which 
he was smrrounded. . He was on horseback from 
ipomiog to night, visited the several quarters of 
the camp daily, conversed with the officers and 
men, and gained the affection, and res|iect of 
all^ not les3 by the wisdom of the operations he 
directed, than by the a£&bility of his demeanoiu*. 
When the avrangemeuts were completed, a paift 
of the imperial army. was yet in the defiles of 
the Alps. The temptation to attack them^ at a 
time when it might have been done with great 
advantage, was inviting; but Montmorenci^ aU 
though he thought fit to call a council of wair 
on the subject, steadily adhered to the . reiK^- 
tion which he had formed in concert with the 
king, and remained in his entrenchments. It 
was however extremely difficult to restrain the 
ardent courage of some of the officers by whom 
he was surrounded, and the impetuosity of two 
of the leaders exposed them to great perili and 
provoked the only disgrace which the French 
arms encountered in this campaign, (a) 
Mont^ Montejan, a celebrated officer, was among 
^^pri- those who had been commissioned to watch the 
I2S^ * progress of the imperial army. Vasse, his lieu- 
tenant^ who was also his kiosman^ brought him 
intelligence that one of the emperor's officera 
was in the road to BrignoUes with some troops 
who might be easily cut off, and Monit^an, in 
^ite of the injunctions of Bonneval, who was bis 

9 

(a) Dm BeUay, L vii. 
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snperior officer, determined to attempt the enter- chap. 
prize. He persuaded yoraig Boisi^ the son of ^^' 
the admiral Bonniret, to accompany him ; and 
with their two companies, amounting to about 
two hundred men at arms and three hundred 
foot^ they set upon the imperialists^ who fell back 
immediately. The heat of the weather and the 
approach of evening prevented a pursuit, and 
Ihe French troops took up their quarters for the 
night at Bngnolles. The body which had re- 
treated fell in with a much larger force, com- 
manded by Gonzagua, who, upon the news they 
brought him, immediately returned to Brig- 
nolies, surprised the French, defeated them after 
a sanguinary conflict, and took the two officers 
prisoners. Charles took tlie usual advantage 
of this trifling and accidental success to publish 
throughout Europe that he had defeated the 
wiiole advanced guard of the French army. 

This check mortified the king ; but a deeper j^^^y^ ^ 
calamity, which befell him at nearly the same p^,*„**Sy' 
time, overwhelmed all minor griefs. His eldest p®"**°- 
son, the dauphin FVancis, whose courage and 
accomplishments gave the promise of a glorious 
manhood, and who was doated on by his father 
and beloved by the French people, died sud- 
denly at Toumon, soon after he had joined the 
army, and before the rejoicings which his arrival 
occasioned were concluded. The manner of i2thA»- 
bis death too gave rise to suspicions which ag- ^^^ 
gravated the sorrow it had occasioned, and filled 
France, and even all Europe, with distrust and 
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CHAP* hmrror. If was at first believed tbal his illocss 
^^* had been farooght on by his having imprudeiitiy 
taken a oopions draught, of cold water when 
he was heated with playing a game at teowis ; 
but clear indications of tus having bemi poi- 
soned manifested themselti^es after his d^rth^ 
and these, joined to other circumstaDces, oast 
the suspicion of having murdered him upon 
Sebastian Montecuculi, a nobleman of Ferrara, 
who filled the oflice of sewer in the dauphin's 
household, (a) He was arrested and put to the 

(a) Some arsenic was discovered in Montecuculi*s pos- 
session, which the physicians ascertained to he of the same 
quality as that they bad found on opening' the dauplun^s 
body.— Le P. Daniel. 

Varillas who, agreeable as his relations are, is somewhat 
too fond of the marvellous to be implicitly relied on, gives a 
minute account of the manner of the dauphin's death. He 
says he was in the habit of drinking copiously of water 
after his meals and after he had taken exercise; and to 
guard against the consequences of indulging in this practice 
to excess, Agnes Beatrix de Pacheco, one of the queen's 
ladies of honour, had given him a small cup which she had 
brought with her from Portugal, which was made of some 
extraordinary composition of earth that had the qnality of 
producing an effervescence in the water, which deprived it of 
its crudity. The prince being heated with his play, had 
sent his page for some water, and the boy ran with this 
cup to a neighbouring well, and placed it on the ground 
while he drew up the bucket. At this moment, and when 
the boy was looking into the well, Montecnculi appiteched 
and threw a portion of arsenic into the vessel. The page 
filled it without looking at it, and carried it to the prince, 
who drank it off. He was almost immediately seized with 
convulsions, and expired on the fourth day afterwards, on 
his way to Toumon. — ^Varillas, 1. viii. 
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torture, when he cohfessed bw crime, and added crip. 
that it waB his intention to have poisoned the ^' 
king also. The wretched cnlprit was condemned 
mt the instant^ and soffered, by the most dreetd- 
ful meanS)- that death which his detestable tnea^ 
ehery had deserved, (a) From some expressions 
which bad escaped him in the couFse of the 
minute and rigorous interrogation he under- 
"weni, a notion was engendered that the emperor 
had instigated this crime ; (6) but although the 
people of Prance, in their hatred of Charles^ 
adopted it eagerly, and altliough Francis af- 
fected to believe that it had some foundation, 
the emperor's vehement and indignant denial^ 
and the whole tenour of his conduct^ are suffi- 
cient to exempt him from so hateful a charge. 
His ambitious designs, the duplicity which he 
never scrupled to practise in order to attain his 
ends^ and his want of sympathy with the gene* 
Tous impulses of his less prudent rival, were 
sufficiently apparent in every action of his life ; 

(a) He was torn to pieces by horses at Lyons, on the 7th 
of October. 

{b) Montecuculi related, under the torture, among other 
things, that he had had an audience of the emperor in Italy, to 
which he was introduced by Ferdinand Gonzagua and Antonio 
da Leyya, and at which the emperor asked him some ques- 
tioos about the king's habits at his repasts : a circumstance 
which might be explained on the ground of mere curiosity, 
which, considering the function of Montecuculi, was not 
immatural, and which is far short of leading to a suspicion 
that it was connected with a design of murdering Francis.-* 
Le P. Daniel. 
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QHAV^ but nonB of tiMm aflbrd tlie> fllij^test gitMind 
^^' for tbe aoipicioii thut he would have suborned 
nnnurderer (o deprive die French prinoe of ex- 
istence. Cfaartes^ virhen it was first communi- 
cated to him that common rumour conpl^ bis 
name vdth M ontecuculi's, testified all the anger 
and horror wfaich such an aecisteition was calcu- 
lated to inspire in the mind of an innocent man, 
and protested that he v^ould have fiHfeited a 
thousand- empires ratlier than have hie con- 
sdeBce stmned with so foul a crime ; and Ferdi- 
nand Gkmzagua and da Leyva^ who had been 
included in the accusation, disclaimed with equal 
earnestness all knowledge of or participation in 
ity and defied any one who would maintain the 
contrary to a personal combat, (a) There ap- 
pears no satisfactory circumstance which can be 
adduced in the way of proof thai the emperc»r 
or any of hb adherents had instigaied this atro- 
cious crime. At the same time that they vehe- 
mently denied the imputation of their enemies, 
they designated another person as the probable 
author of it, whose after-life gave too much rea- 
son to believe that she would not have scrupled 
to. resort to any means for removing whatever 
obstacles stood between her and the dignity she 
coveted. Catherine de* Medicis, then the wife 
of the dauphin's younger brother, had every 
reason to wish the prince dead ; and it is hardly 
doing her any injustice to believe^ that 

4 

(a) Le Feron. 



OP <inEUL7M;i9. 1»E FIRIT. 189 

his amiable manners, nor Ihe popularity which chap; 
he deservedly enjoyed^ would have restrained har ^^' 
from practices which ber early education had 
made her familiar with, and which her subee* 
quent conduct proved it not impossible for her 
to resort to. (a) 

The paiiiftil duty of communicati^ this afi* 
flicting news to the king devolved upon the 
cardinal de Lorraine. Francis^ who was wholly 
unprepared for such a blow^ gave himself up 
for a few moments to the grief which the loss of 
a child so well and so worthily beloved natu*^ 
rally excited. He bewailed, with tears of bitter 
anguish, the death of his son, and his whole 
court participated in his sorrow with undifr^ 
sembled sympathy. He sent^ on the following 
day, for his second son^ Henri, duke of Orleans ; 
and, embracing him, conjured him to make the 
conduct of his departed brother his example, 

(a) The prince was thfee and twenty years of age at the 
time of his death, and had given promise of the noblest qna^- 
lities. He was of a temper different not only from his 
brothers, but from his countrymen in general* He pos- 
sessed a cool resolution and moderation, which had excited 
general wonder and respect He was at the same time gen- 
tle, modesty and affable, and particularly distinguished by 
his . politeness towards the £ur sex. His complexion was 
clear and delicate, though somewhat dark; his manners 
were dignified and his figure quite as majestic as his father*s, 
but better proportioned. It was the fashion of the day to 
make choice of a eoloiir» and to wear it constantly, and the- 
dauphin had selected black, which he thought most suitable 
to persons of condition.— Yarillas, 1. viii. 
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CHAP, and so to afford him the only coowlation he 

^^* WM able to recdve* (a) 
charies Charles^ in the meaa tiwe^ had made his way, 
«»^<|v<n>ri uaknpeded^ to Aix, and indulged bia vanity^ bj 
to provoke announcinfF, in inflated terais, his arrival at tbat 

the French r»i, . i i i i . i ^ 

king to an City. The eneoues whom m had expected to 



nent enoouoter, remained in their entrenchmwts^ and 
he aaw, tliat if they persisted in refusing him 
the battle he sought, all his plans would be 
frostrabed. But although he met no foes in the 
field, there was one^ of whose certain^ though 
noiseless approach, he was fully aware, and 
whose power he dreaded more than all those 
who were in arms against him. He was in a 
wasted country ; his supplies were rapidly con- 
suming, and cocdd /only be replaced with diffi- 
culty^ with great cost, and still more dangerous 
delay. He felt that the attacks of &mine would 
be irresistible, and he eamesdy endeavoured to 
force on an engagement, or to gain some strong 
town in France^ which might afford a shelter 
to his army^ and enable him to command 
supplies. 

He threatened to attack M ontmorepci in his^ 

camp, but he was too well advised of its strength 

to carry that threat into execution, and he there^ 

fore determined to make an attempt on Mar- 

Recon- seilles. For this purpose, he went with the 

Millet marquis du Guast to reconnoitne, and was 

and Ariet. within teach of the gmis of the cky, when bis 

party was discovered. Several detachments 

{a) Mhn. de du Bellay^ I. Tii« 
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came oilt, in the hope of cutting him off, with« char 
out, liowever, knowing that the object of their ^^' 
pursuit iras really the emperor. Du Guast left 
Charles in a ruined buildings where they had 
)[)een making obserrations^ and insured his 
safety by drawing the attention of the pursuers 
to his own flight. Some prisoners were taken, 
from whom the French officers learnt that 
Charles^ in person^ had been near felling into 
their hands. Barbesieux, who commanded in 
Marseilles^ endeavoured to repair his mistake, 
but it was too late, and the emperor got back to 
Aix, not, however, without difficulty, while the 
detachment which had been sent out to effect 
his retreat was severely handled by the troops of 
the garrison. Soon afterwards, he sent du 
Guast to ascertain the practicability of an attai*.k 
upon Aries, whither Bonneval had retired after • 
performing his desolating errand. The dissen- 
sions that prevailed among the Italian and French 
soldiers, of whom the garrison was composed, 
bad risen to such- a height as to induce the em« 
peror to believe that he could succeed in sur- 
prising that place ; but he found that the troops, 
however quarrelsome among themselves, or in- 
subordinate to their officers, were unanimous in 
their determination to resist his attack. Du 
Guast was reconnoitring from an eminence which 
commanded the city, and, under the slielter of 
some windmills, had just satisfied himself that 
the care of the besieged had provided for the 
safety of all that he took to be accessible points. 
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CHAP, when he saw that he was discoTered. Two 
^^' guns were pointed at him, and he had cnly jort 
time to throw himself on one side to escape the 
shots which struck the building near him^ and 
so frightened his horse, that he ran away with 
him, fortunately in a direction opposite to the 
city. Charles attempted some other plaiee», 
but with no better success^ and found that to 
whatsoever point he directed his attention, tbe 
provident caution of the French king had 
strengthened it^ and that his attac'k would be in 
vain. He then again announced loudly his in- 
tention of marching to the camp at Avignon, 
and affected to make preparations for that en- 
terprise. 
The duke Heuri, duke of Orleans, whom his brother's 
Joint the death had now made the dauphin, was in the 
T^w. camp at Valence when this news arrived^ and 
believing that an engagement was at hand, he 
besought his father to permit him to join Mont- 
moienci at Avignon. As Francis at first refused, 
the ardent young prince put in practice all 
pos^ble means to induce him to accede to his 
request. He engaged the interest of the per- 
sons most in the king's confidence, and wrote 
a pressing entreaty to Montmorenci, that be 
would add his persuasions, and represent to 
the king that there could scarcely ever occur 
a more worthy occasion of his making his first 
attempt in arms. Francis, who was delighted 
at the spirit which his son displayed, yielded 
to his entreaties, and dismissed him with in- 
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* * • 

juMtiona tm foUow m all Aihi^ the 8a^6 toun* oha^ 
arifr ^. MontmoroiMd ; to rememb^ that bi$ ^' 
bifth.§Me him no pffivUegw in the anny beyond 
thme of any other vol unieer; that he went 
uaft to eouimand, hM to kam to command. 
Tbe da|j^»bin^ aoeoinpanied by several fioble- 
man <tf oeiurly his own agey who had gladly 
takei^ tills opportunity of joining him, imrne* 
diately.set off tor Avignon ; Montmorenci met 
bim on the bridge and received him with the 
reelect due to his rank, while the soldiery 
bailed his arrival . as a prognostic of some ex- 
ploil. which should relieve them from the iiK 
activity which they found extremdy iiicsome* 

The emperor in the mean time felt the want DiitreM or 
of soppUes most urgently^ while the hope of ^^^^^^ 
obtiiiDing them was diuly diminishing. His 
ibragiag parties hardly ev^r went out that, they 
did not return beaten ; they could not shew 
themaelves, but they were sure of encountering 
an attack; and. if they established themselves 
in any place one day, they. were inevitably 
driven out of it the next. The rooi|t serious 
evil that befell him^ was the disappointment of 
a supply on which he had calculated. A quan- 
tity of biscuit for his troops had been landed 
at Toulon^ and all the cattle that could be pro- 
cuEed between Aix and Nice, had been engaged 
to tfaqs(>ort. it. The peasantry of the district 
watched an opportunity of attacking the escort ; 
they defeated it^ hamstringed the beasts, and 
carried off or destroyed the supplies. This 

VOL. II. o 
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CHAP, ei^nt forced the emperor to decide either on an 
^^ immediate engagement, or on the only altems^ 
trre, flight ; and the uniTersal belief was that 
he would ohoofle the former. 
Fnmcb n- Prancis^ who altboogh he had hitiierto mani- 
penon'^to festcd a moderation and forbearance which were 
"^^ known to be quite foreign to his character, had 
determined to be present at the battle, to which 
all his measures had ' tcfuded to draw the em* 
peror^ no sooner learnt that it was likely to take 
place than he avowed his intention of joining 
Montmorenci at Avignon. His council repre- 
sented to him, ill vain, that it would be running 
too great a risk^ at the same time dmt it was 
wholly unnecessary for him to expose his per- 
son, and pointed out to him the immediate evils 
which must result if any piersonal mischance 
should befall him ; while, if he remahied in the 
position he had taken up^ he would be entitled 
to all the glory of the enterprises he had formed 
and directed, if they should succeed; and, if 
they fidled^ he would be enabled to provide a 
prompt remedy. There was much good sense 
in diese remonstrances ; but they were ibunded 
not more upon the conviction of the officers than i 
upon a popular notion which had been indus' ' 
trioosly spread by the emperor's agents, tint 
Francis's individual ill luck would spoil any 
design in which he engaged — a notion whioh 
was commonly received by the soldiery, and 
which had even infected the minds of the gene- 
rals, who were not proof against the supersti- 
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tioQB of their age. Montmorenci wrote to conn ohap^ 
jure him not to quit his camp, aud assured him ^^* 
that the, more thau lialf-beateu emperor must 
retreat in the course of a few days, unless h^ 
shojold be provoked by the king's presence. to a 
battle^ in which his mere despair might mak^ 
him a formidable foe. Langei added his per<* 
soual exhortations to the same effect, but in 
vain. Francis reproached them with yielding 
to vain superstitions^ which were disgraceful to 
them as soldiers and christians^ and announced 
bis positive determination to repair to Avignon, 
*' It shall never be said/' he exclaimed, ^^ that 
>vhile Charles, with his sword in his hand, is at 
the head of his armies^ I am content to remain 
at Valence to furnish supplies for mine. I shall 
go to meet him, and it may chance that an oc- 
casion will offer for settling that duel which has 
been too long and too often talked of.'' The 
king immediately set off, and reached the camp 
after a journey of two days. -« 

At about the same time Doria's fleet arrive^ The 
off the coast of Prpvence, and brought a seascm- fimd^y 
l^ble supply of provisions^ and of money to pay ^^' 
the troops, whom their privations had rendered 
more than usually impatient. Charles had some 
4ays before ordered his artillery to be put on 
board boats, with a view, as it was believed, of 
faciUtating his. retreat or of making an attack 
fipon Languedoc. He now immediately ordered 
it to be landed ; the troops were reviewed, and 
provisions for ten days were given out to the 

o 2 
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«H4F. Aifierent regrraeato^ Mirith ordersr to have the men^ 
^^' in constant readiness. Every tbiiig now gavfi 
certain promise of a battle^ and the French sol- 
diery looked eagerly to the moment ^hicb 
ihould relieve them from the inaction in vihicli 
they had been kept. 
Dcta,. The suspense in which this state of thin^ 

^S^SSST "^^P^ ^^ French king and his army was not of 
]^^ long continuance. Martin du Bellay^ who bad 
J^ «"*«' been sent to reconnoitre, returned with the in- 
telligenee that the emperor was in full retreat ; 
that he had taken the road across the Alps into 
Italy^ and that, not to encumber his march, he 
had left the sick and wounded, of whom there 
were great numbers, in his camp. A personal 
inspection soon convinced Francis of the perfect 
accuracy of this representation. He visited the 
camp lately occupied by his rival, where a sight 
80 full of misery and distress met his eyes that 
it might haye turned any humane mind from the 
pursuit of glory which was to be paid for with 
so vast a sum of moital suflfering. The iamine 
they had endured had occasioned much sicknesB 
in the camp ; the unwfaolesomeness of the cli- 
mate, to which the greater part of them weane tin- 
accustomed, the immoderate use of firuit, particu* 
larly grapes, which, while every thing else in th# 
country had been destroyed, were permitted U^ 
remain for the purpose of tempting the invaders 
to what was well known would be their, da* 
istruction^ had combined to increase their xaa- 
ladies, and an infectious fever which broke out 
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axncHig them^ had ^rried them off in frightful c h a f; 
"liumbers. When the emperor reviewed his ^^' 
troops, upoti Doria's arrival^ he ^as shocked al 
the diminution which had takefi place, and of 
trhicfa he had before no accurate notion, and 
his determination to retreat was formed upon 
the instant. The necessity appeared so urgent^ 
that he was compelled to abandon those who 
cOuM not follow him, to their fate ; and upon 
the arrival of the French soldiers, they found a 
crowd of wretches who, under the accnmulated 
evils of pestilence and starvation, invoked death 
as a teonination of their miseries. Nothing 
could have been more easy than to pursue the 
emperor^s flight, for so it might be called more 
justly than a retreat. It could not be rapid in 
suiih a country as he had to traverse, and every 
step of it might be tracked by the cqrses of the 
wretches who had fallen by the road side, over- 
taken by death in their attempt to escape from 
it. But Francis had, at this time, news from 
Picardy, which was the scene of another war, 
that restrained him, and compelled him, un- 
willingly as it should seem, to adhere to the 
cautious system which had insured his present 
triumph, and to adopt the council of Montmo- 
venci, who conjured him to do nothing which 
Wight disturb the emperor's retreat. 

With an army reduced to less than half its 
nttmbers ; with the loss of some of hi^ ablest 
gfmerals, among whom Antonio da Leyva (a) 

(a) The prediction which had so strongly influenced the 
latter part of da Ley va*8 conduct, was fulfilled to the letter. 
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CHAP, was the most regretted, and the most difficult to 
^^' be replaced, Charles made his way through the 
country which his attack had desolated. The 
roads were bad^ the rains had begun, and the 
mountain torrents had swelled the rivers^ so 
that to pass them was extremely difficulty and 
attended with certain loss. The armed pea- 
santry hung constantly upon his rear, and did 
him considerable damage, while they repaid 
themselves by the plunder of his train, for some 
of the loss which he had occasioned them. His 
artillery had been left in the camp, and fell into 
the hands of the French ; the greater part of 
his baggage shared the same fate: and, thus 
disgraced and baffled, Charles fled, for the se- 
cond time^ before the rival who had once been 
his prisoner, and whose person and army he bad 
affected to despise. He reached Genoa with 
some difficulty, and his humiliation was in- 
creased by the contrast which his eneniies did 
not fail to draw between his arrogant threats 
and boasting, when he undertook this expedi- 
tion, and the sorry termination to which he bad 
brought it. 

bvt not in the sense in which he understood it. He fell, 
under a complication of bodily infirmities, which his disap- 
pointment rendered him less able to enconnter, on the retreat, 
and was buried, although in the church of St. Denjrs, not 
in the cemetery of the French kings, but in a chnrob of that 
name at Milan.-«-Brantomey Mim, 



CHAP. XVL 

Wwr m Picardy — Siege of Per<mne — Flanders^ Arm 
iaU, and Charolois declared to be reannexed to the 
French crown — Charles is summoned by the French 
parliament — Francis marches in person to Artois — 
The King^s successes — The Imperialists retake St. 
Polf and lay sieffe to Therouenne — A truce agreed to^ 
through the intervention qfthe Queen ofHnngary^^ 
The war in Piedmont — De€Lth of the Marquis of 
Saluzzo — Successes of the Imperialists^ and distreM 
of the Frenchr^The King arrives at Lyons — Pig^ 
nerol is besieged by du Ouast — He fortifies the 
Pas de Suze, and disputes the King*s passage — 
Montmorenci forces the passage — The siege ofPig* 
nerol is raised^ and Turin relieved by the French — 
The truce is extended to Piedmont — Francises treaty 
with Solyman II. — Conferences for a peace between 
France and Spain — Terms proposed on the Em^ 
peror^s part — Francises reply — The congress is 
broken up — Montmorenci is made constable of Prance 
— The Pope interferes to effectuate a peace — Nice 
isfxed upon for an interview between the monarchs 
— The Duke of Savoy's discontent— The King and 
the Emperor arrive at Jdxce — A peace is found to 
be impracticablcj but a truce is agreed on — The 
treaty is signed — The Queen of France ^nsits the 
Emperor— 'The Duke of Savoy unwillingly con^ 
firms the treaty — Interview between Francis and 
Charles at Aigues JUortcs. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

At the same time thai the emperor had madd ^^?^^ 
bis descent upon Provence, the count de Nassau cardy. 
and the count de Roeux entered Picardy with 
an army of twenty thousand foot and about 
seven thousand horse. They succeeded in taking 
Brai, which was very ill defended ; and although 
they were repulsed at St. Riquier, their first ad- 
vantage enabled them to command the passage 
of the Somme. The duke de Vend6me, with 
such a force as the suddenness of the enemy's 
attack enabled him to collect, drove him from 
this position, and a series of skirmishes ensued, 
in which neither side gained any notable victory, 
until the invaders having surprised Guise, made 
themselves masters of the fortress. They then 
proceeded to attack Peronne, into which Pleu- 
ranges had thrown himself with a small force on 
the first alarm, and pressed the attack so vi- 
gorously^ that the place, which was ill supplied 
in all respects, was in great danger, (a) The 

(a) When the count de Nassau first marched agaiust this 
city, it was thought by the inhabitants so incapable of de- 
fence, that they determined to abandon it. A gentleman of 
the name of d*£stounnel, who resided in the neighbourhood, 
transported thither all the grain and other provisions that he 
could command, and took up his ^ibode there with his wife 
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Siege of 
Pennine. 



<7H AP. peo|iJ(8 of Park who could not see the lenemy ao 
^^'' near their gates without very sensible fear, were 
encouraged by the cardinal du Bellay, to whom 
the king had entrusted the government of the 
city. This eKcellent prdate adapted his ex- 
ertions to the necessities of the time, without 
however forgetting or degrading hi? holy func- 
tion ; and animated the terrified people to take 
such measures as their safety required. Having 
amply victualled the city^ and strengthened it 
in such a manner as to defy attack, he prevailed 
upon the inhabitants to raise and dispatch a 
force of ten thousand men to the relief of Pe- 
ronne, with a supply of provisions and ammu- 
nition, of which the ^rrispn stood in much 
need. 

The count de Nassau pressed the si^;e with 
great vigour, and harassed the garrison by 
incessant assaults ; while, to add to the misfor- 
tunes of the besieged, Ihey were in want of 
ammunition. Fleuranges took advantage of a 
short interval between the assaults, tp dispatch a 
trusty messenger to the duties de .Guise and de 
Venddme, who were in the neighbourhoods and 
who were waiting for reinforcemrats, their own 
forces being insufficient to cope with those of 
the count de Nassau. The duke de Guise 



and childvfip* Hia e^utinpto Mi^ojiraged ibt 4itbfi«i gonAl^f^ 
of the country to 4o tiifi Mme, Mid the«o pron^t me^snrBS, 
aided by the marqpe^s de Flearanges' axnvaT, enabled niem 
to .4>^I^ii>^ ib^ §B0mf of n proir which ha tfaonfht was 
already in hU power.— Le P. Dsniel^ U^rii. 
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leeted foor hundred cro6B-bow men^ each of c^hxp. 
whom he loaded with a bag coatmning tta ^^; 
pounds of powder, and at night-ikll escorted 
them to the edge of the morass which suN 
founded Peronne. In ordar to divert the atten* 
tion of the assailantB^ he at the same time 
sounded an alarm, which had exactly the 
effect he anticipated. The imperialists hurried 
to their posts^ expecting an attack, and en- 
ahled the bowmen to reach the walls of the 
city, into which they were drawn by cords; 
and the duke de Guise retreated without loss. 
On the following day the count de Nassau, 
who believed the garrison were reduced to 
the last extremity, summoned it to surrender, 
with threats of putting every soul he found in 
it to the sword if his offi^r was rejected. Fleu- 
ranges replied, that the proposition would at 
any time have been unbecoming ; but that rince 
he had received during the past night four 
thousand pounds of powder, which he mueh 
wanted^ and four hundred bowmen, whose aid 
he could have dispensed with^ it was ridiculous. 
Before the enemy could prepare for another 
aasaulty a large body of the army, which had 
been in Provence^ were on the road to rdieve 
the place; the imperial general was obliged 
hastily to decamp^ and Fleuranges repaired to 
meet the king, now on his way home^ and to 
receive the reward of his gallant defence, (a) 

(a) Soon after this Firtnee kst in him one of the bravest 
champiom. Upon the news of tlie deaHi 6f his fsther, which 
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CHAP. The winter had now set in and pat an end 
^^^' to the further continuance of the war. The 
emperor continued his flight, suflfering at every 
fitep the most rigorous privations, which the 
daily losses of his army rendered still more 
bitter. In addition to his disasters by land, 
his fleet, returning from the recently discovered 
country of Peru, was attacked by some French 
privateers and taken, n ith its rich cargo. Fran- 
cis returned to Paris to enjoy in repose the 
glories of his campaign and the congratulations 
of his people, and employed the leisure which 
was afforded him, in transmitting to the varioufi 
European courts a detailed statement of the 
circumstances which had led to the late war^ 
and its result, at the same time renewed his 
ofler to submit the cause of quarrel which sub- 
sisted between himself and the emperor, to the 
decision of the electoral princes of Germany. 
Fbnaen, Although the winter had suspended the war- 
cSSSid?^ fare in Piedmont and Picardy, the presence of 
u'li-M.*'' the enemy in both places left no room to 
Xe^riSch doubt that it would be resumed as soon as 
the season would permit. Francis in the mean 
time adopted a proceeding which was in 
itself utterly vain and impotent ; but which 
answered the only purpose for which it was 
resorted to, that of annoying the emperor per- 
sonally^ and of publicly testifying the French 

happened wX Sedan, he hurried to pay the last 'tribal af rt' 
apect to his remains, hut was attacked by a malij^oairt.ftfirer 
at Longjumeauy which ended his days* 
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king^s contempt for him. The counties of chap. 
Flanders, Artois, and Charolois, although un- ^^^ 
questionably the patrimonial estates of the em- 
peror, had been held by him and his ancestors 
as fiefe of the French crown. 3y the several 
treaties of Madrid and Cambray^ Francis had 
wholly relinquished whatever title he might 
as liege lord have had to them, and they had 
thenceforth become in name, as well as in fact^ 
the independent property of the emperor. Un- 
der the double pretext that it vras not compe- 
tent for the king to alienate the possessions of 
the crown without the assent of the states^ and 
that the emperor by declaring war had annulled 
the provisions of the treaty, those counties were 
now declared by the French jurists to have 
reverted to Francis. At a bed of justice which 
he held at the parliament in the beginning of 
this year^ the king's advocate, Cappel, in a lon^ 1537. 
speech^ full of miserable sophistry, proved to 
die satisfaction of himself and his hearers^ who 
were determined to be convinced, that the em- 
peror as the vassal of Francis had incurred the 
^ forfeiture of these estates, and that they ought 
to be re-annexed to the crown. An absurd chiriesii 
mockery of a legal proceeding was instituted ; bJX''"** 
a herald repaired to the Low Country frontier, ^riS^u 
and summoned Charles, who was in Spain^ to 
answer the charge brought against him; and 
oil his not replying to this notable accusation, 
erf* which he Imew nothing, he was defHrived by 
a sentence of the parliament of the three coun- 



cHArp. latB, and thej were deckeu^ to be imte nore 

'^^ united to the crown of France, Charlss hon"* 

ever remained in posaeeaion of them^ and ttreat* 

od the fiummonfi and -the sentence with no tiiore 

regard than Frjancia had paid to his boasts. and 

iavectiyes. 

Fnndt As soon as the ^ring had eommenced^ Francis 

Id person took the field ui pcTSon^ and the partial skir* 

miahing which had been of late kept up was 

changed for a more regular warfare. A» the 

king had marched to Artois^ that province be«* 

came the prindpal seat of the war* Montmo<> 

renci assumed the command of the French 

array under Francis^ and the counts de Roenx 

and de Buren jointly held ihat of the imperial 

forces. The king's first attempts were extremely 

Tbeking*! successfuL Havii^ encamped his army^ and 

established his head-quarters at Pernes^ he took 

successively Hesdin^ St. Pol, St. Venant^ and 

Lillers. Of all these places St. Pd was, from its 

situatioUi the most important. EVancis ordered 

it to be put into the best pcesible state of deieBoe, 

and^ in the reliance that his orders would ibe 

eflfeclually executed, he broke up his catnp, and 

withdrew to Piedmont. Before, however^ dib 

necessary repairs were completed, the eount de 

BureUi who had kamt its exact situation fiom 

a prisoner whom he had taken^ made asoddkn 

periAiiitt attack, and, notwithatanding the gallant defame 

St. PoL of the king's garrison, took and destroyed it he* 

fore succours could arrive, and his lanz^knechts, 

by way of reprisal for the slaughter which the 
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Freneh had committed at St. VeHant, put ttie chak 
whole of the inhabitants to the sword. The im^ ^^^ 
perialistB, flushed 'with this victory^ which deirtroy- 
ed all the advantages that Frands had gained in l^J^i,'^ 
Artois^ inarched to Therouenne^ and invested the ro"«nne. 
place. The dauphin and Montmorenci hurried 
to it$ relief, and upon their arrival found the 
garrison reduced to the last extremity for want 
of ammunition. They threw in supplies^ but 
in a skirmish which took place in consequence, 
several of the most distinguished French officers 
who bad chosen to go on this dangerous expe- 
dition, were made prisoners. The dauphin de* 
termined to compel the imperialists to raise the 
siege, even at the hazard <^ a general engage- 
moit ; but before the necessary preparations for 
this step were completed^ a truce was proposed 
on the part of the emperor^ and agreed to by 
l3ie king. The queen dowager of Hungary^ ^t,^ 
CSiaries's sister^ took upon herself this nego- ^g^l^ 
oiatioQ. Commissioners were appointed on the inter- 

^ ^ vention of 

either side^ who met at the village of Bomy^ the queen 
within two leagues of Therouenne, and on the g^ry. 
aOth of July a suq^nsion of the war, as regarded imt. 
Picardy ami the Low CSountries, fbr a period of 
tad months, was finally concluded, (a) 

Ahkoagh the war was by these means put an The wmr 
end to in the Low Country frontier^ it was con* SSont*' 
tinued with great vigour on both sides in Pied* 
mont. The Italian officers employed in the 

(a) Mim. de du Setiay, 1. yiii. Recueil de Traitis, par 
Le^nafd, Ui. 
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cil A P. king's service, had conceived a jealousy of each 
^^^' other, which broke out in the most unseemly 
quarrels, and wholly prevented any useful un« 
dertaking; while the emperor's general, the 
marquis du Guast, availed himself of their dis- 
sensions to advance his master's cause. In order 
to prevent the consequences of this ill feeling 
among his partisans, Francis appointed d'Hu- 
mi^res to the chief command of all his troops in 
Italy, and commissioned Langei, whose ability 
and discretion well qualified him for such an office, 
to bring about a reconciliation among the dis- 
contented captains. Langei found that all his 
efforts for that purpose, were unavailing, and he 
returned to Paris to inform the king, that, unless 
he sent a strong force with d'Humi^res, all his 
conquests in Piedmont must inevitably be wrested 
from him. The state of his army at this time pre- 
vented the king from following Langei's advice; 
but the result proved its value. The French 
were by degrees driven from their fortresses, and 
by the time that a force had arrived, which, if 
it had been sent earlier, would have sufficed to 
keep the country, d'Humi^res found that the 
strength of the enemy had so much increased 
that he was unable to cope with him. 
Death of ^^^ castle of Canuaguole was the only place 
^ uVd"" ^^ ^^ marquisate of Saluzzo which the French 
baiuiso. retained, and to this the marquis du Guast laid 
siege. The marquis of Saluzzo, who had be- 
trayed the interests of Francis, was with him ; 
and as he was one day pointing a cannon against 
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a place in the walls which he knew to be accea- chap. 
sible^ he was killed by a musket shot. After ^^'' 
a defence^ which tl^e want of succours rendered 
ineffectual, the garrison capitulated, (a) 

D'Humi^res established himself at Pignerol^ 
which he strengthened, and made it his head- 
quarters; but although his presence stopped 
the further progress of du Guast on that side^ 
he found it necessary to send an urgent request 
to the king for additional supplies. Francis re- 
plied that he would be with him^ accompanied 
by a large force, before the end of October. 
The dauphin and the marshal M ontmorenci set 
out for Lyons, with such troops as could be 
spared, for the purpose of forming, with the as- 
sistance of fifteen thousand recently levied Swiss, 
who were to join them there, an army which 
was to operate in Italy. Du Guast in the mean- 
time pursued the advantage which his superior 
strength gave him^ with great alacrity. D'Hu- 
mi^res had strengthened^ as well as he could, such 
places as were most obnoxious to attack ; but 

(a) It 10 said that the marqais da Guast, in his desire to 
ATenge the death of Saluzzo, committed an act of detestahle 
barbarity on this occasion, which leaves an indelible stain 
on his repntation. When he entered the citadel after the 
capitulation, he was loud in his commendations of the gal- 
lantry with which the defence had been kept np, and par- 
ticularly inquired who had been stationed at a certain win- 
dow wUch he pointed out. The soldier who had occupied that 
post avowed himself; when du Guast, suddenly changing 
his tone, exclaimed, ** It was by your hand then that the 
brave marquis fell !'* and ordered him to be immediately 
hanged at Uie same window.*- Du Bellay, 1. viii. 

VOL. II. P 
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CRAP, the inconreniences of his position were much 
^^'' increased by the continual mutinies of the lanz- 
knechts^ who formed the greater part of his 
army. He had no money to pay them with; 
they had demanded the charge of the artillery 
as a sort of security^ and he was enforced to com- 
ply. Satisfied of the security of Pignerol, he 
had withdrawn from it, with a view of carr}ing 
on the warfare in another part of the country, 
and of making it as defensive as was practicable ; 
but the lanz-knechts insisted on returning to 
tliat place. D'Humi^res represented to them 
that it would always be a place of certain and 
safe retreat ; but that to go thither, and exliaust 
the provisions which it contained at this time, 
would be extremely injudicious, and hurtful to 
the king's cause. They were deaf to his re- 
monstrances; promised great caution and so- 
briety in the use of the supplies^ and at length 
sueceuei *^^ general found himself compelled to re- 
ofthejljn- turn, (a) The consequence was, that he was 
•nddii-' unable to render any assistance to the places 
Franch. which du Guast attacked. Quiers, Alba, and 
Quieras were taken, and Turin reduced to such 
extreme distress, that nothing but the most reso- 
lute and heroic defence on the part of the garri- 

' (a) The mutinies and intractability of the Germans were 

principally fomented by Hans LudoviCy one of their prin^ 
cipal leaders, who, amon^ ether offences, had on one occa*- 
sion the insolence to draw his sword upon d'Hnmiires. 
The general did not rentare then to bring him to punish* 
meni; but when affairs were more tranquil, he was tried at 
Lyons, and suffered decapitation, according to his sentence. 
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son could have saved it. (a) The activity and chap. 
intelligence of Langei at this time served Fran- ^^^' 
cis's interests more effectually than the most 
brilliant exploits of his generals. He traversed 
a country which was beset on all sides by his 
enemies^ and partly by address and ingenuity, 
partly by means of that reputation which he 
had deservedly gained^ he succeeded in convey- 
ing a supply of money to the famishing and de- 
stitute garrison of Turin, together with the as- 
surance of a prompt relief. 

The king arrived in person at Lyons on the The king 
6th of October, and his army being by this time Lyons. 
collected, he prepared to march into Italy. Du Pignemi is 
Guast had b^^n the siege of Pignerol, and b"du 
pressed it with great vigour ; but hearing of ****** 
the king's approach, he determined to attempt 
to stop his march. He dispatched, with this He fortifies 
view, ten thousand men under the command of suze to 
Cttsar de Naples, to the Pas de Suze — the pas- klngTpts- 
sage which Francis was most likely to take— ****' 
threw up some intrenchments in a place, the 
natural position of which was highly favour- 
able for defence, and devastated the whole of 

(a) The horaest die rats, and even such lund of alimeDt 
which at other times inspires disgust to think of, had been con- 
sumed, and yet the garrison held out. The author of the 
Ckrimique de Savoye describes their defence with great 
power. " Ainsi demear^rent plusieurs jours comme d^ses- 
p^rte de lenrs Ties ; toutes ibis ne se voulurent jamais 
rendre» aimant mieuz li mourn: comme chiens attaches, que 
de perdre une demi heure d'honneur, et de ne faire le devoir 
que reqn^roit leur fidelity.*'-— Gaillard, K it. c, ii. 

p 2 
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CHAP, the adjacent country, calculating, jndiciously 
^^^' enough^ that if he could prevent the arrival of 
the French succours for a short time, the ap- 
proaching winter would do the rest, and ail 
Piedmont must be in his power. Francis was 
informed of his proceedings, and determined to 
Montmo- forcc the passage. The dauphin wad Montmo- 
the pu-^^ renci, marched with the vanguard of the army, 
***** and found the enemy waiting for them in in- 
trenchments. Montmorenci, who saw that to 
attack them in front would be a lengthened aad 
almost hopeless affair, conceived the scheme of 
placing a part of his troops on the heights wbich 
commanded the intrenchments. Having ar- 
ranged his plan with the dauphin, the Germaa 
foot^ led by the count de Furstemberg^ climbed 
the almost precipitous rocks on one side, while 
the Gascon harquebussiers gained those on the 
left. This movement was performed in tlie 
night-time^ and with so much silence, that the 
* enemy were not apprized of their intentions ua- 
til the day-light discovered them ready for the 
attack. While Montmorenci and the dauphin 
then assailed the intrenchment in the fronts the 
musketry from the heights opened a galling 
and destructive fire on the imperialists, against 
which they were wholly without defence. It 
was impossible to resist this well-concerted as- 
sault ; the intrenchments thut had been thought 
inaccessible, were abandoned ; the imperialists 
fled so precipitately that they had not time to 
secure their baggage, which was in the town of 
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Suze; and if MoDtmorenci bad been provided chap. 
with cavalry, they must have suffered miserably ^^^ 
in the pursuit. As it was, he made himself 
master of the town and fortress, and having 
placed a garrison there for the prese^rvation of 
the passage in future^ descended to the flat 
country to await the arrival of the king. 

' Da Gruast^ as soon as he had learnt that the The nege 
Pas de Suze had been forced^ thought it advis- TsniS^dr^ 
able to raise the si^e of Pignerol^ the garrison nif Jjdb'y 
of which place was reduced by famine to such ****^^**^ 
distress, that they could not have held out many 
days longer. He withdrew towards Turin, and 
was so hotly pursued by the dauphin, that he 
was compelled at length to take refuge under 
the guns of Ast. The large collection of pro- 
visions which he had made, fell into the hands 
of the dauphin, who also took Moncalier and 
several other small fortresses which the impe- 
rialists had heldj relieved Turin, strengthened 
the garrison^ and victualled it with noore than 
a year's consumption, (a) 

Francis advanced in the mean time at more Thetmee 
leisure, and having reached Brianfon, he was |o Ked-^"^ 
joined by his son and Montmorenci, where a "^"*' 
council was held, in which it was resolved to 
attack Vulpiano and Quiers. This determina- 
tion was, however, suspended by the arrival of 
a courier, who brought the news of a truce hav- 
ing been concluded for a period of three months. 
The queen of Hungary^ on the conclusion of 

(a) Mem. 4e du Bellay^ 1. viii. Belcar.» 1. xxii. 
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CHAP, the truce, which had been i^ieed to as fegardecl 

L- Picardy, had induced Fnmcis to send Velly to 

treat for a more esLtensive peace^ and the em- 
peror had commissioned a plenipotentiary for 
the same purpose. The several envoys bad 
met at M on^on^ in Arragon^ and had speedily 
settled the conditions of a truce which was to 
include Piedmont^ Savoy^ the county of Nice, 
Dauphiny, Provence, and the republic of Ge- 
noa. Each party was to remain in possession of 
what they had severally acquired, and to with- 
draw their armies, leaving only garrisons in their 
fortresses. 
Negoda- The exhausting effects of the fruitlesB war 
P^Me.^ * which had been carried on, ware so sensibly fell 
on either side, that the prospect of peace was 
gladly welcomed. The treaty was coDcluded 
1587. by the envoys at Mon^n on the 16th of Novem- 
t)er, and by the 28th of the same month, the 
marechal de Montmorenci and the marquis dii 
Guast, who had met at Carmagnole for that pur- 
pose, had arranged all the particulars for its 
execution, and it was published. The king, 
whose presence was now no longer dedrable in 
Piedmont, returned to Paris, having first dis- 
banded his Swiss regiments^ entrusted to Mon- 
tejan the general command of his troops be- 
yond the Alps, committed the government of 
Turin to Langei, and dispatched the cardinal de 
Lorraine and the marshal de Montmorenci, as 
his ministers, to meet the emperor^s envoys at 
Leucate, on the Spanish frontier, for the puipose 
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of arranging a lasting peace^ of which the truce ^!?^^* 

was considered as the prelude. — 

Desirable as the proposed cessation of arms Fnncu 
was to Francis^ there vms one of his allies whose the Turk- 
acquiescence he ought to have obtained before "or.*"^" 
he engaged in it. This was the emperor of the 
Turks. Although. in his own day, it suited the 
purposes of his enemies to reproach the king 
with having degraded the dignity of a Chris- 
tian monarch, by entering into an alliance with 
infidels, the obvious grounds of policy which 
had compelled him to that measure formed a 
sufficient excuse for it ; and, if he had needed 
a precedent to justify his conduct, he might 
have found it in the treaties which Alexander 
VI. and Ludovico Sforza had made with the 
Ottoman power — although neither the example 
of such a Pope^ nor of such a duke of Milan, 
were to be in all things implicitly followed — 
and in that to which the necessities of his state 
had more recently forced the vaivode of Transyl- 
vania. But the urgent motive of the treaty which 
Francis had made with Solyman, is its best, and 
only true excuse. He was surrounded by dan- 
gerous and treacherous foes, of whom the em- 
peror was the first, and he had been too long 
exposed to their calumnies to shrink from those 
to which he was aware his new alliance might 
give rise. He knew, besides, that his rival 
aimed at nothing less than to deprive him of 
his realm and his kingly power ; he had heard 
his threats^ and seen his attempt to put those 
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CHAP, llureats bto pracdoe; diey had met withadk* 
^^^' graceful failure ; but commoD prud«K3e, to say 
nothing of that natural desire to retaliate, wMcli 
he must have felt, counselled him to strengthen 
his arms for future op^ratioDS^ and he therefore 
accepted the generous offers of co-operalion 
which Solyman made him. The af&ir vras 
negociated and concluded by Jean de la For^, 
on the part of Francis, and of Seraphino Gozio, 
of Rag^sa, Solyman's minister, at the close of 
the year 1&36. It was stipulated^ that Francis 
should commence the campaign in the ensuing 
season by an attack on the Milanese^ while So- 
lyman should make a descent on the Neapolitan 
coast, and at the same time continue in Hun- 
gary the war he had begun against the em- 
peror^s brother^ the king of the Romans. So- 
lyman performed^ to the letter, every article for 
which he had engaged ; while Francis^ to the 
utter neglect of his own and their common in- 
t^ests^ violafed his engagement, and failed to 
strike a single blow in support of his ally. 
Solyman's admiral, Barbarossa, landed on the 
Ne84>olitan coast ; took Castro, near Tarento ; 
penetrated into the country, doing a great deal 
of mischief, and returned, unhurt, to his ships, 
with an immense booty and a quantity of cap- 
tives. Solyman, in person, at the same time 
encountered Ferdinand^s army, near Essek, in 
Hungary, where he defeated them with im* 
mense slaughter. If Francis had b^un the cam- 
paign, pursuant to his engagement in the Mi- 
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hinese, these rictories must have operated pow- chap. 
erfnlly in bis favour ; but, under the vain pretext ^^ 
of executing the sentence of his ovm parliament, 
respecting Artois and Flanders, he chose to 
direct bis operations on that side, and Solyman 
bad as much reason to complain of his ill-faith, 
as he, his interests wisely considered, had to 
regret it. His agreeing to the truce with the 
emperor, aggravated his otfence against his 
Turkish ally, and raised the indignation of the 
latter to so high a pitch, that nothing could 
appease it ; v^hile the states of Germany loudly 
expressed their discontent at his having pro- 
mised to assist the army of their enemies, the 
TurkSj although that promise had been in no 
respect fulfilled. 

The ne^ociations at Leucate were beffun in con^'- 
December. The emperor sent his chancellor ?««»• 
Granvella, and don Francisco de Los Cobos, the 
grand commander of Leon, and the duke of Savoy 
commissioned the counts de Chalant and M azin to 
meet the French plenipotentiaries. Of thecon* 
tracting parties the duke was the most sincere in 
his desire for peace, his territory having become 
the seat of the war, and being in no less danger 
from the emperor, who protected them from the 
king of France who assailed him. The ministers Temu pro- 
of the emperor and the duke combined in pro- ^m^ 
posing to the French envoys that the duke of JSt^* 
Orleans should marry the eldest daughter of the 
king of the Romans, the emperor's niece, who 
was to receive the duchy of Milan as her dowry. 
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CHAP. oQ condition that the treaties of Madrid and 
^^'v Cambray were punctually fulfilled ; that Francis 
should give up to the duke of Savoy all that he 
had taken from him^ and indemnify him for the 
past charges of the war ; that he should re- 
store Hesdin^ with its artillery and munitions 
of war; that he should concur in the con- 
vocation of a general council, and give effect 
in his own kingdom to what should there 
he decreed ; that he should contribute to an 
universal war by all Christendom against the 
Turk ; that he should renounce any treaty he 
might have made with the states of Germany, 
which were prejudicial to the house of Austria ; 
and that^ as a guarantee for the observance of 
these several articles^ he should consent to the 
duke of Orleans remaining for three years aAer 
his marriage at the court of the emperor; or 
that the emperor should retain possession during 
the same period of the fortresses of Milan. 
Frands'8 Thesc articles were transmitted to Francis, 
«p»y. who, with the advice of his council, replied to 
them in the following terms : That although he 
had an indefeasible right to the duchy of Milan, 
independently of any proposition for his son's 
marriage, he would willingly accept it as the 
dowry of the emperor's niece : that he was ready to 
perform the treaties of Madrid and Cambray, in 
all such particulars as lay within his power, and 
that hq was ready to submit all points in diffei^ 
ence respecting them to the arbitration of the 
Pope : that be was willing to give up all he had 
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takeD from the duke of Savoy ^ on the emperor's chap. 
evacuating' the Milanese fortresses; but that 
until this should be done, there was no pretence 
for requiring the French troops to quit either 
Hesdin or the places they had won in Savoy : 
that his duty as a Christian prince^ required him 
to conform to the decrees of a general council, 
and to aid in its convocation whenever the in- 
terests of the church required it, and that this 
therefore ought not to be an article of the 
treaty : that the same reason applied to the pro- 
posed war against the Turks ; and that he was wil- 
ling to settle this matter with the Pope and the 
Venetian state : that if peace should be conclud- 
ed between himself and the emperor^ whatever 
leagues he might have entered into in Germany 
would at once be at an eadj and that for this 
reason they need not be the subject of a stipula* 
tion in the proposed treaty. 

The differences which ensued on the points The cob- 

X flTett is 

in dispute, gave rise to lengthened conferences, Crok«a up. 
the only immediate result of which was that the 
truce was prolonged to the 1st of June, and for 
the present the congress was broken up. The 
French ministers returned to give an account 
of their proceedings to Francis, whom they found 
at Moulins ; and it was here, in the very estates 
of the ill-fated duke of Bourbon^ that the king 
conferred upon Montmorenci, as the well-earned Montmo- 
reward of his services^ the dignity of constable, madecon- 
which had remained vacant ever since Bourbon Fmct. 
iiad been deprived of it. Montejafi at the same 
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CHAP, time receiTed the b&ton which Montmoreaci 

^^^' exchanged for the sword of France ; and d^ Anne- 

baut that of the late marechal de Fleuranges. 

ilterfcJST ^^^ Pope, who had nearly at heart two pro- 

to effect a lects. the convocation of a council and a cru- 

peace. J -^ 

sade against the Turks, neither of which could 
be efTected without the pacification of Francis 
and Charles, resolved to endeavour to renew the 
treaty which appeared to be broken off. He 
proposed to the two monarchs to meet him at 
some neutral point on the frontier of Provence. 
It would have been easy to reject such an ofier 
if the parties had not been, on both sides, well 
disposed to the peace which was avowedly its 
object ; it was, however, accepted, with abun- 
dance of external respect for the pious and be- 
nevolent motives which were supposed to in- 
duce a sovereign pontiff^ at the age of seventy, 
to make so long a journey. 
Nice it fix- Some difficulty was at first experienced as to 
^te^^ tbe place at which the interview should take 
tib^"^ place. His holiness had fixed on Nice as a spot to 
"^^- which he imagined there could be no objec- 
tion ; but, although there was none in fact on 
the part either of the king or the emperor, the 
duke of Savoy was disinclined to give up^ di« 
though only for a short time^ the only place of 
security in all his dominions that the late war 
had left him. The Pope had sent his chamber- 
lain to request that the castle might be lent to 
The duke him^ and, not anticipating a refusal, had ad- 
diMontent. vanccd as far as Monaco on his way^ when the 
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duke sent his officer back to say, that he could chap. 
do Dothin^ without first consulting the empe* ^^'* 
ror. He sent, at the same time^ an urgent re* 
quest to Charles that he might not be called 
upon to surrender his castle^ and that some 
other place might be fixed upon for the inter- 
view. The emperor was met by the messenger 
at Villa Franca, on his way to Nice, and he 
advised, in the tone of one whose advice is a 
command^ that the duke should comply with 
the Pope's proposal. The duke felt obliged to 
seem to obey, but the people and the soldiers 
in the garrison, who knew how unpalatable 
this visit was to their sovereign^ complained of 
it loudly. They said, that the emperor's in- 
tention was evidently to reduce the duke from 
the condition of an independent monarch to 
that of one of his courtiers ; hinted that he 
wanted to secure the person of the prince of ^ 

Piedmont^ the duke's son ; that the Pope was a 
party to the scheme: and proceeded to such 
lengths that it seemed unsafe for his holiness to 
enter the city at this time of excitement. The 
soldiers went even further, and refused to quit 
the castle, under the pretence that it was one of 
their privileges to keep the guard there, and not 
to permit any other troops to enter. The Pope, 
who found things in this state on his arrival, 
was obfiged to take up his abode in the convent 

of St. Francis^ in the neighbourhood of Nice. 

The emissaries of France thought this a &.- 
Tonrable opportunity for attempting to with-^ 
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CHAP, draw the dake from the emperor's alliance, and 
^^'' Montmorenci sent the vicomte de Martig-u^, 
the bishop of Lausanne, and the baron de Men- 
thon, to confirm him in his determination not 
to admit the Pope^ and to persuade him to ac- 
cept the protection of the French king, who 
would recompense him for all he had lost, and 
who, the duke's late wife being dead^ woald pro- 
vide him a suitable marriage in France, which 
might knit them in a closer alliance. Although 
the duke had little cause to love the emperor, he 
had such cogent reasons for fearing him^ that he 
dared not listen to this proposal. He replied, 
that he had no intention of marrying again ; that 
his son was too young to do so ; but that if the 
king would reinstate him in his dominions, he 
might rely on his eternal gratitude. Francis 
had paid too dearly for the advantages he had 
gained in Savoy to give them up for the fair 
words of a man whom he knew was not to be 
trusted ; and the only effect of the negociation 
was, that the emperor, who was apprized of it, 
thought fit to treat the duke with somewhat 
more consideration, since he saw that he was 
not wholly without resources, and abandoned 
a project he had formed of punishing the refirac- 
tory garrison of Nice for their too faithful ad- 
herence to their sovereign. 
TbeWng Fraucis, who if he had consulted his per- 
^j^ sonal feelings alone, would have willingly dis- 
{J2Jf •• pensed with this negociation, felt that he could 
not avoid it under any handsome pretext. Ac- 
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companied by his queen, who was naturally chap. 
desirous of seeing^ her brother, he took up his ^^^' 
abode at Villa Nova, within a quarter of a league 
of Nice, while the emperor remained at Villa 
Franca. The rival monarchs did not visit each 
other; but the Pope employed himself in con- 
tinual negociations with each of them, and sub- 
mitted various propositions, all of which went 
off on the insurmountably difficult point of the 
restitution of the Milanese. Despairing of bring- a peace i« 
ing them to agree to a final peace, he proposed [mpracS-*** 
a lengthened truce, which might afford time for 1^1^^^^ 
removing all the obstacles which were at present *K«edon. 
in the way of their accordance, aiid which 
would enable him to carry into execution the 
offensive league he had formed with the em- 
peror and the state of Venice against the Turks. 
The Pope, in anticipation of the difficulties 
he had to encounter, had formed this project 
at Rome, and had communicated it before he 
commenced his journey to the French ambassa- 
dors, who unanimously disapproved of it. They 
advised the king to conclude the war in no 
other way than by a full and unqualified peace. 
The bishop of Rhodes drew out a long state- 
ment of the grounds upon which the constable 
Montmorenci had particularly urged this advice, 
to the king, and which was in every point con- 
sistent with what the political aspect of the 
times required. He represented that the cer- 
tain and immediate effect of this treaty must be 
to cause a rupture with Solyman, who was 
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tiHAP. already, and ^ith good reason^ highly ij 

^^'' at Francis having failed him iu the preceding 

year, and that it might also induce him to make 

peace with the emperor and the Venetians, in 

which case Charles would become much less 

4 

tractable than ever: that if, on the other band, 
the emperor should succeed in tiie threatened 
war against the Turks^ the chance of pacifkar 
tion would become still more remote : that even 
if ^Francis should be unable or unwilling to 
carry on the war on an extensive scale in Italy, 
he could compel his enemy to be at great 
charges, and to keep a large army constantly 
there: that there were negociations then ac- 
tually pending for the surrender of the citadels 
of Lodi and Pavia in the Milanese, and for dis- 
possessing tlie king^ of the Romans of Gradisca 
and Goritia in Friuli ; which enterprises, if they 
should succeed, as there was every reason to 
believe they would, must so embarrass the enemy 
that they would be content to accept peace upon 
any terms tliat France should propose. Fran- 
cis knew the value of this advice, but his fears 
of disobliging the Pope, joined to the clamours 
for peace which his wife (although her influence 
was not of great weight) and his courtiers were 
constantly raising, induced him to disregard it, 
and to consent to a truce for ten years, during 
which time things were to remain in their pi^esent 
The tremty st^tc, and the treaty to this effect was signed in 
b tigned. tj^e convent of St. Francis on the 18th of June. 
The two monarchs at the same time promised 
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td send ambassadors to Rome, with full powers chap. 
to treat at their leisure for a final peace, (a) ^'' 

Altbotigh Francis had not seen the emperor, ^^^^ ^^^^ 
his sister, the queen Eleanora, had paid him a ©f ?»;«> 

• . %r"ii "w^ vinti tbe 

Visit at Villa Franca, on which occasion they e«np«««^ 
^i^ere both in considerable danger. She tra- 
velled thither by water, and found on her arri- 
val that a. wooden pier of about fifty paces in 
length had been constructed for the convenience 
of her landing. The emperor, who came to 
receive her as she quitted her galley, was walking 
with her along this pier, when it suddenly 
broke and precipitated them with several per- 
sons of their trains into the water, where, but 
for tile prompt assistance they received, they 
must inevitably have been drowned. 

The duke of Savoy, who was deeply inte- ^heduk 
rested in the tieaty that had been made, was ofsavoy 
left wholly without redress or provision. His~nfiral?^ 
dominions were to remain in the power of the ' * ^**'* 
two conquerors during the ten years which had 
been stipulated for, and he was called upon to 
ratify this treaty, which, notwithstanding his 
reluctance and his vehement remonstrances, he 
was compelled to do in the very terms which 
were dictated to him. On the one hand, he 
saw the king's ofilicers fortifying the places 
tfiey had taken from him, and making every 
practicable arrangement to prevent their ever 
again falling into his power ; and on the other^ 

(a) M^m. d€ du Beiiay, h viii. Belcar., I. xxii. Le P. 
Daniely t. vii. 
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CHAP, he i»tw the emperor^s garrisons employed in 
^^^ simikir designs at all the other fortresses of his 
duchy. He had even the mortification of re- 
ceiving a proposition from Francis, that he 
should cede to him the countj of Nice, upon 
receiving ^ territory of equal extent and value 
in France. He indignantly rejected the offer, 
and vowed to live and die at least count of Nice. 
In pursuance of this detenni nation, and as an 
expression rather of his wish to be avenged on 
his enemies than of his power to effiact that wish, 
he adopted the device of a bare arm gras{mig 
a sword, with the motto, SpoHatis arma super- 
sunt ; but he was either not desperate enough, 
or not courageous enough, to execute the threat 
which the legend implied, (a) 

Interview After the treaty had been concluded, Francis 

Fm^ set out on his way to Paris ; the Pope for Rome ; 

ci^riettt and the emperor embarked for Barcelona. 

M^n. When Francis had reached Avignon, .he re- 
ceived a messenger from the emperor, who 
informed him that Charles had been prevented 
by contrary winds from pursuing his voyage, 
and that he was desirous of having an interview 
• with Francis ; for which purpose, if the king 
consented, he would land at Aigues Moites. 
Francis readily complied, and repaired to the 
spot which had been mentioned, when the 
monarchs met, with all the outward appearance 
of perfect cordiality. The emperor upon his 
landing was entertained by the French king 

(a) Guichenciiy Hitl. de Savoie, 
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with a magnificent banquet^ and Francis on the chap. 
following day paid him a visit on board his own ^^^ 
galley, (a) where they had a long conference^ 
the subject of which was not made public^ and 
which/ whatever it might be, produced no other 
result than that of increasing the alarm of the 
duke of Savoy. 

(a) Brantome, who follows in this respect the account of 
Panlns Joyins, says, the emperor requested that Francis 
wonld permit Andrea Doria to pay his respects to him; that 
Francis consented, and said to the Genoese, *< Now that mj 
brolber, the emperor, and I are reconciled, our friendship 
should be eternal,, and from this moment we should have the 
same friends and the same enemies. We ought to prepare 
a powerful naval expedition against the Turks, to he com- 
maoded by yon.** He mentions s report, that Doria ad- 
vised the emperor to weigh his anchor and sail away with 
the king; but adds, that if this counsel was ever given, 
which seems doubtful, Charles knew better than to follow it. 
— Brantome. Capit. Strang. Doria, 
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CHAP. XVII. 

Francit^B illnes9-^The Emperor reqne$f$ permisiian 
to pass through Prance — nohich Pramcis grants — The 
Emperor arrives — promises the investiture of the 
Milanese — and breaks his promise — Endeavours to 
withdraw from Francis his allies — Francis dispatches 
Ministers to Venice and Constantinople — They are 
assassinated by the procurement of the Marquis du 
Guast — Francis declares war against the Emperor-^ 
Disgrace of Montmorenei and Brion^^The Chancellor 
Paget is deprived of his office — Francis prepares for 
a campaign — Resolves to attack Roussillon and Lux^ 
emburg — Charleses unsuccessful expedition to Algiers 
— War in Luxemburg — Siege of Perpignan — The 
King releases the Spanish prisoners — War in Piedmont 
— Death ofLangei — Attempts upon Turin defeated. 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

Upon his return to his own dominions, Fran- 1538. 
cis was attacked by an illness of so violent a nine^Sl* ' 
character that his life was for some time de- 
spaired of, and although he recovered in a great 
degree, the consequences of his malady were 
ever afterwards apparent in the melancholy and 
peevish temper which took the place of the 
gaiety and good humour for which he had pre- 
viously been remarkable, (a) He was in a state 
of very slow convalescence when ambassadors 
arrived at Compeigne from Spain^ who re- 
newed the offers of the investiture of the Mila- 
nese, and made a singular request to the French 
king on the part of the emperor. 

Charles's Low Country possessions formed a The em- 
very considerable portion of his means for car- q^wL'^r- 

(a) The disease at first baffled all such skill as the phy- 
sicians of France then possessed, ami it was not until some 
time afterwards that its real cause was discovered. It was 
then ascertained to be that frightful scourge to humanity 
which is said to have been one of the consequences of the 
discovery of America. The malady, although it was in 
sotne measure got under for the present, ultimately cost 
Francis his life, and is said to have been contracted by him 
in an adulterous intercourse with a woman, who was known 
by the appellation of *' la belle Feroni^re,** and whose hus- 
band had risked his own life for the purpose of inflicting 
this extraordinary vengeance on the persons who had dis- 
honoured him.— 'Appendix, No. IX. 
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CHAP, rying on the wars in which he bad been en* 
^^"* g^ged. Besides the troops with which they wil- 
miMioo lingly fiirnished him^ pecuniary levies were from 
^rough time to time made upon them; which they had 
hitherto paid, if not cheerfully, at least without 
any serious murmurs. The expanses of the late 
war had compelled the emperor once more to 
call upon them : the queen dowager of Hungary, 
who governed Flanders in his name, had di- 
rected a subsidy of one million tyro hundred 
thousand florins, to be raised^ of which the 
proportion to be furnished by the city of Gbent 
amounted to four hundred thousand. The in- 
habitants of the latter city who had become 
wealthy^ and who fancied they were indepen- 
dent, remonstrated against this tax, alleged that 
their ancient privileges exempted them from the 
payment, and ultimately carried their opposi* 
tion so far as to break into open revolt. They 
drove away from their town the emperor's minis- 
ters, seized the strong places in the neighbour- 
hood, and availing themselves, because it served 
thdr present position, of the claim which Francis 
had recently preferred to the jfeiidal sovereignty 
of Flanders, sent envoys to him oflfering to sub* 
mit themselves to his domination if he would 
protect them against the vengeance which they 
had provoked from the emperor. Francis's 
conduct upon this occasion, whatever might be 
the policy which prompted it, was highly mag- 
nanimous. He not only rejected their propo- 
sition, but communicated it to Charles. The 
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emperor saw it was necessary to take immediate cm af. 
steps for reducing his rebellious subjects, and ^^^ 
believing that this could only be done effectu- 
ally by himself in person^ he determined to re* 
pair to the Low Countries. There were three 
Mutes by which he might arrive thither, but 
each of them presented serious obstacles. If 
be went by sea he had much to fear from the 
ships of the English king^ who had declared 
himself his mortal fi)e, in consequence of the 
part which Charles had taken in favour of his 
aunt^ respecting Heivy 's divorce from her. The 
power .of the protestant princes of Germany 
rendered it impossible for him to traverse Ger- 
many without a large army, which would oc- 
casion great delay, and give time to the people 
of Ghent to obtain such assistance as might 
frustrate the object of his journey. The road 
Uirough France was short, and in all respects 
<x)nvenient ; but his late conduct towards the 
king had given him no reason for thinking that 
he would be permitted to avail himself of it. 
The profound knowledge of the characters of 
men which Charles possessed, was never more 
remarkably displayed than on this occasion. 
He determined to request (and believed that such 
an appeal to his rival's generosity would be 
successful) a safe-conduct from Francis; the 
event proved die wisdom of his choice ; he 
readily obtained the permission he sought^ and 
relied upon it unhesitatingly. 

Francis, either believing that he should ob* 



CHAP, taia from the eiiiperar'3 sense of jq^tice the pes- 
^^^^ session of the Milanese which he so earne^^y 

^™itohuB ^^^^^« ^^ ^^' ^ general peace na%ht be el- 
««<^»-««- fected between them, or feeliag perhaps that 
his own honour required him to take no advan- 
tage of the difficulties which his enemy laboured 
under, invited him, as soon as he was informed 
of his wishes, to travel through France^ and seat 
the dauphin and the duke of Orleans (beii^ 
himself unable by reason of his ilhiess to make 
so long a journey) to receive him at Bayonne, 
and to conduct him on his journey. He rejected 
the advice which was proposed in coupcil, to 
extort from Charles securities for the promised 
investiture, and even offered that the dauphin 
should remain in Spain as an hostage until the 
emperor should have safely arrived at the place 
of his destination. Charles had the good taste 
not to accept this offer, (a) and with no other 
safe-guard than Francis's mere word, entered 
that country as a peaceful and permitted visitor, 
which he had so lately assailed as a hostile in- 
vader, (b) 

(a) Sletdan, 1. xii. fielcar., 1. xxii. Bu Bellaj, L viiu 
{b) Tribottlet, who was the kiDg*8 jester, kept a list of 
names which he called ** the chronicle of madmeiiy*' and in 
which he inscribed aD those persons who committed any 
notable absardity, for the avowed purpose of proving that 
ha was not the only fool in the world. As soon as {the news 
of the emperor's proposed journey reached him» he entersd 
Charles's name upon his list, and shewed it to Francis. 
*' But what will you say if I let him pass in safety ?" 
ask^d the king ; *^ theu," replied Triboulet, ** I shall strike 
out his name and put yours in its place." 
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Francis, as soon as bis health permitted him, chaf. 
came to meet the emperor at Chatelleraud, ^^'* 



em- 

rar* 
rt^et. 



where he received him with great magnificence, Thi?*' 
and accompanied him to Paris, His progress i^^ 
was every where marked with the utmost splen- 
dour; he was entertained with f&tes at every 
city through which he passed, and his visit was 
rendered highly popular by being made the 
occasion for delivering the gaols of the pri« 
soners. Charles, who knew how little he de- 
served the cordial reception that awaited him, 
was not without some alarm for his personal 
safety, and, notwithstanding bis profound dissi- 
mulation, he could not help occasionally testi- 
fying his fears. Some circumstances happened, 
which, although purely accidental, were calcu- 
lated to excite suspicion in the mind of one 
who had so often and so shamelessly practised 
the grossest deceptions. At Amboise his lodg- 
ings took fire, and his life was in danger. — 
When the chancellor Poyet was paying his 
respects to him at Paris^ his sleeve caught a log 
of wood, which he clumsily tumbled on the 
emperor^s head, with so much violence, as to 
inflict on him a sharp wound. The duke of 
Orleans, who was remarkably active^ and full of 
the buoyant spirits which belong to bis time of 
life, one day leapt ou tlie crupper of the horse* 
die emperor was riding, and, grasping his arms 
tightly, called out, " Your majesty is my pri- 
soner/* Charles almost immediately perceived 
that it was a jest ; but he betrayed the momen'^ 
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CHAP, turf alarm it had oocftaoned him, by taraitig 

^^'' v€rjr pale. 

Upoa another occasion, he not only displayed 
greater preaence of mind^ but effectually re- 
moved die cause of his fears, which had then a 
much more substantial foundation. The in- 
fluence of the duchess d'Etampes app^ajned to 
haye increased with Francis's advancing years 
and multiplied ioiirmities; and she was sus- 
pected to be, as all such women in courts must 
be, the instrument of political intrigues^ w hidi, 
although she had not sense enough to devise or 
even to und^Btand, she had vanity and malice 
enough to find pleasure in setting in operation. 
She had suggested to Francis the advantage of 
seizing Charles's person^ and ms^ing the condi- 
tion of his releaBe the compliance with the king's 
claims on the Milanese. Frauds, although he 
was weak enough to indulge the duchess in 
all the merely fianinine caprices and extrava- 
gancies which her changing &ncy suggested, 
scorned this proposition too much to give it 
a second thought, and rejected it in such a 
manner as convinced his mistress there might 
be some danger in her renewing it. ITie em- 
peror was shortly afterwards at a court enter- 
tainment, when Francis introduced him to the 
duchess, and with that gay frankness which 
always distinguished him, he added, '^ This £dr 
lady advises me, brother, not to let you quit 
# Paris until you have cancelled the treaty of 
Madrid.'^ Charles paused a moment, and re- 
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plied gravely, '^ A lady's advice should al^fiays chap. 
be taken — ^provided it is good/' The conversa^ ^^^^ 
tion was then turaed to some other subject ; but 
Charles feared, that although Francis had no 
present intention of forfeiting his pledge^ ha 
might at some time be induced to yield to the 
suggestiooa of his mistress ; and in this sus- 
picion he saw at once all the danger of his po- 
sition. On the following day, as he was about 
to take his place at table, water was brought to 
him to wash his hands^ and the duchess d'E- 
tampes presented him with the napkin^ a mark 
of politeness then extremely common. Charles 
drew from his finger a ring of great value, and 
purposely let it fall at her feet. She picked it 
apj and offered it to the emperor, who begged 
her to accept it for his sake. The hint was not 
lost upon the lady, who appears thenceforward 
to have determined, that if she was to betray the 
interests of her king, she might as well do it in 
fiivour of one whose bribes were of so magnifi- 
cent a kind .(a) 

After a residence of eight days at Paris, o^*^ 
CSiarles continued his journey to Flanders* The the invet- 

• 1 i_ 11 titure of 

two pnnces and the constable accompanied theMi- 
him to Valenciennes^ and there the constable "'^' 
reminded him of his promise, and requested him 
to appoint some time for its fulfilment. The 
emperor replied, that it was necessary to confer 
with his council, and that the afiairs of Ghent 
at present required his first attention. That 

(a) Skidaiiy 1. xii. 
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GHAF. finidiedt however^ be assured kim 4iat kis firat 

^^"' care sbould be to arrange the investiture of the 

Milanese to the king's satiua&ction. With this 

answer, the constable was obliged to return. 

Charles had only to shew himsdf^ to reduoe the 

people of Ghent^ whom he treated witu great 

rigour ; and when the Inshop of Lavour, who 

had remained with him, again deoianded on the 

part of Francis the promised inveatiturej die 

imd bKftkt emperor shamelessly replied, that he had made 

>nu«. no promise, and had no intention of complying 

with the king's request. 
yS^to Disgracefiil as the conduct of Charles was con- 
^<i»]^ fessed to be on all hands, Francis's reputation for 
^hif political wisdom sujQfered by the result^ and 
there were more persons found to blame his 
credulity than to praise the generous confidescie 
he had placed in the emperor's plighted word. 
The consequences of Charles's passage were sdll 
more injurious to the French monarch, than 
these censures of miqudging jnafi. The king 
of England believed he saw in it a disposition to 
an alliance between those two sovereigns^ whidi 
could not be otherwise than hostile to his in- 
terests, and the emperor put in practice all pos- 
sible contrivances to increase Henr3r^s suspicion. 
The Ottoman emperor too, who had before 
good reason for doubting Francises sincerity, 
now thought those doubts were confirmed, as 
well by the emperor's amicable journey through 
France, as by Francis's conduct respecting the Ve- 
netians. The council of the latter state^ findii^ 



O^ FRANCIS tln& FM6T. 290 

that the Turks weie more dangerous enemies chap; 
than Charles was either a jfoithful or serviceable ^^^^' 
ally, had determined to efiect a treaty with So- ' 
lyman. Charles saw this with well-grounded 
alarm, and induced Francis to permit the mar^ 
cfaal d'Anuebaut to accompany the marquis da 
Guast to Venice^ to assure the state of their per- 
fect amitf , and to endeavour to engage them in 
-a common league against the infidels. The sa- 
gacious councils of the republic were more cau- 
tious than the French monarch. They replied 
to the emperor's envoy, that they knew there 
eoold be no real friendship between his master 
and Francis^ unless the Milanese were ceded to 
the latter ; and tbey^ therefore^ asked if this had 
been done. Du Guast could not say that it had ; 
his reasonings were in vain ; and the Venetians 
concluded a truce with Solyman, which was 
afterwards ratified by a treaty of peace, (a) Msy, 1540. 

This event opened Francis's eyes to the true 1541. 
position in which the emperor's duplicity had fu^iies 
placed him, and he resolved immediately to ^ ve^^ 
restore himself as much as possible in the opi- 1^^' 
nioo of Solyman and the Venetian state, by a ^ 
lull explanation of all that had passed between 
kimself and Charles. He dispatched Caesar 
Fregosa^ an officer who had distinguished him- 
sdf in the Piedmontese campaign^ and Antoine 
Rincon, one of the gentlemen of his bed-cham- 
ber^ and both of them possessing and deserving 
his confidence ; the first on an embassy to Ve* 

(a) Sleid., 1« xii. Du Bellay, 1. yili. 
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CHAP, nice, and the latter to Conatantinopie* Tliey 

^^^^' were to travel together to Venice, 4UKi as Um^ 

con^ who wa9 extremely oorpident, oould not 

coaveniently ride on horseback» it was .s^Udsed 

that they should proceed along the^ couraa of 

the Po. 

vfho in Langei was at this time the kill's goTemor 

edbythe in Piedmont, where his vigilanoe and activiity 



S^nt^f'the enabled him to penetrate a detestable 
ST^^L which the marquis du Guast had formed for the 
destruction of these ambassad<Mrs. As soon as 
Langei leai'nt that they had crossed the Alps, ht 
despatched a messenger, desiring them to wait 
for him at Rivoli, whither he hastened with a 
strong escort. He then informed them that as* 
sassins^ hired by du Guast, had been statiomid 
on the . river^ for the purpose of intercept* 
ing them; and that although his main object 
was to get possession of their dispatches^ their 
death was also determined on, for the purpose 
of concealing the former crime. Langei as- 
sured them^ that their only chance of safety con- 
sisted in. their performing the journey by land, 
at the same time offering them such an escort as 
would insure their safety, if they consented to 
adopt that course. His i^vice was rejected, the 
ambassadors, with a fatal pertinacity, insisted 
upon making their journey, by the river, and it 
was with great difficulty that he prevailed upon 
them to leave with him their secret despatches, 
which he [MTomised to transmit to Venice by a 
safe hand. 
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FVi^;08a and Rincoii embarked with their suite c fl ap. 
board two boats, which Langei had provided ^^'' 
than ; and although they had afifected not to 
beed Us representation of the danger that 
auraked them, they so far acted upon it^ as 
to give orders to their rowers to proceed as ra- 
pidly as possibly during the whole of the first 
night. On the following day, they had just 
eome in sight of the mouth of the Ticino^ when 
they were pursued and attacked by two boats 
fiUed with soldiers of the garrison of Pavia. 
The ambassador's boat was instantly separated 
fnxD that which followed, and was boarded by the 
s^ldierB. Fregosa and Rincon offered a gallant 
b«t vain resistance. They were overpowered by 
oumbers and massacred. All the other persons 
oo boaid were made prisoners^ and, together 
with the men who rowed the boats of the assas- 
sins,* were lodged in a dungeon of the citadel of 
Pavia, in order to stifle all evidence as to the 
pevBons by whom this crime had been com- 
mitted. 

The boat, however, which had contained the 
ambassador's suite, had at the commencement 
of the attack, made for and reached the oppo- 
site ahore.^ where the persons who had been on 
boaid landed and escaped in safety. From their 
statCBientB, and from those of the boatmen, 
whose liberation from the prison of Fkvia Lan- 
gei contrived to procure, he collected such 
proof as effectually convicted du Guast of having 
planned and perpetrated this execrable crime. 

VOL. II. R 
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CHAP. For tbe present be kept his discovery secret^ 
^^"- and ereB permitted du Guast to fancy tbat he 
had imposed upon him by the vehement pvo-^ 
iestatioos which he made of his own isinoceiicej 
and his deteetetion of the authors of tbe mur- 
der, (a) 

The motive which had induced du Guast hav- 
ing failed of its accomplishment, by the precau- 
tion of Langei^ in possessing himself of the 
king's dispatches, the ministers of the emperor 
resorted to a contrivwice whidbi was worthy of 
them and of their master. Th^ gave out that 
some fishermen on the Po had found the pa^- 
ets of the murdered ambassadors, in which weie 
their dispatches, and a key to the cypher in which 
they were written ; and a set of supposUitious pa- 
pers which had been framed by the emperor's 
agents^ were then published as the genuine dis- 
patches^ throughout Europe. That whkh, it was 
said^ had been addressed to the state of Venice, 
disclosed a design on the part of Fmace and 
the republic, to partition all the imperiid do^ 
mains in Italy; and that with which the ill- 
fitted Rincon was supposed to have been ^t- 
trusted^ offered, on the pact of Francis, to assist 
Solyman in the conquest of all Germany. False- 
hoods more gross could not be eoneeived^ but 
they had^ to a certain extent, the «fieot which 
the emperor had calculated upon, mid rendeved 
Francis suspected by aome of tlie European 
powers. 

(a) Dn Bellajr, 1. ix. 
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The r^nblic of Venice, on whose poasessions chap. 
thenurder had been committed, caused some ^^^ 
of the assassioB to be arretted ; they were re- 
cognised to be in the serrice of du Guast, and 
ivera publicly tried and executed, without his 
making any offer dther to save them if they 
were innocent^ or to insure their punishment if 
diey were gvMty, although his honour was 
deeply concerned in either case. Soon after- 
Wttffds, LAngei^s proofs of his guilt being com- 
plete, he openly denounced him, first to ttie 
emperor his master, and afterwards to the diet 
ef the German states, held at RatigdixMi. Du 
Gnaat denied the charge ; but the overwhelming 
evidence which Langdl possessed, could not be 
disfMPoved^ and the imperial general resorted to 
Abe oMimon expedient of challenging his accuse-. 

Francis's indignation at this violation of rights, 1541. 
w4iidi among nations are considered the most fi|i^{^lr 
ittrioldble. knew no bounds. He determined !S!!^'L^' 

' emperor. 

upon taking vengeance, and the only means of 
accomplidung it, was by making war. Some 
ef his council suggested to him the neeesuty of 
dtftrring his intentions until he had insured 
dwir toiocesB by completing his foreign treaties, 
and finishing his domestic pr^MLrations ; but his 
eld in^tuosity was again displayed, and he in- 
aiated <iipon an immediate attads:. He was ad- 
vised nbo to give no fonoal announcement of 
Iw/ikBigns, but to make his first blow an efiec- 
tual one, by seizing ail that lay within his reach 
in Piedmont* Francis, hwwever, pneferred the 

R 3 
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CHAP, accufitomed manner of declaring war bj his 
^^^^ herald^ which was performed with the usual 



ceremonies^ in the month of May^ and he pre- 
pared to follow it up by actual hostilities. 
S?"«««* ^ At this time, when he was as much in want 
KDd and of the assistance of the ablest men in his kiiMf^ 
dom as at any period of his reign^ Francis 
had^ for reasons, which if they were ever saffi- 
cient, are now very imperfectly known, wil- 
lingly deprived himself of the services of Mont- 
morenci and Brion. 

M ontmoreoci's disgrace was attributed to the 
disappointment which had ensued on Charles's 
breaiking the promise he had made when he 
visited France, and the constable was Uamed 
for having advised the king not to insist on a 
written engagement from him respecting the 
Milanese, but to rest satisfied with his verbal 
promise. Considering however the utter reck* 
lessness with which Charles violated his most 
solemn compacts whenever his interests prompted 
him, it is hardly possible to believe that Francis 
would have visit^ upon the constable so severe 
a punishment for a fault in which he was at 
least an equal sharer. A much more probable 
cause presents itself in the animosity of the 
duchess d'Etampes^ and in the mischievous 
power which she now exercised over Francis. 

A very ancere attachment had long sub* 
sisted between the dauphin and the constable. 
The young prince had made his first essay in 
arms under Montmorenci^s auspices^ and the 
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grateful respect M^hich he had conceived for chap. 
him became stronger as he was better able to ^^'^ 
appreciate his valuable qualities. Francis grew 
jealous, as well of his son's affection for Mont- 
morenci as of his increasing popularity^ and 
the duchess d'Etampes had personal reasons 
for fomenting the king's displeasure. The cele- 
brated Diane de Poicliers, who, although much 
older than the dauphin^ possessed his affec** 
tions, was in a certain d^ree the rival of the 
duchess^ and some quarrels had ensued between 
them^ in which Montmorend's regard for his 
pupil had induced him to espouse the side of 
the former. There were other reasons which 
must have induced any man of sense to prefer 
the generous and accomplished Diane to the 
rain, imperious, and sordid duchess ; and Mont- 
morenci, who despised as much as he disliked 
her^ did not hesitate to expose himself to her 
resentment. The result proved that enemies 
the most deserving of contempt are not always 
the least dangerous. Montmorenci was accused 
of having wilfully thwarted the design which 
tiie ^nperor had avowed of ceding the Milanese 
to the duke of Orleans^ lest the power of the 
dauphin, whose friend and partisan he was, 
might be diminished, and the fiiilure of the 
negociation was attributed to him. Whatever 
the charge was against Montmorenci, it was not 
thought of so serious a nature as to call on him 
for an answer. Francis merely intimated to 
him, that he would dispense vnth his services, 
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CHAP, and the constable retired to Ckantilly, wh^re, 
^"* during the remainder of the king's reign, he 
reposed himself, enjoying the good opinion of 
all wise and sensible men, and occasionally 
indulging the bitterness of temper which bis 
dismissal had occaaoned, in sarcasms against 
the duchess d'Etampes, and the still more worth- 
less persons of whose schemes she was the tool. 
Of all the faults which Francis committed, none 
were less excusable or more injurious in their 
consequences, than his unproroked ill treat- 
ment of a man who had so many claims to his 
personal regard, and whom it was impossible 
to replace. His administration of public affairs 
had been intelligent, able, and fidthful beyond 
all reproach, and his military talaits were so- 
perior to those of any man of his age ; and jet 
the king who knew this, and for whose personal 
advantage these rare qualities had been inde- 
&tigably exerted^ willingly sacrificed him to 
the caprice or jealousy of a profligate woman. 

The disgrace of the mar^chal de Brion^ al- 
though less important in its results, was hardly 
less unjust. The king had been accustomed to 
treat him with great familiarity^ which it seems 
probable had increased the natural presumption 
of the favourite. The partiality which the 
duchess d'Etampes had evinced for him had 
excited some d^ree of jealousy in Francis^ and 
had disposed him, more than he would perhaps 
otherwise have been, to resent Brion*s displays 
of vanity. Upon some trifling difference o£ 
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opinion the king took offence^ and threatened to chap. 
bring him to trial. Brion replied, that his con- ^"' 
duct had always been irreproachable, and he had 
nothing to fear from the most rigorous inquiry 
into it. Francis grew more angry at being thus 
braved, and applied to Poyet, then the chan- 
cellor, who, finding the king highly incensed 
against his favourite, was as ready as such crea- 
tures usually are, to give effect to his resentment. 
He drew up a set of charges against Brion, 
some of which involved capital accusations, and 
the king in the first moment of his anger at 
being braved by a subject, and with a determi- 
nation to humble him, ordered him to be im- 
prisoned in the castle of Melun. A special 
commission was formed from the courts of par- 
liament, before which he was tried. Poyet soon 
afterwards informed the king that he had been 
found guilty of twenty-five capital offences, and 
upon further inquiry, the king learnt that the 
gravest of them consisted in his having imposed 
a small tax on a herring fishery, over which, as 
he had supposed, his office of admiral gave him 
jurisdiction. Francis, who did not intend thai 
matters should be carried so far, suspended the 
proceedings, and sent for Brion, whom he asked 
if he still persisted in saying that his conduct 
was irreproachable, and that he was altogether 
innocent. *' 1 have learnt in prison,*' replied the 
admiral, '^ that before God and his sovereign no 
man can call himself innocent. ' ' Francis had de- 
termined to grant his pardon ; but he resolved 
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CHAP. fin4:tahiimUe him Still fiiither^ and keperaii^^ 
^^^'' a fleatenee to be racorded s^inst him by m^hich he 



was condemned to peipetual banishmeBt, and to 

pay a fine of one hundred and fifty tfaoQsand li 

^res. HaTingaduevedtfaiswordilesBtriumphover 

his Cuthfiil serfant, the king granted him a full 
and unqualified pardon, and reinstated him in die 
possession of his property and his office. Biion 
felt however that his disgrace was not wiped 
away^ and that although the punishment bad 
been remitted, an imputation which he had Dot 
deserved^ still rested on his fame. He imde 
such use of his newly acquired favour with the 
king, that he obtained a re*hearing of the 
charges against him, and on the second trial was 
fiiUy acquitted, (a) He did not, however, long 
epjoy the restoration of his honour, but in little 
more than a year afterwards, died of a malady 
which was believed to have been brought oo by 
the mortification and anxiety he had endured at 
that unjust imprisonment to which Francis's 
caprice had doomed him. 

Poyet, who, upon more occasions than the 

ceDor ' Isst, had eviuced a mischievous proficiency in all 

deprired the arts of chicane, and who owed his rise to bis 

oiBc«. want of principle and his litigious ingenuity, 

soon afterwards reaped the reward of his labours; 

and the very means which he had resorted to for 

his preferment, became his destruction. He bad 

evinced so great a disregard for the inunutable 

' (o) Pasquier, Rech^rches, 1. ti. c, 0. Sleidan, I. »»"• 
iBelcar., I* xxii. 
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lideB «f justice^ and h«i taught so oumyper- chap. 
soDft that bis ofltee and his talents were em- ^"' 
ployed by him only to serve his own purposes^ 
that all who possessed interest at court thought 
they had. a right to command him. The queen 
of Navarre requested lum to seal the pardon oC 
one of her retainers, who had been convicted of 
a capital offence^ and the duchess d'Etampes 
had ordered him to grant letters of evocation^ 
contrary to the rules of law, in favour of one of 
her fiiends« He refused both applications, and 
in a moment of irritation let fall some animad- 
versions^ which were not the less severe for being 
true^ against the female influence that predo- 
minated at the court. Hb expressions were 
repeated to the haughty duchess, and she made 
so good use of them^ and of the king's displea- 
sure at the chancellor's persecution of Brion, 
which the admiral's recent death bad increased, 
that Poyet was sent to prison^ tried, convicted 
of malversation in his office^ and sentenced to 
five years imprisonment, to the payment of a 
fine which reduced him to poverty^ and, he was 
also declared incapable of holding ofiice. {a) 

Monthelon^ an advocate who owed his pre* 
ferment to the talent he bad displayed in the 
famous suit Which the duchess d'Angoul^me 

• 

(a) It is said that Poyet sunrived his imprisonment, and, 
ctriYen hj his necessities, would have returned to the ex. 
ereiae of his profession^ but that he encountered eyerj 
where the contempt which he had so well deserved, and died 
in abject poyerty. 
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CHAP, institated against the congtable de BoorUm^ and 
^^"' who was not less distinguished for the simplicity 
and probity of his character, was raised to the 
rank of chancellor. He died sdiortly afterwards, 
when the seals were transferred successaTely to 
Erault, seigneur deChemans, to Longuejoue, 
bishop of Soissons, and to the celebrated Olivier 
de Leuville. The first died soon after his pro- 
motion, the second was displaced^ and the third re- 
linquished his office to Olivier, who occupied the 
important post, for which he was admirably qua- 
lified^ during the remainder of Francis's reign. 
Fnncis ^Y ^hcse events, and by the disgrace of the 

ErrcSSi- ^^w^inal de Lorraine, whose expensive style of 
i^s"* living had excited the king's suspicions, and 
whose continual solicitations had fatigued hiis 
liberality, the administratioa of the affiiirs of 
France had fallen into the hands of d'Annebaut 
and the cardinal de Toumon, men of unquestion- 
able talents^ if they had been employed in 
subordinate departments ; but who were wholly 
incapable of directing the extensive operations 
which the war^ now about to commence, would 
render necessary. They committed a mistake, 
which men of such minds as theirs commonly 
fall into. The wise policy on the part of Francis 
would have been to begin the present war at the 
precise point where the last had concliided; 
but the new ministers thought it incumbent on 
them to establish a new system, and, instead of 
directing their most active attempts to Piedmont, 
which was more than half won, with a view of 
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conquering the Milanese, they determined on a chap. 
simultaneous attack on Luxembourg and Rous- ^^'^- 
stllon. In order to give a colour of iustice to nc^owet 

to stt&ck 

that^ for which the only real excuse was to be Roussuion 
found in the emperor^s ill faith and his hostile embolTi^' 
intentions towards France, a claim was set up 
by the king to each of these provinces. Luxem- 
bourg, he pretended^ was his, as well because a 
peurt of it had been formerly acquired by Louis^ 
doke of Orleans, brother of Charles VL, as 
because the former lords of the territory, who 
had been despoiled by the dukes Philip and 
Charles of Burgundy^ had ceded it to him, and 
that cession had been ratified by the fiimily of 
la Mark. His title to Roussillon rested upon 
the &ct that Ferdinand of Arragon, to whom it 
had been given up by Charles VIII., had never 
performed the condition on which the relinquish- 
ment had been made. Langei , and the wiser of 
the king^ councillors, who knew the real in- 
terests of the country, strenuously urged the 
expediency of continuing the war in Italy ; but 
was determined to follow the plan which 
new ministere had formed^ and the better 
coimcil was rejected. 

The emperor, although he was perfectly well chariest 
acquainted with Francis's hostile intentions, did ftH^^^il 
not bdieve he was in a situation to execute them ^^ 
at present, and determined therefore to pursue 
an expedition which he had long meditated 
i^ainst Algiers. The naval power of the Turks 
in the Mediterranean had been universally felt to 
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CHAP, be very dangeraud to the commeree of Italy and 
^^"' Spaiti) aud the coasts of the former country had 
frequently been ravaged by the infidels. It iras 
to put a stop to these attacks^ and at the same 
time to withdraw the Turkish army from Hun-. 
gary, where his brother Ferdinand had recently 
been defeated by Solyman, with great loss, that 
Charles had entered upon his present dengn. 
He had engaged the protestant princes of Ger- 
many to undertake the defence of the duke of 
Savoy, if he should be attacked in his absence ; 
and believing that even if Francis should be 
prepared earlier than, from present appearances, 
was probable, he would do nothing that m^ht 
dieck an enterprise undertaken for the general 
safety of Christendom, he embarked vritli his 
army. Th6 Pope, whom he visited at Lucca, had 
endeavoured to divert him from this expedition, 
for which the season of the year (autumn being 
now considerably advanced) was extremely nn* 
&vourable ; but Charles, strong in the belief that 
the glory of his present enterprise would eclipse 
that which he . bad formerly gained at Tunis, 
determined to proceed. His forces consisted of 
twenty-two thousand foot and twelve hundred 
horse^ with which he arrived at Algiers, and 
safely landed about the end of October. Im- 
mediately afterwards the rainy season came on 
with so much severity that it was impossible for 
him to execute any of the plans he had formed . 
His troops were hamssed by the Mahometans, 
and suffered so dreadfully from sickness and the. 
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want of proviaimis, that he iletermined to return chap. 
to Spftia. He re-embarked bis army, but en- ^^"' 
countered tempests so violent, and winds so ad- 
wwse, that when he reached the Spanish coast, 
he had lost fifteen of his galleys, eighty-^ix 
smaller vessels, most of his artillery and muni- 
tions, and a very considerable number of troopis. 
He had taken with him the most efficient part of 
his Italian and Spanish armies^ and Italy in parti- 
cular was so much thinned, that if the war bad 
been vigorously prosecuted there by Francis, it 
eouki hardly have failed of success. 

Francis heard of the emperor^s disastrous re- 
turn just as he had completed his own levies. 
He had divided his troops into two bodies. One 
of them, consisting of thirty-five thousand foot, 
and three thousand horse, was under the com-* 
mand of the duke of Orleans; the second, which 
was led by the dauphin, consisted of about forty 
thousand foot, two thousand men at arms, and 
two thousand light cavalry. Although the 
nommal command of these forces was intrusted 
to the princes, the king had associated with 
them offices whose experience and skill were 
much more likely to insure the success of the 
expedition than the untempered courage of the 
young generals. D^Annebaut and IVlontpesat 
aceompanied the dauphin to Houssillon, where 
his operations were to be directed ; and the 
duke de Guise held the second command under 
the duke of Orleans in the army destined for 
the recovery c^ Luxembourg. 



CRAP. At fit«t^ th^ most complete gaceesd attend^ 
^^^' tiK expedition of the duke of Orleftos. He 

L^Yem- Attacked the strong towns widi so much rigour 

boarg. i^t ^dey nvere all carried ; and of Hie wbc^ 
duchy c^ Luxembourg, TtiionTille ale^ne re- 
tnained in the possession of the emperor's gar- 
rison. At tb«# moment^ and when it seemed 
that nothing but common prudence was wantkig 
to insure h» triumph, news arrived tt»t a 
general engagement was about to take pla/ce 
at Roussillon. The duke of Orleans immedi- 
lately determined to be present at it; left the 
cotmuand af his army to the didce de Guise, but 
at the same time so weakened it by sending the 
greater part of his lauz*knecbts to guard flie 
fi^ntiere of Picaidy and Qiampagne) that the 
remainder of the troops were compelled to keep 
up a merely defensive warfare, md could net 
prevent tlie imperialists fcomt recovering the 
capital of the ducky. 

Pe^i n^an. Pnt^cis, who had learnt by expericuce that 
audi courage as his youoger son had dis)^yed, 
was wholly worthless^ unless aocoIK^lan]ed by 
much greater disevetion, reproved him severely 
ibr having quitted his post. The war ia Rmb* 
aillon hugnished. Perpignaii, wfaidi Moot* 
|»esat Ifead pvooiised to take almost rnstantly, w» 
ifisund to be in a state of excellent defence^ and 
afiber several weeks of ineffectual siege^ tbe ap- 
pnoaoh of winter compelled the dauphin, with 
the long's sanction, tb ktretk up his camp and 
discontinue the attack. The whole bhiHie 4f{ 
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tiie failure was visited very uikleaervedly upon chap. 
Montpesat^ whose advice^ although it was ha- ^^"' 
asM*douss would ia all probability have succeeded 
if k had beea followed strictly. He had insisted 
upoD a prompt attack ; but the operations of the 
army were so slow, that the emperor had time to 
throw into Perpignan those supplier, upon the 
want of which Montpesat had calculated whea 
he promised a sucoessful termination to the 
siege. 

During diis expedition Francis performed an J^I^J^'^^^ 
act of benevolence, which was more honour- ^H^i'^ 
able to him than the most glorious exploit in 
arms. Some of the Italian troops in his army 
had surprised a }^ace and carried off all the 
women in it^ whom they refused to release with- 
out ransom. The Spaniards remonstrated, and 
insisted thatit was contrary to the uss^es of war 
to make prisoneis of women. The Itidians 
had a ready and unanswerable reply, in remind- 
ii^ them that when their countrymen sacked 
Rmm, diey had, besides their other atrocities, 
torn in&nts from their mother's arms, and de- 
manded a ransom for their lives. Francis could 
iftat sanction so unreasonable a proceeding ; but 
as the provocation which the italiaos had re* 
ceived from the Spanish soldiery, on more occa- 
sions than that to which they alluded, had been 
very great, he settled the dispute by paying 
fyoia his own purse the aum at which the ran- 
som of the Spanish women bad been fixed, and 
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CHAP, restored them in perfect safety to their bus- 
^'^ bands, (a) 
wtr {n The war in Piedmont had been k^t up ; but 

as LAUgei, who commanded tbere^ had . a very 
small ayailable force, his exertions were almost 
wholly confined to watching^ and thwarting as 
ftir as he could^ the designs of the marquis du 
Guast. He made several attempts upon the 
fortresses of Piedmont, with varying success ; 
and little advantage had been gained on either 
side, when the winter put a stop to all hostile 
operations. After the failure of the attack <m 
Roussillon, the king, who now saw the value of 
the advice he had rejected, sent d'Annebaut, 
with the army which had been so uselessly em- 
ployed, to carry on a more vigorous warfare in 
Piedmont. Langei was somewhat mortified at 
finding a younger officer, and one who had 
done much less service than he, preferred to 
him in command ; and this feeling was increased 
by the slight regard which d'Annebaut seemed 
disposed to pay to his advice. He determined 
to withdraw from a post which he could, no 
longer hold with honour, and to make such 
representations to the king in person as the in- 
terests of the country required. He set off on 
this journey^ which, from his infirmities, he was 
ill able to perform, and had reached St. Sapho- 
DMtk of rin, near Tarare, when a sudden attack of para* 
^'"^^ lysis put an end to his existence. He was one 

[a) Gaillard, 1. ti. c. i. 



of Hke most disinterested and generous^ as well c h ap. 
as the most able and aetiye of the public offi- ^^"' 
cers of France, and had contributed more by 
bis personal exertions than any other individual 
to rescue the country from the dangers with 
which the emperor^s secret machinations had 
ttreatened it. His memoirs contain a yery ac- 
curate and faithful narraticm of the principal 
events of tiie times in which he lived, and are, 
with those of his brother, to the reign of Fran- 
cis what the memoirs of Sully are to that of 
Henri IV. His merit was duly estimated, al- 
though not duly rewarded by the monarch whom 
he served ; but the highest eulogium that his po- 
litical memory has received proceeded from the 
mouth of an enemy. The emperor, when he 
heard of his death, said, ^' That man has done me 
more harm than all the people of France besides.^' 
D'Annebaut, after taking some places of 
trifling importance, left the command of his 
army to Boutieres, and repaired to France, to 
concert with the king the plan of a campaign 
for the season which was to commence with the 
ensuing spring. He had chosen for his journey 
across the Alps that season of the year at which 
the road is most dangerous. The persons who 
were best acquainted with the effect which the 
weather commonly produces in this district had 
eame^Iy cautioned him not to proceed; he 
disregarded their advice, and in consequence 
nearly lost his life by the fall of an avalanche, 
which destroyed the greater part of his suite. 

VOL. II. s 
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CHAP. Martin du Bellay, vrho after lus brother's 
^^"' death, asBumed the fiLmily name of Langei, 
opentions and bad succeeded to the conmiaiid of Turia, 
■M»t exerted himself^ perhaps the more zeslousiy, 
because d'Annebaut, whom he disliked^ was 
absent, to preserve the French conquests in 
Piedmont^ and to oppose the schemes whidi da 
Guast was constantly forming* in &vour of the 
emperor. He succeeded in defeating^ among 
others, a plan which had been laid for gaining 
Turin. A judge of the city one day presrated 
himself^ and told him that he had been solicited 
by du Guast to assist him in surprising the 
place^ and offered at the same time to suggest 
to du Bellay a scheme for entrapping the impe- 
rialist, which it was hardly possible for him to 
avoid. Du Bellay affected to entertain his pro* 
position ; but in the mean time he forbade him 
to mention the circumstance, and above all^ en- 
joined him^ on pain of death, to hold no com- 
munication with du Guast, or his emissaries, 
until he should give him permission. The 
judge promised implicit, obedience^ and de- 
parted. Upon inquiring into the character of 
this person, du Bellay learned that he was ex- 
ceedingly poor, and that he had daughters wlio 
were more remarkable for their beauty than for 
the regularity of their lives. This excited his 
suspicion as to the integrity of the judge* and 
having had his motions carefully watched^ he 
soon ascertained that he was engaged in a trea- 
sonable correspondence with the enemy. He 
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intercepted his letters, and found that in one of chap. 
them he informed du Guast that the elder Lan- ^^"' 
gd's death enabled him to make the imperial ge- 
neral master of Turin, and explained to him the 
aieans by which he could perform this promise. 
Upon obtaining possession of this letter/ du Bel- 
lay sent for the judge, and telling him that the 
time had arrived at which he had resolved to 
put in practice the scheme he had suggested 
for entrapping du Guaist, bade him write such 
a letter as he believed would effect it. The 
judge retired to prepare the letter, and returned 
in about an hour. Du Bellay, in the mean time, 
had sent for the president of Turin and the 
king's procureur^eneral for Piedmont. In their 
presence he made the judge read the letter he 
had addressed to du Guast, and then asked him 
if he had written any others. The judge re- 
plied, that he had not, and reminded du Bellay 
of having forbidden him to do so under pain of 
death. Du Bellay then produced the inter- 
csqpted letter, which the traitor could not deny 
to be his, and he was sentenced and executed 
immediately, (a) 

Another attempt was made to surprise the 
city by Cesare da Napoli, who had endeavoured 
to bribe two soldiers of the garrison to snr- 
reader a part of the rampart, and which had 
nearly succeeded. The French soldiers com- 
municated to du Bellay the offer that had been 
madCj and in obedience to his injunctions they 

(a) Du Bellay, 1. is. 
S 2 
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CHAP, pretended to accede to it. The imperial officer 
^^"' sent three of his soldiers in dis^ise to examitie 
the place ; they were received, and the decqp- 
tion was so well kept up, that du Bellay would, 
at the same time that h^ defeated Cesare, have 
made himself master of Ulpiano, but that the 
news of his brother's death compelled him to 
set off immediately for Paris. His jealousy of 
Bouti^res prevented his imparting to him the 
design which had been formed, but he simply 
cautioned him to examine carefully all the 
hay-carts that ^Aiould be brought into the town. 
Cavara, an officer in the French service, had been 
sent to watch the movements of the imperiali8t9, 
and apprised Boutiires of an attack tfa^ intend- 
ed to make on Turin, in time to defeat it. Ca- 
vara afterwards wrote to him, that the en^ny 
was preparing another attack, and Boutieres 
receiving the letter at a time when he was odier« 
wise occupied, put it into his pocket without 
reading it. The imperialists advanced, under 
favour of a thick fog, several bodies of men to 
the neighbourhood of Turin, and having placed 
them so near the gate that they could instantly 
be brought into action, they sent six carts loaded 
with hay, and driven by men wearing the dress 
of peasants, into the city. They presented a 
passport, purporting to be signed by Boutieres, 
at the first gate, and were permitted to pass. 
Raimonet, a French officer who was on guard at 
the second barrier, asked the price of the hay, 
and on hearing an exorbitant sum demanded by 
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the carter, suspected there was some treachery, chap. 
He bade his lieutenant thrust his pike into the xvii. 
cart ; the weapon was withdrawn covered with 
bloody and at the same mcHnent six soldiers 
well armed issued from beneath the hay ; one of 
them fell upon Raimonet^ whom he wounded^ 
but was cut down by the Frenchman. Each of 
the other carts produced a similar load ; the 
drivers were also soldiers in disguise^ and flew 
to their arms ; the guard attacked them, but the 
entrance of the troops without^ who had heard 
the alarm ^ven by their companions, could not 
have been prevented, if a farrier of the place 
who happened to be at hand^ had not, with great 
presence of mind, broken with a sledge hammer 
the chain that held the portcullis, and so gave 
time to the troops of the garrison, who hastily 
flocked to the spot, to shut the gates^ and thus 
saved the town from being taken, (a) 

{a) Du Bellay, 1. ix. 



CHAP. XVIIL 

Revolt of La Rochelh'^War in the Low Countries-^ 
The nege of Landred — The duke oj* Orleans^ s cam» 
paign in Luxembourg — Cause of quarrel between 
Francis and Henry VIIL — Affairs of Scotland^^ 
Henry enters into a treaty with the Emperor — The 
Emperor in person continues the siege of Landred 
— Francis marches upon Landred — The dtadel is 
relieved^^Frands then retreats — Is followed by the 
EmperoTf who is repulsed — Cambray admits the 
Emperor — Affairs of Italy — Negotiations with the 
Turkish Emperor — The fleets of France and Tur- 
key attack Nice-^The siege is raised — The count 
d^Anguien assumes the command of the army in 
Piedmont — Termination of the campaign. 



CHAP. XVIII. 



Revolt of La Rochelk — War in the Low Countries — 
The siege of Landreci — The duke of Orleans* s cam^^ 
paign in Luxembourg — Cause of quarrel between 
Francis and Henry VIIL — Affairs of Scotland — 
Henry enters into a treaty with the Emperor — The 
Emperor in person continues the siege of Landreci 
— Francis marches upon Landreci — The citadel is 
relieved^^Francis then retreats — Is followed by the 
Emperor, who is repulsed — Cambray admits the 
Emperor — Affairs of Italy — Negociations with the 
Turkish Emperor — The fleets of France and Tur^ 
key attack Nice — The siege is raised — The count 
d^Anguien assumes the command of the army in 
Piedmont — Termination of the campaign. 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 



Although the eventful course of Francis's 1543. 
reign had been marked by many serious disas- ^Tr^ 
iersj arising from his foreign aflaii's, the tran- *^^*"*' 
quillity of the country had been very little dis- 
turbed by domestic disquietude, and the revolt 
of any portion of his people numerous enough 
to create alarm, had been almost unknown to 
him. At the conclusion of the last campaign^ 
however, the discontent of the people of La 
Rochelle had been so strongly excited that it 
broke out into open disobedience. The exi- 
gencies of the war had rendered additional 
taxes necessary, and among others the duty on 
salt had been increased. When this impost 
came to be levied at La Rochelle, the inhabi- 
tants claimed an immunity from the payment, 
on the ground of the privileges granted to them 
by former kings of France, and which Francb 
had on his coronation promised to maintain. 
They not only persisted in their refusal to pay, 
but resisted the attempts that were made to en- 
force the duty, and drove out the revenue officers 
who were charged with the office of collecting 
it. The revolt soon reached such a pitch that 
it became necessary at once to put it down by 
severe measures, and Francis went in person. 
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CHAP, with a considerable force, to reduce his rebel- 
^^'"' lious city to its dutj\ His appearance was saf- 
ficient to tranquillize the place/ and the people, 
alarmed for the consequences of their late vio- 
lence, awaited in trembling anxiety the sentence 
of the monarch they had outraged, while one 
of their deputies expressed their sense of the 
fault they had committed, and implored the 
king's clemency. Contrary to their expeeta* 
tions, Francis granted them an entire pardon ; 
and, in a speech which he addressed to them, 
full of benignant and paternal exhortation, he 
drew a contrast, the vanity of which was justified 
by the occasion, between the conduct which 
his rival, the emperor, had adopted towards the 
people of Ghent, and that which he had chosen 
to pursue to the inhabitants of this city. He 
ordered their arms to be restored to them, re- 
commended them to direct them in future a- 
gainst the common enemy, and sent away his 
guard, satisfied that his best safety consisted in 
his being surrounded by his people. Transporti 
of joy and gratitude succeeded to the grief and 
terror in which they had been plunged, and 
Francis, by this gentle and wise treatment of 
them, secured the faithful adherence of people 
whose rebellion might have been dangerous in 
the then state of the^country, at the same time 
that he performed one of the most honour- 
able actions of his life. A fine of two hundred 
thousand fi^ncs was imposed on the city, and 
given by the king to thejchancellor Monthelon, 
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as a reward for his services. Monthelon, who chap. 
was not less geuerous than his master, received ^^"'' 
the money, but gave it back to the city, to be 
employed in building a hospital, (a) 

The war of this year commenced by an at- war in the 
tack made by the duke de Vend6me upon the tiki **""' 
county of Artois, where he took several impor- 
tant places, and effectually strengthened the 
frontier of Picardy, of which province he was 
governor. He had taken the town of Bapaume, 
and had begun the siege of the castle with every 
reasonable prospect of success, when the king, 
n ho had taken the field in person, ordered him 
to march the whole of his forces and join the 
royal camp near Catcau Cambr^sis. Francis 
then gave orders for the fortifications of Lan- 
dreci, which had been dismantled in 1521, to 
be put into a state of perfect defence. While 
one part of the army was employed in this task, 
the other, under the command of the dauphin^ 
took the castle of Aimerie sur la Sambre, Mau- 
beuge, and Barlemont, and pushed his con- 
quests onwards to the frontiers of Hainault and 
Brabant. He took the town of Binche with so 
much facility that he thought the castle must 
also fall, and in this belief he attacked it with 
great vigour. He had, however, miscalculated 
his own and the enemy's strength. The impe- 
rialists, having notice of his approach, had 
strengthened and victualled the garrison, while 
the dauphin^s army was too small for the sue 

(a) Da Bellay, 1. ix. Sleidan, 1. xv. 
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CHAP, cess of the project he had undertaken, and was 
^^"'^ but scantily supplied with provisions. He sent 
in all haste to the king, demanding a reinforce- 
ment and supplies ; but Francis, who feared to 
leave Landreci until the works were completed, 
and who could not spare any of the soldiers 
then employed in protecting that place, desired 
his son to withdraw from the siege. The dau- 
phin was compelled to obey, and was doomed 
to experience a disappointment similar to that 
he had encountered at Perpignan, at a moment 
when he had convinced himself that he wanted 
nothing but prompt assistance to insure a vic- 
tory. He had, however, done enough on this 
and on other occasions to prove that he was 
worthy of the high command he held, and the 
actions of individual heroism which had been 
displayed by his companions in arms during the 
siege, were well calculated to keep up the re- 
putation of the French chivalry. Among others 
who distinguished themselves here was Gaspard 
deColigny, whose name wasassodated at a later 
period of his life with the fiital day of St. Bar- 
tbolomew. At the siege of Binche he was 
merely a young and daring soldier, and thought 
as little that he should attain to the dignity of 
admiral of France as that he should lose his 
life in that horrid massacre, which cast one of 
the deepest stains on the annals of Prance. In 
an attack which he led against a part of the ci- 
tadel, he received a musket shot in the throat, 
from which he with difficulty recovered. 
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When the fortifications cf Landreci were chap. 
completed the king hastened to the assistance ^^^^ 
of the duke of Cleves, who was assailed by the 
imperial forces^ and who urgently demanded 
succour. Francis had promised him his niece, 
Jeanne d'Albret^ (a) in marriage^ and had en- 
gBged to protect him against Charles^ who 
claimed the duchy of Cleves^ and who had 
sworn that he would rather lose his imperial 
crown than leave the duke in possession of a 
single foot of his territory. The direct road to 
Cleves lay through the duchy of Luxembourg, 
and this Francis resolved to take. The mo- The nege 
ment of his departure was the signal for the SJea"" 
imperial generals, the counts de Roeux and Ro- 
quendolf^ to attack Landreci^ which they had 
hoped to surprise ; but finding that the precau- 
tions the king had taken rendered such an at- 
tempt utterly hopeless, they sat down before it 
in regular form. Some of the most gallant of 
the young nobles then serving in the French 
army, had, upon the first news that Landreci 
was attacked, thrown themselves into the citadel, 
and by their impetuous valour somewhat thwart- 
ed the operations of the cautious commandant 
to whom Francis bad entrusted the defence of 
this important place. Roquendolf put in prac- 
tice various schemes to induce them to make 
sallies, for which they were always too eager, and 
which were more likely to be advantageous to 
the assailants than to the besieged . Having on 

(a) She became afterwards the mother of Henri IV. 
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CHAF. one occa^OD planted an ambush in a valley 
^^"^' near the citadel, he sent a detachment of forty 



horse to defy the g-arrison. Thirty of the youog 
men at arms in the place immediately rushed 
Qut^ and attacked and defeated the imperialists ; 
the ambush, consisting of a hundred men, theu 
attempted to cut off their retreat^ but were so 
severely handled that Roquendolf found it ne- 
cessary to bring up a much larger body. La 
Lande^ the commandant^ who had watched 
his movements, advanced to protect his rash 
young soldiers against the odds that assailed 
them, and a sort of general engagement en- 
sued^ in which the French ultimately triumphed. 
La Lande however wanted no such dangerous 
displays of courage, and prevailed upon the 
king to recall the volunteers to his own camp, 
after which he kept up the defence with such 
immoveable patience, that he gave Francis time 
to proceed to the succour of the duke of Cleves^ 
who was now in a situation of great danger. 
The duke of Orleans, who had preceded him 
oforiejnt'a to Luxembourg^ conquered every place he at- 
in Luxem- tackcd, and completed his success by taking the 
capital of the duchy after a short resistance, in 
which however the duke d'Aumale was seri- 
ously wounded. The prince would have laid 
siege to Thionville, but that Francis, who had 
been already too long detained, insisted on join- 
ing the duke of Cleves. It was now however too 
late : the duke, either despairing of the French 
king's effectual succour, or fearing the emperor's 



The duke 
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resentment, had thrown himself at Charles'8 feet^ c ha p. 
and with the most ahject entreaties for pardon, ^^"^' • 
bad renounced the friendship of Francis. The 
emperor had no disposition to punish him fur- 
ther than by despoiling him of his estates, but 
he could not refrain from expressing the con- 
tempt which the duke's meanness provoked. 
Francis^ who blamed his own dilatory march, not 
less than the faithlessness of his ally, consoled 
himself that he was in time to suspend the jour- 
ney of the bride he had promised him, and 
who was on her way to meet her affianced hus- 
band. The princess of Navarre returned to 
France, and the king marched back to the re- 
lief of Landreci, which was hardly pressed by 
the imperialists, and to the attack of which 
Charles had drawn his best troops from Grer- 
many, Flanders, and Italy, (a) 

It had always been a part of the policy of causet of 
this unchanging enemy of France, in addition uUJST 
to such injury as he might occasion by his own and Henry 
arms, to draw upon Francis as many other ene- ^"^ 
mies as he could, either by weakening his alli- 
ances, or by 'exciting quarrels with powers which 
would otherwise have remained neutral. In 
pursuance of this plan he had now availed him- 
self of a coldness which had ensued between 
Francis and Henry VIII • to induce the latter to 
join him in his attack. The English monarch 
had unquestionably reason to complain of Fran- 
cis's behaviour, and although the cause of his 

(a) Sleidan, I. xv. Du Bellaj, 1. x. Belcar., 1. xxiii. 
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c H A F. discontent was of no ^ery recent date, hk desire 
^^"'' to aTenge it was not less poweriiii. The main 
stipulations of their former eompact had been, 
that Francis should not aid the power ci* Soot- 
land, which Henry looked upon as his aataral 
and irreconcilable enemy. In violation of this 
engagement Francis had kept up a very friendly 
communication with James V., had received suc- 
cours from him at the time of the emperor's in- 
vasion of France, and had in return given him 
the princess Madeleine in marriage. She died 
in the course of the same year, and Francis then 
effected an union between the Scottisli king and 
Marie de Lorraine, widow of Louis II., duke 
de Longueville. In 1542 James died, leavin? 
by his last marriage one infant daughter, that 
Aflkin of Mary Stuart, whose beauty commanded the ad- 
miration of her own time, and whose melan- 
choly fate excites even now so strong a sympathy, 
that her vices are forgotten in the history of her 
sufferings. Henry, with a view to secure the tran- 
quillity of both countries, had proposed a mar* 
riage between his son Edward and this princess ; 
but the queen, her mother, was wholly devoted 
to her own family and her own country, and 
had determined upon a foreign alliance, and 
Bethune, the cardinal of St. Andrew*^, who 
had been the principal cause of all the quarrels 
which had of late taken place between the two 
crowns, seconded her views. Henry expressed 
a determination to carry his point, though he 
should be compelled to resort to force, and the 
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queen applied to Francis for protection. The chap. 
French king, without the slightest intimation to ^^"^' 
Henry, sent the young lord Lennox, a nephew 
of the marichal d'Aubigny, and of the house of 
Stuart, with a supply of men and money. A 
series of intrigues conunenced, which were kept 
up with a malicious pertinacity on all sides. Leu- 
nox was alternately the dupe and the tool of the 
wily cardinal, until he found that his character 
had been attacked, and that he had been accused 
to Francis of having dissipated a great part of 
the money with which he had been entrusted. 
He sent a trusty messenger to Paris for the pur- 
pose of vindicating his iame, but Francis was so 
much prejudiced against him, that he threatened 
to imprison the envoy. Lennox then in despair 
retired into England to avoid the disgrace he had 
most unjusdy incurred ; and there actually com- 
mitted the offence with which he was charged, 
bj totally renouncing the interests of Scotland 
and France. Henry, for the purpose of securing 
his assistance, which the circumstances of the 
time rendered useful, gave him in marriage one 
of his nieces, the daughter of Margaret, the 
queen dowager of Scotland, by earl Douglas, 
her second husband. The troops, however, 
which Francis had sent to Scotland, determined 
the queen and the regent to resist Henry's de- 
mands, and those which arrived under the com- 
mand of de Lorges after the news of Lennox's 
treason had reachied France, enabled them to do 
so effectually. Henry, who had good reason to 

VOL. II. T 
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CHAP, fed deep reBentmeat at this ill feilh(»t the part of 
^^^^ a monarch who owed him so much, and who bad 
so often acknowledged the obligation, at onoe 
accepted the offers which the emperor had long 
ta^'iTto a' made him, entered into an offiensive league with 
^i^ him against Francis, and sent him ten tbousaod 
^' men as earnest of the assistance he promised, (a) 
The em- The cmpcTor with diis reinforcement deter- 
^Z^ mined immediately to carry on the siege of 
^^f^ Landreci in person. He divided his camp into 
^^' three separate bodies, under the commaod of 
Ferdinand Gonzagua, the count de Roeux, and 
the duke of Alba. The strength of the place de- 
fied their attacks ; but the gpvemor, haying aban- 
doned the lower part of the town, the de&oceof 
which he thought more difficult than important, 
the imperialists took possession of it, and an- 
noyed the besieged^ so much^ that la Lande, the 
commandant, and d'Essi^ whom Francis had 
sent to share the defence with himt resdTed to 
dislodge them* This was effected, though not 

(«) The terms of this treaty were— first, that thqr ihoold 
jointly require the French king to recede from bis alliancd 
with the Turks; to make reparation to the Christians for all 
the losses which they had suffered in consequence of tbat 
alliance ; to pay to the king of England the arrears of bis 
pension, and to give him security for the fisithful payment 
of it in future : and, secondly, that if Francis did not sig- 
nify his assent within forty days, the emperor should reclaim 
the duchy of Burgundy ; Henry, the possessions of his ao- 
oestors in France ; and each should he ready to support bis 
right at tbs head of a ponrerfiil amy*—* Rynu Fad*, iit. 
76S, Lingard, vol. vi. 
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without considerable loss on both sides. The chap. 
winter soon afterwards set in with g^reat severity, ^^'"' 
and while the besiegers were exposed to its in- 
fluence without, the garrison suffered all the 
privations which accompany a scanty supply of 
proTisions. The wine and beer had been long 
consamed, oflicans and men drank nothing but 
water, and at leng^ the soldiers were reduced 
to daily half rations of bread. The emperor, 
who was apprised of their necessities^ calculated 
upon reducing them by famine, and therefore 
suspended the attacks, contenting himself with 
a close blockade of all the avenues leading 
to the city. The necessities of the besieged, 
however, prompted them to evade his Tigilance ; 
they conveyed ai> intimation of their condition 
to fhe king^ who hastened to encounter the 
besi^ing army^ and entrusted to du Bellay the 
difficult task of relieving and victualling the 
exhausted garrison. 

The king's approach had compelled the be- Fnndt 
siting army to draw closer together, and ena- ^^un. 
bled du Bellay to lodge a quantity of provisions ^^^ 
and cattle which he had collected in the neigh- 
bouring country at Vervins, without being per- 
ceived by the enemy. Francis at the same time 
had sent out skirmishing parties for the purpose 
of diverting the attention of the imperialists. 
Du Bellay reached la Capelle in safety, and was 
crossing a plain between that place and Lan- 
dreci^ when he perceived a troop of about one 
thousand Austrian men at arms. He had with 

T 2 
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cHAF. him at this time, twelve hundred sheep^ eighty 
^"^' oxen, six hundred sacks of flour, a quantity 
undiedu of draught cattle ; and but a small escort for 
reiiered. ^^ protectiou of this Valuable supply. Know- 
ing that he could not eflFectually resist the force 
which was in sight, if they encountered, be re- 
sorted to a stratagem, the success of which 
equalled its boldness and ingenuity. He made 
all the peasants who were engaged in the con- 
voy of the provisions, mount the loaded horses, 
and covering them with his own cavalry so ef* 
factually that their real appearance could not 
be discovered, he at once entirely concealed 
his train of provisions, and imposed upon the 
enemy the belief that he had so large a troop 
of horse, that to attack them would be madne^i 
and even to stay within their reach unsafe. The 
Austrians, under this impression, withdrew some- 
what hastily, and du Bellay, without further acci* 
dent, brought his welcome convoy into Landreci. 
This event determined the fate of the siege ; the 
place being completely victualled, the empo^r 
knew that further attack must be unavailing; 
and the kii^, who had intended to give him 
battle, if he could relieve Landreci by no other 
then re- mcans, uow determined to retreat. This reso- 
lution was put in practice during the night, and 
was conducted with so much prudence and effect, 
that although the emperor followed for a short 
by the^m- distance, he was. driven back by Brissac, who 
STrepJiiw^ commanded the rear-guard, with considerable 
loss. 
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The greatest disadvantage which ensued to chap. 
Francis by this movement was, that he lost the ^^"' 
important city of Cambray, which the emperor cambrav 
induced, as much by per&uasion as by force, to Ji^ror. 
receive a garrison of his troops, and to build a 
citadel for the purpose of protecting their town 
against future attacks. This afiair ended the 
campaign on the Low Country frontier^ without, 
upon the whole, much advantage to either party. 
Charles^ however^ did not fail to indulge in his 
ordinary vein of boastings and flattered himself 
that he had gained a triumph in Francis's re- 
treat, (a) 

In Italy the result of the campaign had been Affain or 
on the whole unimportant ; but the evil which, ^' 
considering the relative strength of the opposing 
forces, must have be£dlen the French cause, had 
been averted by the prudent measures taken by 
Langei, the advantage of whose sagacity and 
skill endured after he had ceased to exist. The 
assassination of Fregosa and Rincon had wholly 
defeated Francis's plan for a reconciliation with 
Solyman ; but the necessity of recovering the 
alliance of the Turk grew daily more urgent. 
The king had applied to Langei, to find him 
some person qualified for the mission^ the dan- 
gers of which had been demonstrated in so ap- 
palling a manner ; and Langei selected a man, 
of all others best suited to the task, and who 
executed it with perfect success. This was a 
young oflScer of the name of Paulin, who had 

(a) Du Bellay, 1. x. Belcar.^ I. xxiii. 
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CHAP, risen from a rery obsou-e station by a concur* 
^'"' rencc of Incky incidents. He was the child of 
a peasant ; a corporal in one of the French regi«- 
ments, who was passing* by accident^ conceiYed t 
liking for him as he saw him playing at the door 
of his father's humble cabin, and offered to 
take him off the poor man's bands. The 
parent refused to part with him ; but the 
boy was so fiiscinated with the notion of be- 
coming a soldier, that he determined to follow 
the fortune that presented itself to him. He 
passed through all the grades in the army, from 
that of a boy in the baggage train, a corporal'^ 
^servant, up to that of captain; gaining every 
advance that he made by his conrage and by a 
strong natural aptitude for the profession of 
arms, which displayed itself in all bis conduct. 
Langei, whose great skill consisted in disco- 
vering the peculiar qualifications of men, and in 
directing them to such ends as he required, saw 
in Paulin one whose daring and intelligenoe 
were precisely the qualities 6f which he bad 
need in bis embassy to Constantinople, and he 
sent him thither with the dispatches which had 
Negocu- b^n entnisted to the ill-fated Rincon. The 
SieTiiridlh secrecy which was observed by Langei, exempt- 
•mperor. ^ p^„]|q g.^^ ^Il j ^^j ^f assassination m Italy, 

but the great danger was to be met and over- 
come at Constantinople. Francis's delay and 
Charles's misrepresentations had induced Soly- 
man to adopt a belief that the French king had 
betrayed him ; and he regarded Paulin's mis- 
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si5n as airesh attempt to engage him in some ohap. 
new confederacy^ firom which he was to derive ^^^^ 
no more benefit than he had done from the last. 
He would not^ at firsts listen to the explanations 
which Paulin offered to make^ openly expressed 
his belief that Francis was confederated with 
Charles in an attempt to deceive him, and scorn- 
fully declined the propositions which were sub- 
mittedj and which, he said^ were unworthy of 
any but Christian politics. The ministers of the 
emperor took up their master's tone, and Paulin 
toon discovered that Charles's emissaries had 
been eflectually at work. Upon this occasicm, 
the new diplomatist practised the arts of his 
trade ¥rith a sagacity and patience which could 
not have been surpassed. He began by trying 
to form a friendship with some of the officers of 
the court, and at length, by unremitting exer- 
tions, he so far succeeded as to induce Solyman 
himself to listen to his statements. This ao- 
complished^ the success was no longer ques- 
tionable. The proofs of his veracity wwe so 
clear^ and his master^ interests so eloquently 
and zealously urged^ that Solyman^ who had 
great penetration and judgment, was convin- 
ced he had too hastily condemned Francis. 
Having established himself once in the Turk- 
ish monarch's confidence^ Paulin easily pre- 
vailed upon him to grant the assistance which 
Francis required. Barbarossa^ who then held 
the supreme command of the Turkish navy^ 
had orders to accompany him to the Italian 
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CHAP, coast, to foUow his cx>unseli9> and even to carrj 
^^^^' on the war&re in which he should he engaged. 



according to the .practices of civilized nations, 
and not with that sanguinary barbarity whidi 
had made the Turkish name the ternur of ^ 
Europe ; a circumstance which at onqe pfovesr 
the influence Paulin possessed, and which was 
of great importance to protect Francis fcoin the 
censures which his alliance with the Turks was 
likelj to provoke. Paulin endeavoured, dko, 
to engage the Venetian senate in the alliance, 
and might have succeedc^^ bat that Solyman's 
minister was not proof against the emperor^s 
gold, and consequently that negociation failed. 
The fleets The Turkish fleet joined that of France^ com- 
and T^ manded by the young count d' Anguien^ off" the 
key^ttock ^^^j. ^^ Provence. The latter oflicar, while 

waiting for the arrival of Barbarossa^s galleys^ 
attempted to surprise the castle of Nice; some 
of the defenders of which had promised to assist 
his enterprise. Fearing either treacheiy or ac- 
cident, he had taken the precaution to keep the 
main body of his fleet within gun-shot of the 
shore, while four of his galleys landed tfie sol- 
diers appointed for the expedition. Tlie result 
proved the wisdom of his caution. An ambush 
had been planned by Doria^ who was lying in 
wait behind a small head-land^ with six galleys; 
thecount^s four ships were taken, and. he was 
compelled to withdraw with the rest of his £orce. 
When Barbarossa^s fleet came up, the attack 
was renewed, and the town .taken with, some 
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difficulty, but not until tfie defenders had had chap. 
time to di8iq>point their assailants^ hopes of ^^^^^ 
plunder by removing from it every article of 
value. The citadel still held out, and was so 
strong, as well by its natural position as by 
the fortifications which had been erected, that 
all attempts to reduce it were unavailing. 
D'Anguien bad nearly exhausted his provi- 
sions and his ammunition, and the people of 
Marseilles, to whom he had applied in this 
emergency, refused to let him have any others. 
He then reqnested Barbarossa to send him the 
supplies he wanted. The Turk furnished him 
but with a very ill grace, and at the same time 
took no pains to conceal the dislike and con- 
tempt he entertained for the young comman- 
der personally^ as well as for the rest of his 
nation. At length the count received infer- The siege 
mation that the duke of Savoy was marching 
with the marquis du Guast to relieve the only 
place that remained to him of all his possessions, 
and doubting the faithful co-operation of Bar- 
barossa, and believing also that a general en- 
gagement was likely to take place between the 
king and the emperor at Landreci, he raised 
the siege and repaired thither, (a) Barbarossa 

(a) Hie duke of Savoy was so much flattered at having 
saved hk citadel of Nice, that in order to perpetuate the 
memory of an attack, which he called an outrage on all 
Christendom, he caused a silver coinage to be struck, on 
one side of which was the cross of Savoy surrounded t>y the 
emblems of victory, and on the other the inscription, Nicaa 
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CHAP, withdrew also, and terminated his exploits of 

^^^•^' the seaaoD^ by attacking some places on Ae 

Tuscan and Neapolitan shores, where he was 

repulsedj and by sacking and depopulating the 

isle of Lipari. {a) 

After Nice was relieved^ du Guast returned 
to Piedmont, and as his army was now much 
larger than that of France, he made himself 
completely master of the open country. Bou* 
ti^res^ who held the chief command of the 
French forces, could not venture to oppose 
him. Montdovi was besieged^ and after a short 
defence capitulated, on condition that the gar- 
rison should march out with their arms and 
baggage. In violation of this treaty, tlie impe- 
rial troops brutally massacred the defenders as 
they quitted the garrison, and du Guast in- 
curred all the odium of having instigated a 
crime, of which, whether in this instance he 
was guilty or not, the assassination of Fregosa 
and Rincon had proved him to be capable. 
He soon after took Carignan, in spite of Bou- 
ti^res's eflbrts to prevent him. The French gene- 
ral having however soon after obtained some 
levies from Provence, Dauphiny, and Switzer- 
land, amounting to nine thousand men, march- 
ed towards the north of Piedmont, bent upon re- 
trieving the honour he had Ibst in the recent 

a TnrcU ei Gaiiis ohseisa. The circulation of tbii eoin be- 
came eztremelj ofientiTe to the people of France, and tbiu 
answered one of the pnrposes for which it had been made, 
(a) Guichenon. Du Bettaj, 1. x. Belcar., 1. xxiii. 
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flocoeaBes of du Guast. This opportnnity how- chap. 
crer, was not permitted to him. He had laid ^"'^ 
Bi^e to Yyr6e^ and was pressing it very vigo- 
rously^ when he learnt that the king had ap* 
pointed the count d'Anguien to the command 
of the army in Piedmont. Bouti&res, who felt 
that this was an insult he had not deserred, 
oould not endure the mortification it occasioned 
him. The count had readied Chivas on his '^l^S^ 
way to assmne the command, and sent to Bou* Jjf^^. 
ti^res to furnish him with an escort. In the "j"f «^ 
first transport of his anger^ Bouti^res raised the |^^' 
siege of Yyrte, and marched the whole of his 
army to Chivas^ and telling the count that this 
was the best escort he could giye him, he re- 
tired to his estate to muse on his discontent. ^^°£^ 
The canse of his being so abruptly displaced, «»p«^ 



w was attributed to the loss of Carignan, for which 



he was mnch blamed ; but a stronger reason was 
to be found in the very slender personal in- 
fluence he had over the army^ and the disr^ 
(I qiectfiil notion which his troops entertained of 
liim, and which he had been unable to remove. 



CHAP. XIX. 

The Count d^Anguien besieges Carignano — Solicits 
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— Montluc arrives at court as the Count* s envoy — De- 
bate in the French council — Montluc^s speech — The 
King gives the desired permission — Preparations 
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sults of the battle — Carignano surrenders — D^An^ 
guien wishes to continue the war in Piedmont — His 
proposition is overruled in councilf and he is re- 
called. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

In Piedmont the aspect of the war had mate- i^^ 
rially changed since the arrival of the count 
d'Anguien^ and the reinforcement which had 
been made to the French troops there. The 
winter had set in with unaccustomed rigour, but 
both armies still kept the field, and carried on 
their operations in spite of the inclemency of the 
season, (a) D'Anguien had gained, by his pru- 
dent conduct^ the good opinion of his own offi- 
cers^ and had pacified the discontent with which 
some of the elder leaders saw so young a soldier 
placed above them. Immediately after he had 
taken such measures as were necessary for the 
present defence of the places which still belonged 
to France, he called a council^ at which the plan 
of his campaign was deliberately discussed, and 
resolved upon by all the principal officers of his 
army. 

The king^s commands, and his own wishes. The count 
strongly prompted d ' Anguien to endeavour to besi^^ 
regain Carignano, which Bouti^res had suffered "**"*^ 
to be lost, and the difficulties that lay in. the 

(a) The firost is said to hare been so intensOy that the wine 
became frozen in the casks, and when wanted for consump* 
tion, the soldiers were compelled to break it with axes, and 
it was sold by the pound. 
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CHAP, way of the enterprise only formed additioual in- 
^J3L- ducements to the attempt. Du Guast had repair- 
ed the fortifications, laid in a large store of pro- 
visions^ made himself master of all the passes lead- 
ings to the neighbouring towns, and had placed in 
it a garrison of four thousand men. The French 
officers resolved on the attack, hopdess as the 
enterprise seemed, and although their forces 
and their means were wholly inadequate to the 

. reduction of a place strong in itself, and pro- 
tected by the neighbouring army of du Guast. 
The count, having made his arrangements for 
this attack, marched upon Carignan, and com- 
menced his operations by destroying a bridge 
which communicated between the besieged town 
and Quiers^ where the marquis du Guast was 
quartered. He then extended his lines about 
the place, seized some small posts, which made 
the blockade more effectual^ and established his 
camp at Vimeux. He took these steps so ra- 
pidly and successfully^ that by their result he 
rendered it impossible for du Guast to relieve 
Carignan, without the aid of his whole force, 
and a general engagement. It was rather in the 
belief that the enemy would not venture upon 

. 80 hazardous an afiieiir, than because he felt him- 
self in a situation to fight a battle, that the 
count had taken up his present position. His 
own force was numerically less than that of du 
Guast, without reckoning the assistance the lat- 
ter might reasonably expect from the garrison 
of Carignan ; he knew that .the marquis would 
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be as desirous of succouring that place as he chap. 



XIX. 



was of gaining it, and in order to free himself 
from some of the responsibility of the events 
which it was possible might ensue, he sent a 
messenger to the king, to explain to him the 
actual state of affairs in Piedmont, and to re- 
quest his directions as to the future proceedings 
of the army. 

The count was fortunate in the choice he made sondte 
of his messenger. It was the celebrated Blaise p«rmi«ion 
de Montlur, who is well known to posterity by ue*to*he*" 
his commentaries on the times he lived in, and ST™^" 
in which he was a most active performer. His 
work is extremely valuable, for the light it 
throws on the military history of that period ; and 
for the simplicity, judiciousness, and grave hu- 
mour with* which it is written, can hardly be 
equalled by any of even those contemporary 
authors whose lives had been less busily em- 
ployed, and whose education had been more 
carefully conducted than that of Monti uc. At 
the time he was dispatched by the count d'An- 
guien, on this mission, he was forty years of 
age; and although he had spent by far the 
greater part of those years in the army, he was 
as yet only a simple captain of a company of 
Grascons, of which province he was a native. He 
was, however, perfectly well known to all the 
principal officers of the army; and his talents, 
daring spirit, and admirs^ble coolness in battle, 
were universally acknowledged and respected. 
His personal character, too, which was a fair rc- 

VOL. II. u 
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CHAP, present&ticm of that of his coantrymen^ had ooa- 
^^^ tributed to make him generally liked throughoat 
the army. He was frank, gay, and Ughtrheart- 
ed ; foremost in all kinds of fan and mirth 
during such interyals of rq>ese as the troops en- 
joyed ; and he * possessed besides an extraor- 
dinary vivacity, and a soldierly eloquence, which 
his earnest manner rendered extremely impres- 
sive. Unwilling' as he would have heok, uader 
any other circumstances, to leave the camp at so 
critical a moment, be was now reconciled to it 
by the subject of his errand, which was to ob- 
tain the king^s permission to give battle to the 
marquis du Guast. 
Mcmtiiic Upon Montloc's arrival at the court, the 
ooQrt tithe king^ after reading the count's dispatches^ called 
voy. ' ^ a council^ at which he desired him to be pre- 
sent. The dauphiUf the count de Saint Pol, 
and the admiral of France, were there assisted 
by the principal officers of state. Fraaois 
having opened the business, invited the officeis 
to give their opinions on the propriety of graat- 
SI'fwi ing the count's request. The count de Saint 
«'»<^ Pol strenuously opposed it, on the ground that 
the threatened, attack of the king of England 
and the emperor on Picardy and Champagne, 
would require all the available force of the 
nation^ and that the success of the count d'An- 
guien would be unimportant, even if he should 
conquer ; while to lose a battle, would aidanger 
the safety of the kingdom. He rather advised 
that, if necessary, Piedmont should be wholly 
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abandoned^ and that at all events nothing chap. 
should be done further than to remain in a ^^ 
posture of defence there. The admiral was 
of the same opinion^ and the rest of the council 
followed him, all assigaiag the same reasons for 
the judgment they had formed. 

Mootlttc had stood by all this time in a state 
of impatience, which, although, he was not per- 
mitted to speak, plainly expressed itself in his 
iace and manner, and which became almost 
ludicrous. Francis, who had watched him, and 
who was by no means convinced of the validity 
of the reasons which bad been g^ven for avoid- 
ing an engagement in Piedmont, at length 
turned to the Gascon captain, and, hardly able 
to restittin the smile which his contortions pro- 
voked, said to him, ^^ Montluc, do you com- 
prehend the reasons which oblige me to refuse 
the request the count d'Anguien has made to 
mtl^* ^' I understand them perfectly," replied Mondue'f 
Montluc, " but if your majesty will give me ****^ 
leave to say two words» I think 1 can shew 
they are not so forcible as is at present thought.'^ 
Francis, who was desirous of hearing him, per- 
mitted him to give his opinion oa the uiatter, 
and he has reported the substance of his own 
qpeech in his commentaries. '^ Sire,'' he said, 
'^ I have the honour and the good fortune to 
speak in the presence of one who is a soldier 
aa well as a king ; who knows what vmr is, and 
who has often been at the head of his armies ; 
who has won battles with his own hands, and 

u 2 
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CHAP, mrho knows what may be expected from the 
^'^' quality and disposition of certain troops. In 
Piedmont, at this momoit, we are five thou- 
sand Gascons^ and as many Swiss, the bravest 
soldiers in Christendom, and all have been 
well tried. As to the Italians and the Proven- 
cals, who are under the command of Monsieur 
du Cros, and the Grisons who joined us at 
Yvree, I cannot speak so confidently of them, 
but I believe, that such an example as tbe 
others will set them, will make them do their 
duty ; and besides these, Sire, you must not 
reckon as nothing a crowd of brave yoong 
noblemen, now in your majesty's court, who 
will follow me to Piedmont as soon as I shall 
have the good fortune to obtain your majesty's 
permission to fight. The Swiss charged me 
on my departure, to say to your majesty, that 
if any one man of them should be found not 
to do his duty in the battle, they would consent 
to be degraded and put to death with in^y. 
We have been for these six months past, in tbe 
habit of skirmishing with the enemy^ and vre 
have never met them that we have not beaten 
thein, with the exception of only one affair, 
in which monsieur d'Aussun engaged them a 
little too near to their own camp. We have 
three hundred gendarmes^ who never turned 
their bacKS t o a foe, and eight hundred light- 
horse, commanded by d'Aussun, de Termes, 
Bemardin, and Maure, who are as good as gen- 
darmes. They all with one voice implore your 
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majesty to let them fight this battle for you; chap. 
if you do not avail youi-self of their valour, and ^^^ 
if you now compel them to retreat from the 
enemy, you will find that their desire will 
cool, and your force will be ruined by deser^- 
tions. The gentlemen who have spoken in 
council, have said very wisely, and perhaps 
very truly, that if this battle is lost, all is lost ; 
but they have not added what is not less true, 
that if it sliall be gained, all will be gained ; 
that the king of England and the emperor will 
be utterly disconcerted, and the latter, particu- 
larly, will be glad to quit Picardy, and look to 
the safety of his possessions beyond the moun- 
tains. 1 beseech your majesty to consider these 
things. Trust in us, and be assured that no 
human force can defeat an army in the tempar 
that your majesty's is now. In their name I 
supplicate your majesty not to refuse our re- 
quest ; but to honour us with this mark of your 
confidence in our inclination and ability to serve 
you.'' 

The effect of Montluc's speech was enforced 
by the vehemence of his gestures, and the ear- 
nest confidence of the tone in which he uttered 
it ; and although a want of assurance was never 
attributed to any of his countrymen, it seems 
probable that he was more than ordinarily ex- 
cited by the encouragement given him by the 
dauphin, who stood behind the king's chair, and 
by significant gestures testified his approbation 
of the proposal. Francis seemed to think there 
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CHAP. 1^9 much weight in what the captain said. 
The wish nearest his heart had always been the 
conquest of the Milanese^ and alAough years 
of disaster and disappointment had intervened 
since that wish had first impelled lum to tlie 
victory of Marignan^ it now again presentedit- 
self to his imagination in colours w fresh aiid as 
glowing as when it first fiiscinatM him. He 
remained in a posture of reflection for some mi- 
nutes, when the admiral, who guesBed at the 
thoughts which occtipied his mind, and who had 
perceived the evident inclination of the dauphin, 
coincided, like an adroit courtier, with their 
humour. '* Confess, Sire," he said, «^ that you 
are disposed to grant the request which the 
count d^Anguieo's envoy has preferred. I vill 
not answer for the success of his enterprise ; bat 
I may safely answer for his and his mmy's doiog 
all that human courage can do to achieve it 
May Grod, who is the giver of victory, luspire 
you with a right decision on this difficult qoes- 



T^« M^ tion !'* Francis reverently uncovered his head, 

Sives the _ 

"ired and, lifting his eyes to heaven, remained silent 

for a few moments, when, throwing bis cap on 

the tahle, he exclaimed, " Be it so then ; let 

the battle take place, in the naine of God !^ The 

council then broke up. The count St. Pd 

said, as he passed Montluc, ^^ Madman! thou 

art this day the cause either of a great mischief 

or of great good fortune to this kingdom.^' '' Be 

patient, my lord St. Pol,'* replied Montluc, who 

was too well pleased with his success to take 
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offence at the count's unceremonious address^ chak 
'' set yourself at rest^ and depend upon it the ^^^ 
first news you shall receive from us will be that 
we have beaten the enemy to a fricassee, and 
may eat them if we like/' (a) 

Francis bade Montluc s^iproach, and, gra- 
ciously taking him . by the arm^ said^ ^' Com- 
mend me^ Montluc, to my cousin d'Anguien^ 
and to my other captains. Tell them that I 
have consented to their prayer only because I 
have the greatest confidence in their valour; 
and that if I permit them to fight^ it is in the 
assurance that they will earn me a victory." 
*' I will repeat your majesty's words to them 
faithfully,'' replied the captain, '^ and if their 
courage wanted any excitement they will sup- 
ply it." 

Montluc set out instantly with this permis* 
sion, which he had so earnestly desired to ob- 
tain, and carried with him the king's assurance 
that du Bellay should follow and bring money 
to pay the troops, and a strong reinforcement to 
the army. This promise was more easily given 
than performed. Du Bellay did in fact join the 
army in Piedmont^ but with no more troops 
than sufficed to form a feeble escort which made 
its way with difiSculty through a country filled 
with alert enemies, and instead of three hun- 
dred thousand crowns, which were required^ he 
brought about half that sum. 

As soon as it was known that a battle was 

(a) Menu, de Montluc, 1. ii. 
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CHAP, likely to take place in Piedmont, a quantity of 
^'^ Yolunteera hurried thither. The lords de Dam- 
pierre^ Saint Andr^, d'Assier, de Jamac, de 
Chatillon^ de Chamaus, the vidame de Cbartres, 
la Hunandaye, the only son of the admiral, 
Genlis, the Bonnivets^ d'Escara, de Rochefort, 
and a quantity of others of tlie noblest and Hiost 
distinguished of the nation, joined the count 
d'Anguien with considerable retinaes^ ifvhile a 
multitude of younger sons and gentlemen of 
small means,— all in short who could command 
horse and harness^ had repaired to his standard 
in pursuit of that fortune to which the army thea 
presented a path. Their presence was of the 
utmost advantage to the count in his need, for 
on learning liis want of money they cheerfully 
furnished such sums as they could spare, and 
which sufficed to pacify for a time the soldier}'. 
Buutieres too forgot his personal chagrin in the 
general enthusiasm, and hastened to range him- 
self under the command of the count. The 
gracious message of the king lost nothing by 
the energetic delivery of Montluc, and every 
thing betokened a speedy engagement. The 
fervour of the French troops promised all that 
could be done to insure their nation's triumph^ 
and the comte d'Anguien moved his army to 
such a position as intercepted the enemy's ap- 
proach to Carignano^ and threatened Carmag- 
nole, (a) 

(a) Mims. de Montluc, I. i. Du Bellay, I. x. Belcar., 

• ■* * 

I. ZXlll. 
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an 

engage- 



Du Guast, who was apprised of all that had 
taken place in the French force, prepared him- 
self for the conflict^ which he was equally un- d^^*, 
able and unwilling to avoid. The plan he had ^|^ 
formed was to force the passage of the Po, 
by a bridge which the count d'Anguien had 
constructed, and for the defence of whicli he 
bad placed forts at either end. If the French 
permitted him to do this, he would gain an 
ad^-antageous position ; if they prevented him, 
they must descend from the heights they occu- 
pied above Carmagnole^ and in the latter case 
be determined to pass the Po, in another place, 
by a bridge of boats or rafts which he had 
prepared, and so to penetrate into the mar- 
quisateof Saluzzo, where he was sure of find- 
ing an abundant supply of provisions, part of 
which he meant to throw into Carignan, and to 
devote the rest to the victualling his army. The 
French army would then be without the means 
of continuing the war, and must evacuate the 
country. Full of these vast projects he began 
his march, and in that braggart vein which was 
then the common reproach of the Spanish cha- 
racter, he summoned the small garrison of 
Sommariva to surrender in sight of the count's 
army. . The commandant for reply to his sum- 
mons bade him look upon the neighbouring 
heights, which were covered with the French 
soldiery. Du Guast began the assault, but the 
French artillery soon silenced his operations, 
and compelled him to desist. The imperial 
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CHAP, general afiteiivards confessed that if the Fiencb 
^^ had then attacked him^ they must haye had aa 
easy victory, for the Spanish hands, a very im- 
portant portion of his anny^ were kft hdiind, 
and were eai{Joyed in hringing up the arfiUer}, 
which had been overturned in a morass. In 
the evening the French committed a fault, tbe 
consequences of which might have been still 
more iiyurious than their supineness, by quit- 
ting their position on tbe heights. The im- 
perialists saw and availed themselves of this 
error ; and the count d^Angoien perceived that 
the enemy^ besides being stronger in number 
by one-third than his own army^ had a coi^i- 
derable advantage over him in their positioo. 
He had restrained his soldiers from the battle 
when they would willingly have engaged^ and 
when the greater part of the officers strenuously 
urged him to that course^ because be feared 
that his men were too much exhausted by the 
warm weather which had ensued almost imme- 
diately on the breaking up of the winter ; but 
when he learnt the opportunity he had lost^ he 
determined to attack tbe marquis at CerisoUes 
on the following day. 

In execution of tbis resolution he ordered bis 
army to march one hour after midnight. Bou- 
ti^res led the van-guard, which consisted of four 
thousand of the old French infiintry, commanded 
by their colonel, Thais, and supported by some 
troops of light horse, at the head of which 
was de Termes. The count d'Anguien com- 



OP FRANCIS TRB FIRST. 299 

manded the main body, or battle, which con« chap* 
sisted of four thousand Swiss, and the greater ^'^ 
part of the gendarmerie ; and here^ as in the post 
of honour, the noblemen and gentlemen who had 
joined the army as Tolunteers, took their sta* 
tion. The rear-guard was placed under the 
conduct of Dampiere^ who had with him three 
thousand Swiss and three thousand Italian foot, 
commanded by Charles de Dros, a gentleman 
of Piedmont, who had been governor of Mont- 
dovi. The only cavalry accompanying this 
latter body, consisted of some troops of mount- 

I ed harquebussiers. 

As the country about CerisoUes is extremely 

[ open, these three bodies marched almost in a 

i line, the count d'Anguien occupying the centre. 

1 Seven or eight hundred harquebussiers were 
placed in advance as a soil of forlorn hope, and 

t commanded by Montluc, who was always most 
willing to be where the danger was the greatest. 

» Caillac marched next with eight pieces of 

) cannon, and de M ailli^ at the head of the rear- 
guard^ commanded a similar nomber of guns^ 

I which together formed the whole of the artil- 
lery belonging to the French army. Du Bellay 
and Monneins acted as aides de camp, and 
transmitted the order of the general to the seve- 
ral divisions, as the events of the fight rendered 
it necessary. 

The engagement commenced by a skirmish The battle 
between the harquebussiers on both sides, which toSau' 
lasted from sunrise until eleven o'clock, up to 
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CHAP, which time the armies, although in sight,' and 
^^^ almost within reach of each other, had not 
struck a blow. It was the object with each to 
endeavour to take the other in flank, but all 
the attempts that were made to effect this were 
very adroitly evaded. At length the two main 
bodies, consisting of the imperial lanz-knechls 
and the Swiss in the service of France, came 
to a charge, tlie shock of which was dreadful. 
Du Bellay, who commanded here, has the can- 
dour to avow that he committed a great mis- 
take on this occasion, in advancing a body of 
Swiss in such a manner as exposed them to tlie 
fire of the enemy's artillery. Captain Floris, 
who led them^ pointed out the fault before 
any serious consequences had ensued, and gave 
time to the lanz-knechts to come on, whose 
eagerness induced them to throw themselves 
between the guns and the objects of their at- 
tack. The Swiss were much fewer in numbers 
than their opponents^ but being immediately 
afterwards reinforced by the French infantry, 
they pressed on so vigorously that they forced 
the lanz-knechts to retire, and opened a passage 
to Bouti^es's horse, who completely routed 
them ; while du Guast, who saw the defeat of 
his troops, could not venture to bring up his 
cavalry to their assistance. 

The fortune of the French rear-guard, or as 
in the feature which the battle had assumed it 
might more properly be called the left; wing, 
was, hovi^ever, very different. It consisted of 
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Italians and Swiss, who were called Gruyeriens, chap. 
or Gryerieiis, because they had been levied by ^'^ 
the count de Gruy^re in the cantons of Fri- 
bourg and Berne. The Italians \vere notoriously 
weak troops, and the Gry^riens sliewed them- 
selves unworthy of the name of Swiss, They 
fairly turned about when they saw the lanz- 
knechts coming on to the charge, and fled with- 
out striking, or attempting to strike a blow. The 
count d' Anguien, who had seen their terror, hast- 
ened to their assistance with his gendarmes, and 
attacked the lanz-knechts^ in ihe firm assurance 
that when his own broken infantry saw they 
were supported they would rally, and follow up 
the impression he hoped to make. His charge 
was so irresistibly vigorous that he broke through 
the imperial troops ; and it was not until he 
saw himself enveloped in their ranks that he 
discovered he was left to extricate himself as 
well as he could from the perilous situation in 
which he had thrown himself. The first feeling 
of despair which he then experienced was so 
strong that he is said to have threatened to die 
by his own hand ; but a moment's reflection 
dissipated so unworthy a notion, and he adopted 
the more becoming course of attempting to cut 
a passage back through the ranks of his closing 
enemies. The Spanish and German infiintry, 
finding they had no other enemy to encounter 
than this small troop of French cavalry, attack- 
ed it on all sides. The gendarmes fought like 
lions ; for they saw no hope of rescue. A small 
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CHAP, emioenee intercepted tkeir view of die fidd of 
^'^ battle^ and they univensally adopted the notioii 
that their whole army was defeated and bad 
fled. This, however, only increased tbdr deter- 
mination not to follow the esiample of their coun- 
trymen. They were not more than a himdred 
horse; and the enemy with whom they were 
engaged consisted of at least four thousand ^ke- 
men and a body of harquebussiers. They had 
made several desperate charges with loss to 
themselves, and without effecting any sensible 
impression on the dense body that was opposed 
to them, when on a sudden they found thrir foes 
giving way, but.were wholly unable to account 
for so unexpected an event. The cause was 
soon explained : the Italians and Swiss of the 
left wing alone had fled the battle; and the 
right wing had followed up the first advantsige 
they had gained over the imperialists, and had 
driven them with great loss against a detach- 
ment which was commanded by the prince of 
Salerno. That officer had been ordered by 
du Guast, at the commencement of the liattle, 
not to quit the post he assigned to him without 
express orders^ and had been strictly enjoined to 
let no temptation induce him to engage until he 
had permiaaon to do so. The current of the 
fight had carried du Guast so far from the 
prince that he could not recall this absurd or- 
der ; and the prince was so determined to obey 
it literally, that, although he saw the battle lost 
without his assistance, he did not think fit to 
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attempt the succour of the flying Germans, chap. 
who might have been able to rally if he had ^^ 
procured them a few moments of repose. The 
two bodies of the French^ floding that he evinced 
no dispositioii to attack them, pushed on at 
once against the only foes who kept the fields 
and against whom the count d'Anguien and his 
handful of gendarmes were making a desperate 
resistance. They assailed them at once in the 
rear and in flank. Some cavalry came up at 
the same time to the succour of the count, and 
aided his charge. This joint attack was not 
to be resisted ; the imperialists were broken and 
routed, and fell back in great disorder into a 
neighbouring wood^ whither they were pursued 
and cut to pieces. 

The count d'Anguien, in his eagerness to 
have his share in the victory which he saw his 
troops had gained, had nearly committed an 
imprudence which might have been as fiital to 
him as that to which his despair had prompted 
him shortly before. Although he had now only 
mx horsemen left with him, he would have 
pursued a large body of the retreating lanz« 
knechts, but was staid by an old captain, who^ 
seizing his horse's bridle, besought him to re- 
member Gaston de Foix and the battle of Ra- 
venna^ where the impetuosity of the victor 
deprived him of the enjoyment of the glories he 
had won. The count was convinced of the 
imprudence of the step he had been about to 
take, and checked his followers. 
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CHAP. The prince of Salerno remained in the poalion 
^'^ which had been assigned to him, until the state 
of the fight conrinced him it was necessary to 
retreat, and that if he waited longer for the 
orders of du Guast^ it might be impossible to 
withdraw in safety. He saw that the enemy 
were preparing for an attack upon him, and 
therefore retired before their intentions could 
be executed. He and his troops escaped in 
safety ; but the Spaniards, who had taken refiige 
in the wood, were massacred almost to a man 
by the Swiss, who had sworn to give them no 
quarter. They had adopted this resolution in 
consequence of the treacherous slaughter which 
had been made of their countrymen by the Spa- 
nish soldiery under du Guast, after the capitu- 
lation of Montdovi. It is impossible to excuse 
such cruelty ; but the occasion and the charac- 
ters of the combatants should not be forgotten : 
and it must also be remembered that the pro- 
vocation was great, and that the offence of the 
Spaniards was as treacherous and gross a viola- 
tion of the customs of honourable warfare as it 
was shocking to humanity. 

The retreat of the prince of Salerno put an 
end to the fight ; and the count d^Anguien found 
himself in possession of a victory, which he 
owed as much to the misconduct of his enemies 
as to his own activity and valour. The marquis 
du Guast had fought with great bravery in the 
earlier part of the engagement, when he had been 
wounded in the knee by a musket-shot, and had 



OPFRANOIS THJS FIRST. 90& 

hid helmet crushed by a blow from a maqe. He chaf. 
however did not. stay to see the conclusion of "^ 
the battle, and either because he was convinced 
that all was lost, or compelled bj his wounds, 
he retired to Ast« Indulging in that style of 
vaunting, of which he was too fond, he had told 
the people of that city to shut their gates against 
him^ and refuse him entrance if he did not 
return a conqueror. They took him at his 
word, and positively refased to admit him after 
the battle. He then retired to Milan^ where 
he found a shelter, but where annoyances awaited 
him, ariang from a similar cause. He had 
shewn some chains to certain ladies of Milan, 
and had promised to bring the count d'Anguien 
and the young French noblemen who had joined 
the army as. volunteers, bound to their feet. 
When he returned, almost a fugitive, the recol- 
lection of his former boastings was so strong, 
that he felt it advisable to keep out of the way 
of the people, and particularly of the females 
of the city, who, whenever they saw him, clamo- 
rously demanded the handsome young prisoners 
he had promised them, (a) 

The French took fifteen pieces ^ artillery, 
and found among the baggage^ the whole of 
which was captured, the materials for oonstruct- 
10^ a floating bridge, by which du Guast had 

(a) A quantity of chains were found among^ the enemy's 
baggages which, it was said, perhaps untmly, had been 
provided by the marquis dn Gnast for the prisoners he had 
resolved to make in the battle. 

VOL. II. X 
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CHAP, intended to pass the Po. They took, besides 
^^^ an immense quantity of proTisions, some very 
costly armour, and money and plate of the 
value of upwards of three hundred thousand 
livres^ a supply which could hardly have come 
at a more seasonable moment, considering the 
destitute condition of the Fren<& army. The 
count d' Anguien sent Francte a valuable wateh, 
which had bel6nged to the marquis du Guast, 
and had beeri left in his. tent. The count's 
sister^ the duchess de Nevers, was commissioned 
by her brother to present this to the king, ^hich 
she did, and added, ^^ Sire, my broths has not 
been able to send you the marquis du Guast, 
who saved hitnself by the fleetness of his hoise ; 
but he sends you his watch, which, although it 
is very superb, was not quite so well mounted 
as its late master.^' (a) 

The imperialists suffered a dreadful loss of 
men in this engagement^ occasioned, as yi^ 
said^ by the inveterate ferocity of the Swiss, 
who pitilessly slaughtered all that fell within 
their reach. The whole number of the slain 
was estimated to amount to from twehe to 
fifteen thousand men on the side of the impe- 
ria1ist», while the French army did not lose more 
than two hundred^ a ftict which would appear 
almost incredible^ but that it is accomited for 
by the flight of the Spaniards, and the use which 
the ferocious Swiss made of their victory. The 
prisoners taken were two thousand five hundred 

(a) Brantome, Cap. lUust. Anguien. 
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lanz-knechts^ all of them Germans^ and about chap. 

six hundred Spaniards, amon^ whom theprin- !~ 

cipal officers were, Alisprand de Mandruzzo, 
who died soon afterwards of his wounds, (a) 
Don Raimond de Cardona, Mendoza^ and 
Charles di Gonzagua. On the side of the French 
Charles de Dros, who commanded the Italian 
foot^ and the colonel of ' the Gruyere Swiss, 
perished in the attempt to redeem their ho- 
nour from the disgrace which the flight, of their 
troops had cast upon them. Fran9ois d'Assier^ 
son of the celebrated Galiot de Genouilla^, died 
after the battle of his wounds. His £ither^ who 
had a misgiving of the fate which awaited him, 
had endeavoured to persuade him not to join 
the army ; but on d'As^er reminding hinir that 
his honour and his duty called him to be 
where his country's cause required his services, 
the old man withdrew his opposition, and bade 
him farewell, with a prophetic intimation that 
he should see him no more. 

Montluc redeemed the pledge he had given 
for himself and his comrades when he obtained 
the king's permission for the batde. He be- 
haved with great gallantry, and contributed as 
much as any other individual to the rictory. 

(a) Mandruzzo received his woand in a sihgle combat 
which he had proposed at the commencement of the fight to 
la Mole, a French captain. They rode at each other, and 
both received dreadful wounds. La Mole was struck just 
aboTe the eye, and died immediately. Mandruzzo*s cheek 
was cut through to his ear, and he was left for dead bn the * 
field, where he was afterwards found, and carried to Turin. 

x2 
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CHAP. The count d'Anguien ifvas so well satisfied with 
^'^ him that he thanked him on the field, and be- 
stowed on him the honour of knighthood, (a) 

gj^jjjjj"^ This victory produced the results which had 
been foretold, and revived the French cause, 
which had before been considerably depressed 
in Italy. D'Anguien immediately dispatched 
news of his success to the several courts of Italy, 
and by the prompt advantajge which he took of 
the change it produced in the public opinion, 
he succeeded in gaining many of those Italian 
princes who had hitherto remained neuter only 
because they did not know which side they 
could safely espouse. At Rome and elsewhere 
levies were made; Mirandola was fixed upon 
as the place for the assembling the recruits, and 
in a short time the count d^Anguien found bis 
army sensibly increased. The marquis du Guast 
on the other hand tried in vain to collect such 
a force as would enable him again to make head 
against the French general. 
CuigufBo Cariffnano could not hold out eflfectually after 

sumndcn. . 

the battle of Cerisolles^ but yet the inflexible 
determination of Pietro Colonna^ who com- 
manded there, and of his garrison, would not 
permit them to yield upon any but such terms 
as brave men might honourably subscribe to. 
The battle was fought on the 14th of April, and 
although they wei*e in want of all kinds of sup- 
plies, and suffering the most intolerable priva- 

(a) MSm. de Montluc, 1. ii. Belc&r., 1. xxiii. Da Bel- 
lay, I. z. 
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lions, they maintained their defence until the chap. 
26th of June following^ and occasionally ven- ^^^ 
tured to make sallies and. engage in skirmishes 
which did some mischief to their assailants. The 
miser}' to which the people were reduced may 
be best conceived from the &ct, that some of 
them^ women as well as men^ resorted to the 
desperate expedient of lowering themselves from 
the ramparts, and coming into the French camp 
to beg for food. At lengthy when it was impos- 
sible to resist further the pressure of famine^ 
Colonna assented to a capitulation^ on condi- 
tion that the soldiers should march out with 
their arms and baggage. The gates were then 
thrown open^ and a spectacle presented itself 
which would have inspired pity in the minds 
of the sternest conquerors* The soldiers were 
so worn out by famine and fatigue, that few of 
them were able to walk^ and must have perished 
by the road side, but for the charity of the 
French commander^ who provided them with 
carriages to transport them beyond the Adda, 
whither it had been stipulated they should re- 
tire. 

All the other places in Montferrat had been ^^^'v^'^ 
previously taken or yielded, and the count oontinae 
d'Anguien now redoubled his entreaties to pre- pscdmoitt! 
vRil upon the king to continue vigorously that 
campaign which had been so successfully begun. 
Francis at first seemed well disposed to comply 
with his request ; but the threatened attack of 
the emperor and the king of England, for which 
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c H AP. the preparations now appeared to be completed, 
^^^ and the advice of his council^ who thought the 



2tik>^^?^ safety of the country required all her military 

overruled force to bc ncsurer home, influenced him to re- 
in council, ' 

ril^ei cal the count and his army from Piedmont. In 
adopting this advice, Francis clearly abandoned 
his best interests. If he had persisted in follow- 
ing up his conquests in Italy at this period, the 
Milanese must, in all probability, have been his; 
and, at all events^ the danger which such a pro- 
ceeding would have occasioned to the emperor, 
must have diverted him from effectually prose- 
cuting his designs on France. . The reinfofte- 
ment which had been raised and collected at 
Miraudola, amounted to upwards of ten thou- 
sand men, and, under the command of Pietro 
Strozzi, was on its march to join the count d'An- 
guien, when it was encountered by the prince 
of Salerno, with the remnant of the army that 
had escaped from CerisoUes. An engagement 
ensued, in which Strozzi was defeated, without, 
however, maintaining any great loss ; and on 
bringing up his forces to the French army, he 
found that his efforts were rendered useless^ in 
consequence of the recall of the latter. Still 
although the order had been given, it was not 
immediately carried into execution. The count 
kept the footing he had gained in Piedmont ; he 
once more endeavoured to prevail on tiie king 
to send him some money for the payment of his 
troops, and resorted to every expedient which 
he and his officers could devise, to raise money 
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for the Swiss, who refused to march without chap. 
payment. All his resources were at length ex- ^'^ 
hausted^ and for this reason mainly it was, that 
he consented to enter into a truce with the mar- 
quis du Guast, by whom it was proposed^ for 
three months. The emperor and Francis readily 
ratified the agreement which their respective 
generals had made. The count withdrew re- 
luctantly from a country, the conquest of which 
appeared certain^ if he had been permitted to 
pursue it^ and brought his army into France to 
provide for the nation^s defence, while the mar- 
quis du Guast marched his troops towards the 
frontiers of Picardy and Champagne^ to aid the 
attack which the emperor was about to make on 
those provinces. 



CHAP. XX. 

Joint attack of the King of England and the Emperor 
— Henry lands in France — The Emperor^ $ progress 
— Besieges St. Dizier — The King of England 
attacks Boulogne and Montreuil — The Dauphin 
takes the command of the French army — Intrigues 
of the French Court — The Duchess d'Etampes eii- 
ters into a correspondence with the Emperor — St. 
Dixier is obtained through her treachery — The Em^ 
peror continues his march — Capture of d*Epemay 
and Chateau Thierry^ by means of the Duchess 
dTEtampes^s intelligence — The alarm of the Pari» 
sians — The judicious movement of the Dauphin 
checks the Emperor's march — Negociations for a 
Peace — Siege of Boulogne-^Boulogne is surrendered 
to the English King — Peace is concluded between 
the Emperor and Fratuns at Crespy — The Dauphin 
marches against the King of England, who garrisons 
Boulogne and retires — The Dauphin makes an t»» 
effectual attempt to recover Boulogne — Termination 
of the Campaign. 
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CHAPTER XX. 



Before Charles prepared to attack Francis 1544 
with the sword, he had resorted to that artful 
calumny which he had proved on former occa- 
sions to be a much more hurtful weapon, and 
had done all that was possible to lower his rival 
in the estimation of the other powers of Europe. 
By spreading the mere suspicion that the French 
king* was disposed to treat with Solyman he had 
formerly inspired a general distrust and jealotisy 
of him ; and now that the world had seen the 
actual result of their union^ that the flags of 
France and Turkey had waved together in an 
attack on the citadel of Nice^ that a French 
prince of the blood and the Mahometan corsair, 
whose mere name spread terror along the Italian 
shores, had been combined in the disgraceful 
object of wresting: from a Christian prince the 
last possession which the fortune of the war had 
left him, Charles found an ample field for his 
malignant declamations^ and denounced Fran* 
cis as the common disturber of Europe^ and as 
one who had made a compact for its destruction 
with its worst foe. The truth was exaggerated 
and misrepresented ; and where facts failed, the 
unprincipled ingenuity of the emperor and his 
agents supplied fictions^ which served their turn 
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CHAP, as well. Libels, fall of the most injurioos 
_ fidaehoods^ were scattered throughout Germany, 
Italy, and England ; and the imperial ministers 
at the seyeral courts were directed to follow up 
with their personal representations the impres- 
sion whidi the published statemaits were calcu- 
lated to excite to the prejudice of the French 
king. 

The success of these devices was much less in 
Italy than elsewhere. The Pope had determined 
to observe a strict neutrality^ and nothing could 
turn him from that resolution. He had the 
good sense to see that the emperor was infla- 
enced by no other feeUng than his insatiable 
ambition ; and the recent treaty which Charles 
had entered into with the king of England, a 
much more odious and formidable foe to Rome 
than Solyman, convinced him that his aflfect- 
ed veneration for religion was no more to be 
relied on than the other promises he had so 
often and so recklessly violated. The Vene- 
tians seemed for a moment disposed to hesitate ; 
but the able and energetic conduct of Jean de 
Montluc, bishop of Mayence, the brother of 
Blaise de Montluc, and who was then the French 
ambassador to the state, sufficed to place the 
policy of his country's government in its true 
light, and to convince the Venetian senate that 
the treaty with Solyman was consistent with 
good policy; and that^ so far from endanger- 
ing the peace of Europe, it would be its most 
eflfectual protection against the encroachments 
of the emperor^ while the religion and the com- 
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merce of Christendom would be in no degree chap. 
assailed. ^"^ 

At the diet which the emperor had convened 
at Spires, Charles's accusations were more suc- 
cessfully uttered. The princes of Germany, 
protestant as well as catholic^ saw imminent 
danger from the friendship between France 
and Turkey, and felt that if they should be ex- 
posed to a joint attack from these two powers 
nothing could save them. They, tlierefore^ 
entered with little hesitation into the empe- 
ror's design for weakening the power of France. 
Francis had foreseen this attempt on the part of 
Charles^ and had prepared to counteract, as 
veil as he mighty the effect of the emperor's 
misrepresentations. He had commissioned the 
cardinal du Bellay^ Olivier^ the president of the 
parliament of Paris, and Maillei^ bailiff of Di- 
jon, to represent him at the diet of Spires, and 
to make a full explanation of his intentions, 
and of the grounds of the present war, on which 
he was content to rely for a refutation of the 
emperor's accusations. The state of the coun- 
tries through which they had to pass made it 
unsafe for them to travel without proper protec- 
tion. To obtain this Francis sent a herald to 
Spires, and commissioned him also to deliver 
letters from Francis to the princes of the em- 
pire. Charles would not permit this officer to 
perform his errand. Immediately on his arrival 
his letters were taken from him; he was kept 
for some days so closely watched that it was 
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CHAP, impossible for him to communicate mih any 
^"^ other person than those who had the custody of 
him, and he was then sent to the frontier, where 
he was dismissed with an intimation that he 
might thank the emperor's clemency for bis 
life. The ambassadors, thus disappointed of their 
journey^ endeayoured to accompUsh its object 
by publishing in Francis's name an answer to the 
emperor^s libels, in which they contradicted everj' 
point that he had raised, and vindicated thcar 
monarch's conduct with great earnestness and in- 
genuity, but followed the vicioos example which 
Charles had set them so far as to violate thetruth 
wherever it would have £iiled to bear out their 
denial . (a) Their labours were, however, in vain ; 
the Germanic body had determined to side with 
the emperor. Their fears respecting Turkey 
had been too highly excited to permit them to 
listen to Francis's vindication^ and the fiivonr 
which Charles had for the first time evinced to- 
wards the reformed religion induced them to 
believe that they should be able to remove tiiat 
fruitful cause of dissension. The Swiss, by 
their fidelity on this occasion, made ample 
amends for some former faults. The princes of 
the diet had solicited them to join their side ; 
but the independent seti^tors of the canton re- 

(a) Although there are many statements in this document 
which arie wholly untrue, and the falsehood of which the mi- 
nisters must have known, the document is curious and inte- 
resting^, andy with referenoe to the purpose to which it was 
applied, an extremely able one. — Appendix, No. X. 
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plied, they were fully convinced of the French chap. 
king's honourable and pacific intentions, and ^"^ 
that so far from joining against him they had 
determined to assist him to the utmost of their 
power in the unjust war which the malice of his 
enemies had excited against him. (a) 

The avowed object of the treaty between the fa^ckVf'thc 
emperor and the king of England was the con- £^^t^^ 
quest of the whole kingdom of France, and its *"<f**>« 

^ o ' emperor. 

partition between them. Henry was to take 
possession of Normandy and Guyenne, and to 
assume the title of king of France, the emperor 
was to add nothing to his nominal dignities, 
but was to become master of the duchy of Bur- 
gundy in the south, and the provinces watered 
by the Somme towards the north. To execute 
this project it was agreed that the two monarchs 
should invade Prance simultaneously ; that they 
should inarch directly on Paris, vrithout stop- 
ing to take any intermediate places ; and having 
there combined their forces, that they should 
force the French king to a general engagement, 
or to desolate his country before his face, and to 
drive him out of it. If the stipulations oq either 
side had been as honestly performed as the plan 
was ably devised, the safety of France might 
have been endangered, but the temptatiotis which 
lay in \he way of the invading monarchs, were 
too powerful to be resisted. Each occupied 
himself in besieging the fortresses they passed, 

(a) Belcar., I. xxiii. Du Bellaj, I. z. Ck)inmeiit. de 
Montlucy I. ii. Le Feron. . 
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CHAE, and the delay that enaued vras not less favour- 
^^ able to Frauds, than the distrust which the new 
Henry alHes couoeiFed of each other. Henry .sailed 
Fmnce. from England with all that pomp and display, 
of which he was. so fond, and landed at Cslais 
with thirty thousand Englishmen. The counti 
de Buren and de Rouex joined him sqon after- 
wards, according to the emperor's promise, 
with a force of fifteen thousand men, which wafe 
to be at Henry's disposal. They encountered 
at first but little resiatanoe, Fmncis did not look 
upon Henry as his most formidable foe, but 
had sent the greatest part of his troops to oppose 
the emperor, who at the same time threatened 
Champagne, and he had taken no other precau- 
tion respecting Picardy, than that of placing gar- 
risons in Boulogne and some other of the moat 
important fortresses of that province. 
Theempe- The cmperor had begun his attack by takr 
gKM.^^ ing Luxembourg^ and thep entering Lorraine 
he made himself master of Commercy aur h 
Mouse and Ligny en Barrels^ either by surprise 
or by treachery ; then crossing the frontier of 
Champagne^ he stopped before the castle oi 
St Dizier, which he expected to surrender. 
Louis de Beuil, count de ^ancerre, had under^ 
taken its defence with the company of men si 
arms , belonging to the duke of Orleans, vrhose 
Betim lieutenant he was, and two thousand foot. Thi 
' place was an important one, because it com- 
manded the passage of the river, and its defence 
was therefore resolved upon, although it w« 
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badly »tuate, and the walls very imperfectJy chap. 
fortified. The emperor, who thought that such ^^ 
a force as it contained > would not venture to 
bold out against his army, sent to summon the 
place ; de Bueil replied, laconically, that the 
fortress contained no traitors, and that if he 
wanted it^ he must take it at his sword's point. 
Charles then laid siege to it in form, still 
believing that a few days must place it in his 
hands, (a) 

The king of England, who had heard of the Jj^^^ 
emperor's success at Luxembourg^ and who JSSf*** 
believed he might achieve for himself a similar •ndMSm- 
triumph, determined to lay siege to Boulogne 
and Montreuil, the first of which he undertook 
in person, and entrusted the second to the duke 
of Norfolk and the imperial generals. Charles 
uiged him, in vain, by his envoys, to proceed 
towards Paris. Tlie obstinate king had set his 
mind on taking Boulogne, and persisted in his 
resoliition, although it occupied him more than 
two months, at a period when the common 
interests required that he should have been 
otherwise employed, (b) 

Francis had entrusted the command of the TiMdmii. 
army, with which he had prepared to repel this um com- 
invasion, to the dauphin, and had associated thePmicii 
with him the admiral d'Annebaut. The king had *™^' 
advised his son to encamp on the banks of the 
Mame, to keep that river between himself and 

(a) Belcar., 1. xxiv. Du Bellay, I. x. 
{b) Lord Herbert. Stow, 585. 
VOL. II. Y 
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CHAF. the imperialists, to dispute the passage when* 
_ ever they should attempt it ; but, above ali 
thingSt he enjoined him to avoid a general 
engagement. The dauphin punctually obeyed 
him. He pitched his camp at Jallon^ and the 
most important object being to relieve St. 
Hizi&rj which was now hardly pressed, he sent 
Brissac with a detachment of two thousand foot 
to post himself at Vitry, so as at once to cut off 
the supplies from the imperial camp, and to 
threaten it with an attack in ease the enemy should 
assault the fortress. Brissac executed his com- 
mission so effectually^ that the imperialists de- 
termined to dislodge him, and sent three several 
detachments, each much larger than his own 
force^ to effect this purpose, when, finding he 
could not withstand them, he retreated in good 
order^ keeping his face to the enemy, and 
making several successful charges on his par- 
suers, until he reached the French camp. St. 
I^ier still held out, the garrison made frequent 
sa^lies^ which were attended vrith great loss 
on bolh sidefi. In one of these captain la Lande, 
who had so successfiiUy defended Landreci in 
the preceding year, v?as killed by a cannon- 
ball^ and in another the imperialists lost the 
young prioce of Orange. Some days afterwards, 
an assault was made by the emperor's express 
orders, which lasted from nine o'clock in the 
morning until four in the aftwnoon ; the best 
troops in the army, German as well as Spanish, 
were employed in this attack. They made three 
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distioct attempta^ each of which was entirely chap. 
repulsed, and at length they retreated with the ^^' 
loss of eight hundred men, (a much greater 
number having been wounded,) and in such 
disorder, that they left behind them a quantity of 
powder, of which the garrison was in great want 
The French lost thirty or forty gendarmes, and 
about two hundred foot. The count de San- 
cerre was severely wounded in the face, by the 
fragments of his sword, which was broken in his 
hand by a cannon-shot. The emperor sent on 
the following day to offer him honourable terms 
of capitulation ; but Sancerre, who knew the 
importance of detaining the emperor, deter- 
mined tq^ continue the defence; and, lest the 
garrison should be induced to capitulate, he 
refused to permit the entrance of the imperial 
herald. Tlie breach made on the preceding 
day,- was effectually repaired during the night, 
and the imperialists, despairing of gaining the 
place by assault, began to mine the wall. 
Although their undertaking was carried on 
with great secrecy, it did not escape the vigi- 
lance of the defenders, who in a sally at night 
scoured the trenches from one end to the other, 
killed and wounded the greater part of the 
Spaniards whom they found there, destroyed 
their works, and took the pioneers prisoners, 
from whom they learnt the enemy's plans. The 
count d'Amande, at the same time, had taken 
up, a position at Stenay, where he executed the 
design that Brissac had attempted ; and, at the 

y3 
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CHAP, head of a detachment of light cavalry^ siicces- 

^^ fully attacked the imperial foraging parties^ ajad 

frequently cut oil* conToys of proTifiions. 

I'he emperor, convinced that St Dizier f»s 
not to be taken by force, determined to await 
the effect of famine, and remained, therefore, in 
his camp, in the expectation that he Bhould in- 
<luce the dauphin to give him battle. The 
policy of remaining on the defensive i^i^as, how- 
•ever, so clear^ that the prince could not be in- 
duced to depart from it ; and Francis, who 
might, with another part of his army^ have 
attacked the emperor in his camp^ thought that 
the exigencies of his kingdom, and particularly 
the protection of Paris, v?hich might be siud to 
be in ilanger, required him to adopt the same 
cautious system of forbearance. That plan of 
defence, which had preserved Provence in 1696, 
was now resorted to for the protection of Cham- 
pagne ; a coincidence which naturally led men's 
minds to the remembrance . of Montmorenci, 
that illustrious general who bad successfully 
conducted the former campaign, and who now 
wasted in inglorious retirement those fecukies, 
of which his country was in the greatest need. 
The dauphin felt this so strongly^ that he sob- 
cited of Francis the return of his old military 
tutor to his proper place at the head of the army. 
The king, who had abated none of the jealousy 
wittch be had conceived as well of his son as of 
his disgraced constable, not only refused to listen 
M the request, but expressed his refusal in terms 



court. 
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of undeserved severity towards the dauphin, chap: 
and of stern reproof against those by whom ^"^- 
he suspected he had been urged to make this re- 
quest. That fatal court influence, which had 
first occasioned, still continued the unmerited 
disgrace of the constable ; and it would have 
been well for the interests of France if it had 
been no more powerfully or disastrously exerted 
than on this occasion. 

The two factions of the dauphin and of the intggue. 
duke of Orleans, or, as they might be more pro- Fr^,ch 
perly called, of the duchess d'Etampes and of 
Diane de Poictiers, had become stronger, more 
violent, and more irreconcilable than ever. It 
was for no affection she bore the duke of Or- 
leans that the duchess d^Etampes bad induced 
Francis to favour his party in the most marked 
manner. She saw the king's health declining 
90 rapidly that she could not doubt the time was 
fast approaching when she must resign that so- 
vereign sway she had so long exercised. This 
had determined her to procure, if it were possi- 
ble, an independent establishment for the duke 
of Orleans out of the kingdom, where she might, 
on the king's death, hope to find an asylum 
against the persecution she had deserved well 
enough to dread, and against the not less bit- 
ter mortification of witnessing her rival's tri- 
umph. This induced her to urge Francis to 
put an end to the war by accepting the teriios 
which the emperor had formerly offered, and 
to which he was still ready io adhere. They 
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CHAP, wete to confer on the duke of Oileans the in« 
^ ^^' yestiture of the Milanese or of the Low Codu- 
tries, on two conditions; the first, that the 
prince should marry either the niece or the 
daughter of the emperor ; and the second, that 
tlie ceded territory should never be united to 
the French monarchy. The last was a stipula- 
tion to :which Francis would not consent, and 
the duchess, having in vain attempted to change 
his resolution, resorted, with the reckless pro- 
fligacy of a court &vourite, to the most culpable 
^^j„. means of gaining her point. Through the 
tal^ra- agency of the count de Longueval, a fit instra- 
S" n* ™^^* ^^ ^^^ ^^ enterprise, she unhesitatingly 
fheMn^^ engaged in a treasonable correspondence with 
"»'• the emperor, whom she informed of the propo- 
siticMis which were, made and the resolutions 
which were from time to time adopted by the 
council of war. The first injurious effect 
which this treacherous intelligence produced to 
Francis was that it su^ested to the emperor a 
St DUier schcmc for reducing St. Dizier. A drummer 
hy'hl!^ had been sent to the imperial camp to propose 
treachery, ^y^^ exchangc of souic prisoncrs : as he was re- 
turning, a stranger, who pretended to be a spy, 
accosted him, and with api afiectation of gr^ 
mystery, thrust a packet into his hand, which 
came, he said, from the duke de Guise, the go* 
vemor of the province, and was to be deliver- 
ed to the count de Sancerre. The drummer 
brought the letter to Sancerre, who discovered 
that it was written in the cypher used by the 
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duke de Guise, and of which he had the key. chap. 
It was read in council^ and purported to be an ^^' 
order by which the duke enjoined the com- 
mandant to surrender the garrison upon the 
best terms he could make, for that it was in 
vain to expect succour. A difference of opi« 
nion ensueid at the council. Some of the offi- 
cers were for disobeying this conmiand^ but the 
losses and privations they had suffered adt length 
induced the majority to yield to its suggestion^ 
and it was determined to capitulate. This 
supposed letter from the duke de Guise was, in 
feet, the febrication of the imperial chancellor 
Granvella, to whom the duchess d' Etampes had 
communicated the duke de Guise's cypher. 
The imperialists endeavoured at first to avail 
themselves of this unworthy device to impose 
hard conditions on the garrison^ but the manner 
in which the proposition vrai met convinced 
them that they had mistaken the spirit that ac-^ 
tuated the defenders, and it vras at length a- 
greed, that they should remain twelve days in 
the place to wait for succours^ when, if none 
should arrive, the garrison should be at liberty 
to march out at mid-day with their arms^ bag- 
gage, and their four best pieces of artillery, and 
with drums beating and flags displayed. 

The emperor then continued his march along The empe- 
the Mame, and passing between Chalons and n^^u 
Notre Dame de I'Epine, he encamped opposite '^*^^' 
the dauphin, with the river between them. Some 
skirmishes took place between the advanced 
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parties on ddier ude, but st^l the dauphin re- 
strained the natural desire be lelt to encounter 
the euemy, and persevered in the vigilant cau- 
tion which the king had enjoined. Charles 
was extremely desirous of paaaing the Mame ; 
and the count de Furstemberg^ who was well 
acquainted with the country, having served for 
many years in France, although he had now 
espoused the imperial side, (a) undertook to point 
out a ford at about a league below Chalons. In 
order to be quite sure of its safety, he determined 
to make a personal trial of it, and chose the 
night for this purpose. He had crossed tbe 
river, and reached the further side, when the 
French guard, who had watched hb movements, 
seized, and carried him off. He was imme- 
diately recognized in the French camp, and soit 
thence to the Bastille, whence, after some time, 
he was released, upon paying a very heavy ran- 
som. His capture frustrated the proposed pas- 
sage of tbe Marne, and the emperor found the 
difficulty of obtaining supplies so great, that, 
dreading lest a fate similar to that which he 
had encountered in Provence should again befidl 
him, he deliberated upon retiring towards the 
Low Countries. 

The same mischievous agency which had se- 
cured for him at St. Dizier a triumph, which his 
arms could never have won, was again employed 
to advance his interests, and to ruin those of 
France. The dauphin had laid waste tbe conn- 

(fl) Appendix, No. XII. " 
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try adjacent to the Mame^ bat had first care^ chap. 
fuUj collected all the provisions the neighbour- . ^"^ 
hood afforded, and had deposited them in the 
garrisoned towns. His most considerable ma* 
gazines were at d'Epemay, and at Chateau 
Thierry ; and fearing that d'Epemay would 
not be able to hold out against an attack, he 
sent an officer with a detachment to break the 
bridge^ to carry ofi* such of the provisions as he 
could, and to destroy or throw the rest into the 
river. The duchess d'Etampes, who would un- 
hesitatingly have sacrificed the very existence of 
the nation to her own selfish schemes^ and who 
saw their destruction in the retreat of the em- 
peror^ apprised him of the dauphin's intention. 
By means of her emissary, Longueval, she con- 
trived to have the officer sent to Epemay de- 
layed on the road, and amused with some 
frivolous pretext so as to afibrd the emperor 
time to surprise the place ; while at the same 
time another detachment of his army took Cha- 
teau Thierry, and he thus became master of the 
supplies on which the French army chiefly re- 
lied^ and without which his own could not have 
advanced. 

The alarm which this event occasioned The alarm 
throughout the country^ and more particularly Paiuaiia. 
at Paris, increased the distress and danger to 
an extraordinary height. The terrified people 
fancied that nothing could prevent the em- 
peror's march upon their city. Persons who 
had fled to the capital for refuge now hastened 
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CHAP, to Rouen and Orleans as places of greater safety. 
_ As these people carried with them all such of 
their wealth as was portable, they presented 
great temptations to the needy and dissolute, 
whose numbers the unsettled drcomstances of 
the times had greatly increased. Regularly or- 
ganized bands of robbers were formed^ who 
plundered without check on the high roads, and 
who> in order to avoid detection and punish- 
ment, assumed the uniform of the emperor's 
soldiers. 

The news of these complicated disasters fell 
heavily upon Francis, whose bodily ailments 
rendered him less able to bear the mortification 
that now assailed him. (a) Although he had 
been long confined to his chamber by illness, be 
found it necessary to exert himself to calm the 
consternation which had seized on his Parisian 
subjects. He rode through the streets accom- 

(a) While bis mistress was employed in betrajing him and 
bis eoantry, his amiable and g^entle sister, the queen of 
Nayarre, was unremitting in her attention to him, and 
sought by her afiectionate assiduities to mitigate his griefs. 
Francis bad a dread, amounting to horror, of seeing the em- 
peror before Paris. Brantome gives a striking instance of 
this in relating Francises alarm for Paris on hearing of the 
surrender of St. Dizier. He exclaimed at 6rst, *' Ah 1 men 
Dieu, que tu me Tends cber mon royaume !*' Puis dit i la 
reine de Nararre : ** Ma Mignonne (car ainsi Tappeloit-il) 
a11ez-Tons-en i T^glise d complies, et li pour moi &ites 
priire 4 Dieu, que puisque son vouloir est tel d*aimer et 
favoriser Pempereur plus que moi, qu^l le fasse au moins 
sans que je le voie camp£ devant la principale Tille de mon 
royaume.** 
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panicd by the duke de Guise, and assured the chap. 
people that there was no present cause for ap- ^"^ 
prehension, adding^, *'' If you will only protect 
yourselves from your fears, I will undertake to 
defend you from the enemy .^' This timely ap- 
pearance of the king, his gracious and afiabk 
manner, and the confidence with which he as- 
sured them of their safety^ restored in a great 
measure the public tranquillity. But it was by The jndi- 
the prompt and able exertions of the dauphin, m^e- 
that the imminent danger was eiFectuaily averts Sb^dLa- 
ed. As soon as he learned that his magazines ^^Ickt the 
were captured^ he broke up his camp at Jallon, ^h?'* 
and even at the hazard of a battle determined 
to stop the progress of the emperor. He march- 
ed to Fert^ sous Jouare^ some leagues below 
Chateau Thierry, where he again encamped his 
army^ strengthened the garrison of Meaux, and 
in all haste dispatched de Lorges with a force 
of eight thousand foot, and four hundred gen- 
darmes to the relief of Paris^ with which that 
officer took up a position at Lagny, and formed 
another barrier to the emperor^s progress. 

A series of remonstrances and persuasions 
bad been during the same period in ineffectual 
progress between the emperor and the king of 
England. Each of them had pursued his &r 
Tourite plan — ^the emperor at St. Dizier, and 
Henry at Boulogne and Montreuil ; and each 
sought to cast upon the other the blame of not 
having proceeded to Paris, which they affected 
to believe would have insured the success of their 
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CHAP, design. False as these pretences were on botb 
sides, they evinced the emperor's inclination to 
put an end to the war. Notwithstanding the 
supplies he had captured by means of the du- 
chess d'Etampes's information, he experienced 
daily the difficulty of providing for tlie subsis- 
tence of his army in a country so hostile and so 
well defended as France. His progress hitherto 
had been marked by no considerable successes, 
and even those which he had gained were pur- 
chased at an immense cost. His army was at- 
tacked by sickness, and he himself was suffering 
under a violent fit of the gout. The intracta- 
bility of the English king had filled his mind 
with disappointment and distrust ; the late un- 
looked-for movement of the dauphin had baffled 
his hopes when he thought them nearest their 
completion. Under feelings of excessive morti- 
fication, and with a body exhausted by fatigue, 
he retired to Soissons, where he sought a short 
repose in the abbey of St. Jean des Vignes. 

Ncgoeift- From the commencement of the war, nego- 
*^ ' ciations meaning little on either side, but affect- 
ing to tend towards a peace, had been kept up 
between Francis and Charles. The intrigues of 
the emperor and her own sordid interests had 
insured the co-operation and influence of the 
duchess d'Etampes to the side of Charles, but 
the contrivances of that restless courtesan weut 
further, and she had prevailed upon Granvella, 
the emperor's chancellor, to favour her peculiar 
views. Martin de Gusman, a Dominican monk 
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in the abbey of Sobsons, and a relative of the chap. 
emperor's confessor^ was employed by the du- ^"^ 
chess to assist in disposing Charles to a paci- 
fication. The state of his circumstances, and 
the present temper of his mind^ disposed him to 
listen to the suggestions, and the conferences in 
form were entered into for a treaty of peace. 
D'Annebaut and the French chancellor were 
the commissioners nominated by Francis, and 
Ferdinand da Gonzagua and Granvella^ by 
Charles. The emperor would fain have kept 
this treaty secret from his English ally ; but, 
learning that Francis had solicited him to send 
ministers to the conference, Charles found it 
necessary to apprise him of his intention^ and to 
invite him to join in effectuating them. 

The French envoy found the English mon- siege or 
arch engaged in person at the siege of Boulogne. ®**''"^*"** 
That garrison was commanded by Vervin, a 
young man who had neither the courage nor abi- 
lity for so important a trust. Captain Corse, the 
second in command, was however a brave officer 
of great experience^ and directed and encounged 
the efforts of the besi^ed so effectually, that they 
determined to hold out^ notwithstanding the 
overwhelming force that was opposed to them. 
The duke de Venddme^ at the same time^ with a 
small but well-chosen body of gendarmes^ was 
<M>nstantly hovering about the besieging force^ 
harassing them by unexpected attacks^ and fre- 
quently intercepting their convoys of provi- 
sions. Still the English had the command of 



884 THB LIFB AND TIMES 

CHAP, ihe aea, and so effectually prevented all rdief 
^"^ on that Bide, that it appeeured certain the place 
could not much longer hold out. Corse was 
killed in an asBault, and the garrisoa haviDg 
lost in him its best defence^ Henry's hopes of 
taking it amounted almost to a certainty. When, 
therefore, die French envoys arrived on their 
pacific mission, Henry evaded receiving tb^n ; 
and, under the pretext of providing them with 
convenient quarters, requested them to take up 
their residence in the castle of Hardelot, while 
he pressed the si^e of Boulogne with the ut- 
most vigour. Vervin's timidity and embarrass- 
ment had so much increased upon the death of 
CSorse, that he was eager to effect a capitula- 
tion on almost any terms. Without consulting 
eidier the garrison or the citizens of the place, 
he agreed to surrender the fcnrtress^ on condi- 
tion that all its inhabitants should be at liberty 
to withdraw, whither they might choose ; leaT- 
iDg, however^ the artillery and their provisions 
behind them. The indig^nant citizens refused 
at first to mtify this capitulation, and the mayor 
of the city told Vervins he might retire whither 
he would, and that they would undertake the 
Boulogne dcfenco of the place without his asastance. On 
u^D^iih ^ following night, a violent storm came on, 
unf. which did great damage to the. English camp, 
destroyed the works they had tiirown up, over- 
turned their tents, and flooded the place in 
which they had stationed themselves, so that 
they could not maintain it. This confirmed the 
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citizens in their detertnination to resist, but chap. 
Vervin^ although no hostages had been given, ^^ 
nor treaty signed, affected to consider himself 
bound in honour to fulfil the stipulations which 
had been proposed^ and either through fear or, 
as was suspected, through treachery, gave up the 
place to the English king, (a) Henry then deter- 
mined to- be no party to a peace which must de- 
prive him of the possession of a place he had 
taken such great pains to win, and apprised 
Charles of his intention ; at the same time re- 
fusing to see the French envoys. (6) 

The news of the capitulation of Boulogne Petceit 
disposed Francis more tiban ever to put an end between 
to the war with the emperor. Tlie conferences Uro?!lnd 
which bad been for some time delayed, were c^//^ 
renewed. Francis instructed his ambassador to 
conclude^ upon any terms, and at length the 
peace was concluded at Crespy en Laonnois, on 
the 18th of September. The conditions were^ ^^^ 
that the duke of Orleans should marry either 
Mary of Austria, the emperor's eldest dau^ter,or 
the second daughter of the king of the Romans^ 
and the selection of one of these two ladies was 
to be lefi, not to the proposed husband^ but to 
the emperor: that the duke should receive with 

(a) VenriD, althoagh he escaped for the present the pn- 
nishmeat he deserred, was overtaken hy it in the ensaiiig 
reign. He was tried for the surrender of Botdog^e, by order 
of Henri II., and sentenced to be beheaded. —Da Bellay, 
L X. Sleidan, 1. xiii. 

(b) Stew, 587. Herbert, 245. Belcar., L xxiv. Rym, 
JFffd,, t. XT. p. 52. 
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OHAF. het tke Mikneie, or ebe the Low CooMtrie^ 
"• with the duchy* of Bui^guMly and '4ie* county of 

; and thai 'Ae cboiee ef these dovftieii 



should also be -mde by tfie emperor: llMttn 
ease hei shoiikl detenonnie to eede-the MifaneBe, 
be should retain in his own hands the castiM df 
Milan and Cremona, until male issue of the 
marriage should be bom: that if the primess 
should die without issue^ the duchy diould re* 
reil; to the emperor, saring always saeh title as 
the king might have to it : that if Charles should 
cede the Low Countries, then the king tAioM 
relinquish for ever all claim that he or Ms suc- 
cessors might have to the Milanese : thst as 
soon as the duke of Orleans should be in' the 
possession of either one otr the otiier 6f these 
territories^ Francis should give up to the dttke 
of Savoy all that he had taken from him^ and 
Steoay to the duke of Lorraine, who had tiass- 
ferred it to the French monarchy contrary, as 
the 'emperor insisted, to the feudal laws of the 
empire, which precluded its alienation: (bat 
the king should keep Pignerol and Montmeg*- 
liano until the duke of Orleans should be in 
possession of the castles of Milan and Cremona; 
and^ lastly, that all which had been taken by the 
king or by the onperor from the other, since 
the treaty of Nice, should^ be mvtuaJly restored. 
Berides these provisions, which were wholly 
confined to the proposed marriage of the dul^e 
of Orleans, it was agreed between the monarehs 
that Francis should not interfere either in per- 
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90O, or by his aims^ with the qaarvel that sub- 
sisted between the emperor and the king of- 
NaTsrre, relative to the dominions of the latter, 
but (Hily exert himself to suggest such terms of 
amicable adjustment as might arrange the dif- 
ferences between them ; and that all matters in 
dispute with the king of England, should be 
referred by Francis to the arbitrement of the 
emperor, (a) 

The whole of such benefit as might be de- 
rived from this treaty, even if it had been punc- 
tually executed, tended to the personal aggran- 
disement of the duke of Orleans. The dauphin, 
who saw it with natural dissatisfaction and jea- 
lousy, adopted a measure^ common at that pe- 
riod^ but which could never have been of much 
eflect. He signed a formal protest^ at Fontaine- 
bleau, on the 12th of December, in which he im- 
peached the whole of the treaty, and which was 
attested by the duke de Vend6me, and the counts 
d'Aumale and d^Anguien. (6) As the losses since 
the treaty of Nice, had been much greater on the 
side of the emperor than of Francis, that part of 
the arrangement which related to them was to be 
carried into immediate effect ; and to insure this, 
the duke de Guise, Sanguin, cardinal de Meu- 
don, the count de Laval and la Hunandaye, 
the son of the admiral, accompanied the emperor 
as hostages to Brussels. The admiral went 

(a) Recueil de 7Vatfe«, t. ii. Dn Bellay, I. x. Belcar., 

1. XZIT. 

[b) Ribier., t. i. 

VOL. II. Z 
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CHAP, afterwards to the latter city to procure Charks's 
"' signature to the treaty. He found him suffering 
so sharp kn attack of the gout, that it was with 
great difficulty he could write at all. ** See,'* 
said Charles, '* the price I pay for glory, and 
behold in my present crippled condition, a 
more effectual guarantee for my pacific inten- 
tions than all th^ signatures to all the treaties 
you could devise* How can I wield a sword 
who am unable even to hold a pen ?** (a) 

SlThin ^^ ^^^^ *^ ^^ ^^ executed the treaty, the 
marches empcror ordered the counts de Buren and Roeux, 

Rframti the ■- , . - •> • 

king of ^o were carryinsr on the sieg^e of Montreuil, in 

England, , , • i ■ « » ? m.T /• n • i 

who gam- conjunction with the duke of Norfolk^ to witn- 

logne, and draw ffom that enterprise, and to disband dieir 

** *■ troops. Francis had now, therefore, no other 

invading foe than the English monarch. The 

dauphin marched to the relief of Montreuil; 

upon which, Henry, having lost the assistance of 

his late allies, and being unable to encounter 

such a force as that which the dauphin brought 

against him, determined to raise the siege; 

he, therefore, disposed of a part of his army in 

garrisoning the fortress of Boulogne, of which 

he appointed lord Lisle the commandant, and 

retreated with the rest to Calais, whence he 

embarked for England. 

pwn maei The dauphin made an effort to recover Bou- 

riISd"at^" logne, and as there were somie large breaches 

I^Ter^ ™ *^® ^^^^ which the English had not had time 

^*^^' (a) Gaillard adds ahrewdlj, '< Cette gi^aolie ^toil assez 
foible : on n'a pas toujours la goutte; d'aiUeurs les rois ont 
tant de bras !*' 1. ti. c. 6. 
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to repair, his . enterprise was near succeeding, chap. 
The vigour and alertness of the defenders, and ^"^ 
some negligence on the part of the assailants 
defeated the attempt. They had taken a part 
of the lower town^ which the soldiery stopped to 
plunder instead of pursuing their advantage. 
The English then made a sally, whicli took them 
somewhat by surprise^ and although the French 
had the advantage in numbers^ they were driven 
out with considerable loss. Fouquessolles, who 
led the expeditiou, was killed, and de Thais, the 
second in command, badly wounded with an 
arrow. Montluc, who was engaged in this 
affair^ received four bolts in his buckler and 
armour, which, he says^ he carried to his quarters 
for his share of the booty taken at Boulogne. 
The dauphin after this retired, having strength- Tenmna- 
ened the garrison of Montreuil by way of check aunpaign. 
to that of Boulogne, and thus the campaign for 
the season terminated, (a) 

(a) Montlac*8 accoant of this aflGiir is extremeljr amunnf^. 
He is sorely perplexed between his reluctance to admit that 
his party was defeated and the necessity of telling the truth* 
The complacency with which he speaks of his knowledge of 
English is irresistible. " Tout i nn coup Toici une grande 
troupe d*Anglois qui venoient, la teste baiss^e, droit A nons 
qui estions deyant Tdglise, et en la rue ioignant iicelle, crianty 
* Fuhoy goeht^ there V c*est i dire, ' Qui va la ?' Je leur re- 
spoodis en Anglois, *Afrind^ qfrind :* qui vent dire» < Amis, 
amis;* car de toutes les langoesqui se sont mesMes parmy 
nous, i*ai apprins quelqnes mots, et passablement PItalien et 
TEspagnol; cela m*a par fois serui. Conune ces Anglois 
eurent fait d*autres demandes, et que je fus an bout de mon 
Latin, lis ponrsniirirent en criant, * Quil/ Q«t7 / Quii /' c'est 
A dire, •Tue! Tue! Tuel*" 

z 2 
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Naval expedition agaimt England-^Siaie of ike 
French navy — Francis impectM Aw Jleei — Los$ of 
Le Carraquon — The Jleei sails for England — Ope- 
raiions on ihe English shores — The French land on 
ike coasi of Sussex — and on ihe Isle of Wighi — 
The French Jleei returns — The execution of Ca^ 
britres and Merindol — Francis endeavours io re* 
take Boulogne^^The count d^Aumale is dangerously 
woundedr-The French attack ihe Ttrre cf'Oye— 
Francis opposes ihe passage of the Germans-^Ths 
siege of Boulogne is continued — Negodations for a 
peace with England — the peace is concludedr^ 
Death of ihe duke of Orleans — Consequences of 
his death — The emperor refuses io Ju^U ihe treaty 
of Crespy — Francis fortifies his frontier towns. 
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FRA.NCIS having, by the treaty of Crespy, i*^- 
quieted the most troublesome of his foes, di- v^m^' 
rected all his energies towards encountering the ^i£d. 
enemy that remained, and whom he hoped to 
drive out of his realm. The capture of Bou- 
logne, besides the practical inconvenience and 
injury which it worked, was such a disgrace to 
the French arms, as neither the king nor his 
subjects could quietly endure. The place was 
however so strong, that while it was succoured 
from the sea by the English navy, there was no 
chance of retaking it ; and Francis, who had 
been sedulously employed for some time past in 
increasing his maritime force, resolved upon a 
naval expedition, and either to encounter the 
English fleet on the seas, which they had made 
almost their own empire, or to withdraw them 
from his coasts by attacking theirs. 

The office of admiral, which d'Annebaut held, state of 
now became something more than a mere title mtj ""*^ 
of dignity. The fleet was assembled at Havre, 
and was found to consist of one hundred and 
fifty round ships, as vessels of war were then 
called, and of sixty of a smaller rate. The baron 
de la Garde, who, before his successful expedi- 
tion to Constantinople, and his other services. 
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c H A F. had been known hy the wore olncur^ appellatioft 
^™' of captain Paulin^ conuaaDded the Wag's gal- 
leys at Marseilles, and vras ordered to repair with 
them to Havre. These vessels, which were coq>- 
monly used only on the shores of the Mediter* 
ranean, were very ill adapted for such a voyage 
as that they now made, and which they never- 
theless performed very successfully^ Some ca- 
racks were furnished by the state of Genoa; 
but they were unfortunately lost at the mouth 
of the Seine, for want of pilots who were ac- 
quainted with the navigation of the place. 
6th July. The king went in person to Havre, to iospect 
r^u'hu' this armament, and made it the occasion of a 
^^ splendid festival, at which several of the ladies of 
the court and the principal nobles were preseirt. 
He had given orders for a banquet to be 
prepared on board the largest and best of bis 
ca^i^u^. ships, Le Carraquon, of eight hundred tons 
burthen, carrying one hundred great guns, and, 
moreover, an excellent sailer. It was said by an 
author of that day, that she wajii like a fortress in 
the water, the defence of all the other ships in the 
fleet, and that she bad nothing to fear but rocks 
and Are. Thelatter was her destruction. While 
the king and his court were on board, the fire in 
the kitchen caught some part of the ship, and 
spread with frightful rapidity. Francis and bis 
companions were hastUy put on shore, and 
every exertion made to arrest the progress of 
the flames ; but in vain. There was only jwst 
time to remove a large sum of money, which 



OF fTRANCtS tHB F1R9T. 945 

had been provided for the payment of the fleet, chaf. 
and to get the other ships outjof the reach of the ^"^' 
guns, some of which were loaded,JJwhenj; Le 
Carraquon blew up ; and, notwithstanding the 
precautions that had been taken^ did consider- 
able damage. 

The admiral put to sea, and arrived on the J^,*^^* 
ISth of Jul J, at the Isle of Wight, where he EngUnd. 
anchored in sight of the English fleet, which 
consisted of sixty ships. The baron de la Garde 
was sent upon a reconnoitring expedition with 
four of his s\viftest gulleys, and approached near 
enoQg^h to see the number and position of the 
English ships, wiiich lay between the island and 
the town of Portsmouth. Before he had finished 
his inspection, fourteen of the smaller English 
ships quitted the port, for the purpose of inter- 
cepting him, and it was with some difliculty^ 
that, by dint of rowing, he escaped. The whole 
of the English fleet, under the command of 
Dudley, viscount Lisle, soon afterwards came 
out from the harbour, and began to caimonade 
the French ships, in the hope of bringing them 
to a closer engagement. D'Annebaut, however, 
knew too little of the coast to run so great a 
risk, notwithstanding the great superiority of 
his force, and the English admiral, finding his 
purpose had failed, withdrew his ships behind 
an extensive sandbank, which forbade the ap- 
proach of the enemy. The French admiral had opemtions 
the misfortune to lose another of his best ships. giuhcowL 
The money which had been saved from Le Car- 
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cuAF. raquon, bad been put <jn board la Miutresse, 
^°"' the vesad Bext in aize.to L» Carraquoot ^ii 
where d' Annebaut had resolved to fix his quar- 
ters, when it was discoyered that die had sprung 
a leak. The money waa got out ; but the ship 
was found to be wholly unfit for service, and 
was sent to Havre to be repaired. 

Oa the fdUiowing day the French admiral 
det^mined to make ano&er effort to provoke the 
English to an engagement. He divided his fleet 
into three bodies, placed himself in the centre, 
committed the several side squadrons to Boutieres 
and the baron de Curton, and took advantage 
of the tide to approach the English ships so 
nearly, that he could reach theni with his guns. 
Henry had come in person to Portsmouth, and 
he h»l now the mortification of seeing his flag 
braved by a triumphant enemy. The French 
guns were so well served, that after a short 
time^ the Mary Rose, a fine ahip carrying seven 
hundred men, was sunk before the king's face, 
and the Great Henry, the English admiral's 
vessd, was in some danger. This was hovr- 
ever the tamination of the triumph of the 
French ; the tide turned almost immediately 
afterwards^ and the English ships taking ad- 
vantage of it, bore dovra so resolutely on the 
enemy, that they compelled them to retreat. 
The prior of Capua^ a brother of Pietro Strozzi^ 
who commanded a squadron of galleys, assisted 
the retreat of the French larger sbips^ by an- 
noying their pursuers, and lord Lisle, satisfied 
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with having repulsed them, recaHed his TOSids, chap. 
and resumed the inaccessible position he had at ^^^ 
first taken up. 

D'Annebaut resolved, since he found it ira- The 
possible to bring the English ships here to an und on the 
engagement, to make a descent on the coasts sunez. 
which he thought must have the eflfect of draw*- 
ing them out, when his own superiw force woidd 
in ail probability insure him a victory. With 
this view he dispatched a part of his force to the 
coast of Sussex^ where they effected a landings 
wholly unopposed by the English king, who» 
satisfied with the precautions he had taken for 
the defence of every important point on the 
coast, left the French vessels to burn unmo- 
lested the fishermen's huts at Brighton and New 
Haven, after which notable exploit they returned 
to Portsmouth, (a) The admiral then held a 
council^ in which the practicability of attacking 
the English ships at their mocnings was de- 
bated. The pilots and all the more experienced 
of the naval officers at once pronounced against 
it ; but d' Annebaut^ who had promised himself 
such a victory as had never before been gained 
at sea by the arms of his nation^ was not satis- 
fied until an actual experiment had been made. 
Some boats were sent to reconnoitre by night, 
and particularly to ascertain the depth of the 
water which covered the sand-bank. Their 
report ccmvinced him that it was absolutely 
necessary to relinquish his design. 

(a) Stow, p. &80. 
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CHAP. H^ then determined to eiftdf n Unditig' Of» 
xxi^ Ae Isle of Wigtit, itild ibr thib pUtpote ditided 
Lwidon his force into three bodies, one of ifWch Mm 
^^ghL ^ commanded by Pietro Strosei, another by the 
sieur de Thais and the bdron de la GtiUrd^ 
and the third by the captabid Marsai nsA 
Pierrebon. Their sacces* was equal to tbefr 
best expectations^ for the pradent pneeaotioM 
of the English had withdrawn from lbs idhtnd 
at once all who wonld have defended it, and 
all that it possessed worth defending^, A fe# 
soldiers who had l)een left them by accidaK 
presented themselves, and^ assisted by some 
of the peasantry, offered to oppose the invaf 
ders. Their efforts were useless against shch 
a force as the French had landed^ and after 
a skirmish, in which Monneins^ i\farsai, and 
Pierrebon were wounded, their opponents re* 
tired in safety. The French were in nndife- 
puted possession of the island ; but found it 
much more difficult to make any use of tbeir 
conquest than it had been to gain it« A coan* 
cil was held, in which the expediency of keep- 
ing possession of the place was discussed. 
After a lengthened deliberation, this was de* 
eided in the negative^ on account of the troih 
ble and expense which it must occ^ision ; and 
The soon afterwards d'Annebaut, finding that no- 
flMt"re- thing was to be gained by his cmising aaj 
longer off the English coasts and having some 
intimation that the English fleet was aboat to 
receive a considerable reinforcemeut, deter- 
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mined ta return, to France* He sailed for Bou- chap* 
logaei and the English racoours coming up ^^^' 
unmedialely afterwards^ tfaey followed him in 
all haste* The wind changing^ drove back the 
Flench fleet, and lord Lisle had an opportunity 
of coming within reach of them. Either party 
endeavoured to gain the advantage of the 
wind ; and in this attempt occupied much tune. 
At length they engaged, but still at a consi- 
derable distance ; and after a cannonade, which 
lasted about two houiB» they separated without 
any great damage being sustained on either side ; 
and thus ended the naval expedition against 
England, (a) 

The baron de la Garde, in his way to join The eze- 
the fleets had been engaged in one of those cabri^ret 
hateful persecutions which^ under the pretext of rindot*' 
protecting the estabUshed religion, di^raced 
the reign of Francis the First. The inhabi- 
tants of CalH-i^res and Merindol, had shewn a 
great inclination for the doctrines which Luther 
had so successfully promulgated, and which 
their neighbourhood to Germany and to Swit- 
aerland had made these people more intimately 
acquainted with^ than those of the surrounding 
French district. From being tolerated, as they 
were at first, they began to indulge in that zea- 
lous insokence which is common to fanatics of 
all descriptions, and not content with pursuing 
their own system of worship, they attacked that 
of the professors of the doctrines of the church 

(a) Lord Herbert Stow. Belcar., 1. xxiv. 
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«f Rowe. Hicdr eamiies afibeted to ^faoofrer 
^"^ in tbeBo proceedin^B aa attempt at rebeUion, 
and as the mere aocasation was at .tibat tioie 
reoeived instead of proof, Cbassan^i tlie fiist 
prasident of Proirence^ instituted legal pmceed- 
ings against them. The principsd peFsom 
among ike Lutherans of the two towns which 
haiie been mentioiied^ were foimally suHmunad, 
and 4Xi their neglecting to appear^ they aod 
their followers were condemned . The sentence 
which was passed against them, iac]luded the 
whole of ihe inhabitants of Meriadol^ <and,de- 
voted the adult male {lopulation to die ^flameB, 
decreed the confiscation of their goods^ and die 
destruction of their dwelUngs. The executioD 
of this iniquitous sentence was iitayed by the 
interposition of A.e sagacious and ^nligiiteQed 
Guillaume Langei. Five years asfterwardsi 
the baron d'QppMe^ who ^was then comouui- 
dant of Pranrenoe, rqnresented the whole district 
to be in a state of revolt^ and affected to have 
difscoveced an intention on the pa]:t .of tl^ Lu* 
therans, to surprise Marseilles. Francis, whose 
most culpable fault it was to. listen loo oredu- 
lously to such statements, was completely im- 
posed upon, and lenewed the decree of 1540, 
committing its execution to the baron diOppede. 
That officer made his ;prepanitions with such 
secrecy that their object was not discovered us* 
til it was too late to prevent them* The leyies 
whidbi it was his duty to raise for the service of 
the state^ bad enabled him so to strengthen bis 
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force that resistance was nsdess, and it was not craf. 
until a general order was published for the bb- 7^^' 
semblage of all persons in Provence capable of 
bearing arms that the unfortunate people whom 
he had marked as his victims began to teasr his 
designs. They then im^^ored the assistance and 
intercession of the Lutheran princes of Gier* 
many, and the diets of the Protestant cantons^ 
who sent an embassy to Francis^ solicitiag his 
pardon and compassion for his subjects of Me- 
rindol^ who had fellen under his displeasure^ 
and oflTering to answer for their fidelity. Fran- 
cis replied coldly and shortly to these envoys, 
that as he had no disposition to interfere with 
the affairs of their respective governments, be 
requested them to leave to him the manage- 
ment of his own kingdom. The arrival of the 
baron de la Garde, with whom d^Oppide was 
in communication, had been agreed upon as die 
signal for the proceedings, which had been long 
in preparation. As soon as he appeared, d'Op« 
p^de published in the chamber of the parlia^ 
ment the fatal decree, and b^an his march of 
extermination. The people of the villages which 
he had intended to attack, fled at the tinit news 
of his approach, and sought a refuge in the 
mountains, leaving their habitations to be bamt 
by his troops. On reaching Mussi, the troops, 
which amounted to six hundred men, divided 
into two bodies ; one to pursue the fugitives, 
the other to attack Merindol, the inhabitants of 
wh|ch had announced a determination to resist 
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CHAP. them. When however they «w Ae country 
^^^' about them a prey to the flames^ their reaola- 
tion failed them, they foUovred the example of 
their neighbours^ and fled to the mouutaios. 
D'Oppede and la Garde set fire to Merindol, and 
did not stay their furious execution until each 
roof was demolished. Every human being they 
encountered was pitilessly put to death, widiout 
distinction of sex, age, or quality. More than 
three thousand persons were slaughtered, a still 
greater number perished from hunger in the 
mountains, and the few who escaped found an 
asylum at Geneva. Prom Merindol they went 
to Cabrieres, where though they encountered 
no resistance^ the same sanguinary atrocities 
were committed. The spirit of Barbarossa seemed 
to have communicated itself to the French com- 
manders ; la Garde exercised upon his defence^ 
less victims the mode of warfiu^ he had learnt 
in Turkey, and d'Oppede proved himself an 
eager imitator of the same unchristian atro- 
cities. Unjust as the decree was^ the cruelty 
of the execution infinitely surpassed it. Two- 
and-twenty towns and villages were consumed 
and rased to the ground with an inhumahitf 
which has no parallel even in the annals of the 
most barbarous people. The fires of the burn- 
ing houses served to point out to the ferocious 
soldiery the retreats to which the wretched in- 
habitants had fled, and the agonizing groans of 
the old men, the women, and the children, 
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whtck teiTor and fatigue wrang firapi thfim^ c»ap< 
bMught their meffcilesB pursaeis on tbeiv ^^ 
tracks, (a) 

Whiie his naval armamettt ivas employed ia Frands 
that expedition against England, ivhich turned vountoi«. 
oot to be wholly ineffectual^ Francis bad been i^ef^"' 
earnestly endeavouring by land to r^pain pos* 
sesaon of Boulogne. As the &cility which the 
approach by sea iiad hitherto afforded to the 
enemy for 4lirowing in supplies of xsmk aad pro« 
visions had been found to be the main reason 
of the places holding out, it was determined to 
build a fort which should command the en- 
trance to the harbour, and the execution of 
this project was entiiisted to the marechal du 
Biez. The plan, however^ miscarried in conae^ 
quence either of his mistaking tlie king's or« 
ders, or, as was suspected^ of his wilfully in* 
tending to prolong the duration of the attack 
on Boulogne^ that his own commission might 
continue. Du Bellay, who was sent by the king 
to inspect the progress of the works, openly 
expressed his discontent; and du Biez, prvr 
tending to have received an intimation that the 
English garrison in Calais were about to attack 
him, at once desisted from prosecuting his first 
design, and prepared his army to xeceive the 
supposed assault of tlie English* With the ex* 
ception^ however, of some skirmishes, which 
took place between the besiegecs and the garri* 
son of Boulogne there was no fighting. 

(a) Thnanos, Hist., t. i. Le P. Daniel, t. Tii. p. 905. 
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CHAP. It was in one of these skirmishes that the 
^^^ count d'Aumale received a wound which was 
Tha ooQiit nniversally believed to be mortal, and his reco- 
b d!!^ very from which was considered as nothing less 
JJUJU^ than a miracle. He saw some of his own coun- 
trymen engaged with a party of £nglbh in&n- 
try, which was much superior to them in num- 
bers, and, giving the signal to some gendemen 
who were with him^ he rode up to their rescue, 
in the bdief that he was followed by his ovm 
party. It was not until he was in the midst of 
his enemies that he discovered he was alone. 
He fought valiantly and fiercely ; and^ as the 
English garrison had determined neither to ask 
nor to give quarter, he considered himself as 
lost, but determined to sell his life as dearly 
as possible. The officer who commanded the 
English party engaged him, and thrust at him 
with his pike so efiectually and so forcibly, that 
the weapon^ having struck him between the nose 
and one of the eyes, broke oflf short, and left the 
iron and a part of the wood firmly fieistened into 
his head. The count still kept his seat ; and, 
spurring his horse with a convulsive movement, 
the animal broke through his enemies and car- 
ried him oflf to his tent. The surgeons were 
struck with consternation, and . at once pro- 
nounced that the wound was beyond their ^ill 
to cure ; and by this time the flesh bad swolleo 
so much, that the fragment of the lance vas 
nearly covered. Ambroise Par^, a man until 
thai time almost unknown in his profession, but 
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who afterwards attained the highest reputation, chap. 
and by his successful practice, as well as by his ^""- 
admirable treatises on the art of surgery^ did 
much for its improvement, thought the case not 
quite so hopeless as his brethren had pronounced 
it to be. His skill, which was powerfully as- 
sisted by the intrepid firmness of the patient, 
i enabled him to wididraw the weapon from the 
I wound, and^ after several days of acute suffer*- 
I ing, the count was pronounced to be out of 
t danger, (a) 

Francis, who felt that his honour was deeply J^ 
\ concerned in the attempt to r^ain Boulogne, had ^ck th* 
determined to be present at the siege in person^ d'oyc 
I but the arrival of some troops which the princes 
t of Germany had agreed to furnish to the English 
king, induced him to march to La F^re, as well 
to prevent their joining the English as to pro*^ 
vide for the safety of the frontier, by which they 
intended to penetrate. He^ at the same time, 
transmitted to the mar^chal du Biez^ orders to 
desolate the Terre d'Oye, which was in the pos* 
session of the English, in order to deprive them 
of the supplies it might furnish. 

The Terre d'Oye is a district of about four 
leagues long^ and three in breadth, lying be- 
tween Ardres and Calais ; it is a marshy land, 
extremely fertile in pasture^ and had^ for a long 
time, furnished the English with cattle and 
forage. The deep ditches^ by which it was sur-» 
rounded^ served to defend it in some parts, and 

(a) Da Bellay, 1. z. 

2a 2 
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CHAP, in others had been erected forts and redoubts. 
^"^^ A quantity of soldiers were quartered at various 
parts of it, and in the middle was a strong town 
called Mitfcq, in which there waj9 an English 
garrison. The communications were so well ar- 
ranged, that the whole force which the plaoe 
contained could at once he made available at 
whatever point it might be attacked. To de- 
stroy the fortifications^ in which the strength of 
this hold mainly consisted, was the object of 
the French king^ and the enterprise was one 
of so much danger and honour, that it attracted 
the most daring and stirring spirits of the French 
army. The count d'Anguien^ who had won the 
battle of CerisoUes, was content here to sene 
under the command of mar^chal du Biez. D' An- 
male^ who had recovered of his wound^ and had 
forgotten it, the duke de Nevers, the count 
de Laval^ and a crowd of other noblemai and 
gentlemen, joined the foroes destined for tluB 
attack. Brissac commanded die vanguard, which 
consisted of some companies of gendarmes and 
light cavalry, besides the infantry. The old 
French regiments attacked the principal fori 
by dint of numbers, took it at once, and made 
a shamefiil use of their victory, by putting all 
the persons they found in it to the sword. 
When they attempted to proceed further into 
the country, they^ however, found they were 
stopped by the deep canals which intersected tk 
district. With great labour, and astonishing 
perseverance, they succeeded in transporting 
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the whole force across them, and laid waste the chap. 
country, up to the town of .Marcq. They did ^^'* 
not effect this without opposition, but having 
defeated a body of three thousand Englishmen, 
who offered to dispute their passage^ they were 
enabled to approach the walls of the town; 
here, however, the rain and the himiidity of the 
country, joined the efforts of the defenders to 
arrest their progress, and after a short stay before 
the place, they were compelled to withdraw, 
having executed only a small part of their com- 
mission. Francis, on receiving intelligence of 
this event, ordered the marechal to continue the 
si^e of Boulogne with the utmost vigour, and 
to prevent, with the utmost vigilance, and at 
any risk, the approach of provisions to that 
fortress. 

Francis's personal exertions were still employ- ^rtaoBo^ 
ed in providing a check for the German troops, ^* ^^^ 
who watched a favourable opportunity for invad- ^^^ ^«^- 

, rr ^ mans. 

mg the country. To eflfect this purpose he placed 
detachments at Mezi^res, on the confines of 
Champagne, and at Guise. They were pre- 
cluded from entering at any other point, because 
the emperor had forbidden them to pass through 
^Krabant or Flanders, not so much out of his 
respect for the treaty of Crespy, as because he 
wished to save his own territories from the dan- 
gerous presence of so large an armed force. 
The delay which ensued was extremely serr 
viceable to Francis. The day on which the re- 
ginients were usually paid arrived; the lanzr 
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CHAP, knechts became clamorous for their money, and 
^"^'' the English commissioners, who were not pro- 



vided with it^ sought to pacify them by proimses. 
The refractory Germans would listen to no ex- 
cuse, and under the pretext that the money was 
not forthcoming at the moment they expected it, 
they marched back to their own country. 
Tbe deg« Bv this time the fortress which du Biez had 

of Bon- 

logDe ii' constructed was finished^ and several sharp skir- 
eoatmucA mjgjj^ jqq|^ placc iu couscqucnce of the attempts 

by the English garrison at Boulogne to make 
themselves masters of it. They were attended 
with considerable loss on both sides, and con- 
vinced both Francis and Henry that it was for 
their mutual interest to put an end to a war&re 
which was costly and exhausting, and which 
could produce no important result even to the 
S^^". conqueror. A negociation for a peace was en- 
|J2Li* tered into : lord Lisle, sir William Paget, and 
Dr. Wotton, dean of Canterbury, being ap- 
pointed commissioners for that purpose by the 
English king ; and the admiral d' Annebaut and 
Raymond, president of Rouen, on the part of 
Francis. They met between Guines and Ardres, 
where, after a short conference, the terms were 
agreed to. They were, that th^ pensions claim- 
ed by Henry, and the arrears^ should be paid 
within eight years, and the town of Boulogne 
kept by the English forces until they were fully 
discharged. A provision was added, that tbe 
Scots should be included in this treaty if they 
thought fit to avail themselves of its bene/it 
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within thirty days. The subject of quarrel be- chap. 

tween Henry and Francis was so simple that the 1. 

conditions for a peace required little discussion^ 
and the treaty having been signed by the com- 
missioners on the 7th of June^ was ratified and 
published in London on the 13th] of the same J^^p^JJ* 
month, and the French monarch was left once ed. 
more free from the harassing cares of war, 
and without any cause of fear from external 
enemies, (a) 

His years and his infirmities rendered repose 
necessary^ and he turned himself from pursuit 
which had once been his delight, to those which 
were consonant with the character of the king 
of an industrious and enterprising people, and 
of a man whose repeated sickness had given him. 
intimations not to be mistaken that his stay in 
this world could not be much prolonged. Sooa 
after this, a calamity befel him^ more grievous 
than all his other sufferings^ and which diverted 
his mind from every thing but the indulgence 
of his sorrows, llie death of his son Francis 
had deeply affected him ; but the numerous 
other cares which then pressed upon his mind ; 
the threatening presence of the emperor, the 
danger of his realm, and the necessity for im- 
mediate and active exertion, had in a great mea- 
sure blunted the acuteness of his grief. Now 
that he was worn out by disappointment and 
bodily sufferings the sudden death of his fa- 

(a) Herbert. Sleidan, I. xr. Belcar., 1. xxiv. 
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CHAP, vourite son^ the duke of Orleans^ fell upon hhn 
^^^' with dreadful force, and recalled his former loss 
at the same time that it reminded him his former 
consolation was extinguished. 
Death of Tlic duke of Orlcans had been employed in 
^riS^s. accompanying the forces with which Francis 
had provided against the entrance of the Ger- 
mans, who were to have joined the king of 
England, and had acquitted himself with great 
talent and activity of the task imposed upon 
him . He had anived at For^t-Moutier, a small 
place near Abbeville, where he was to take up 
his lodgings. In looking at the apartnient 
which had been allotted to him, there vids 
something in it which displeased him^ and be 
insisted on lying in another chamber vdiich he 
pointed out The persons of the house entreated 
him not to do so, and informed him that the 
room he had chosen was supposed to be infected 
with a contagious fever, of which three persons 
who had lately occupied it, had there died. It 
was quite true that a malignant fever did at this 
time prevail in Picardy ; but the duke of Or- 
leanSj either not believing the assurances of the 
host^ or disregarding them^ insisted upon having 
his bed made up in the room he had chosen ; 
adding^ there never was yet a Frwich prince of 
the blood who had died of the plague. He 
was destined to be the last prince who could say 
SO; for on the following day the disease attacked 
him with such irresistible force that medical 
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skill was of no avail, and he died before there chap.- 
had been time to remove him from the village ^^^' 
in which he was first attacked, (a) 

The news of his death struck with dreadful 
force upon his father, who had distinguished 
him by his especial regard, who had mixed him 
up with that policy for which he had made the 
greatest sacrifices, and who had taught himself 
to look on this prince as the representative of 
his own claims on the Milanese. In this mo- 
ment of affliction the faults of his youth were 
forgotten, (6) and the bitterness of the parent's 

(a) Le F^n*s account of this matteris, that the dauphin 
and the duke of Orleans went together into the house of ^ 
peasant at For^t'-Moutier, when the host immediately in- 
formed them that the place was infected with the plague. 
The duke of Orleans laughed at the notion that there was 
any danger in staying there ; and to proTo his disregard of 
it he tossed about the linen on a bed in the room, and beat 
some of the feathers out of the bed, which lighted both on 
his brother and himself. The consequence of this ilUtimed 
jesting was, that he contracted the disease which occasioned 
his death. (F^ron, Rer. €rah^ 1. it.) Another account is 
contained in a letter written to the legates of the council of 
Trent by the nuncio then in France, immediately after the 
event had happened.— Appendix, No. XI. 

(b) The duke had often occasioned great disquiet to the 
king by the riotous excesses in which he indulged, and 
which sometimes led to ftital consequences. It was a larou- 
rile amusement with the young men at court to turn out at 
night, and scour the streets, insulting all whom they met. 
Their chief opponents upon such occasions were the ser- 
vants and retainers of the gentlemen and officers who were 
in attendance, and who not unfrequently resisted this aris- 
tocratic insolence with a pertinacity which was somewhat 
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CHAP, grief was enhanced by the reflection that he had 
committed some injustice towards his elder son, 
in the partiality which he had shewn to the 
duke of Oleans^ from motives which bis sense 
of right could not justify. 

The duke of Orleans was • of a character to 

SSTd^^ inspire great regard among the persons by whom 
he was surrounded. He was gay and good- 
natured^ and although his high spirits and his 
prompt courage sometimes led him into acts 
of rashness, there was no part of his conduct 
but which might have been palliated^ if not 
pardoned^ on the score of his youth. His o^ 
good qualities and the intrigues of the duchess 
4^Etampes had made him the chief of a faction 
in the courts and had secured the king^s favour 

dangerous. One night when the court was at Amboise, the 
doke and some of his companions resolved to saUj out and 
clear the bridge of all persons whom thej might find there. 
The servants who chanced to encounter them, and who 
were the main object of their attack, happened on this occa- 
sion to be much more numeroua than their assailants. A 
contest ensued, in which the duke was severely wounded, 
snd Castelnau, a gentleman of his party, killed ; and tbe 
fight was not put an end to until one of the noblemen, whosi 
discretion overcame his valonr, prononnced the duke*8 name; 
upon which the lacqueys fled in great terror. On the fol- 
lowing day, when the king had been made acquainted wiib 
the affiiir, he reproved the duke with a severity which tbe 
occasion justified, and, alluding to* the fate of Castelnau, b( 
said to him» " Yous pouvez vous perdre. L'^tat se passer* 
bien d*un fon ; mais il a besoin du sang de la noblesse, et ce 
sang n'est pas fait pour couler au gr^ de vos caprices.'**^ 
BrantomCf Franc, ler.. 
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to his party. His death however crashed at once chap. 
all the hopes which that treacherous and selfish ^"^'' 
woman had cherished, and at the same time 
deprived the king and the nation of such benefit 
as they had hoped to derive from the treaty of 
Crespy. Charles at once, and without hesitar meempe- 
tion^ insisted, that the death of the dauphin bad ^'fuim^e 
freed him from all the obligations to which he e^pyf 
had bound himself by the treaty. The grounds 
upon which he had consented to give up either 
the Milanese or the Low Countries, as his choice 
might have determined, were that his daughter 
or his niece should be married to the duke of 
Orleans. The death of that prince had rendered 
this impossible, and had placed the emperor in 
the same situation as before the treaty had been 
proposed. To this reasoning, which, if it had 
been all that the case admitted of, would have 
been unanswerable, the French king replied that 
he had a claim upon the Milanese wholly inde- 
pendent of the treaty of Crespy ; that as the 
object of that treaty was to benefit his son, he 
had been silent as to his own unquestionable 
rights ; but now that the same reason for his 
forbearance no longer existed, he meant to 
assert them. 

Francis, however, had no wish to renew the 
war which had been so lately terminated ; and 
in order at least to attempt a pacific arrange- 
ment of the dispute between himself and the 
emperor, he sent d'Annebaut and his chancellor, 
Olivier, to propose to him a new treaty which 
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CHAP. (Should supply that of Crespy, bow become use- 
^""* less in its main propositions. The emperor net 
this, which was on Francis's pert a candid pro- 
ceeding, with his usual duplicity. He was then 
engaged in an enterprise, to which a rupture with 
France would be extremely unfavoursd^le. The 
league of Smalkalden had become extremely 
powerful; all the protestant princes of Germany 
had joined it^ and^ conscious of their strength, 
all were ready to maintain their independence 
of the imperial control by force of arms. 
Charles determined to attempt to subdue them, 
but to effect this a large army was necessaiT; 
and much greater pecuniary funds than Charles's 
wasted treasury could supply. When the French 
ambassadors arrived at his court he vrm on the 
eve of a journey to Antwerp, the object of which 
was to procure a loan from the rich merchants 
of that great commercial city^ and he therefore 
made such an equivocal reply as postponed, for 
the present, the demands of the French envoys, 
without implying that he did not mean to com- 
ply with them. Having accomplished his er- 
rand he returned, and when the renewal of the 
treaty was again mentioned to him, he replied 
coldly that he saw no occasion for it ; that all 
which related to the peace between Francis and 
himself remained uttafiected by the death of the 
duke of Orleans, and that he did not mean to 
begin a war unless be should be forced. 
f »"°* . . At another time such an answer to such a pro- 

fortifiei nil * . 

frontier positiou would have been considet^ by Francts 
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sufficient to justify immediate hostilities. Now, chap. 

however, he was so far contented with it that he L. 

put aside all present thoughts of obtaining re- 
dress by an appeal to arms, and employed him- 
self in fortifying his frontier towns and those 
strong places on which, in case of attack, he 
should chiefly rely. He visited in person the 
frontiers of Picardy and Champagne, inspected 
the works at the several places, and by his praises 
and rewards encouraged the exertions of the 
soldiers and workmen who were employed there. 
At length they were all brought into such a state 
of perfection that he might have safely defied 
the attacks of the emperor, whose designs he had 
too much reason to fear, and of the king of Eng- 
land, of whose friendship he was not entirely 
assured. 



CHAP. XXII. 

ReKgi(nis persecuiions — Conspiracy of Piesco — Death 
of the Count d^Anguien — Of Henry VIII — Francii 
enters into a league against the Emperor — Is at^ 
tacked by a mortal illness — His last moments — His 
Death — Issue of his Marriage^^Conclusion. 
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CHAPTER XXII. 

Nothing shews more forcibly the change i546. 
which had taken place in Francis's feelings, and 
the temper of his mind^ than the determination 
with which he refrained from hostilities with the 
emperor, at a time when great provocation and 
a &yourable opportunity tempted him to an op- 
posite course. The refusal of Charles to enter- 
tain the question relating to the Milanese must 
have convinced him, that the emperor had deter- 
mined never to yield that province until he should 
be forced ; and that he was careless of even 
preserving the appearances of that ill -cement- 
ed amity which in point of form subsisted be- 
tween them. The war which he had engaged in 
against the Protestant princes of Germany ren- 
dered him particularly open to attack^ and his 
honour, as well as his interests, if they had been 
rightly felt and clearly understood, would have 
prompted him to assist the leaguers of Smal- 
kalden, who were in arms, not more for the pro- 
tection of the reformed religion than for the pre- 
servation of their own liberties and those of 
Europe, against the insatiable cupidity and 
grasping ambition of the emperor. But Fran- 
cis's religious prejudices, always too strong, 
had grown more blind and violent as his health 

VOL. II. 2 b 
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CHAP, declined; and the cardinal de Tournon ope- 
^"^^'^ rated so successfully on this weakness^ that 



tiont. 



Francis not only declined to assist the German 
^^^1^ protestants^ but continued to persecute with 
unchristian and unreasonable rigour those of his 
own subjects whose consciences revolted from 
the corruptions and tyranny of the church of 
Rome. The utmost latitude was permitted to 
the zeal of those who fancied that thdr duty 
required them to pursue to death all who dif- 
fered from their opinions. Persecutions against 
heretics were b^un in various paiis of the king- 
dom; edicts of the most rigorous kind were 
passed^ prohibiting the promulgation of the doc- 
trines of Luther^ and a great quantity of miser- 
able wretches were pitilessly burnt. Such 9^ 
were rich enough to bribe thtdr tormentors 
escaped, others recanted^ and others escaped 
by flight the fate that threatened them, prefer- 
ring the suilerings of voluntary exile to the in- 
tolerant spirit which governed their own coun- 
try ; but in defiance of all these horrors, and in 
the very face of the terror they inspired^ the re- 
formed religion gained strength daily, (a) 

{a) Voltaire gives a striking but somewhat overcharged 
description of the state of things which religious persecation^ 
had induced. *' On brulaitd'un oot^» et on chantait de ran- 
tre« en riant, les pseanmes de Marot, selon le g^nie, toujoan 
l^ger^ et quelquefois tr^s«cruel, de la nation Frao^aise. 
Toute la cour de Marguerite, reine de Navarre et soeur 
de Francois I. ^toit CaWiniste ; la moiti^ de celle do roi 
r^toit Ce qui avait commence par le people, avait passe 
aux grandsy comoie il arrive toujours. On feisait secrete* 
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The latter part of Francis's reign was so chap. 
deeply stained with this indelible disgrace as ^"^"- 
to dim its earlier glories, and his memory is 
oftener associated with the cruelties which he 
permitted and encouraged than with those tri- 
umphs in peace and in war which he achieved 
under the influence of a better genius, (a) 

His lingering desire to regain some of the compiner 
possessions which he claimed in Italy, was not, ^'**"^ 
however^ wholly extinguished. The cardinal 
Trivulzio, the representative of France at Rome, 
was a man of restless and intriguing spirit, 
and of considerable ability ; he was believed, 
at about this time, to have entered into a ne- 
gociation with some of the discontented per- 

meot leg pr^ches: on dispotait par-toat hautement. Get 
querelles dont personne ne se soncie aajoiird'hai ni dans 
Piarit, ni i la coor, parce qa*elle8 aont anciennes, «if uillon- 
naient dans lenr nouTeaat^ tons lea eapriti. 11 y avail dans 
le parlement de Paris plug d'on membre attacbift A ce qa*oo 
appellait la riforme, Ce corps ^tait tonjoura occup^ i 
coinbattre les pretensions de l^eg^lise de Rome, que Tb^r^tie 
d^truisait.** — L* Esprit du Nations^ t. iv. 

(a) An attempt baa been made to excuse Francis, and to 
prove tbat, because tbe reformed religion flourisbed, Francis 
did not persecute its professors, Mejeeraj replies to tbis 
with indignant warmth. — ** Quoi done ? faire six on sept 
edits rigonreux pour I'^touffi^r, convoquer plnsieurs fois le 
elerg^, assembler un concile proTincial, d^p^cber i toute 
heure des ambassadeurs i tons les princes de la Cbr^tientA 
ponr en assembler un g^n^ral, bruler les b^r^tique^ par 
douzaines, let euToyer aux galores par centaines, lea ban-* 
nir par milliers ; dites-nous, je tous prie, est-ce la permettre 
on ne prendre point garde > Sont-ce de simples resolutions 
Ottdeseffetsf*' 
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CHAP, aons of authority in Genoa, and to haveencou- 
^"^"' raged their disposition to revolt, in the hope of 
again placing them under the domimon of 
France. The historical evidence on the subject, 
is far from being clear, and although there is 
some strong ground for believing that the car- 
dinal shared in the plot of Fiesco, there Is no 
proof that he was directly authorized to do so 
by Francis. Fiesco was, of all men, the best 
qualified for the desperate part he had choeea to 
act ; he was one of the richest members of the 
state, and his liberal temper and engaging man- 
ners had made him universally popular. Al- 
though he had only attained that time of life in 
which the passion and energy of youth lend 
irresistible force to enterprise, he possessed con- 
summate prudence, the roost deliberate courage, 
and a dissimulation so profound, as to baffle all 
human penetration. He had long looked vrith 
jealous discontent on the power which Doria 
possessed in the republic, and although the old 
warrior made a modest and reasonable use of 
the influence which his worth had given him 
over the minds of his fellow-citizens, he bad 
begun to disclose a design which was well cal- 

' culated to alarm all men who valued the freedom 
of their country. Doria had selected as tlie 
heir of his immense wealth, his grand nephew, 
Giannetino Doria, and had been for some time 
busily employed in endeavouring to secure to 

,him the transmission of the power he enjoyed in 
the common council of the republic. Gianoe- 
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tino, had all the faults which commonly be- chap. 
long to one bred in the very lap of luxury, "* 
and spoiled by the excessive indulgence of a 
doting old man. If he had been more worthy 
of the honour which his relative destined for 
him, he would hardly have been more accept- 
able to the nobles of Genoa, and Fiesco's dislike 
and contempt of him, determined him to make 
an effort to break the yoke which the state bore. 
He applied first to the cardinal Trivulzio, and 
his design then was, after having driven out the 
Dorias, to make Genoa as it had formerly been, 
and to secure for himself the post of comman* 
dant or lieutenant, under the protection of the 
power of France. When he afterwards disclosed 
his intentions to some of his intimates, whose 
assistance he thought likely to insure the suc- 
cess of his plan, it at once assumed a diflerent 
form. Verrina, a soldier of daring spirit and 
desperate fortunes, unhesitatingly pledged him- 
self to the attempt, but he pointed out to Fiesco 
that he did not need the help of France, and that 
he might reap for himself the revmrd which his 
own exertions were to win. Fiesco more dazzled 
than before with the glorious prospect which 
the suggestions of Verrina opened to him, 
adopted them at once, and from that moment 
he troubled himself no further to gain the co- 
operation of the French minister. With Ver- 
rina^ Sacco, Calcagno, and a few others, all Ge- 
noese^ and all men of firm minds, the details ot 
the conspiracy were arranged, and so skilfiilly 
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CHAP, devised, and so ably and powerfully carried into 
^^'* execution^ that nothing but one of those acci- 
dents by which Providence controk haman ac- 
tions could have disappointed its entire success. 
All Genoa was gained ; the streets were filled 
with the partisans of the conspiracy^ the gal- 
leys, Doria's great strength, were efiectually 
prevented from interference, the Donas and 
their adherents were shut up as in a net. At 
this moment Fiesco heard a noise from the gal- 
leys^ and ran thither hastily to provide for the 
danger he apprehended. Ue was crossing a 
plank to go on board a vessel in the harbour, 
when the board gave way> and precipitated him 
into the sea. His heavy armour prevented him 
from swimming, although close to the shore; 
the darkness of the night prevented his friends 
from rendering prompt and effectual assistance, 
and he perished at the very moment that bis 
success was assured. With him the cunspiracj 
was at an end ; his followers were disheartened; 
and at hough Yerrina made an attempt^ by 
concealing the death of Fiesro, to avert the im- 
pending ruin, the vanity of the leader's brother 
frustrated his intentions^ and brought such of 
the conspirators to the scaflbld as were not able 
to save themselves by flight. The power of the 
Dorias was re*established. The city oflered 
him a guard for the protection of his house 
against the attacks of his enemies ; but the ve- 
teran, declining to accept it, said^ '' My perso- 
nal safety is a matter of little importance ; the 
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preservation of your liberties has been the ob- chap. 
ject and end of all my exertions, and the only ^^"- 
request that I have to make to you is, that you 
will maintain them/' When he was again urged 
to accept the guard, on the score of the public 
safety, which was involved in his own^ he re- 
plied, '^ The public safety depends neither upon 
soldiers nor fortresses; its sole and sufficient 
sti-ength is in the union of the citizens." A con- 
spiracy was afterwards formed by Giulio Cibo 
for his assassination^ but was defeated, and the 
guilt of having instigated it was ascribed to 
Francis, a calumny which deserves no refuta- 
tion, but which the whole tenour of Francis's 
life and his known character sufficiently re* 
pels, (a) 

The death of the count d'Auguien, which oeithof 
happened at La Roche Guyon, was another of d'AngSlTen. 
the afflictions which clouded over the latter 
years of this king's life. The dauphin was there 
with several noblemen of the court, amongst 
whom were the counts d'Anguien and d'Au- 
male. They divided themselves into two bo- 
dies, and, by way of pastime, one of them car- 
ried on a mock siege against a house, which the 
other party defended. The count d'Anguien 
commanded the latter, and was about to make 
a sally against the others, when a chest was 
thrown from one of the upper vnndows, which 
struck him on the head, and so fractured his 

(a) Thuani HUt.^ 1. iii. La Conjuration de Fiesque, 
par le Card, de Retz. 
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CHAP, skull, that, after lingering in great ageny for some 
"^"' days, he diedi It was not ascertained by whom 



the chest was thrown ; but the chief suspicion fell 
on a young' Italian officer^ Comelio de Benti- 
voglio, who had frequently had some difierences 
with the count. The king, however, for some 
reason, which was ndt^well undanstood, desired 
that no inquiry should be made on the subject; 
and, although this might have been merely be- 
cause he was convinced that the count's deidi 
had been accidental, a report was spread and 
gained general credence that Francis feared the 
result of such an investigation might have proved 
that the dauphin and the count d'Aumale were 
implicated in the afiair, and that what seemed 
to be an accident, was a deliberate and foul as- 
sassination. There was nothing in the character 
of the dauphin, either before or after he ascended 
the throne of France, to justify the suspicion 
that he would have committed or sanctioDed 
such a crime. The count d' Aumale fell himself 
the victim of assassination at the si^e oi Or* 
leans in 1563 ; and although his reputation vne 
less clear than that of the dauphin, thare appean 
not to be the slightest circumstance in the shape 
of proof, that he had any share in the death of 
the count d'Anguien. Neither of the persons j 
alluded to had any quarrel with that unfortu* 
nate nobleman, and sdttiough they might both 
have been reasonably jealous of the iiune which 
he had gained by his military exploits; such 
jealousy as that springs from too pure and ho- 
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nourable a source to lead to a murder^ the base- chap. 
ness and cruelty of which would have been ag- ^^^'* 
gravated by the circumstance of its being com- 
mitted at a moment of sport and merriment. 

In the beginning of the year 1547, Francis ^{i?**^ 
received intelligence of the death of Henry VIII.^ 
which seemed to affect him more than could 
have been expected from the loss of one whose . 
alliance had been so fickle and so useless to him. 
But besides that Francis had a strong feeling 
of personal regard for Henry, he saw in his 
death one of those intimations which are never 
without their efiect on the minds of ailing men^ 
that his own hour was at hand. He appeared 
desirous of forgetting that Henry had often 
taken part against him, and that some of the 
latest actions of his life had been to invade his 
realm, and to do him all possible injury ; and 
to recollect cmly their earlier friendship, and the 
obligation he was under to him for having asn 
sisted to procure his liberation from Pavia. (a) 

(a) One of Francises most favonrite sayings was, ** La 
▼engeance docile la foiblesse d'un roi : le pardon faitroir sa 
magnanimity." His behayioar to the oonnt of Farstemberg, 
Appendix, No. XII., is a remarkable illustration of it Marot 
bas paid bim tbe rare compliment of deserving tbe affection 
of bis friends more on account of bis personal wortb tban of 
bis rank : — 

*' Si moD seigneur, mon prince el pins que p^re, 
Qui des Francois, Francois premier se nommeg 
N'^stoit point roi de sa France proqpire, 

Ne prince ayec, mais simple gentUbomme, 
J^irois autant diz fois par de la Rome, 
Que j'en suis loing, cbercher son accointance. 
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CHAP. He ordered a fuiiend cer^nony to be per* 
^""'^ formed for him nt Notre Dame, notwithsfaiDd- 
ing Henry's separatioa from the communion of 
Rome. 
EnteniDio The aflkifB of Ciermany now, however, called 
^^la^ibe his attention from hia personal griefs, and com- 
empenr. peHed hivn to providc against the danger with 
which tf)e emperor^s success there might have 
threatened his own kingdom. He oif^ed his 
assistance to the most influential of the German 
princes, and proposed to enter into a formal 
treaty with them, at the same time that be ia- 
vited Solyman to avail himself of the defence- 
less state of Hungary, and to attack it with all 
hb force. He sent ambassadors to the Pope, and 
the other Italian pottotates, for the purpose of 
representing to them the common peril in which 
the emperor^s success in Germany must plunge 
them ; renewed his negociations with the king 
of Denmark, and entered into a treaty with Ed* 
ward VL, which settled the limits of the English 
possessions in France, and relinquished^ the 
county of Boulogne. 



ia But the time had arrived at which Francis 

byamor. was destined to shake off the cares of sove* 

reignty, and to relieve Chnrles/rom the appre^ 

heni^ons which his proceedings had excited. 

Pour sa vertii qui pins fort le coarooBe, 

Que sa fortune et royale prestaaee. 
Mais aoubaiter cas de telle importancei^ 

Seroit vouloir mon bien particalier, 
A luj dommage et tort faict i la France, 

Qui a besoin d*un roy tant sing^ulier/' 
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The disease which so dang^erously attacked him chap. 
at CompeignCj had never beea cured. In the ^"^''' 
beginning of February, it broke out with in- 
creased virulence, and was accompanied with a 
slow fever, which resisted the efforts of his me- 
dical attendants to subdue it. Francis struggled 
against the malady which was wasting his 
strength, and resorted to the diversion of hunt- 
ings which had once been his greatest pleasure. 
With the decay of his bodily strength, the re- 
lish for his accustomed sport had failed, and he 
travelled with restless discontent from one seat 
to another, in search of that quiet which was 
only to be found in the grave. To his attend- 
ants, the change which was taking place in him, 
became daily more perceptible. He went first 
to Saint Germain, then to La Mu^tte, to Ville* 
preux, to Dampierre, to Limours^ where he in- 
tended to pass the carnivaL» and where he re- 
mained only a few days, and then to Loche^ in 
Tonraine, where he staid longer than at any 
other place. His malady here, however, in- 
creased to such a degree, that he determined to 
return to Saint Germain^ and was on his way 
thither when he stopped to sleep at the castle 
of Rambouillet. Although he Imd intended to 
stay here only one nighty he was induced^ by a 
short respite which he enjoyed from the pain 
that tormented him, to go a hunting on the fol- 
lowing day, and to prolong his stay. His illness 
soon returned with such force^ as to make his 
removal impossible. The fever became much 
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CHAP, more violent ; the ulcer, which was the seat of 
^"^"' his disorder, became inflamed ; and the pain 
he endured was insupportable. He felt that 
his dissolution was approaching-, and resigned 
himself to his inevitable late with pious for- 
titude. 

m^M^ts. ^^ ^^* ^^^ ^^^ dauphin, with whom he had 
a long conversation, wherein^ in contemplation 
of his approaching deaths he gave him such 
advice as his experience had suggested for the 
exercise of the authority that was about to de- 
volve upon him. He recommended to him the 
care of his people^ and enjoined him to di- 
minish, as nmch as possible, the public taxes, 
which the necessities of the country had com- 
pelled him to impose. Although tMs is a piece 
of advice which dying kings are commonly 
more inclined to give to their successors than 
to adopt in their own lives, Francis had aflbrded 
some proof of the sincaity of his counsels by 
the ][^rovidence and economy with which he 
had managed the revenues of his state for some 
years past. Notwithstanding the exhausting 
effiects of his wars, the liberality with which he 
patronized science and thearts^ tiie magnificence 
of his public undertakings^ and the splendour 
of his courts he left at his death four hundred 
thousand crovims of clear surplus in his eofiers, 
and one quarter of the year's revenue as yet 
uncollected. His advice to his son upon this, 
as on most other points, was disregarded; the 
extravagant prodigality of his successor soon 
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dissipated the treasure which Francis had amass- chap. 
ed, and the country's finances presented in the ^^^^ 
next reign a very different aspect. 

Francis's animosity against Montmorenci, or 
his fear of the attempts to which his late favou- 
rite's ambition might lead him^ was so strong, 
that he commanded his son not to recall him ; 
he advised him also to control the <:limbing 
dispositions of the Guises, and not to permit 
them to interfere with the management of the 
public affairs. On both points Henry disre^ 
garded his injunctionsj but the troubled reigns 
of his children proved the prophetic wisdom of 
Francis's dying hours, (a) 

W hile he endeavoured to guard his son against 
the evils which he saw were likely to assail him, 
through the interested practices of these objects 
of his distrust^ he recommended to his confi- 
dence the cardinal de Tournon and the admi- 
ral d'Annebaut^ of whose services he expressed 
himself in terms of affection and gratitude. 
The latter^ contrary to the example of most of 
those who had preceded him in his offices^ had 
impoverished himself by his earnest endeavours 
for the public good. Francis bequeathed him 
by his will one hundred thousand crowns^ a 

{a) In allasion to tbis, Charles IX. wrote the following 
lines :— 

*' Le roi Francois ne iailloit point, 

Quand il pr^dit que cenx de Guise. 
Mettroient ses enfans en ponrpoint 
Et tons ses sujets 4 chemise.** 
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CHAP, considerable sum at that time, which was re- 
^"^"' ceived by d'Annebaut aa a gratifying testimoDy 
of the king's good opinion. 
HitdMth. On the 31st of March, 1537^ Francis died, in 
the fifty-third year of his age, having reigned 
over France during an eventful period of thirty- 
two years and three months* He was buried 
with extraordinary magnificence, eleven car- 
dinals assisted at the funeral ceremony. The 
heralds, whose duty it was to announce his death, 
proclaimed him as a prince gentle in peace, 
and victorious in war ; the father of letters and 
the restorer of liberal arts, (a) 
i«.eofbu By his second marriage with the queen Elea- 
"■"**■** nora of Portugal^ Francis had no issue. By 
Claude, his first wife, he had three sons: 1st, 
Francois, bora the 28th of February, 1617, vrho 
died at the Chateau de Tournon, in August, 
1596. 2d^ Henri^ who afterwards succeeded 
to the throne, born at Saint Germain-en-Laye, 
dlst March, 1519. 3d, Charles, duke of Or- 
leans, born at Saint Grermain-en-Laye, 22d 
January, 1522; died at For^t-Moutier the 9th 
of September, 1545. The same marriage pro- 
duced him four daughters. Louisa, born at 
Amboise, the 19th of August, 1515, and Char- 
lotte, bom 23d October, 1516, both of whom 
died in their childhood. Madeleine, born at 
Saint Germain, 10th August, 1520, married to 
James V. of Scotland, 1st January, 1537, and 

(ii) Mezerajr. 
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died in the same year. Marguerite, born at chap. 
Paris, 5th of June, 1523; who was married ^^"' 
after the king's death to the duke of Savoy. 

It has been common to institute a comparison 
between Francis the First and his great rival, 
Charles the Fifth, the result of which has in no 
ca?e been satisfactory. There are few points in 
the character of either, upon which their relative 
merits can be ascertained by means of contrast ; 
and Francis is indebted for the superiority which 
has been commonly assigned to him, rather to 
the more amiable and popular parts of his dispo- 
sition, than to any greater moral or intellectual 
excellence he possessed. While human feelings 
are connected with human judgment, it will be 
impossible not to prefer the gaiety, generosity, 
and frankness of Francis to the morose, jea> 
Ions, and fraudulent temper of Charles. In po- 
litical knowledge, and in the talents which are 
requisite to govern a nation, Charles had the 
pre-eminence ; in every thing besides it ought 
to be decreed to Francis. The damning sin of 
the French monarch, and that which it is most 
difficult to palliate, was his cruel persecution of 
the reformers; the other vices atid weaknesses 
which he displayed belong to the age in which 
he lived, and to that corrupt nature which pre- 
vails to a greater or less extent in all human 
beings. But in estimating his merits, it should 
never be forgotten, that he did much by his own 
personal exertions and example to raise thecha- 
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CHAP, racter of the French nation, and that bis equi- 
^"^"' table administration of the government, his libe- 
ral and sagacious institutions, contributed emi- 
nently to favour in its advance the march of 
improvement v^hich had begun in Europe. 
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No. I. 

(Vol.1. PftgelU.) 

There is in the British Museum a manuscript, (a) de- 
tailing the ceremonies with which the young queen was 
received into Paris ; and which, besides the interest which 
belongs to it on that account, is remarkable as being one 
of the most beautifully illuminated manuscripts of the 
time. It relates only to the preparations made by the 
municipality of Paris, and purposely omits all mention 
of the festivities with which the nobles and gentlemen of 
the court welcomed her majesty. The book appears to 
have been presented to the queen by the author, Pierre 
Grigoire, who very modestly styles himself ^* simple 
aprentiz des rhetoriciens eloquens, orateurs, facte urs, 
et compositeurs modeme et Fran9ois." He says, in his 
dedication, that he was unwilling that her magnificent 
and triumphal entry should be forgotten, or not be accu* 
rately remembered; and this, he says, addressing the 
queen, had determined him ^ descrypre et rediger en 
histoyre ce qui afot6 faict en icelle yille tant i Thonneur 
du roy et du royaulme que de vous." 

The pageant was like all other similar affairs. At the 
different stages of the queen's progress through the city 

(a) MSS. Cotton. VeapMiaii, B. iU 
VOL. II. 2 C 
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scaffolds were erected, on which were placed paintiDgs 
and emblematical figures, expressing the satisfaction of 
the good people of Paris at the event. The first was 
a ship, loaded with corn and wine, in which the queen's 
representative was in the shape of Ceres, and the 
king's in that of Bacchus ; then there were fountains, in 
the basins of which the rovse and lily grew conjointlj; 
' his holiness the Pope, the mythological deities, and the 
cardinal virtues, were jumbled together without much 
classical propriety; but as the whole display was ex- 
tremely gorgeous, it probably satisfied those for whose 
amusement it was devised, as well as if it had been in all 
respects critically correct "At every show were verses 
inscribed, and there was stationed a very necessary 
functionary, called I'Expositeur, whose duty it was to 
explain the meaning of the allegories. The union of 
the lily and the rose, and the visit of queen Sheba to 
king Solomon, were the mosi favourite of the aDusions; 
the following rondeau relating to the latter is a fair 
specimen of the general poetry of Messire Pierre Gri- 
goire. They were the verses inscribed under the scaf- 
fold on which were represented king Solomon as LouiSf 
and Sheba as queen Mary. 

RONDRHU. 

Noble Sabba* dame de renomm^e* 

Est venu veoir Salomoa le ties nige^ 
Qui la reoeve d*Qog anKwreux cowaige 

Pu sur toutei la prii^e et aym^e. 

C*est la royne de veitus enflam^» 
Belle et bonne, vertueuse en langaige. 

Noble Sabba. 

Le Tiea»Chre8tkn sachant qu^elle eat fiun^e 
A print plaisir veoir en ion beritage* 
Le beau present de paiz — ^viay mari^ge 

CeA ensuyvy dont elle est estimie, 

Noble Sabba. 

Deanmtoquel eschaAialteiloiti]Dgeiqx>sitear,quidisoit ce qui s^enamt 
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L*£XP08ITEUR. 

Sabba royme princesse de lenoniy 

Apporta doDs precieulx et riubesBe 
Au vertueux noble roy Salomon* 

Qui la receut en joye et en ItoK; 

Mais Marie, nostra reine et maistresee, 
A apporte au roy doulx et conrtoys 
Present de paix pour Francois et Anglois. 

Mr. Ellis, to whose intelligence and research modern 
history is under very heavy obligations, a load which is 
daily increasing, has given another song relating to the 
same affair, (a) 

Chanson paictb bn l*honnbur db Madamb Mabib. 

Reveilkz voos coeurs endoimis 

Qui des Anglois estes amys 

Cbantons Ave-MaitA, 

La Tboison d*or et le pourpris 

Des cbasteauiz, aigles, et des litz, 

Joyia dame Maiia. 

Reveilki voos, Ice. 

Marie, fiUe da vray lilz, 

Henry septiesme roy de pris, 

F^oe sur tous les princes. 

Reveillez vous, lie 

Delyvrera de gnms ennuyt 

Tout Flandres des aes ennemys. 

Remontant les eglnes. 

Reveillei vom, lee. 

RejoiveK vous, je vous diz» 

Cbantex Bonrgunynons tous unis 

A ce hauU manage. 

Reveillei vous. Ice. 

Car d*icy a nulle foiz dbc, 
Meferanyfiitaupois, 

Td paix, tel lignaige. 

Reveiilei vous, lie. 

(a) HiH. Uiiers, vol. i. p. 287. 

2c2 
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Nous prydons, giant et peCia, 
Que les toys loient tous boiu $xdj% 
Et paix ptr tout le moiide. 



Reveillcz rou^ ice. 



£t que eo la fio en 
Noel cfaantons tous ^lays 
De voix et de cueur munde. 



Bsvtillcs TOU% kc,{a) 



No. II. 

(Vol.1. P^U5.) 

Oi}B own chronicler, Hall, has supplied the deficiency 
which the ** simple aprentiz" has left. His descriptions, 
always highly striking and picturesque, are in no respect 
more fortunate than those he has devoted to his own 
princess's entry as the queen of that which was justly 
considered the first realm in Europe next to England* 
He passes over the glories of the ** Prevdst des mar* 
chands et ech6vins de la ville de Paris," on which Mes« 
sire Pierre Grigoire dilates with so much fervour, and^is 
more at home in his account of the jousts which were 
held in honour of the event, and in which he had the 
satisfaction of seeing the knights of England demean 
themselves in a distinguished manner. 

** Monday, the vi. daye of November, the sayde quene 
was receyved into the citie of Parys, after the order 
that foloweth. First, the garde of the cytee met with 
her with oute Sayncte Denyce, all in coates of golde^ 
smythes woorke with shippes gylt, and after them mett 
he? all the prestos and relygibus, whiche were esteemed 
to be III fH. The quene was in a chyse couered about 
(but not ouer her person) in white cloth of golde, the 
horses that drewe it couered in cloth of golde, on her 
bed a coronal! all of greate perles, her necke and brest 
full of juels; before her wente a garde of Almaynes 

(a) mSS. CoiUm. liiL A. Ufi. f.l. 
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after ther rascion, and after them all noblemen, as the 
dolphin, the duke of Alanson, the duke of Burbon, the 
duke of Vandosme, the duke of Longeujle, and the duke 
of Suffolke, the marques Dorsett • . • • cardynalles, and 
a gpreate nomber of estates; about her person rode the 
kynges garde, whiche were Scottes. Thus was this quene 
receyed into Paris, and so conveyed to the cathedral 
churche, and ther offered, and from thence to the paU 
lajce, where she offered at the holj chapel, and from 
thence she went to her lodgjng for that nyght, for 
whome was provided a greate supper and the herauldes 
a larges, and had to them geven a ship of silver and gjlt, 
and other plate to the valewe of cc. marke, and after 
supper began daunsynge and pastyme. On the morowe 
began the iustes, ^d the dolphin w^ his aydes entered 
the feld; the apparell and bardes were cloth of golde, 
cloth of syluer, and crymsyn veluet, kanteled together 
all in one sute. They shewed themselfs before the kyng 
and quene, who were in a goodly stage, and the quene 
stode, so that all men might see her and wondered at 
her beautie', and the kyng was feble, ahd lay on a couche 
for weaknes. These entered y* couHerparte by a rayle for 
combryng the place. These iustes contynued iii dayes, 
in the whiche were aunswered iii. hundred and vi. men of 
armes and euery man ran vi. courses, and with sharpe 
speres, dyuerse were slayne and not spoken of: the Eng« 
lish lordes and knyghtes dyd as well as the best or any 
of the other. At the randon and tournay the duke of 
Suffolke hurt a gentleman that he was like to dye, the 
marques strok mounsire Gun, an Albanoys, with his 
spere, and persed his hed pece, and put hym in iedpardy ; 
the duke of Suffolke in the tornay ouerthrewe a man of 
armes, horse and man, and so dyd the lorde marques 
another, and yet the frenchmen woulde in no wyse prayso 
them. At this tornay the dolphin was hurt in the hand, 
so that he coulde not performe hys chalenge at the bar- 
riers, and put one of his ayde in his rome ; the nexte 
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dajre after began tiie fight at the barriers, and because 
the dolphin was not present, the duke of Sufiblke and the 
lorde marques Dorsett that daje began the feld, and toke 
the barriers with speres in hand, abydjng all coromers. 
The dolphin brought a man secretly, which in al the 
court of Fraunce was the tallest and the strongest man, 
and he was an Almajne, and put him in the place of 
an other person to haue the duke of Suffolke rebuked* 
The same great Almajne came to the barres fjerslf 
with face lijd, because he would not be knowen, and 
bare hjs spere to the duke of Suffolke with all his 
strength, and the duke him receiued, and for all his 
strength put hym by strong strokes from the barriers, 
and with the but ende of the spere strake the Almaine 
that he staggared, but for al that the Almayne strake 
stro'gly and hardly at the duke, and the iudges suffered 
many mo strokes to be foughten then were appoincted, 
but whe' they saw the Almayne rele and staggar, then 
they let fall the rayle betwene them. The lorde marques 
Dorsett at the same time, euen at the same barre, fought 
with a gentleman of Fraunce that he lost his spere, and 
in maner withdrewe : when the rayle was let fal, these 
two noble men put up their visers, and toke ayer, and 
then they tooke swerdes with poynct and edges abated, 
and came to the barriers, and y* Almayne foughte sore 
with the duke, which imagined that he was a person sett 
on for the nonce', but y* duke by pure strength tooke 
hym about the necke, and pomeled so aboute the hed 
that the bloud yssued out of hys nose, and then they 
were departed, and the Almayne was conueyed by the 
dolphin lest he should be knowen. These twoo noble 
men of Englande that day fought valiantly diuerse feates, 
and the Frenchmen likewise nobly them defended ; but 
it happened the lord marques one time to put for his 
aide his you'gest brother, called the lorde Edwarde Grey, 
of the age of xix yere, and to hym was put a gentleman 
of Fraunce of greate stature and strenght, to the intente 
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to plucke hym ouer the barres, but jet the jounge lorde 
was of suche strength, powre, and pollecj, that he so 
stroke his aduersarie that he disarmed hym al the face 
bare. Thus was these entrepryces fynished to the laude 
of al parties, and thenglyshmen receyued much bo- 
no ure and no spott of rebuke, yet they were princly 
sett at and in many ieopardies ; for the declaration of 
this triumphe he that sawe it can tell howe goodly the 
coursers trotted, bou'ded and quickly turned: how va- 
liantly the men of armes behaued them selfes, and howe 
the duke of Borbones bende was apparelled and bassed 
in tawny veluet and clothe of syluer clowdy; the bende 
of therle of Sayncte Polle apparelled and barded in 
purple velvet, all to cutt on purple satten ; the enfante 
of Arragon, sonne of Frederycke, last kynge of Naples, 
and hys bende, al in clothe of golde and syluer pakd. 
This lord was but young, but was very towarde. The 
duke of Vandosme and his bende, in clothe of golde and 
pluncket veluet. The dolphin and hys aydes were eoerj 
daye newe apparelled at his coste, one day in sylver 
and golde, a nother in crymesyn veluet and yelowe 
veluet, and another daye in white veluet and grene, 
some daye myrted with satyn, some daie embrawdered» 
some daye pounced with golde, and so euery daye in 
chaunge as the woorkers fantasye coulde devyse, but the 
Englishemen had euer on their apparell red crosses to 
be knowen, for loue of ther cou'tre : at thys triumphe 
the countie Galeas came into the place on a jenett 
trapped in blewe satten, and he hymselfe lykewyse ap- 
parelled, and ran a corse with a spere, whicbe was at the 
bed v. ynches on euery side square, that is, xx ynches 
about, and at the bur ix. ynches square, that is, xxxvi. 
ynches; this spere was massy tymber, and yet for al 
that, he ra' clearre with it a long course, and slightely 
anoyded it, to hys great honour.*' 



9(9 AFPEIfPIX» HP* III. 

No. III. 

(VoUL Page 174.) 

tteitre de Francois /., d Madame Louhe de Savoyt^ sa 
mire^ RegeiUe en France^ 9ur la d6faiie des Smsses i 
Mariynan. (a) ' 

Madame, 

Apiii que sojez bien informee du fait de 
nostra bataill0t je vous aTise que hier i lieure d*oiie 
heuFe aprte midi, nostra guet, qui Moit sor les portes 
de Milan, nous avertit corame les Suisses se jetoient 
hors de la ville pour nous Tenir* combattre; k- 
quelle chose entendue, jetasmes nos lansquenets en 
ordre, c*est ft saroir en trois troupes, les deux de 
neuf mille bommes, et la tierce d'environ quatre mWe 
hommes, que Pon appelle les enfans perdus de Pierre 
de Navarre, (b) sur le coste ' des avenues avec les gens 
de pied de France (c) et aventuriers ; et parceque Ta** 
venue par oix venoient lesdits Suisses, ^stoit un peu serr6e, 
et ne fut si bien possible mettre nos g^endarmes de Fa* 
vant-g^arde^ comme ce 6stoit en plain pays, qui nous 
• • • • mettre en grand d^sordre, et de ma bataille j' 



(a) This h printed from the text of the abb6 Lenglet du Framoy, in his 
BiitotM fuHJUt comirB ht Bomtmtf who my he extracted It ttaok a 
book intikled, Dmmitu 4k p f fi»nmr$ mMa << paS H gMa t , pttt AfiMtit d» 
Zacai, capiiaHie dit dwUtm de JAwltef, «i» BawbmmoUy M. Pcrit, 16IS. 
366. Hie author of the latter work statei^ that he was the poMOMor of the 
original letter. 

(6) Tbeie were rolnnteen, wko reeeived no pay, aad whoae dilef privi- 
lege la the amy wai, that they were pennitted to engage la the moA des- 
perate enttrpriaei^ and to fona the ^ forlorn hope.** Tbey were priadJKally 
the younger miui of gentlemen, and their only wealth conaiited in their 
horeet and armour. In an enemy*a country they lired at discretion, and al- 
though fhefar ordinary employmeat was ef the moat haiardous klad, they 
were certaio of rapid promotion if they dlstiagalahed thcBiBelyse ea any re- 
Biarkable occasion. 

(c) The French inihatry, so called to distinguish then fhm the lans- 
kaechts. 
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tois i ung traict d'arc en deux troupes de ma gensdar- 
merie, et ft mon dos mon frire d'Alen^on avec le de« 
meurant de son arri^re-igarde, et nostre artillerie sur les 
avenues. Et au regard 'des Suisses, ils 6stoient en trois 
troupes, la premi&re de dix milloy la seconde de huit 
mille hommes, et la tierce de dix mille hommes ; yous 
assurant qu'ils venoient pour chastier ung prince, s'ii 
n'eust ^te bien accompagne; car d*entr£e de table 
qu'ils sentirent nostre artillerie tirer, ils prindrent le 
pays convert, ainsi que le soleil se commencoit k cou- 
cher de sorte que nous ne leur fismes pas grant mal 
pour rheure de nostre artillerie; et vous assure qu'il 
n'est pas possible de venir en plus grand fureur ni plus 
ardemment. Us trouvferent les gens de cheval de Fa* 
vant-garde par le coste ; et combien que lesdits hommes 
d'armes chargeassent bien et gaillardement, le conne- 
table, le marechal Chabannes, Ymberconrt, Telligny, 
Pont de Remj et autres qui &toient Ul ! Si furent-ils re- 
boutez sur leurs gens de pied, de sorte avec grande 
poussi^re que Ton ne se pouvoit veoir, aussi que la nuit 
venoit ; il j eust quelque peu de d^sordre ; mais Dieu 
me feist la gr&ce de venir sur le coate de ceus qui les 
chassoient un peu chaudement ; me sembla bon de les 
chargir, et le furent de sorti ; et vous promets, Madame, 
si bien accompagnes et quelques gentils galans qu*ils 
soient, deux cens hommes d'armes qui nous estions, en 
defismes bien quatre milles Suisses, et les repoussftmes 
assez rudement, leur faisitnt jeter leurs piques, et crier 
France ! Laquelle chose donna haleine k nos gens de 
la pluspart de nostre bande, et ceulx qui me purent 
suivre, allasmes trouver une autre bande de huit mille 
hommes, laquelle & Papprocher crie etions qui fussent 
lansquenets ; car la nuit 6stoit dejft bien noire. Toute- 
fois, quand ce vint & crier France! je vous assure qu'ils 
nous jet^rent cinq ou six cents jusques au nez, nous 
monstrant qu*ils n'estoient point nos amis. Nonobstant 
cela si furcnt-ils charges ct remis en dedans leurs tcntes, 



394 APPENDIX, ffO. III. 

•n telle sorte qu'ils laisserent de sirivre les lansqueneia; 
et nous, voyant la nuit noire, et n'eust istk la lune, qui 
aidoit, nous eussions este bien emp£clies k congnoistre 
runl'autre; et m'en allai jeter dans rartillerie, etii 
rallier cinq ou six mille lansquenets, et quelques trois 
cents bommes d'armes, de telle sorte que je tins ferme 
i la ^osse bande des Suisses. Et cependant mon Aire (a) 
le cotinetable rallia tons les pistons Fran9ois et quelque 
nombre de gendarmerie, et leur fit une charge si rude, 
qu'il en tailla cinq bu six mille en pieces, et jeta cette 
bande dehors: et nous par Pautre cost£ leur fismestirer 
une vol^e d'artillerie a Tautre bande, et quant et quant 
les chargeasmes de sorte que les emportasmes, et leur 
fisroes passer un gue qu'ils avoient passe sur nous. Ceta 
fait, ralliasmes tons nos gens et retournasmes i Tartil- 
lerie, et mon frere le connetable sur Tautre coin du 
camp; carles Suisses se log^rentbien prte de nous, si 
pr^ que j'eusse bien tir6 ung etoeuf, (b) et n'j avoit 
qu'un fosse entre deux. Toute la nuit demeurasmes le 
cul sur la selle, la lance au poing, I'armet i la t^e, et 
DOS lansquenets en ordre pour combattre, et pour ce 
que j'etois le plus pvhs de nos ennemis, m*a fallu faire 
le guet, de sorte qu'ils ne nous ont point surpris au ma- 
tin; et faut que vous entendiez que le combat du soir 
dura depuis les trois heures apr^ midi jusques entre 
onze et douze heures que la lune nous faillit; et y fut 
faite une trentaine de belles charges. La nuit nous de« 
partit; et mismes la paille pour reeommencer au ma* 
tin; (c) et crojez, Madame, que nous avons este vingU 

(o) Francis calls the constable his brother^ either in allasion to his beinp 
of the royal blood, or to that brotherhood in arms which was common in 
the daya of chivalry , and of which the memory was not yet loat. Vide 
Du Gauge sur Joinyille. Viisert. zxi. 

(6) Ttiis is an allusion to a eport which was common in Francises native 
province. The etoeuf was a ball of leather somewhat larger than an egg, 
and filled with bran, which the countrymen played with at a game resem- 
blingr tennis. 

(c) This phrase, which has been understood literally by some of those 
who have commented on the letter, and hats been wholly misunderstood by 
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huit heures a cheval, Tarmet k la teste, sans boire ny 
sans manger. Au matin une heure avant jour prins place 
autre que la nostre, laquelle sembla bonne au capitaine 
des landsquenets, et I'ay mande k mon frere le connes- 
table pour soy tenir par Tautre avenue, et pareillement 
Tay mande a mon fr^re d'Alen9on, qui au soir n'estoit 
pu venir, et d^ le point du jour que peusmes veoir, me 
jetai hors du fort, avec les deux cents gentilhommes, qui 
m'estoient demeures du reste du combat et ay envoy6 
querir le grand-maistre, qui se vint joindre avec moy, 
avec trois cents hommes d*armes» et cela fait, messieurs 
les Suisses se sent jetes en leurs ordres, et deliberes d'es- 
suyer encore la fortune du combat. Et comme ils 
marchoient hors de leur logis, leur fis dresser une 
douzaine de coups de canon qui prindrent en pied, de 
sorte que de grand trot retourn&rent en leur logis, se 
mirent en deux bandes, et pour ce que leur logis estoit 
fort et que ne les pouvions chasser, ils me laisserent k 
mon nez huit mille hommes, et toute leur artillerie, et 
les autres deux bandes les envoyerent aux deux coins du 
camp ; I'une h mon fr&re le connestable, et I'autre k mon 
frere d'Alengon. La premiere fut au connestable, qui 
fut veriueusement reculee par les aventuriers Francois 
de Pierre de Navarre. Ils furent repousses et tallies 
outre grand nombre des leurs, et se rallierent cinq ou 
six mille, lesquels cinq ou six mille aventuriers defirent 
avec I'aide du connestable qui se mesla parmi, avec 
quelque nombre de sa gendarmerie. L'autre bande 
qui vint a mon frere fut tr^ bien recueillie, et k celle 
heure Ik arriva Barthelemi d'Alvian avec la bande des 
Yenitiens, gens de cheval, qui tous ensemble les tail- 
lerent en pieces, et moy estois vis-a^vis les landsquenets 
de la grosse troupe qui bombardions I'un I'autre, et 

others, is in accordance with the tone of badinage which pervades the letter. 
Frauds, when he said that the nigpht parted the combatants, and that they 
made a mark where they left off, that they might know where to begin 
again on the following morning, hardly expected that his Joke should be 
taken seriously. 
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^oit ft qui S6 (Kiog^eroit, et avons tena \)ute huit heares 
k toute I'artillerie des Suisses, que je vous asseure qu*elle 
a fait baisser beaucoup de testes.' A la fin de cette 
grosse bande, qui 6stoit ▼is^ris de moj envoj^rent 
cinq mille hommes, lesquels renvers&rent quelque peu 
de nos gfensdarmes, qui chassoient ceulx que mon firfere 
d'AIen^on avott rompus, lesquels vhirent jusques au 
landsquenets, qui furent si bien recueillis de coups de 
haquebutes, de lances et de canon, qu^il n*en rechappa 
la queue d*un, car tout le camp vinti la hu^ sur ceulx- 
1ft, et se ralliferent sur eux ; et cela fait fismes semblant 
de marcher auls autres, lesquels se mirent en desordre, 
et laissftrent leur artillerie, et s'enfuirent ft Milan ; et de 
vin^huit mille hommes qui 1ft 6stoient Tenus, n'en r6- 
chapa que trois mille, quails ne fussent tons morts ou pris ; 
et des nostres, j'ai fait faire rerue, et n*en trouve ft dire 
qu'enyiron quatre mille. Le tons, je prens tant d'un 
coste que d'autre ft trente mille hommes. La bataille a 
kftb longue, et dura depuis hier sur les trois heures apr^ 
midi, jusques aujourd'hui deux heures, sans savoir qui 
I'avoit perdue ou gpagnee, sans cesser de combattre, 
ou de tirer rartillerie jour ou nuit, et yous assure, Ma- 
dame, que j'ai tu les landsquenets mesurer la pique 
aux Suisses, la lance aux gendarmes, et ne dira-t-on 
plus que les gendarmess sont lifevres arm^, car sans 
point de fauie, ce sont euls qui ont fait Texecution, 
et ne penserois point mentir que par cinq cents, et 
par cinq cents, il n'ait 6st6 fait trente belles charges 
ayant que la bataille fut gaign^e. Et tout bien debat- 
tu depuis deux mille ans en 9ft, n'a point este yeue une 
si fifere ni si cruelle bataille» ainsi que disent ceux de 
Rayennes, que ce ne f&st au prix qu'un tiercelet. Ma* 
dame, le s^nechal d*Armagnac ayec son artillerie, ose 
bien dire qu*il ft ^sti cause en partie du gain de la 
bataille, car jamais homrae n'en seroit mieux. Et, Dieu 
merci, tout fnict bonne ch&re. Je coramencerai par moy 
et par mon fr^re le conncstable, par M. de Vend6me, 
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par M« de Saint Pol, M. de Guise, le marecbal de Ctm* 
baones, le grand mabtre, HL de Longueville. 11 a'est 
mort de gens de renom qu' Ymbercourt et Buasy qui 
est i I'extremite, et est grand dommage de ces deux 
personnages. 11 est mort quelques gentilhomtnes de ma 
maison, que vous sauvez bien sans que le vous revive. 
Le prince de Talmond est fort bless6, et vous veuz en- 
core assurer que mon frfere le connetable et M. de Saint 
Pol ont aussi bien rompu bois, que gentilhommes de la 
compagnie queb qu'ils soient, et de ce j'en parle comme 
celui qui I'a vu, car ils ne s'epargnoient point plus, 
que sangliers echaufies. Au demeurant, madame, faites 
bien remercier Dieu partout le rojaume de la victoire 
qu'ils luy a pleu nous donner, car je lui suis plus tenu 
qu'a gentilhommes du rojaume. Madame tous vous 
mocquerez de Messieurs de Lautrec et de Monsieur de 
Lescun, et de Michau, qui ne se sont point trouv&B 4 la 
bataillei et se sont amuses k I'appointement des Suisses 
qui se sont mocques d*euls; nous faisons icL grand 
doubte du comte de Sanzerre, pont ce que ne le trou** 
vons point. 

Madame, je supplie le Cr^ateur vous donner tr^ bonne 
vie et longue. Escrit au camp de Sainte Brigide, le 
Yendredy, quatorziime jour de Septembre Tan mil einq 
cent quinze. 

Yottre tr^ bumble et obeissant fils. 

. Frahcoys. 



No. IV. 

(VoT.l. Pigel75.) 



The author of the life of Bayard has omitted the cir- 
cumstances which attended the knighting of Francb by 
Bayard, and has simply said, that ** the king, desirous 
of doing him signal honour, received the order of knight- 
hood (vam his hands. Wherein he did wisely ; for by 
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one more worthy it could not hare been conferred on 
htm/' Sjmphorien Champier has ^ven a particular ac- 
count of the ceremony, of which the following is a trans- 
lation ; 

** The king, before he began to create knights, called 
unto him the noble chevalier Bayard, and said : * My 
friend I|ayard, I wish this day to be knighted by your 
hand, because the knight that hath fought on foot and 
on horseback in many battles, is held and reputed among 
all others the most worthy. Now thus it is with you, 
seeing that, in divers battles and conquests you have 
valiantly combatted against many nations/ To the words 
of the king Bayard made answer ; * Sire, he that is 
king of so noble a kingdom, is knight above all other 
knights/ * Howbeit, Bayard/ said the king, * do quickly 
as I say; no laws must be alleged here, nor canons 
either, save those of steel, of brass, or of iron. Obey 
iny will and commandment, if you desire to be reckoned 
among my good servants and subjects/ * In good sooth. 
Sire/ replies Bayard, * since it is your pleasure, if once 
be not enough, I will d6 it times out of number, so to 
fulfil, unworthy as I am, your will and commandment/ 
Then Bayard took his sword, and said i * Sire, may the 
ceremony be as efficacious as though it were performed 
by Roland or Oliver, Godfrey or Baldwin his brother ! 
verily you are the first prince (a) that ever I dubbed a 
knight. God grant that you never fly during time of 
war!' Then, holding his sword in his right hand, he 
sportively exclaimed, * Thou art very fortunate in that 
thou hast conferred the order of knighthood this day on 
so brave and powerful a king. Certes, my good sword, 
thou shalt be carefully preserved as a relic, and ho- 
noured above all others; and I will never wear thee, 

(a) It Is not kiMwii at what tiine of hit life Iw eonferred the arte of 
kn&ghthood oa the duke of Bourbon'a aon, who was yet in the anna of his 
niuae. Journeying to Moalins, he yisited this prince, and, at his request, 
made (he child a knight« * 
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except against Turks, Saracens, or Moors ;' with that h6 
made two leaps, and then replaced his sword in the 
scabbard*" 

This sword has been lost. Charles Emanuel, duke of 
Savoy, requested it of Bayard's heirs. One of them, 
Charles du Motet, lord of ChichiUane,senthim in default 
of it the battle-axe which Bayard had made use of. The 
duke told the Dauphinese gentleman, when he wrote to 
thank him for this present, ^ that in the midst of the 
pleasure he felt at beholding this weapon, placed in the 
worthiest part of his gallery, he could scarce choose but 
regret that it was not in such good hands as those of its 
original owner." — Life of Bayard^ English translation, 
vol. ii. p. 275. 

No. VI. 

(Vol.1. Page 455.) 

MSS. Harl. No. 282. 

This is a letter written by Wolsey to Pace, who was at 
that time the English king's secretary at the emperor's 
court It rehearses the contents of a set of Pace's dis- 
patches with great minuteness, and at once explains the 
state of feeling which prevailed at the imperial court, 
and in the mind of Bourbon, and is a good specimen 
of the prolix but able style in which all Wolsey's dis- 
patches are written. The whole document is too long 
for insertion ; but the extract which follows is all that 
relates to the contents of Pace's letters. 

** Master secretarye, I comende me unto you in voj 
most herty manner, ascertaynyng you that the vii^ daj 
of this instant month of July arryved here, sending your 
Ires sent by a special curro' unto Meghlyn, and from 
tiiens hither by the king's post : whereof oon was directed 
unto the king's highnes & to me jointely, ij other unto 
me apart, and a post scripta with the copie of another 
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therein copied, addreved uoto the kiogV grace and to 
me. Tber waaabo w^ the said Ivet on estymate of the 
monethlj charge of the duke of Burbon's amyes, a 
memorial in frenche delivered unto jmi by the diifce 
of Burbon, mencionyag what i$ requisite to of ij things to 
be don for the best adranoemept of the present aSiirfs. 
A letter of the duke of Burbon's directed to the king's 
highneSy oon from the same duke to me, oon from the 
Ticeroy of Naples to the king's gracoi and oon from hym 
unto me, oon from mons^ Pontivers to tfie king^s gmcet and 
oon to me, and oon from the mques of Piscare, addrssied 
unto the kmg's highnes. Al the said Ires bearing date at 
Savalian the zzv^ day of the last moneth, except these 
of the viceroy of Naples, which were dated the zadiij^ 
Jay. In the gretter of your said Ires to me directed, 
after rehearsal made of such advrtisements as ye by your 
former Ires made unto the king's highnes & to me of the 
state, nombre, qualites & intent of thai armye ye fui dis* 
cretely shew and declare what further things w^re then 
succeded worthy advrtisement, as wel concernyaig ihe 
progresse of that army passinge towards Nice, as also the 
con'fa'con & conclusion taken bytwene the duke of Bur«* 
bon & you for making of his othe after the forme in the 
said copye thereof composed, w* such other devises as the 
duke of Burbon had with you touching the effect of the 
said bil, in frencb, by him to you delyvred, and what 
he thought expedient to be don on the king's ptie, what 
the charge also of that armye amount unto monlbelf, 
desjrring the king's bigness and me to pondre that metre 
accordingly for the king's honor and profite and re» 
covrey of his righte in France. Saying further that if 
the king's grace wqI put to his hand and not let slip the 
grete and evident occasion he bathe to reoovre the 
crown of France, the said duke putteth no doubte by the 
aide of his intelligenc to expelle totally the FVencbe 
king out of France, and to set the crowne of that reafaie 
upon the king's bed as true enheritor there, making 
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sure by meano of his intelltgenee that the king shall not 
only recovre som possession of bb enheritance in France, 
but the hole realme as he saith. In the same your Ire 
also after a protestacion made upon your fideltte to tb« 
king*, that ye nothings write upon hasty credence or for 
private affeccion, but such thin^ only as are grounded 
upon evident' reason, ye ful substancially declare the 
grete wisdome and vertue whiche ye finde in the duke 
of Burbon, and how ye see hym utterly determyned to 
serve the king's grace truely and faithfullye in the re- 
covre of his croune of France, and neither to make 
practice to be king himself, nor to suffre any other there, 
save only the king's highnes. Declaring also the grete 
puissance and valiauntnes of that armye, with their sure 
disposicion to serve the king's grace, the grete impor- 
tance of the duke of Burbon's person, & of his intelli- 
gence with France, w^ the feblenes of the power of the 
Frenche king — concluding finaly that these things con- 
sidred, reason shall declare the reste, and what shal be 
don on this side in iijj or iii monethes, adding that if the 
king's grace shal neither pass p'sonally into France ne 
send bis lieuten'nt ; it is to be feared that after Province 
& Burbonoys won (if it so fortune) that army shal make 
no further progresse for the king's p'pose. Wheras if 
the king's grace passe the see, the said duke wol joyne 
his armye w^ him. And last of all ye declare in your 
said Ires for howe long tyme that armye is fumyshed 
with moneye, requy'ring me to debate howe in cace the 
king's grace sit stil this somer, the same may be enter- 
tayned in France, w^ their disposicion to strike batail, 
whiche as ye write can not be but evry way to the king'it 
benefit. Ye desire me also to note your opynyon which 
is that ye think expedient that at the lest the king's 
grace shuld advance his own parson to Calais^ &1o lye 
there as wel for the brute and fume that may arise 
therof, as for the fear that it myzt induce to thenemye, and 
cumforte to the duke of Burbon, and also to be nerer to 

VOL. II 2d 
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here from you, and in beter redynes to do that shal he 
most to his p'pose. In the gretter also of your said lr*es, 
directed to the king's highness and to me jointely, ye, 
like a true & faithful counsellor, do for the discharge of 
your own conscience, what so evr shal chance of your 
p'son in this time of the werres, declare your mind & 
opynion touching such p'tenses as be set forthe by the 
Poope's holynes for truce or peace, making mencion of 
two wayes, without oon of whiche ye do think the king's 
highnes can have none honorable end of the ent'prse 
begon ; that is tosay — a notable exploit of warre, or con- 
dicions of peace, wherby it may appere that somthing is 
gotten by thise last warres over and above that which 
was had before shewing therin, also the ferme mind of 
the duke of Burbon to do unto the king's highnes true 
& faithfull s'rvice for recovery of the crown of France, 
myndyng, for no practises^ to declyne from that p'pose, 
so he may be reasonably entertayned betwene the king's 
grace and thempo' (the emperor) & not cast away. 
Adding that ye do evidently see -that by his meanes 
the king's highnes shall not only recovre the crowne 
of France, God willing, but also by his meanes keep 
tke same. And finally declaring as the king's high- 
ness and I never thought otherwise, your sincere pro- 
ceeding, clere from any p'ticular affeccion, save oonly 
to see the king's highness recovre his right in France, 
Your smaller Ire directed to the king's highnes and 
to me, was oonly for direccion of the copie of the 
said othe therin closed, which othe the king's high- 
nes and I like veray wel, specially sens it could be op- 
ieyned in non other forme. And finally, as your other 
Ires, apart to me directed, w'tten after that the duke of 
Burbon was veray religiously confessed and con'crated, 
ye with right effectual words, desyring me for the love I 
have to the king's p'son, honor, and ezaltacion to regard 
that your I're, above all others, w'ten by mature delibera- 
cion, affirm that ye do see in the duke of Burbon to 



APPfilTDIX, NO. VI. 403' 

feithful and so stedfaste minde w'oute vacillacion to' 
helpe the kinge to his crowne of France, that^ if he be' 
assuredly enterte3med the king^ shall assuredly obteyne 
bis crowne in France, thinking expedient that the king's 
grace with all diligence do assure hjm of hjs good 
mjnde and enterteynment, and shewing what practices 
he made to recovre him to the Frenche king by those 
which affirme that the king's grace will make peax or 
trieux w'oute hym ; ye declare also the veray goode 
words spoken unto you by the said duke immediately 
after he was con'crate, touching his promise upon his 
faithe to put the crowne of France upon the king's head, 
or els his hands to be cut off. With many other his 
loving and good demonstracions sounding to that matier, 
concluding last of all that to speak unto me boldly, if I 
do notregarde the premyses,ye wol impute unto me the 
losse of the crowne of France; as your said letters written 
and couched in right effectual and pla}m maner do pur- 
porte more at large. All which premyses I have not only 
diowed, red, and declared unto the king's highnesse, but 
also his grace, I and other of his secret counsaile, have 
substancially perused, digested, debated, and consulted 
upon all and singular the material poynts mencioned in 
the same. And p'ceyving how like a trew, diligent, and 
substanciall counsellor, ye do endeavour and applye 
yourself plainly to notifye and declare unto the king's 
highnesse and to me, as wel the state and proceedyng of 
that armye, as also the relacions and sayings of the duke 
of Burbon and others unto you ; and fynally, your ferme 
mynde and opynyon coneemyng those affaires ye may 
be sure that the king's grace is highly well contented 
with your demeanour and acquitail, geving unto you 
herty thanks for the same, like as I do the semblable for 
my parte. And to the intent that these matiers whiche 
be of high weight, moment, and importance, like as ye to 
your laude, & prayse seriously & playnly have cowched 
your said letters, ample & ordinate answer may be as 

2d2 
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aperteyneth. I shall first notifie unto you to be kept 

and unto youcself and for jour and 

instruccion, what things have been here pondred & con- 
sidered by the king's highnesse and his discrete coun- 
sail upon the contents of your saide letters. And after- 
wards I shal in the later parte of these p'sents in- 
forme you the king's pleasure for answer to be made 
unto the duke of Burbon upon all & singular the pro- 
mysses. And albeit ye shall not find the opynions of 
the king's highness & his said counsail, conformable in 
every thing to that which ye write, ye shal not' m'veile 
ne thinke that yo' letters, declaracions, and a'vice given 
in the same be taken or accepted here, but as things 
proceding from a right, sage, discrete, true, & hei^ 
counsaillor; and like as every man's opynion in counsail, 
is requisite to be herd to the intente that oute of sundry 
reasons and introduccions, the fruste and beste parte 
thereof may be by deleberate avice and Concorde cho- 
sen and taken to out of the contents of your said letters, 
diverse notable things be gadred, whereby the king and 
his counsail, by your advtisement, be much the more 
..•••• howe to resolve and determine the present 
affairs which inasmoche as for this p'tie, they be better 
knowen here by us that be present than they can be by 
you. Being, as ye write, both alone, there w'onte as- 
sistance of any other of the king's counsail, and also not 
{)ossibIe to be ascerteyned in the specialties of all things 
on this side, as if ye were here present, coude not be so 
thoroughly digested & profoundly considered by you 
there as they be and may be here. Which thing the 
king's highness & all his counsail ful wel remembre, & 
do in most thankful man're accepte y' writings accord- 
ingly. ♦ • • 
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No. VII. 

(Vol. II. Pl^^e 4.) 

Vitell. b. vii. p. 76. 
MoNs* ;-*J*ay Receu les Ires q a pleu mescripre. 



par Mods'. , v're ambassadeur, du xv* Janvier. £t 07 ce 
qu*il m'a diet de par vous. Yous merciant irhs humble- 
ment de la bonne volunte quantz aiux communes affaires 
et aux miens particulters. 

MonsF despuis v*res Ixhs escouptis, it nous est advenu 
la bonne fortune ei victoire qu'il a pleu n're S'. nous 
donner contre nos ennemys, de la quelle vous ay ad- 
Tertz, Vocis et vre bon conseil pouvez assez entendre 
ce qui est encores & faire, pour le parachevement des 
communes affaires desquelz ay eu ample deviz avec 
Idessire Roussel, lequel je pus seur vous advertira bien 
au long de toutes choses que ne vous feray longue I're. 
Mais Mons'. ne veiilx oblier pour la fin de cette ne re- 
commander tr^ bumblement a v're bonne grace et gou- 
venance. A la quelle je vous prierai que je demeure 
que ceste affaire Uequert dilligence. . 

Mons'. je prie v're S'. vous donner ivhs bonne vie et 
longue. Escript a Millan le dix*".* Jo', de Mars. 

(The Signature has been cut off.) 



No. VIII. 

(Vol. 11. P^el09.) 

In the Biblioth^ue du Roi, MSS. de Baluze, No. 370^ 
is a collection of poems written by Francis I. The most 
considerable of them is a letter addressed to his mistress, 
who has been commonly supposed to be the countess de 
Chateaubriand, in which he describes his illfated expedi- 
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tion to the Milanese, and the disastrous battle of 
At the commencement are some lines of prose bj way of 
envoi, which commence thus ** Ajant perdu roccasion 
de plaisante escripture, et acquis oubliance de tout con- 
tentement, n*est demoure riens vivant en ma memoire, 
que la souvenance de Totre heureuse bonne ^race/' 

The poem proceeds thus : 

• Tu te pourrois ores imerreiller 
Pourquoi je veulx maintenant travailler, 
Pescrire, vers pour te faire sayoir 
Chose en effect ou tu ne peulx pounreoir. 
En te fiusant jug^er en ton esprit 
Que bien foible est Teffet de mon ecrit, 
Ouyder coucher en fini Ters, & mectre 
IJng infini voulotr sous maulvab maistre. 

Ne trouye Strange, amie, si le veoir 
.Qui tant me pleust a perdu le pouveoir. 
Par quoj je vieos par ma triste ecriture. 
•Te d^larer ma fortune tant dure ; 
Te requerant par notre affection 
Inyisible.& sans division. 
Point ne vouloir prendre m^Iencolje 
De mon 6crit, aussi ne de fascherie ; 
Car tu s^ais bien qu'en ^ande adversite 
Le recorder donner commodity 
D'aulcun repos comptant k ses amys, 
Le d^plaisir en quoj Ton est soubmys. 

S^achez doncques qu'en icelle propre heure, 
Qu^avec toy plus je ne fais demeure ; 
Quant je sentis, comme s'elle oust 6te 
Par desplaisir mon infelicity. 
Mais renommie en vers moi si s'advance. 
Me commandant que feisse diligence ; 
Disant par fer et feu tres ennemys, 
Ont grande part de tes pays soubmyz. 
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Digne ne serois qu'on faymast pour toot veoiry 
Si maintenant oubliois ton devoir ; 
Mais avec toy sans simulation. 
D^sir, honneur, amour, affection, 
Ces quatre la compagnie te feront. 
En nul peril ne t'abondonneront. 

Quand j^entendis que la necessity 
Que je marcbasse estoit pour verite ; 
Je m'advan9aj deffendant mons pays; 
Des ennemys k bon droit trop hays. 

Que dirai plus trop fut prete Tarm^e 
D'honneur conquerre, & de gloire affamee, 
Si feismes tant que nos dits ennemys 
Yeirent nos tentes & pavilions pres mys. 
De passer I'eau qu'on nomme la Durance, 
Feismes debvoir & grande diligence ; 
Mais TEspaignol tourna la sienne envie, 
De combattre pour tost saulver sa vie. 

En reculant de son salut sougneux, 
Prendre Marseille alors m'est envyeuz. 
Dont s*en alia perdant toute esperancCf 
De plus mal faire ne nuyre k la Provence 
En mauldissant Bourbon & ses pratiques, 
Congnoissans bien ses trahisons iniques. 
Avoit un chef avecques eulz louable, 
Et de vertu trop fort recommandable ; 
Celluy estoit pour guerre & paiz esquis» 
De Pesquiere se disoit le marquis* 

Dont par bon sens tons les siens si ralie, 
Et droit chemin preignent de I'ltalie; 
Car a bon droit il estoit Tesperance, 
De tout leur camp par vertu & prudence. 
Par quoy souldarts lui laissent faix et soingi 
De leur salut en ce tres grand besoing : 
Mais pour conseil si ne leur peult donner* 
Pour eulx saulver, vouloir habandonner 
Artillerie & bagaige en effet; 
Car sans cela tout eust est^ deffet, 
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Trop estions pris & puksans aaiis doubtance^ 

Pour combattre sans doubteuse esperaaca^ 

Si la fortune sur moj tant eovjeuse 

D'un trop grand seur n'eust 6te malhrar^nse. 

Et moy vojant la grande diflicuUe, 

Et de le joindre impossibilite, 

Je concluds lors suivre mes ennemjs ; 

Qui ja £toient tous dans les bauts monts mys. 

Pour aultre voye & chemin advancer, 

Dont point d£9eus ne fus de mon pancer. 

A tous mes gens je fais grand ffite & joye 
Pour esprouver cette noavelle voye ; 
En leurs disant, 6 souldarts & amys ; 
Puisque fortune en ee lieu nous a mys, 
Favorisons la sienne volenti. 
Par la vertu de nostre honnestet^, 
Et ne craignant des grands monts la baultesse, 
Vous asseurant sur ma foy & proin^sse ; 
Que si premiers sommes en Italie 
Que sans combat guerre sera finie. 
Par vertu doncq vainquons nos passions, 
Plaisirs, maisons, faut que nous oublions ; 
Donnons repos par ung peu de soufirance. 
Que porterons i ceste nostre France. 

Cela leurs dits pour tousjours esmouvoir 
La nostre arm^e & faire son debvoir : 
Mais pour certain je congneus bien alon 
En la pluspart estre vertu dehors. 

La montaigne de neige revestne 
Leur cueur attriste & leur vouloir se y tue, 
Prenant couleur pour mieulx dissimuler, 
Que bien faiiloit premierement aller 
Sur le fleuve qu'on nomme la Durance; 
Et faire ung pont mectant leur esperance 
Que la longueur romproit leur entreprise, 
Couvrant leur peur du manteau de faiactise ; 
Mais I'eau ne veuit nullement comporter 
Le faix que veoit sur elle a tort porter. 
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Bien nous monstra qu'en elle a plos d'honneur 

Qu'en nos souldarts de caetnr & de bon heur ; 

Car tout soubdaiu se rendit si petite, 

Baissant son cours par trop legiere fuite. 

Que nous laissa passer tout le bagai^e, 

Et camp i gu£ tant nous feir d^aventaige. 

Mais qui pourroit se garder bien d'ajmer. 

Fleurs tant digne & nos souldarts blasmer, 

Ayans faillis que I'eau sans congnoissance 

Ait triumphe d'honneur sur leur offence. 

Doncq passames suivant notre entreprise, 

Estant k nous nouvelle force prise» 

Et tant feismes qu'en unze jours pour veoir» 

Les champs Lombards peusmes appercevoir ; 

Et s'il eust pleu d^ lors k Dieu permettre. 

Que de tons cueurs j'eusse ete le vrai maistre. 

Pour m'obeir en telle diligence 

Que faict de guerre merite qu'on radvance, 

Et qu'en la mer Tarmee de ma part 

De nos ports eust faict diligent depart 

Pour assaillir la terre de Sicile, 

A nous par droit, r^aume tr^fertile ; 

Point je ne fusse aux Espaignols soubmis 

Soubs prison triste esloignant mes amys. 

Sans Roj ne fust notre noble France, 

Ne si longue n'eust est6 mon absence 

Mais non pourtant ne laissaj Tentreprise, 

Tant que rendis Milan subjette et prise ; 

Mes ennemys fuyans de touie parts 

Dans les villes, ^ et li tons eparts. 

Bien je cuidois la victoire certaine 

Et le triumphe emporter pour estraine ; 

Mais quoi le sort de ma felicite 

Fust converty en infelicite. 

Par le vouloir de mes chefs en effet 

Fut empeschi le fruit de tout mon faict. 

Ung seul d'entr'eux conduit par passion 

Faire au rebours de nostre opinion. 
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O comme heureux se peult dire le prince 

En gouTemant sur tout sa province, 

Quand ses subjets de vertu ne font vice, 

Ne congnoissant prouffict que son service ; 

Par quoy je puis k bon droict me douloir, 

De ceulx de qui j'ai congneu le vouloir. 

Pour abr6ger en lieu d'executer, 

Devant Pavie allasmes nous bouter; 

Longtemps j fusmes faisant tout le possible 

Mais de le prendre i, nous fut impossijble ; 

Finablement les nostres ennemys 

Congneurent bien qu'en tel terme estoit mjs : 

Le leur cite si n'estoit secourue, 

Qu'en peu de temps pourroit £tre perdue ; 

Dont conclurent le dost la secourir. 

Tons resolus de vaincre ou de mourir. 

Longtemps j'avois remedie au faict 

Si mon vouloir eust este bien parfait ; 

Car de mes gens soudein je feis partir 

Pour seulement servir de divertir. 

A Naples droict j'envojaj une bande 

La diligence alors leurs recommande ; 

Mais au rebours ils furent negligens 

De tost aller trop paresseux et lents. 

Mais quand fortune au rebours veult venir, 

De tons desseins I'on voit mal adrenir. 

Peu me vallut le soin du commander. 

Gens en guerre souventes foys mander, 

Ne mais aussi les fleuves arrester^ 

Quand victoire je n'ai pii emporter. 

Done ques le terns passant jours froids & courts 

Chemina tant qu'amena le secours ; 

Des ennemys, cherchant lors le combat, 

Et nous aussi voulions bien le debat. 

Trois semaines nous fusmes » prte mys. 

Que plus voysins estions que bons amys. 

Que diray-je la nostre fierete 

En peu de jours perdit I'auctorite ; 
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Sans raison nulle alors la nostre gent 

Se refroidir, s'excusant sur argent. 

Mais I'ennemy qui eust necessite, 

Trop plus que nous feist toute extremite ; 

De nous combattr^ ajant grande doubtance. 

D'estre rompus sans donner coup de lance. 

Dont au matin ils feirent leur entree. 

Dedans le pare, place bien e^al^e, 

£t nous aussi jk estions en bataille ; 

Artillerie bonne avions nous sans faille : 

Mais par tout vray la leur tout au premier. 

Nous gaignasmesy ce ne peult on njer, 

Par quoi la troupe k cheval sans doubtance 

Des ennemis tourna en diligence, 

Pour secourir, car k la rerit^ 

Leurs gens avoient grande necessity. 

Lors je marcbay avecques esperance 

De gain certain sans nulle defiance, 

Treize enseignes de gens d'armes de faict 

Feis demourer fermes pour bon effect : 

Nos Allemands avec eulx je laisse ; 

Leurs commandant qu'ils marchassent sans cesse 

Au petit pas afin que leur desir. 

Fust bien conduit k temps et k lojsir ; 

£t cela faict je retint pour ma bande 

Trois enseignes; k ceulx*14 je commando 

Vouloir marcher, leur priant qu'i Touvraige 

Congnoistre on peult Teffect de leur couraige. 

Dont cheminant nous mismes certes alors, 

Toute la crainte et peur de nos coaurs hors. 

Bien montrasmes et chascun le peult veoir 

Que peu prisions la vie, pour debvoir. 

Leurs gens d'armes qui venoient sur leur garde, 

En deux batailles marchoient & avanUgarde : 

Quatre fois plus estoient.que nous ensemble 

A nous charger, ainsi comme il me semble ; 

Mais toutes fois si bien nous combatismes ; 

Que leur grant gloire alors nous abatismes. 
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Si feismes tant que tous furent remys 
Fujans rompus les nostre eonemis ; 
Dont de chasser tout joyeux s^adran^ott 
Nostre gent seure, qui rictoire petuott. 
Ainsi chassant une troupe trouvasmes ; 
De lansquenets, qu'alors aussi chargeasmes;, 
Mais pour certain bien peu ils combattirent, 
Et le chemin des fujans droit ils tirent. 
Picques, lances et leur chevaux legters, 
Je veis foujr meslez d'arquebuziers, 
Tant que je peus leur peur alors convoye 
Etant rempli de trop heureuse joye; 
Mais comme fust trop soubdain convertie, 
Celle esperance en pens^e admortie, 
Trop tost je veis ceux-U qu'avois laissez 
De tout honneur & vertu d&laissez. 
Les trop meschans s'enfuyoient sans combat, 
Et entre eulx tous n'avoient pour debat : 
Si n'est fouyr, laissant toute victoire. 
Pour faire d'eulx honteuse la m^moire. 
Malheureux las ! Et qui vous conduisoit, 
A telle erreur, ne qui vous advisoit ; 
Abandonner fuyans en desarroy, 
Honneur, pays, amys & Tostre roy. 
Nos AUemands couvrent leur fiiyte enti^re, 
Dbant la vostre avoir est6 premiere ; 
Par quoy perdez d'estrangers la France, 
Et des vostres la trop g^rande assurance : 
Certes je crois pour vrai que les meschans 
Par tout pays, en villes & en champs ; 
Comptent k tous leurs m^rites & faits 
Tout de faqon que s*ils estoient parfaits: 
Se deschargeant de leur mfamet^, 
Dessus les morts qui par honn^tete, 
Ont mieulx aime fin honorable prendre. 
Qu'aimer leur vie & les autres reprendre ; 
Mais pour venir k mon premier propos, 
Quand indignes de vertus & repos 
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Je veis mes gens par fuyte trop honteuse 
A leur honneur & k moy dominaigeuse» 
Triste regret & peine tout ensemble 
Deuil & d'esprit en mon cueur si s'aasemble, 
Autour de moy, en regardant ne veys. 
Que peu de gens des miens k mon adirys ; 
Et k ceux Ik confortaj sans doubtance, 
De demourer plustost en esperance, 
D'honneste mort ou de prise en effect; 
Qu'envers honneur de nous fust rien meffait. 
Dont combattans furent tous morts ou pris, 
Ce peu de gens, qui meritent grands pris» 
Et je fus longuement combattu, 
Et mon cheval mort soub moy abatu. 
Dehors du Pare pensant sauver leur vie 
De nostres lors fuyans contre Pavie. 
Furent rompus prisonniers & deffaits» 
Ceulx-li je nomme en vertu imparfaits. 
Assez souvent si me fust demand6e 
lias mienne foy qu'a toy seul ay donnee.(a) 
Mais nul ne peut se vanter de I'avoir, 
En te gardant d'amitie le debvoir, 
Encore que nul salut esperasse; 
Je te promets que j'eus bien la puissance, 
Desvertuer ma debile deffense. 
Pour empescher que la verge donn^e* 
Que bien cognois point ne me fust ost6e. 
Mais que vault force \k oik est violence, 
Emporter fault I'erreur par pacience : 
De toutes parts lors depouille je fus, 
Mais defendre n'y servit ne refus; 
Et la mancbe de moi tant estimie 
Par lourde main fut toute despec6e. 

(a) TfklM MiertioD, which way be excimed to iht poet, hardly afrecs with 
the rektion of dn Bellay, who tays :»** Le Roy itant par tenre fat de tone 
cAtec aaaUli & prean^ de pleoneora de haillcr la foy ; ce qu^il ne Touloit 
faire k toujoon taut qu^halcine lui dura ae defendit— johQu^^ ce que le Vice 
Roi de Naples (Lannoy) ariiTa aaqoel le Roy bailla aa foy." 
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Las I quel regfret en mon eueur fat boat^ 
Quant sans deffense ainsi me fust 08t6 
L'heureuz present, par lequel le promjs, 
Point ne foujr devant mes ennemjs. 
Mais quoi j*estois sous mon cheval en terre^ 
Par ennemis alors portA par terre, 
Dont ma deffense k Pheure ne valut 
Contre mon gr6 ainsi Dieu le vouiut. 
Bien me trouva en ce piteux arroj 
£x6cutant leur chief le Viceroy ; 
Que quand me veit il descendit sans hiWe 
Afin qu Vide k ce besoin ne faille. 
Las ! que dirai, cela ne veulx njer, 
Vaincu je fus & rendu prisonnier, 
Parmj le camp en tons lieux fus men6, 
Pour me montrer 9a & \k pourmen^. 
O quel regret je sonbstins k celle heure ! 
Quant je congneus plus ne faire demeure* 
Avec moi la tant douce esperance 
De mes amjs retoumer veoir en France ; 
Trop fort doubtant que Tamour de ma mere 
Ne peult souffrir cette nouTelie amere. 
Par desplaisir cause de ma prison, 
Sans regarder qu*en tant triste saison 
Ce seule confort de toute France est mjs, 
Sur sa vertu le gardant d'ennemp, 
Et qu'en ma soeur ne demourast pouvotr. 
Pour telle Dame & k son mal pourveoir, 
Et si me feist la piti6 lors entendre, 
De mes enfans la jeunesse tant tendre, 
Pour se savoir garder, ni defaire ; 
Contre nulluj qui leur roullust mal fiire. 
Mais certe amje, alors le souvenir, 
De nostre amour ne faillist k venir. 
Cong^noissant trop qu'en la necessity, 
Sur tout penser avoit Tautorite. 

ourquoy veulx k ceste heure pr^tendre, 
airer, n'aussi te faire entendre 
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Chose qui est de toy trop mieuU congneue 
Par soing d'amour que si Tavois veue. 
Bien je pensay irhs doient k celle heure, 
Avecques toj plus ne faire demeure, 
Dont tout d'un coup je perdis I'esperance 
De mere, soeur, enfans, amje & France ; 
Par quoj je fus & suis sans nul plaisir, 
Autour de moy ne souflfrant nul desir. 
Que supplier la Puissance infinie 
Que tant grand peine k heure soit convertie, 
£t qu'ii te doint k jamais le pouvoir, 
D'avoir le bien qui t'est deu pour debvoir. 
£t qu'en la fin tu sois bien marieey 
Viyante en paix, contente de lign6e« 
Quant est k moi j'aj resolution, 
Nourrir ma vie en ton affection : 
Ainsi passant le surplus de ma vie ; 
Sans qu'au monde j'aj regret n'j envie ; 
Avec honneur ajant fait mon debvoir. 
Prisonnier suis chascun le peult savoir, 
Cela contente assez Tadversite 
De ma prison & infelicite : 
Mais si le temps quelque jour veult permettre 
Qu'en liberty puisse veoir remectre. 
Pour retoumer par fortune chang6e ; 
En ma prison qui ne peult estre ajmee. 
Que pour te veoir chose trop fort volue, 
A moy captif desir6e & congnueue : 
Car lors sera convertie la douleur 
Et notre mal en plaisir pour douleur 
Tant achet6 par tourmente desir 
De notre foy esprouv^e en absence ; 
Lors recevra le fruict de recompense. 
Pour tel effet ne se perd pas une heure. 
En abregeant ceste tongue demeuere, 
Qui aux amys don'ra contenfement 
Si loy d'amours en tons ne fault ou ment. 
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De ceulx ne djs qui n'oot eus esperance. 

En leur bonneur, ni ea ma deliveraace. 

Ores je suis en seur port arrive, 

OA pour certain j'aj par faict eprouve 

Plus de pitie dedans les caux profundes 

En mer cruelles adoulcissant ses undes, 

Faforisant la mienne liberie 

Qu'en tout le temps qu'en prison j'ai est^. 

Je n'aj trouve assez d'affection 

En ceux qui m'ont tant d'obligation ; 

Et croy pour vraj qu'en bien peu de couraige 

Est demour£ resolution saige, 

Quoiqu'il en sbit, amye, je mourray 

En vostre loy et 1& je demourray. 

Alors verront triompbant le plaisir 

La liberty en prison Bans doubtance 

En mon vouloir point ne feront d'offense. 

Si libre suys nos Jours ensemble userons 

Tons deux contens, ainsi le temps passerons* 

Et si prison il faudra que j'endure 

Y fin'issant mes jours soubs peine dure. 

Si demourrai-je en tel travail semblable ; 

Comme ay estk point ne seray muable, 

Mort ne purist esloignement d'amys, 

Ny les travaulx k quoy je suis soubmys ; 

Indignes sont de leur auctorit6 

Pour remuer la mienne volenti 

Estant bien seur«de toy que ton debvoir 

Donne credit k ton ramentevoir 

Et que le temps & la fascheuse absence 

Avec oubly sur toy n'auront puissance. 

Car ton amour qui tant est asseur^e 

En grand travail sera fortifi^e, 

Dont dire puis qu'esgale peine avons 

Esgale oSrande k amour nous debvons. 

Pour ce faire fin c'est mon dernier vouloir^ 

En ton endroit de faire mon debvoir ; 
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En suppliant le vouloir tant possible, 
De te rendre ton plaisir impossible, 
Vivant contente ayant la souvenance 
De mon amour sans nul defiance 
Car au monde mon corps te laisse & donne ; 
Apr^ la mort mon esprit te ordonne ; 
Los immortel, ton entier nom demy 
Tesmoing en est la main de ton amy. 



In the same collection Js a pastoral poem, entitled 
AdmeiuM^ which is as bad as all similar productions of 
the same age. Some of the smaller pieces which the 
collection contains are more favourable specimens of 
Francises talent* The following is one : — 

Lc mal d*amour est plus grand que ne peitee 

Celui qui Ta seulement ouj dire ; 

Ce qui nous nous semble ailleurs leg^e offense 

En amitie se repute martyre. 

Chacun se plaint, et gemit et soupire ; 

Mais si survient une seule heure d*aise, 

La douleur cesse, et la tourment s'appaise. 



The verse Jurmiiqme oculo* et doluere met, is thus 
paraphrased : — 

Elle jura par ses yeux et les miens 
Ayant pitie de ma longue entreprise, 
Que mes malheurs se tourneroient en biens 
Et pour cela me fut heure promise. 
Je crois que dieu les femmes favorise 
Car de quatres yeux qui furent parjuries. 
Rouges les miens devinrent sans feintise 
Les siens en sont plus beaux et azures. 

VOL. II. 2 B 
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A ballad, the burthen of which is ^ Car la be&miS de 
cette vous empire^** is turned with great neatness, and 
even with some poetical feeing* :—* 

Estant seullet aupres d'one fenestre 

Par UDg matin comme le jour poignoit, 

Je regardaj Aurore k main seuestre 

Qui k Pbebus le chemia enseignoit, 

Et d'autre part m'amye qui peignoit 

Son chef dore et vit ses lujsans yeux 

Dont me gecta un traict si gracieulx 

Qu'a hault Toix je fus contrainct de dire 

** Dieux immortels ! rentrez dedans vous cieulx. 

Car la beamtS de ceste vous empire^' 

Comme Phebe, quand ce bas lieu terrestre 

Par sa clarte de nuict illuminoit, 

Toute lueur demeuroit en sequestre. 

Car sa splendeur toutes autres mynoit, 

Ainsi madame en son regard tenoit 

Tout obscurcj le soleil radieux, 

Dont de despit lui triste et odieux, 

Sur les humains lors ne daigna plus lujre ; 

Par quoy lui dis : ** Vous faictes pour le mieulx. 

Car la beaute de ceste vous empire.*^ 

O que de joie en mon coeur sentis nattre, 
Quand j'appercus que Phebus retournoit, 
Desja craignant qu'amoureux voulust estre 
De la douceur qui mon ccsur detenoit : 
Avois-je tort ? Non car s'il y venoit 
Quelque mortel, j'en serois soucieulx ; 
Devois-je pas doncques craindre les Dieulx 
Et despriser pour fuyr un tel martyre, 
En leur criant : ^ Retournez dans vos cieulx, 
Car la beaute de ceste vous empire.^' 
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L'homine qui ajme, a desir curieux 
D'esloigner ceux qu'il pense estre envieux 
De son amour, et qu'il doute lui nujre ; 
Par quoi j'ai dit au dieux tr^s-glorieux 
** Que la beaut e de ceste vans empire*** 



The collection contains a quantity of rondeaus and 
madrij^als of no more than verj ordinary merit. There 
are four lines in which the sentiment is ingeniously, 
though somewhat obscurely expressed : — 

Dissimulez votre contentement 
Sous un effort de foible resistance ; 
Le oiii sera en mon contentement 
£t le nenny sera en mon silence. 



The following madrigals are among the happiest spe* 
cimeiis of this part of the royal poet's productions : — 

A Menelas et Pftris je pardonne ; 
L'un de sa femme importun demandeur 
L'autre d'amye obstine defendeur, — 
Mais du malheur des Troyens je m'estonne ; 
Car s'il falloit que pour belle personne, 
La ville fust quelque jour desmolye 
Perir pour vous, ma dame belle et bonne, 
Luy eust cte plus gloire que folic. 
Celle qui fust de beaut6 si loiiable 
Que pour sa garde elle avoit une arm£e 
A autre plusqu'a vous ne fut semblable, 
Ne de Paris son ami mieux aymee, 
Que de chacun vous ^tes estimee ; 
Mais il y a difference d'un point 
Car k bon droit elle a M blasm^e 
De trop aymer, et vous de n'aymer point. 

2e 2 
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Disant bon soir uoe damoiselle, 
Luj ay vouUu de boo ccBur demander 
Si elle voulloit riens la nuict comniand^r : 
EUe m'a dit : que je n'aytnasse qu'elle* 
Telle douceur je trouve trop cruelle, 
Car sa response interpreter je veulx 
Saichant qu' amour se nourrit de querelle 
Qu'elle a pens^ qu'on en peult ajmer deux» 



No. IX- 

(Vol.n. Page 231.) 



Presqve tons les historiens noroment la belle Pettm^ 
niire, siiion comme une des passions de Fran9ois L, du 
moins comme un de ses g^oiits les plus constans. Ce fut 
elle, selon eux, qui lui cofita la rie, par une brutale et 
abominable vengeance de son mari. Si Ton en croit 
Louis Gujon, cette femme, aussi yertueuse que belle, 
d6se8p^roit le Roi par ses rigueurs ; mais les courtisans, 
qui savent aplanir toutes les difficultes, lui rappeiirent 
qu'etant roi, il etoit dispense de plaire el une femme qu'il 
vouloitvaincre; ils all^rent faire part & la femme m£me 
de cette noble id^e ; la F6ronniere effrayee avertit son 
mari ; tons deux voulurent sortir du royaume, mais ils 
jugferent cette fuite impossible; alors, dans son deses- 
poir, le mari exigea de sa femme qu'elle obett au roi, 
et il alia dans les lieux de debauche chercher son indigne 
vengeance. II en gu^rit, dit Mezerai; elle en mourut; 
le roi languit huit ou neuf ans. Le mari de la belle F^ 
ronniere etoit avocat, et I'on ne sait si Ton doit con- 
fondre cette mattresse avec celle qu'on designe seule- 
ment le nom Pavocate^ et dont parle dans THeptam^ron 
la reine de Navarre, confidente de toutes les galanteries 
de son fr^re. L'histoire de Pavocate est aussi gaie que 
celle de la Feronniere est horrible. Un grand seigneur 
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qui nCen a fait tecante^ dit Ureine de Navarre, mats qui 
nCa defendu de le nommer^ se trouve a une noce avec cette 
jeune femme, I'aime, lui platt, en revolt un rendez-vous. 
Le prince (car la reine de Navarre lui donne cetitre, et 
dit que la France fCa jamais eu et v? aura jamais de 
prince mieuxjait ni de meilleur atV») le prince arrive seul 
et de nuit chez Tavocat, il le rencontre sur Tescalier ; 
Tavocat tenoit une bougie a la main, et & la faveur de 
cette lumiere il reconnott le prince; tandisqu'il s*£tonne, 
le prince prend son parti, lui avoue qu*il est en bonne 
fortune dans le voisinage, et lui demande le secret. '* Je 
me suis, dit-il, derobe un moment pour venir, connois- 
sant vos lumieres et votre capacite, vous charger d'une 
aifaire importante; mais je meurs de soif, faites-moi 
donner k boire/' La femme vient pour servir le prince, 
qui ne la regarde point, et ne s'occupe que de Taffaire 
dont il ^toit venu, disoit-il entretenir Tavocat; mais 
dans un moment ou le mari 6toit alle au buffet pour 
apporter k boire, la femroe a genoux, pr^sentant au 
prince des confitures, lui dit tout bas: Entrezdansla 
garde^robe a droite. Le prince, apr^ avoir bien remercie 
Tavocat, et^bien assur^ la jeune femme qu'elle avoit le 
meilleur des maris, prend conge d'eux, L'avocat, trop 
respectueux, veux le reconduire : '^ Qu'allez-vous faire 
dit le prince; oubliez vous mon secret? Je dois et je 
veux £tre seul, je vous defends de faire un pas;" il 
ferme la porte sur lui, entre dans la garde-robe k droite, 
et passe la nuit chez Tavocat, qui s'applaudit de la con« 
fiance qu'un si grand prince lui temoigne sur ses affaires 
et sur ses plaisirs. L'intrigue dura long-temps, et le 
prince prit le parti dans la suite d'entrer chez I'avocate 
par une porte qui communiquoit a un couvent; il fit 
ses arrangements avec les moines, sans leur reveler le 
fond du mjst&re ; au retour il passoit par leur eglise ; 
c'estoit toujours a Theure des matines ; il s'arrStoit dans 
une chapelle, et n'en sortoit point que les matines ne 
fussent finies, Ce prince avoit un soeur qui n'etoit 
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occupee que de lui, et qui vouloit que tout le monde 
s'eu occup&t; elle alloit quelquefois dans ce mSine 
couventy et recommandoit son fr^re aux pri^res des 
religieux. Ah ! c'est a nonSf lui dit un jour le prieur, 
d no9i$ recommander aux siennet ; ** c'est un saint ; com- 
ment pourrions-nous appeler autrement un prince de 
son fige, qui presque tous les jours quitte le plabir et le 
repos pour venir comme un simple religieux chanter 
roatines avec nousf" La soeur, qui ne reconnoissoit 
point son fr^re h cet eloge, ne manqua pas de lui en 
rendre compte ; k ce recit, le prince se mit a rire d'une 
maniere qui annongoit quelque intrig-ue, et sa soeur, 
qui, selon les termes de la reine de Navarre, le coH" 
noissoit comme son propre coeur, le pressa tant de s'ex- 
pliquer, qu*il lui raconta toute Thistoire. La morale de 
ce conte cbez la reine de Navarre, est qu^il n^y a point 
d'avocats si malins, ni de moines siJinSf qu*on nepuissent 
tromper, quand on aime bien* 

Cette bistoire au reste n'a.pas une circonstance qui 
ne soit parfaitement dans les moeurs du temps et dans le 
caractfere du prince. Cette popularity si bien imitee 
depuis par Henry IV., distingua toujours Fran9ois IL 
On ne doit pas m£me 6ire etonnee de cette noce, ou il 
se trouve avec le femme d'un avocat; il alloit partout. 
Souvent engage dans les voyages ou £gar6 k la chasse, 
il descendoit famili^rement et sans £tre attendu cbez 
les seigneurs du sa cour et les gentilshommes de son 
royaume, quelquefois m£me cbez des gens d'une moindre 
condition. Son ardeur pour la cbasse et son goAt pour 
la galanterie I'y survoient. '^ Le plus pauvre gentiU 
hommey disoit-il, pent traiter tr^s bien le plus grand 
prince, pourvu qu'il lui presente une belle femme, un 
beau cheval, et un beau 16vrier." (a) 

(a) Gftillard) 1. ix. c. i. 
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No. X. 

(Vol. 11; Ptage 318.) 

Le Roy aux E$tai$ de r Empire assemble a Nuremberg. 

Messieurs, j'ai tenu toujours pour certain que c'estoit 
chose peu seante a pcrsonne d'un empereur ou d'un 
roy, de debattre leurs atTaires entr'eux en particuleur ou 
hautement par ecrits injurieux, £t si par le passe 
quelquefois contraint par la demesuree petulance des 
medisans, j'ay repondu aux calomnies qu'ib avoient am- 
plement divulguees contre moj, je I'ai fait a fin que ma 
reputation ne demeurast pas en perpetuelle controverse, 
en quoj neant moins Ton a bien connu que j'en ay tou- 
jours use bien moderement et seulement k fin que Tim- 
pudence de mes calomniateurs fut evidemment connue 
a tout le monde ; jusques la que le dernier du passe vous 
ayant exhorte par mes ambassadeurs de travailler pour 
la Concorde et tranquillite de vostre estat desirant la 
Germanie estre purgee de tumultes et dissentions intes- 
tines et domestiques ; afin qu'apres avoir bien confirme 
et mis en bon estat vos forces, si pub apr^ le Turc 
faisoit quelque sortie contre vous, il ne vous put aucune- 
nemt endommager on faire un degat de vostre plat pais : 
mes mal veillans ont impudemment expose que je voulois 
vous detourner de celle guerre de laquelle certainement 
dependoit la ruine du Turc, alors j'ay mieux aim£ at- 
tendre que Tissue du fait vous monstrat si ce mien con- 
seil estoit fidele et k vous salutaire que par harrangues 
repondre a telles calomnies et pour vous mettre en fait 
un sommaire des medisances par lesquelles ils se sont 
efibrcez de noircir ma dignite. Vous avez bien la 
souvenance Messieurs que quand Ton me demanda 
secours pour la defense de la republique Cbrestienne 
contre les entreprises du Turc; des 9a ils tacherent 
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des Toos persuader qu'inhumaineineiii je Tayois denii ; 
comme si j'avois communicatioo ei intelligence poar 
cette guerre avec luy ; mais par mes lelires et ambasi- 
sades je montraj bien le pen de toy que I'on pouroit 
adjouter aux menteries des calomniateun, promettamt 
que si le cas le requeroit, et ychis le trouviez boiiy 
je voulois etre moy ro&ne en personne i cette gjoase 
et dangereuse guerre ; et mftne que j'offrois de soul- 
doyer trente mille hommes de pied de rostre nation. 
Sur quoy vous ont M communiqu^a aucuns douUea de 
lettres par. lesqudles vous connoissei les demandes que 
me faisoit Tempereur; et i ce mes reponses seat ce 
choses qui monslrent que j'ay intelligence ou comma* 
nication avec le Turc f Depuis n^ant moins je yous aj 
souventefois incuiqu^ que j'avois pris alliance ou societ^ 
avec luy, mais i'effet des choses a monstr^ que cen'es- 
toit qu'une tr^re ou sursiance de guerre de laquelle 
n'estoit exclus aucun Chrestien qui y youloit estre ad- 
mis ; laquelle mienne paction avec le Tore a donne de 
grandes commodites k 'empereur, et luy en eut donn£ 
de plus grandes s'il eut s^u ou voulu user d'icelles. Un 
peu de terns aprte que j'estots eu bon equipage, et bien 
fourny de toutes choses necessaires pour entrer en guerre, 
et qu'& ce faire m'incitoient beaucoup de raisons, mais 
principalement Tenyie que j'avois de vanger la mort de 
mon ambassadeur Merveille, qui centre le droict des 
gens avoist este tu^, mSmement I'injure qiii m'estoit faite 
par la detention qu'autruy faisoit de mon bien beredi* 
taire* Alors I'empereur dressoit son arm£e de mer pour 
alter en Afrique : de peur que I'on ne pensast que je 
donnasse quelque empeschement k cette sienne entre- 
prise, pour lois je dissimulay la douleur et vengeance du 
tort que Ton me faisoit et la differayjusques isonretour 
du voyage de Thunes; neantmoins pendant que je pour^ 
suivais ce qui avoit est^ par plusieurs ann^es, et trop lon- 
guement occup^, d'aucuns ne faisant aucune entreprise 
ou effort sur les villes ou places qui fussent en la juris- 
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diction de I'enipereur yous scarez aasez combien de 
lieux, et avec quelle fureur et riolence il se jetta sur 
la royaume de France, et n*j a personne de vous qui 
n'ait bien ouy reciter la cruelle et abominable en- 
treprise qui avoist este faite contre moj et ma lig'nee. 
Du quel outrage jaigoit qui nature k peine eu puisse 
souffrir Toubliance; ce neautmoins autant qu'il a est6 
possible k la hauteur de mon courag'e j'avois mis tout 
eooubly et n'y voulois plus penser. Outre que le Pape 
pressoit fort d'en venir k quelque accommodation de 
paix, et de nous trouver ensemble pour mettre une bonne 
fin a cette haine inveter^e par si longues ann6es ; de la- 
quelle assembl^e n'est sorty autre chose qu*une tr^ve. 
Je ne veux pas ici me plaindre comme peu sincerement 
les conditions m'y ont ^t^ g«rdee par I'empereur nv ^ous 
expliquer plus amplement de quelle bonte et liberality 
sans reproche, et mesme de quelle Constance de foj, en 
quelle difficult^ et extremity de ces affaires, je Tajrefu en 
mon royaume, pour aller en dilig^ence par la Gaule vers 
ceux de Gand qui etoient sur le point de se revolter, et 
par ce moien pourvoir de bonuQ heure k ses affaires; et 
pour cette franchise et sincerity inestimable ou m'a en* 
fin jou6 ce bon tour que Cesar Fregose, chevalier de 
mon ordre, et Antoine Rincon, mon ambassadeur, ont 
est6 au duche de Milan, parses commis, cruellement tu^z 
et depouillez de leurs papiers et de tout qu'ils portoient 
avec eux. Et pour mieux cacher cette cruaut^ et inbu- 
manite ces mechans et abandonnez meurtriersontmissur 
ces pauvres victimes une accusation et ont sem£ maii« 
cieusement par tout le monde qu'on a trouv^ lettres sur 
eux par les quelles je priois le Turc de venir contre les 
Chrestiens. Mais pour la faussete de ce bruit ceux Ik 
seuls ont la connoissance qui I'ont mis en avant; a 
scavoir les cruels meurtriers de mes gens. Quand je 
demanday k I'empereur par plusieurs lettres satisfaction 
de cette injure, il en fit une si grande mocquerie, que 
j*ay este constraint, tant de droit pour soutenir ma 
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dignity et reputation de venger par armes cette in- 
jure que si je ne voulois etre tenu pour le prince du plus 
foible cueur et plus prest' k recevoir contumelie qui 
soit et qui sera jamais au monde, £t apr^ que j'ay eu 
delibere d^executer ce dessein et que j'etois des jt^ apr^ 
Toicy une nouvelle entreprise que Tempereur nous va 
dresser contre le rojaume de Barberousse, qui ayant 
este cause que je retarday mon armee, non seulement 
jusques k mon retour, mais bien jusques k plus long 
temps ayant esperance que par quelque voye honneste 
il me feroit faire reparation de cette injure : et apres 
m'estre veu hors de cette opinion* et en avoir tout a fait 
perdu I'esperance, j*ay deliber^ de poursui?re par armes 
ce que je n*ay pu par aucune raison tirer d'un homme 
injurieux enquoy chacun de vous pouvra facilemens 
juger si je n'ay pas bien faict : car je vous estime tous 
trop equitables pour penser que vous n'ayez pas le sen- 
timent d'une juste douleur quand vous avez receu quel- 
que outrage. Pourquoy chacun de vous doit en soy- 
m£me mesurer mon deuil et regarder si je pourrois 
porter un moment de temps ce que j'ay souffert, et de 
quoy j'ay attendu si long temps la vengeance. £t pour 
revenir k nostre fait je vous prie d'entendre ce que 
Tempereur non content de la laott et du meurtre abo* 
minable de mes gens a de nouveau controuvee contre 
moy, et comment est vraisemblable sa raison de la quelle 
il tache de persuader comme par voye publique de pr6- 
cher que I'armee du Turc est attir^e tous les ans contre 
les Chrestiens k ma priere et requeste, et qu'a cette fin 
je mene la guerre en Italie et sans cesse recommence 
la m£me chaison seulement pour s'expenpter de toumer 
ses armes contre le dit Turc ; et si de fortune dorena* 
vant il plut de ce propos que toutes ses forces sont 
occupes k me repousser, et qu'& cette cause il ne peut 
donner aidte aux Chrestiens contre le Turc; que di rail de 
cette armee laquelle outre celle qu'il m'a mis en barbe 
il a envoye depuis peu contre le due de Juliers. De 
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plus je voudrois bien que vous eussiez considerez qu'il n'j 
a pas d^autre que Tempereur Charles qui ait attire coo* 
tre les Chrestiens les Turcs, qui sont comme enrages de 
Toutrage qu'ils ont receu^ et comme c'est qui a entre* 
tenu ce grand feu, qui des j& par plusieurs fois a pro« 
voque un si puissant prince plutost par ostentation et je 
ne scay quelles vaines menaces, que par les forces qui 
pour ce faire estoient requises. Et vous a pousse, vous 
qui ne pensiez en rien de ce feu, lequel il espere estein- 
dre, non pas par sa ruine, mais par la vostre. Parquoy 
j'accepte sans aucun difficult^ pour arbitre un cbacun 
qui sera d'equit^ et de bon jugement, 4 scavoir si apres 
une si longue patience de laquelle j'ar us^ en la dila- 
ter de la vengeance de I'outrage que j'avois receu je 
me devois appaiser ou bien acquiescer et servir de I'in- 
solence de mon ennemy, pour les entreprises que I'em- 
pereur fait contre le roy des Turcs : car il cache sous ces 
titres pieux les interests particuliers qu'il a en ses guerres, 
sa cupidite de gloire et son insatiable ambition. Certes 
je ne crois pas que vous soyez d^advis qu'il soit licite a 
Tempercur d'inferer toutes injures it un chacun sans 
permettrc la revanche k celuy qui sera par lui injuria, ou 
que vous luy concediez qu'il soit bien decharg6 de 
quelque chose que ce soit, pourveu qu'il fasse semblant 
de dresser une armee contre les ennemis de la relisrion 
Chrestienne ; mais puisqu'il a plut ainsi i Dieu que le 
pape a pris la charge de moyenner une bonne paix 
entre nous avec certaines conditions raisonnables, et que 
pour ce fait demierement il envoya vers chacun de nous 
deux de ses ambassadeurs, a cette heure par la reponse 
de tous deux aux dits ambassadeurs du Pape vous pourrez 
facilement donner sentence et jugement, lequel des 
deux a prefer^ ses particuliers advantages et lequel a eu 
en plus grande recommandation la paix et la tranquil- 
lite de la republique Chrestienne, et lequel plus prompte- 
ment et sans redite ait ensuyvy les conditions qui ont 
ojjtr proposees ou de vous ou du pape. Cortes je vous 
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eusse pu messieurs icj plus amplement et plus abooda- 
meflt informer de mon droict ; mais j'ay voulu mettre 
et abr^ger la ckose nuement et simplementy vous asseu* 
rant que je ne serai januiis tant cbargf^ par mes cakun* 
niateurs, ou aiienes de vous, que particuliirreBient pour 
▼dstre empire et conmiunment pour la defense de la re- 
publique Chrestienne, je n'entreprenne ce qui appar- 
tient au titre du roj tres Chrestieai duqud je suis oni6 
pardessus les autres princes, et ce qui requiert la tres 
ancienne et jamais rompue alliance des rojaume.de 
France avec le sacr£ empire des Romains. 

Reverend issimes reverends, illustrissimes iUustres, 
hauts et puissants, nobles et notables princes, evesquee, 
abb^z, comtes, barons chevaliers, citoyens et messieurs 
des cit^z, et generalement tous les estats de la noUe 
Germanic et au sacr£ empire des Romains: mes tr^s 
chers cousins, amis et confederez, nostre seigneur veuiUe 
garder et augmenter vos amplitudes, Donn6 en la ville 
de Magnigeste, 9 Janvier, 1543. 

Francois. 



No. XI. 

(Vol. II. Page 361.) 



Une lettre ecrite d*Amiens par le nonce du Pape, le 
18 Septembre, 1545, et addressee aux prfeidens du con- 
cile de Trente, contient, sur cet ev^nement des particu- 
larit^s qui confirment le r^cit de Ferron. Le due d'Or- 
leans arrivi le 4 Septembre au camp du roi, entre Abbe- 
ville et Montreuil, apprend que la peste ravage le pays ; 
il veut braver ce danger ; il va dans une maison oil huit 
personnes, venoient de mourir de cette maladie; il se 
couche sur leurs lits, se couvre de la plume infectee 
qui en sort, etparcourt dans cet 6tat plusieurs tentes du 
camp, comme pour y porter le venin qu'il venoit de 
prendre, II se sent ^chauffe, il oublie que son fr^re 
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atne est mort pour avoir bu un verre d'eati ajant trop 
cbaud, il en boit un et se couche ; deux beures aprte le 
frissou et le mal de t£te se font senUr. ^h ! dit le 
prince, cV«/ lapeHe^fen mourrai. II se confesse, les re- 
m^des paroissent r^ussir, et ie 9th on le crut hors de 
danger: mais ce jour tnfinie le redoublement le sai- 
sit; il demande le viatique, il demande k voir le roi. 
Francois I. Tayant appris, accourt malgr^ le danger, 
malgre les remonstrances de tout le monde. D^s que le 
jeune prince le vit entrer: Ah, mon ieignenr! s'^cria-t- 
il, je me tneurtf mah puisque Je vois voire majenU je 
meurs content ; il expire & Tinstant aux jeiix du roi, qui 
jette un grand cri, et s*£vanouit Revenu i, lui, son pre. 
mi^r soin, au millieu de sa douleur, fut d'eioigner toute 
sa cour de ce lieu funeste, et de prendre les precautions 
les plus sages pour arr^ter les progres de la conta- 
gion, (a) 

No. XII. 

(Vol. II. Pfege 377.) 

The defection of the count of Furstemberg from the 
French king's service, and the causes which led to it, 
have been made the subject of one of the queen of 
Navarre's tales, in which the courage and magnanimity 
of Francis appear in a remarkable light : — 

En la ville de Dijon au duche de Bourgongne vint au 
seruice du Roy Fran9ois vn comte d'Alemagne nomm6 
Guillaume, de la maison de Saxonne, dont celle de 
Sauoye est tant alliee, qu'ancienement n'estoit quVne. 
Le Comte auta't estim£ beau & hardy gentil-homme qui 
fust point en Alemagne, eut si bon recueil du Roy, que 
non seuleme't le print en son seruice, mais le tint pres de 
luy & de sa chambre. Vn iour le gouuerneur de Bour- 
gongne seigneur de la Trimouille (ancien cheualier & 

(a) GaiUard,1.iz.c. 1. 
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lojal seruiteur du Roy) comme celuj qui estoit souj^ 
^onneux & craintif du mal, & dommage de son maistre, 
auoit tousiours des espies k I'entour de son ennemj, 
pour S9auoir qu'il foisoit ; & se gouuemoit si sa^ement, 
que peu de choses iuy estoyent celees. Entre autres 
aduertisseniens, il luy fut escrit par vn de ses amis, que 
le Comte Guiilautne auoit prins quelque somine de d^ 
niers, auec promesse d'en auoir d'auantage, pour faire 
mourir le Roj en quel que sorte que peust estre. Le 
seigneur de la Trimouille ne failHt point d'en venir 
aduertir le Roy, & ne le cela a madame Loise de 
Sauoye sa mere, laquelle ouUia I'alliance qu'elle auoit 
it cest Alemant, & supplia le Roy de le chasser bien 
tost; lequel la requist de n'en parler point; & qu'il 
estoit impossible qu*vn si honneste gentil-homme, & tant 
homme de bien entreprinst vne si grande meschancete. 
Au bout de quelque temps yint encores vn autre aduer- 
tissement, confirmant le premier. Dont le gfouuerneur 
bruslant de I'amour de son maistre, luy demanda conge 
ou de le diasser, ou d'y donner ordre : mais le Roy luj 
commanda expressement de n'en faire nul semblant, Sc 
pensa bien que par autre moyen il en s9auroit la verite. 
Vn iour qu'il alloit k la chasse, print la meilleure espee 
qu'il estoit possible de voir pour toutes armes, & mena 
auccques luy le Comte Guillaume, auquel il commanda 
de le suyure le premier & de pres: mais apres auoir 
quelque temps couru le cerf, le Roy voyant que ses gens 
estoyent Icing de luy, fors le Comte seulement, se de- 
stourna de tons chemins. £t quand il se vid auec le Comte 
au plus profond de la forest seul, en tirant son espee 
dist au Comte, Vous semble«il, que ceste espee soit belle 
& bonne ? Le Comte en la maniant par le bout luy dist, 
qu'il n'en auoit veu nulle qu'il pensast meilleure. Vous 
auezraison, dist le Roy, & me semble que si vn gentil- 
homme auoit delibere de me tuer, & qu'il eust conneu 
la force de mon bras, & la bonte de mon coeur accom- 
pagne de ceste espee, il penseroit deux fois a m'assaillir: 
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toiites fois ie le tiendrois pour bien meschant^ si nous 
estions seul it seul sans tesmoings, s'il n'osoit executer 
cc qu'il auroit entreprins. Le Comte Guillaume luy 
respondit auec visag-e estonnc. Sire la meschancete de 
Tentreprinse seroit bien grande : mais la folie de la vou« 
loir executer, ne seroit pas moindre. Le Roy en se 
prenant k rire remit Tespee au fourreau, & eseoutant 
que la chasse estoit pres de luy, piqua apres, le plustost 
qu'il peut. Quand il fut arriue, il ne paria a nul de 
cet affaire, & s*asseura que le Comte Guillaume, com- 
bien qu'il fust vn aussi fort & dispost gentiUiomme qui 
se trouuast lors, n'estoit homme pour faire vne si haute 
entreprinse. Mais le Comte Guillaume crtignant estre 
deceit ou soup^onne du faict, vint le lendemain matin 
dire k Robertet secretaire des finances du Roy, qu'il 
auoit regarde aux bien-faicts & gages que le Roj luj 
vouloit donner pour demeurer auec luy : toutesfois, qu'ik 
n'estoyent pas suffisans, pour I'entretenir la moitie de 
I'annee. Et que, s'il ne plaisoit au Roy luy en bailler 
la moitie au double, il seroit contraint de se retirer, 
priant ledit Robertet d'en s^auoir le plustost qu'il pour- 
roit la volonte du Roy. Qui luy dist, qu'il ne s9auroit 
plus s'aduancer, que d'y aller incontinent sur I'heure : 
& print ceste commission volontiers : car il auoit veu les 
aduertissemens du gouuemeur. Et ainsi que le Roy 
fut esueille, ne faillit a faire sa harangue, present mon- 
sieur de la Trimouille, & I'Admiral Bonniuet, lesquels 
ignoroyent le tout que le Roy auoit fait. Ledit seig- 
neur leur dist: vous auiez enuie de chasser le Comte 
Guillaume, & vous voyez qu'il se chasse de luy-mesme. 
Parquoy luy direz, que s'il ne se contente de I'estat qu'il 
a accepte entrant en mon seruice, dont plusieurs gens 
de bo'nes maisons se sont tenus bien heureux, c'est raison 
qu'il cherche ailleurs meilleure fortune : & quant k 
moy, ie ne I'empescheray point ; mais ie seray trescon- 
tent, qu'il trouue party tel, qu'il puisse viure, comme il 
merite. Robertet fut aussi diligent de porter ceste res- 
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ponse au Comte, quMI auoit este de presenter sa re- 
queste au Soy. Le Comte dist, qu'auec son conge il 
deliberoit done de s'en aller. £t comme celuj que la 
peur contraignoit de partir, ne la sceut porter vingt- 
quatre beures. Mais comme le Roy se mettoit & table, 
print conge de luy, feignant auoir grand regret, dont sa 
necessity luy faisoit perdre sa presence. II alia aussi 
prendre conge de la mere du Roy, laquelle le luy donna 
aussi ioyeusement qu'elle I'auoit receu comme parent & 
amy: ainsi s'en alia en son paiis. £t le Roy voyant sa 
mere & ses seruiteurs estonnez de ce soudain partem 
ment, leur eonta I'alarme qu^il luy auoit donnee, disant 
qu'encores qu'il fust innocent de ce qu'on luy mettoit 
8U8, si auoit este sa peur assez grande, pour Teslongner 
d'vn maistre dont il ne connoissoit pas encores les 
complexions. — VHeptamerom* Joumie Seccnde. Nouv. 
xvii. 
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